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PREFACE. 


HE  Works  ofthofe  ivife  and  great  M^n^ 
ijoho  have  been  employ  d  in  public k.  Tranf- 
a^lionSy  have  always  been  ejleemd^  by  the 
heji  Judges^  of  the  titmofi  Confcqtienceandofthe 
highejl   Entertainment  \    as  they  enable    us  to 
trace  the  fecret    Springs    of  Events j     and  to 
form  a  true  Judgment  of  Princes  and  the  Gondii^ 
of  their  Mmijiers  •   to  oppofe  the  dangerous  At^ 
tacks  on  Liberty y  and  fettle  the  juji  Bounds  of 
Prerogative, 

With  a  View  to  the  Profecution  of  this  T>eftgn 
the  folio wingTr2i6ts  are  noiv  colle^ed  together-^ 
hut  it  may  not  perhaps  be  thought  impertinent 
to  acqnatjit  the  Reader  that,  in  the  Injancy 
of  the  late  Oppofition ^  fome  of  them  were  ujherd 
into  the  World  from  a  printif/g  Prefs  under  the 

Sanciion 
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SanBion  of  a  late  iicMe  Diike^  hatided  privately 
ahoutj  and  very  difficult  to  he  procured'^  ethers 
were  more  openly  puhUp'd^  hiit  appear  d  at  difereut 
Teriods  of  Time^  and  amongp  ^weekly  ProdtiBions, 
The  Importance  of  the  SuhjeBs  and  the  Ele^ 
gance^  with  which  they  were  treated^  were  their 
Ji'iji  Reconivundation^  and  will^  I  donht  fJot^  al* 
waysftcute  them  the  public  EJlcem, 
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THE 


Occafional  Writer. 


Fidens  ajiinii  at  que  in  titriwique  paratus. 

ViRG. 


Infcribed  to  the  Person,  to  whom  alone 

it  can  belong. 


Moft  Noble  Sir, 

Am  one,  whofe  Ambition  it  hath  been, 
ever  iince  I  came  into  the  World  to  di- 
ftinguifli  myfelf  as  a  Writer  ;  in  which, 
I  fairly  confefs,  I  had  not  only  the  View 
of  raifing  my  Reputation,  but  that  of  efta- 
blifliing  my  Fortune.  A  Profpeft,  which 
feem'd  very  reafonable  in  a  Time  of  general 
Peace  and  univerfai  Affluence  ;  in  an  Age  fo 
particularly  polite,  that  it  is  even  the  Faihion 
to  appear  knowing  in  all  the  elegant  Arts 
and  Sciences ;  and  that  to  whatever  Branch 
of  them  a  Genius  fhall  think  £t  to  turn  him- 
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felf,  he  is  fare  it  will  be  to  one  that  is  in 
Vogue. 

The  firft  Effays  of  my  Pen  made  a  good 
Deal  of  Noife  in  the  World ;  they  fill'd  fo- 
reign Journals,  and  were  tranflated  into  fe- 
veral  Languages.  The  Sorbon7iey  and  both 
our  Mother  Univerfities,  returned  me  Thanks 
for  having  reconciled  feveral  Difputes,  and 
folved  feveral  Difficulties  in  Chronology  and 
Hiftory,  which  had  perplexed  the  learned 
World,  from  the  impartial  Eiifebius,  down 
to  the  circumflantial  Prideaux  -,  my  philofo- 
phical  Poems  were  received  with  the  greateft 
Applaufe  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  if  the 
gay  Part  of  the  World  read  my  Anti-Liccre- 
tius  for  Amufement,  the  graveft  Divines  have 
not  difdain'd  to  borrow  Arguments  from  it  in 
their  Difputes  with  the  Materialifts. 

Animated  by  fuch  Succefs,  in  one  Part  of 
my  Aim,  I  proceeded  with  indefatigable  La- 
bour, till  continual  Difappointments,  in  the 
other,  rendered  me  at  length  more  indifferent 
to  that  imaginary  good  Applaufe,  and  lefs 
patient  of  that  real  Evil,  Want.  I  began 
then  to  compare  my  Condition  with  that  of 
feveral  great  Authors  both  antient  and  mo- 
dern ;  and  finding  upon  the  Comparifon  that 
they  had  not  been  better  treated  than  myfelf, 
I  was  foon  led  by  my  Refieftions  to  difcover 
^n^  true  Reafon  of  our  ill  Fortune  in  the 
World  ;  I  was  foon  convinced  that  they  and 
I  had  been  on  a  wrong  Purfait;  that  Minifters 
of  State  pay  no  Pvefpedl  to  the  brighteft  Ta- 
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lents,  when  they  are  mifapply'd,  and  efteem 
all  Talents  to  be  fo,  which  are  not  wholly 
employ'd  about  the  prefent  Time,  and  prin- 
cipally dedicated  to  the  Service  of  their  Ad- 
miniflration  5  neither  can  I  fay  this  Proceed- 
ing is  iinjuft,  how  much  foever  I  fuffer  by  it. 

If  we  write  for  Poflerity,  we  muft  not 
complain  that  the  Care  of  rew^arding  our 
Merit  is  left  to  Pofterity  ;  and  if  we  negled: 
to  ferve  the  State,  thofe,  who  are  appointed 
to  prelide  over  it,  break  no  Rule  of  Equity 
when  they  negled:  us.  Spencer  has  been  am- 
ply recompenced  by  Poilerity  for  his  Fairy 
^leeji ;  but  the  wife  Treafurer  Burleigh  de- 
clined the  Payment  of  an  hundred  Pounds, 
which  Queen  Elizabeth  order'd  him,  and 
left  this  admirable  Poet  to  ftarve.  Had  Spen- 
cer apply 'd  himfelf  to  more  ferious  Studies, 
had  he  excelFd  in  Phyficks,  in  Metaphyficks, 
on  even  in  the  firft  Philofophy,  or  in  Theo- 
logy, inftead  of  exxelling  in  Wit  and  Poetry, 
the  amabiles  hifanice  of  Horace^  his  Ufage 
would  have  been  the  fame  no  doubt.  Even 
the  greateft  Produftions  of  thefe  Studies  are 
but  Trifles  in  the  Account  of  a  confummate 
Statefman,  and  may  properly  enough  be  di- 
ftinguifh'd  from  the  others  in  his  Senfe,  by 
the  Title  of  Infanice  feveriores. 

Our  E72gliJJd  Minifters,  to  their  Honour  be 
It  fpoken,  have  at  all  times  proceeded  upon 
this  admirable  Principle ;  the  moft  excellent 
Sermons,  the  moft-  elaborate  Treatifes,  have 
not  been  fufficient  to  procure  the  Advance- 
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ment  of  fome  Divines,  whilil  a  forry  Pamph- 
let or  a  fpiritual  Libel  has  railed  others  to  the 
higheft  Dignities  of  the  Church.  As  it  has 
fared  with  mere  Divinity,  fo  has  it  fared  with 
mere  Eloquence  ;  as  one  never  caufed  the 
Divine,  fo  the  other  never  caufed  the  Lawyer 
to  be  diftinguifli'd.  But  we  know  that  if 
either  of  them  be  employed  in  a  Court  Caufe, 
he  never  fails  of  making  his  Fortune.  The 
fame  Fate  has  attended  Writers  of  another 
Kind ;  the  celebrated  'TatlerSj  and  SpeBaforSy 
had  no  Reward  except  from  Bookfellers  and 
Fame.  But  when  thofe  Authors  made  the 
Difcovery  .1  have  made,  and  apply'd  their 
Talents  better,  in  writing  the  E?2glifiman  and 
the  Freeholder  y  one  was  foon  created  a 
Knight,  and  the  other  became  Secretary  of 
State.  In  fhort,  without  enumerating  any 
more  Infiances,  I  may  confidently  affirm,  that 
this  has  been  the  Cafe  from  the  Days  of  Bur^ 
leigh  to  this  Time ;  how  much  fooner  it  be- 
gan to  be  fo,  I  hope.  Sir,  you  will  not  give 
me  the  Leifure  to  enquire. 

From  the  Moment  I  refolved  to  become  a 
State- Writer,  I  mentally  devoted  myfelf  to 
your  Service,  and  I  do  it  now  in  this  publick 
and  mofi:  folemn  Manner.  Employ  me.  Sir, 
as  you  pleafe ;  I  abandon 'myfelf  intirely  to 
you ;  my  Pen  is  at  your  Difpofition,  and  my 
Confcience  in  your  keeping.  Like  a  Lawyer, 
I  am  ready  to  fupport  the  Caufe,  in  which, 
give  me  Leave  to  fuppofe  that,  I  fhall  be  foon 
retained  with  Ardour;  and^  if  Occafion  be, 

with 
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with  SubtUty  and  Acrimony.  Like  a  SwI/s, 
I  will  behave  myfelf  with  equal  Boldnefs  and 
Fidelity  j  my  Pen  is  my  Fortune,  and  I  think 
it  as  honourable  to  offer  it,  as  offer  mv  Sword, 
without  enquiring  in  a  general  Battle,  or  in 
private  Skirmifhes,  at  what  Relation  or  Friend 
I  flrike.  I  cancel  at  once  all  former  Oblio-a- 
tions  and  Friend ihip,  and  will  moft  implicitly 
follow  your  Inftrudions  in  Panegyrick  on 
Yourfelf  and  Friends,  in  Satyr  on  your  Ad- 
verfaries,  in  writing  for  or  againft  any  Sub- 
je6t ;  nay,  in  writing  for  or  againft  the  fame 
Subjedl,  juft  as  your  Intereft,  or  even  your 
Paflions,  may  render  it  expedient. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  when  Carjieadcs 
offer'd  to  argue  for  Virtue,  and  then  againft  it, 
Cato  propofed  to  drive  that  great  Philofophcr 
and  Orator  out  of  Rome,  But  Cato  was  a 
Man  of  narrow  Principles  and  of  too  confined 
an  Underftanding.  He  confider'd  Virtue  ab- 
ftradledly,  Vv^ithout  any  Regard  to  Time,  to 
Place,  and  to  that  vaft  Variety  of  Conjunc- 
tures, which  happen  in  the  Courfe  of  human 
Affairs.  In  common  Life,  Morality  is  no 
doubt  neceffary,  and  therefore  Legiilators  have 
been  careful  to  enforce  the  Practice  of  it  3  bat 
whenever  Morality  cla{l:ies  with  the  Intereft 
of  the  State,  it  muft  be,  and  it  always  has 
been,  laid  afide,  Thefe  are  my  Opinions,  and 
it  is  a  great  Comfort  to  my  Confcience  tQ 
find  them  confirm'd  by  the  Pradice  of  fome 
reverend  Perfons,  whofe  Examples  ought  to 
be  of  greater  V/eight  with  m^e,  than  that  of  a 
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wretched  Fagan  ;  I  fliall  therefore  flievv  my 
felf  neither  fqueamiili  nor  whimfical  in  pur- 
filing  the  Enterprize  to  which  I  offer  my  Ser- 
vices, but  fliall  remain  firmly  perfaaded,  that 
all  the  moral  Vices,  I  may  be  occafionally 
guilty  of  in  fo  good  a  Courfe,  will  be  exalted 
into  political  Virtues. 

After  this  plain  and  honeft  Account,  which 
I  have  given  of  myfelf,  it  may  be  allow'd  me 
to  fay,  that  you  cannot  find  a  Perfon  better 
quallfy'd  for  your  Service,  or  more  worthy  to 
be  hfted  among  thofe,  who  draw  their  Pens 
in  your  Caufe,  and  of  whom  I  am  v/illing  to 
hope  that  you  have  a  greater  and  an  abler 
Body  in  Referve,  than  you  have  hitherto 
judged  proper  to  bring  into  the  Field. 

It  is  evident,  that  a  Minifter,  in  every  Cir- 
cumftance  of  Life,  ftands  in  as  much  need 
of  us  publick  Writers  as  we  of  him  ;  in  his 
Profperity  he  can  no  more  fublift  without 
daily  Praife,  than  we  without  daily  Bread, 
and  the  farther  he  extends  his  Views  the 
more  necelTary  are  we  to  his  Support.  Let 
him  fpeak  as  contemptuoufly  of  us  as  he 
pleafes,  for  that  is  frequently  the  Manner  of 
thofe,  who  employ  us  moit,  and  pay  us  befl  ; 
yet  will  it  fare  with  his  Ambition  as  with  a 
lofty  Tree,  which  cannot  (hoot  it's  Branches 
into  the  Clouds,  unlefs  it's  Root  work  into  the 
Dirt,  from  which  it  rofe,  on  which  it  ftands, 
and  by  which  it  is  nourifh'd. 

If  a  Minifter  falls  into  Adverfity,  fiiall  he 
take  up  the  pen  in  his  own  Defence  ?  Would 

not 
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not  the  Cafe  be  as  deplorable  for  him  to  be 
left  to  write,  as  for  a  Prince  to  be  left  to  fight 
in  his  own  Quarrel  ?  Believe  me,  Sir,  when- 
ever Fortune  abandons  you,  (and  who  knows 
how  foon  that,  may  happen  ? )  you  will  find 
yourfelf  in  a  very  forlorn  State.  At  the  Name 
of  your  Succeflbr,  thofe  Crowds,  tliat  attend 
your  Levee,  will  vanifh  like  Spirits  at  the 
Dawn  of  Day.  None  will  remain  about  you, 
but  fuch  as  no  other  Adminiftration  will  con- 
defcend  to  employ  ;  and  we  may  therefore 
very  probably  behold  you,  which  would  be  a 
pitiful  Sight  indeed,  endeavouring  to  fecure  a 

fafe  Retreat  with  H on  one  Side  of  you, 

and  Leh on  the  other,  tvv^o  grotefque 

Perfonages,  exactly  paired  and  nearly  ally'd, 
but  furely  as  little  fit  to  fupport  a  Minifter  in 
his  Decline,  as  to  adorn  his  Triumph.  In 
fuch  a  Turn  as  this,  you  may  depend  on  my 
utmioft  Efforts  to  keep  up  a  Spirit  for  you, 
and  I  can  make  no  doubt  of  being  feconded 
by  feveral  of  my  Fellow-Writers,  fmce  I  am 
certain  you  will  not  fcruple  to  fliare  fome 
Part  of  that  Fortune,  which  your  Induftry 
and  Parfimony  have  raifed,  with  thofe  who 
unite  to  fave  the  whole ;  and  fince  we  iliall 
be  reafonable  enough  not  to  expert  above  Six- 
pence in  the  Pound  out  of  it,  which  cannot 
well  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds.  A  trifling  Sum  for  fo  great 
a  Service  and  fo  weighty  a  Purfe  ! 

You  may  perhaps,  after  all  I  have  fald,  be 
p;iU  apt  to  think  that  thefe  are  wild  Difcour- 
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fes,  which  have  no  other  Foundation  but  my 
Defire  to  render  myfelf  neccfiary.  You  may 
refine  too  much  in  your  Refled:ions  on  my 
Condud,  and  too  Httle  in  thofe  you  make 
on  your  prefent  Situation  ;  or  if  you  judge 
rightly  of  this,  it  is  not  impoflible  but  you 
may  depend  to(5  much  on  your  own  Vigilance 
and  Dexterity.  Should  any  of  thofe  Flatter- 
ers, who  often  betray  their  Patrons  into  a 
fatal  Security,  fpeak  to  you  much  in  the  fame 
Manner,  as  Sleep  addreffes  himfelf  to  Fall- 
niirus  in  the  fifth  Book  of  the  JEneis, 

—  Talinure^  ferunt  ipfa  aquora  clajfcm^ 
JEquatce  fpirant  aiirce^  datiir  hora  quiet i  \ 
Fone  caputs  f(!['^f^^^^  ccuhsfurare  labor i. 

You  would  anfvver,  I  am  perfuaded,  as  this 
Pilot  did. 

Mene  falh  placldt  ^ouUum,  fuBufqiie  quietos 
Ignorare  jubes  ?  mene  hide  conjidere  rnonjlro  ? 

But  Palinurus  flept,  and  you  know  the 
Confequence.  . 

Be  not  therefore  difpleafed  if  a  fmcere  and 
zealous  Servant  rowzes  you,  admonilhes  you 
not  to  truft  too  much  to  Appearances,  and 
fliews  you  Danger  when  perhaps  you  leaft 
exped:  it.  You  have  fail'd  long  in  a  fmooth 
Sea  with  gentle  and  favourable  Gales.  We 
believe  your  Courage  and  your  Abilities  ex- 
tremely greatj  but  wx   believe  it  implicitly-^ 
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for  you  have  not  had  foul  Weather  enough 
to  give  any  confiderable  Proofs  of  either. 
Thefe  Circumftances,  v/hich  might  be  abufed 
to  infpire  Security,  I  urge  as  Rcafons  why 
you  fhould  be  alarm'd  ;  for  the  Element  you 
have  to  deal  with  is  by  the  Laws  of  Nature 
inconftant ;  and  therefore  the  Id^xiger  you  have 
been  without  a  Storm  the  more  Reafon  you 
have  to  exped:  one.  There  is  no  furer  Pre- 
fage  of  an  Hurricane  than  juil  fuch  a  dead 
Calm  as  I  have  obferved  for  fome  Time. 

To  fpeak  without  a  Figure  ;  I  would  not 
have  you  flatter  yourfelf,  that  the  undifturb'd 
Quiet  you  have  fo  long  enjoy 'd  is  merely 
owing  to  your  own  Integrity  and  political 
Merit,  or  to  the  uncommon  Profecution  cf 
Hawkers  and  Pamphleteers,  which  has  been 
carry'd  on  by  the  Direfliion  of  one  of  your 
principal  In ftru men ts,  and  indeed  a  mofl  vi- 
gorous Statefman.  This  Quiet,  Sir,  is  owing 
to  deep  and  inveterate  Defigns,  w^hich  it  be- 
comes me  to  lay  before  you,  without  any 
Regard  to  the  Cenfure  I  may  incur,  of  re- 
vealing private  Converfation,  and  of  Breach 
of  Truft.  Know  then  that  from  the  Time 
you  came  into  a  Fulnefs  of  Power,  many 
were  ihock'd  at  the  Manner,  in  which  you 
feized  it,  and  at  the  Uie  you  m.ade  of  it. 
They  faid  that  both  were  hurtful,  indecent^ 
and  even  fliamelefs.  They  went  ftill  farther, 
and  affirm'd,  that  your  Conducft  was  fooliili 
with  Regard  to  your  own  Intereft,  fjnce  it 
was  fooUfh  for  a  Man  tp  truft  to  one   finele 


(       lO      ) 

Expedient  of  Government,  who  had  feveral 
in  his  Power  ;  and  efpecially  to  fuch  an  Ex- 
pedient as  that  of  Money,  which  would 
equally  ferve  to  fupport  him  or  to  hang  him. 
Thefe  Perfons  however,  notwithftanding  their 
Difccntent,  refolved  to  lye  quiet,  till  your 
Male-x'^dminiftration  ihould  become  fo  glar- 
ing as  to  juftify  their  Oppofition,  even  in  his 
Majefly's  Sight ;  they  faid  they  w^culd  not 
follow  your  Example,  and  upon  that  Occa- 
fion  they  remembered  wdth  fome  Sharpnefs 
how  you  did  your  utmoft  to  diftrefs  the 
King's  Affairs,  upon  the  firft  Difguft  you  re- 
ceived ',  nay  they  were  malicious  enough  to 
call  to  mind  fome  perfonal  Reflections*,  which 
the  Heat  of  your  Imagination,  and  your  Fa- 
miliarity with  Majefty,  betray'd  you  into, 
and  for  v^hich  they  faucily  v^^ifli'd  what  I 
dare  not  name.  Thefe  feditious  Spirits  flat- 
tered them.felves  that  you  would  do  your  own 
Eufincfs  when  you  had  the  full  Swing  of 
your  Power.  They  were  acquainted,  they 
faid,  with  the  Prefumption  and  Difl:rufl:,  with 
the  Eoldnefs  and  Pufillanimity,  w^ith  the  In- 
difcretion  and  Cunning,  and  with  fifty  other 
Contradictions,  which  made  up  your  Charac- 
ter ;  and  upon  thefe  they  depended  for  put- 
ting a  fpeedy  End  to  your  Adminifliration. 
This  End  they  imagine  to  be  now  at  Hand, 
for  thus  they  reafon.  A  Minifler,  who  is  at- 
tacked on  his  Managem^ent  of  the  publick  Re- 

*  See  a  Pamphlet  callM  j^n  Jnfzver  to  an  infamous  Dhel,  intitled, 
pcdition  and  DefamaUon  ^i^play'd.     f  linied  for  R.  franckiln. 
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venue,  and  has  all  the  Advantages  of  Money 
and  Authority  on  his  Side ,  may  efcape 
though  he  is  guilty  ;  but  if  he  is  innocent, 
the  Proceedings  againft  him  in  fach  a  Cafe 
muft  neceffarily  confirm  his  Power,  and  efta- 
bliili  his  Reputation  ;  nothing  more  defirable 
than  fucb  an  Attack  can  happen  to  him. 
But  our  prefent  Minifter,  fay  thefe  Malig- 
nants,  diredly  ftops  all  Enquiry  5  in  publicic 
he  evades  giving  liich  Accounts  as  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  People  have  a  Right  to 
demand  5  in  private  he  is  modeft  and  difcreet 
enough  to  laugh  at  thofe,  who  think  him  fuch 
a  Fool  as  to  furnifli  Proofs  againft  himfelf. 
Can  a  Minifter  keep  his  Ground  long,  who  has 
no  other  Defence  than  an  imply'd  Confeffion 
of  his  Guilt  ?  Will  fuch  a  Behaviour  be  en- 
dured in  a  Nation  hitherto  free,  and  where 
there  remain  at  leaft  fome  Sparks  of  Honour 
and  of  Love  of  the  Country  ? 

Thefe  and  many  other  Refledions,  which 
for  Brevity  fake  I  omit,  upon  your  particular 
Conduct,  and  upon  our  domeflick  Affiiirs, 
are  frequently  thrown  out.  But,  Sir,  I  con- 
fefs  to  you,  that  I  tremble  when  I  hear  the 
fiime  Perfons  difcourfe  concerning  the  State  of 
the  Nation  with  reeiard  to  her  foreisin  In- 
terefts.  They  affirm  and  they  offer  to  dc  • 
monftrate,  that  the  Affairs  of  Europe  never 
were  in  greater  Confufion,  and  that  the  Part 
we  take  upon  ourfelves  is  fuch  an  one,  as  no 
Nation  ever  aded  which  was  not  betray'd,  or 
whofe  Minifters  wxre  not  infatuated.     That 
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ycu  are  fo,  they  fay,  is  paft  Difpute,  whe- 
ther you  have  conducled  thefe  i\fFairs  your- 
felf,  or  have  left  them  to  thofe  Men  of  emi- 
nent Talents,  who  are  concerned  in  this  Part 
of  your  Adminiilration  ;  they  infift  that  no- 
thing could  have  happen'd  to  us,  if  you  had 
intirely  negledled  our  foreign  Interefts,  worfe 
than  what  you  have  brought  upon  us,  by  run- 
ning into  the  other  Extreme.  For  they  afk, 
what  is  the  Fruit  of  your  continual  Negoti- 
ations, fupported  by  a  vaft  Expence,  and  car- 
ry'd  on  as  bufily  as  if  the  Welfare  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  at  Stake  in  every  Difpute, 
which  has  happen'd  on  the  Continent  ?  They 
anfwer  for  you,  and  they  defy  you  to  con- 
tradiffl  them,  that  we  have  made  the  Quarrels 
of  other  People  our  own,  and  that  we  find 
ourfelves  engaged  as  Principals,  in  fome  Cafes 
where  we  have  but  a  very  remote  Concern, 
and  in  others  where  we  have  no  Concern  at 
all.  That  our  Comm^erce  fuffers  and  runs  the 
Rifque  of  being  loft,  not  for  a  Time,  but  for 
ever,  in  feveral  Branches,  much  more  bene- 
ficial to  us  than  the  Oftend  Trade,  and  that 
our  Right  to  keep  thofe  important  Poffeffions, 
which  were  yielded  to  us  in  the  moft  folemn 
and  authentick  Manner,  is  come,  by  Dint  of 
Negotiation,  from  being  indifputable,  to  be 
caird  in  Queftion.  In  a  Word,  that  to  re- 
ftore  the  publick  Tranquility,  and  to  fettle 
our  own  Interefts,  we  muft  eno;ao;e  in  a  new 
War  and  conclude  a  new  Peace  ;  that  you 
have  contrived  to  m-ake  it  impofTible  for  us 
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to  do  One,  without  fighting  againft  the  very 
Principle  for  which  we  have  fought  ever  fince 
the  Revolution,  or  to  attempt  the  other  with- 
out lying  under  the  particular  Circumflance, 
that  our  principal  Allies  will  be  as  much  in 
earneft  as  our  Enemies  to  wreft  out  of  our 
Hands  the  chief  Advantages  which  we  ob- 
tained by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.  At  the 
Time  when  thefe  Treaties  were  made,  con- 
tinue they,  your  Great  Minijier  cry'd  aloud 
and  fpared  not.  He  complain'd,  as  much  as 
any  Man,  that  the  exorbitant  Power  of 
France  was  not  fufficiently  reduced,  and  that 
the  Barriers  of  our  Allies,  on  the  Rhine  and  in 
the  Netherlands^  were  left  too  weak  ;  and  is 
it  under  his  Adminiftration  that  we  are  to  fee 
a  Pretence  given  to  the  French^  and  an  Op- 
portunity thrown  into  their  Hands  ,  of 
ftrengthening  their  Power,  and  of  extending 
their  Barriers  ?  When  I  tell  thefe  Objedors 
that  your  Brother  anfwers  for  the  Court  of 
France^  they  laugh  in  m.y  Face,  and  reply, 
well  he  may,  and  io  might  any  of  thofe,  v/ho 
were  in  the  French  Intereft,  have  done  at  the 
Tiipx  when  the  Triple  Alliance  was  broken, 
and  France  was  encouraged  by  England  to 
fall  upon  the  Dutch.  The  Minifters,  who 
are  anfwer'd  for,  would  be  as  weak  as  he,  who 
anfwers  for  them,  if  they  did  not  fee  the 
Advantage  in  the  prefent  Jandlure,  and  did 
not  take  a  fecret  malicious  Pleafure  in  making 
us,  who  contributed  fo  much  to  reduce  their 
Power,  become  the  Inflruments  of  railing  it 
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again.     In  the  Cafe  of  a  War  then,  we  have, 
according  to  this  reafoning,  which  really,  Sir, 
has  an  Air  of  Truth,  nothing  fo  much  to  fear 
as  the  Afliftance  of  our  chief  Ally  ;  and  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Treaty,  not  only  France,  but 
Holland  likewife,   mull:  be  againft  us  in  that 
important  Article   of  Gibraltar   and   Port- 
Mahon,  and  in  all  particular  Advantages    of 
Commerce,  which  we  have  enjoy'd,  and  may 
find  it   reafonable  to  pretend   to.     The   late 
Duke  of  Orleans,  as  dear  a  Friend  as  he  was 
to  us,   infifted  ftrenuoufly,    that   we  fhould 
o-ive  up  the  Places  before-mention'd;  pretend- 
ed a  Promife  to  this  Effed,   and  himfelf  ob- 
liged in  Honour  to   fee  this  Promife  kept. 
Every  one,   who  knows  any  Thing  of  the 
Tranfadions  of  thofe  Times,    knows  with 
how  envious  an  Eye  the  Butch  beheld  the 
feparate  Privileges  in  Trade,  and  the  fole  Pof- 
feffion   of  Gibraltar,    and  of  the  liland  of 
Minorca,  which  we  obtained  at  the  laft  Peace, 
and  what  Lengths  they  would  have  gone  to 
jficilitate    the    Negotiations,    which  at    that 
Time  they  oppofcd,  if  they  might  have  been 
admitted  to  a  Share  in  thefe  Advantages. 

The  Danger  of  an  immediate  Invafion,  and 
the  Engagements  enter'd  into  by  the  Emperor 
and  the  King  of  Spain  to  infult  us  with  their 
Fleets,  and  to  conquer  Great  Britain  and 
Inland  for  the  Pretender,  have  been  very  in- 
duftrioufly  propagated  by  thofe,  who  are  al- 
ready in  your  Pay,  and  by  me,  who  fland  a 
Candidate  for  this  Honour^  but  am  hitherto  a 
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Voluntier  in  your  Service.  I  am  forry  to  tell 
you,  Sir,  but  Heaven  forbid  that  I  fhould 
conceal  fo  material  a  Circumftance  from  your 
Knowledge  ;  we  do  not  fucceed.  We  raife 
a  Spirit,  but  this  Spirit  turns  againft  you. 
There  are  more  People  than  ever  againft  the 
Pretender ;  and  Zeal  for  fupporting  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablifliment  never  ran  higher.  But 
this  Zeal  is  not  any  longer  without  Know- 
ledge ;  it  is  direfted  to  its  proper  Object,  and 
there  is  no  Poffibility  of  leading  it  hoodwinked 
to  ferve  any  other  Purpofes.  Some  incredulous 
Wretches  there  are,  who  fmile  when  we  talk  to 
them  of  Invafions  and  the  Pretender,  and  who 
content  themJelves  to  reply  that  the  Machine 
is  very  feafonably  introduced,  and  according 
to  the  Rules  of  Art.  The  2;reater  Number 
take  Fire,  and  lay  this  new  Diiftrefs,  which 
we  threaten  thern  with,  at  your  Door;  for, 
they  fay,  that  we  difobliged  Spain  fome  Years 
ago,  to  tye  the  Emperor  the  more  firmly  to 
us,  and  that  we  have  fince  that  Time  difob- 
liged the  Emperor,  by  affeding  a  clofer  Cor- 
refpondence,  and  greater  Union  of  Councils 
with  France  than  ever  was  known  between 
the  two  Nations.  They  fend  us  to  that  ex- 
cellent Treatife,  the  Barrier  'treaty  "uindi-- 
cated^  to  learn  our  true  and  lafting  Intereft  in 
foreign  Alliances,  and  there  they  pretend  that 
we  ihall  jfind  the  Condemnation  of  all  your 
Meafures ;  they  lament  the  miferable  Scene, 
which  they  apprehend  may  foon  be  opened, 
his  Maieftv's  foreii?:n  Dominions  expofcd  to 
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all  the  Calamities  of  War,  and  perhaps  iil 
Danger  of  being  loft  ;  we  ourfelves  ftruggling 
againft  domeftick  Eneaiics,  and  defending 
our  Coafts  againft  Invafions ;  thcfe  Mifchiefs 
brought  upon  us  by  a  Conjundion  of  the  Em- 
peror, our  old  Ally,  with  the  King  of  SpatJi 
his  Rival  >  a  Conjundion  fo  unnatural  that 
nothing  but  the  higheft  Refentment  at  our 
Behaviour  to  them  both  could  have  brought 
it  about  ;  in  fliort,  to  finiih  up  the  Pidlure, 
Great  Britai?i  reduced  in  this  Diftrefs  to 
lean  folely  upon  Fi  ance^  and  the  Faith  of 
that  Court  to  become  our  chief  Security. 

Upon  the  whole  Matter,  your  Enemies, 
Sir,  the  Subftance  of  whofe  private  Conver- 
fation  I  have  now  honeftly  reported  to  you, 
conclude  very  infolently  that  you  have  fill'd 
up  the  Meauire  of  your  Iniquity  and  your 
Folly,  and  that  You  muft  fiPik,  or  the  Na- 
tion muft  fink  under  the  Weisiht  of  that 
Calamity,  which  you  have  brought  and  fuf- 
fer'd  to  be  broumt  upon  her. 

As  fliocking  as  this  Account  muft  be  to 
your  Ears ;  1  promife  myfelf  that  the  Sin- 
cerity and  Plainnefs,  with  which  I  have 
givei^it,  will  be  agreeable  to  you  \  and  that 
you  will  receive  into  your  Bofom  a  Man 
whofe  Affedion  for  your  Fcrfon  and  Zeal 
for  your  Service,  muft  be  above  all  Sufpicion, 
after  giving  you  Intelligence  of  fo  high  a 
Nature,  without  any  Stipulation  for  the  Dif- 
covery. 

I  exped: 
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I  expeft  to  hear  from  you  in  eight  Days 
from  the  Date  hereof ,  if  I  do  not,  you  fliall 
hear  again  from  him,  who  is. 


Moft  Noble  Sir, 
Your  Honour's 

moft  devoted  Servant, 

From  my  Garret ^ 
Jan.  1726-7.  The  Occafional  Writer, 
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The  Occafional  Writer. 

Number  II. 


To  the  fame. 


Moft  Noble  S  i  Px, 

I  Think  myfelf  obliged  in  Honour  to  let 
the  World  knovi^,  that  you  have  treated 
all  my  Propolals  to  write  in  your  Service 
with  a  Contempt  utiufual  from  one  in 
your  Station ;  for  I  have  fcen  the  Times  when 
every  little  paultry  Proftitute  of  his  Pen  found 
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Countenanee  and  Encouragement.  Thefe 
Wretches  are  lure  of  both,  whenever  there 
are  any  bad  Meafures  to  be  juftify'd,  or  any 
bold  Strokes  to  be  given  ;  and  the  croaking  of 
thefe  Ravens  has  ahvays,  in  my  Imagination, 
boded  fome  Mifchief  or  other  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  took  upon  me  the  Cha- 
racier  of  -a  mod  infamous  Libeller  in  my  firft 
Addrefs  to  you,  that  I  might  be  able  to  make 
a  furer  Judgment  of  our  prefent  Condition, 
and  know  better  what  Expectations  to  enter- 
tain ;  fo  that  I  own  I  am  moft  agreeably  dijf- 
appointed  in  not  receiving  any  Letter  or  Mef- 
fage  from  you.  I  own,  that  inftead  of  biting 
you,  1  am  fairly  bit  myfelf. 

Some  malicious  Refiners  may  pretend,  per- 
haps, that  an  Addrefs  of  fuch  a  Nature, 
made  in  fo  publick  a  Manner,  could  meet 
with  no  other  Treatment,  even  from  a  Mi- 
nifter,  who  was  willing  to  accept  the  Propo- 
fal.  Malice,  I  fay,  may  refine  thus,  and  en- 
deavour to  depreciate  a  virtuous  Adlion,  which 
cannot  be  deny'd,  by  fuppofing  fuch  Motives 
to  it  as  cannot  be  proved.  The  Pradice  is  too 
common,  and  efpecially  w^ere  Men  are  divi- 
ded into  Parties,  where  publick  Difputes 
create  and  nourifh  private  Animofities,  and 
where  perpetual  Feuds  irritate  the  natural 
Malignity  of  the  Heart.  But  £ir  be  it  from 
me  to  judge  with  fo  little  Charity  ;  I  am  will- 
ing to  believe,  Sir,  that  you  declined  the  Of- 
fers made  you,  not  on  Account  of  the  publick 
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Addrefs,  by  which  they  were  convey'd,  but 
becaufe  you  dlfdain'd  to  fupport  a  virtuous 
Adminiftration  by  a  venal  Pen.' 

When  I  meet  a  Man  with  loaded  Piftols  in 
his  Pocket,  or  a  Dagger  under  his  Cloak,  I 
fufpeft  that  he  is  going  upon  no  very  honour- 
able Defigns.  Houfe-breakers  and  Coiners 
have  been  deted:ed,  by  having  their  Tools 
found  about  them.  Informers,  Spies,  and 
hireling  Scribblers  are  the  Tools  of  an  evil 
Statefman ;  and  when  I  fee  all  fuch  difcou* 
raged,  and  none  of  them  about  a  Minifter, 
I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fuppofe  that  his  De- 
iigns  are  honourable,  and  his  Meafures  dired:- 
ed  to  the  publick  Good. 

I  take  this  Opportunity  therefore  of  beg- 
ging your  Pardon  for  the  Trial  I  prefumed  to 
make.  The  Liberty  indeed  was  great  ;  but 
lince  it  has  turn'd  fo  vaftly  to  your  Honour, 
I  hope  to  be  the  more  eafily  forgiven.  Shall 
I  own  it,  Sir  ?  My  Hopes  go  ftill  farther  ^ 
you  diCdain'd  me  under  the  feign'd  Character, 
which  I  afllimed  ;  from  the  fame  Principle  of 
Honour,  from  the  fame  Confcionlrjefs  of  Me- 
rit, you  will,  nay,  you  muft  atiord  me  fome 
Share  of  your  Efteem,  when  I  appear,  as  I  in- 
tend to  do  for  the  future,  under  my  own. 
Thefe  Papers  fliall  breathe  nothing  but  Zeal 
to  promote  the  Honour  of  his  Majeflv,  the 
Security  of  our  prefent  happy  Kftablifhment, 
and  in  one  Word,  the  Good  of  our  Country. 
The  fame  Spirit,  which  animates  you  and  me, 
{hall  animate  them  -,  and  I  cannot  doubt  of 
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ydur  Approbation,  when  I  co-operate  wkll 
you  to  thefe  Purpofes,  which  were  certainly 
the  fole  Inducements  you  had  to  enter  into 
Buiinefs ;  as  it  is  manifeft  that  you  con- 
tinue at  the  Head  of  Affairs  for  no  other 
Reafons. 

The  Truth  is,  however,  (for  I  think  it  be- 
coming a  Friendfhip,  which  is  likely  to  grow 
as  intimate  as  ours,  that  I  fhould  difguife  no- 
thing from  you)  two  Things  have  lately  hap- 
pen'd,  which  gave  fome  little  Shock  to  my 
good  Opinion  of  you.  The  firft  is  an  Un- 
willingnefs  you  manifefted,  that  the  true  State 
of  the  national  Debts  iliould  be  known  by  the 
Nation,  and  the  fevere  Cenfure  you  pafs'd 
on  fuch  Perfons,  as  were  defirous  to  give  their 
Countrymen  a  fair  Account  j^f  their  Condi- 
tion in  a  Part  fo  effential,  that  our  being  a 
Nation,  or  not  a  Nation,  depends  almoft  en- 
tirely, in  this  Crifis,  on  our  running  or  not 
running  farther  into  Debt;  The  other  is  the 
Publication  of  a  Pamphlet  fuppofed  to  be 
written  by  your  Direction,  which  is  evidently 
defign'd  to  keep  us  no  lefs  in  the  dark  as  to 
all  our  Affairs  abroad. 

As  to  the  firft,  that  Matter  has  been  taken 
up  already  ;  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  in  all 
Places y  and  in  all  Marnier s^  be  fo  thoroughly 
fifted,  that  we  fliall  no  longer  be  at  a  Lofs, 
either  as  to  the  Revenue,  and  the  real  Charges 
upon  it,  or  as  to  the  whole  Management  of 
it.  In  which  Examination,  Sir,  let  me  advife 
you,  as  a  Friend,  to  ad;  an  ingenuous  Part, 
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that  Sufpicions  may  n6t  increafe,  and  that  I 
may  not  to  be  obliged  to  write  to  you  in  a 
Stile,  to  which  I  fhall  turn  my  Pen  with  Re- 
ludlancy. 

As  to  the  latter,  I  hope,  it  will  be  likewife 
examined  -,  and  if  I  was  able  to  take  fuch  a 
Tafk  on  myfelf,  I  ihould,  I  am  perfuaded, 
in  doing  fo,  but  make  a  fecond  Trial  of  you 
to  your  Glory,  and  knit  the  Bands  of  our 
Friendfhip  the  clofer,  by  anfwering  a  Pamph- 
let of  fo  pernicious  Confequence,  and  writ 
with  fo  ill  a  Defign.  But  I  know  my  own 
Unfitnefs  to  inform,  to  inflrudt,  and  to  roufe 
our  Countrymen,  feme  from  their  Lethargy, 
and  fome  from  their  golden  Dreams.  I  may 
toll  the  Alarm-Beil,  but  Perfons  of  greater 
Strength  and  Skill  muft  be  eall'd  upon  to 
raife  it,  and  to  ring  it  out  in  the  Ears  of  the 
Nation. 

We  are  grown  more  eafy,  nay,  more  will- 
ing than  ever,  to  be  impofed  upon ;  and  we 
do  more  than  half  the  Work  of  thofe,  who 
find  their  Account  in  deluding  us.  Almofl 
every  Man  confiders  himfelf  as  a  fingle  Per- 
fon  ',  thofe  few,  who  extend  their  Confidera- 
tions  farther,  feldom  or  never  carry  them  be- 
yond the  narrow  Syftem  of  a  Family,  or  a 
Party.  And  thus  it  happens,  that  private  In- 
tereft  is  become  the  Criterion,  by  which  Judg- 
ments are  form'd  upon  publick  Affairs.  The 
Man,  whoever  he  be,  who  is  at  any  Time  in 
Fafhion,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  hold  out 
jha.f  Pijrfe,  which  the  more  he  empties  it,  the 
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furer  he  is  to  fill.  After  which  let  him  de- 
claim imperioufly,  and  affert  boldly,  v»^ith- 
out  regarding  Proof,  or  condefcending  to 
argue  ;  let  one  of  his  Tools  write  a  Pamphlet 
in  much  the  fame  Strain,  and  the  Work  is 
done,  the  Opinion  of  Mankind  is  fettled,  the 
Crowd  repeats  what  the  Orator  has  faid,  and 
the  Author  writ  3  the  Clamour  is  echoed  back 
on  all  Sides,  and  thefe  Echoes,  the  Revcrfe  of 
all  others,  flrcngthcn  by  Repetition.  Thus 
the  Corrupt  lead  the  Blind,  and  the  Blind  lead 
one  another  5  the  iliill  Voice  of  Reafon  is 
drown'd  in  popular  Clamour,  and  Truth  is 
overwhelm'd  by  Prejudice. 

This  is  a  true  Account  of  what  happens 
frequently  ;  it  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Defcrip- 
tion  dravv^n  from  Imagination,  that  I  could 
give  feveral  Infcances,  and  perhaps  iliall  have 
Occafion  to  quote  fome,  of  fuch  grofs  Impo- 
fitions  on  the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind, 
offered  in  this  Manner,  and  oifer'd  with  Suc- 
cefs,  as  no  one  would  be  bold  enough  to  at- 
tempt putting  on  the  weakefl  Man  in  Britain 
in  private  Converfation. 

There  are  therefore,  God  knows,  but  too 
many  Reafons  for  him  to  defpond,  who  en- 
tertains a  Thought  of  prevailing  on  the  Ge- 
nerality of  People,  to  lay  alide  their  Preju- 
dices, to  check  their  Paffions,  and  to  confi- 
der  the  State  of  the  Nation  in  a  due  Extent, 
and  in  a  true  Light  ;  and  yet  fuch  is  our 
Condition,  fuch  a  Crilis  are  we  in,  that  if  we 
do  not  take  and  execute  this  Refolution  now^ 
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it  may  very  probably  be  out  of  our  Power  to 
do  it  hereafter  to  any  good  Purpofe. 

In  our  Senate  we  hear  of  great  Dangers, 
which  we  have  to  apprehend  from  abroad ; 
and,  if  w€  believe  what  is  laid  in  a  foreign 
*  State,  we  are  expofed  to  very  great  ones  at 
home.  I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  both  one 
and  the  other  are  magnified  ;  but  they  may 
grow  to  be  fuch  in  Reality  as  they  are  repre- 
fented  to  be,  if  we  do  not  take  more  than 
ordinary  Care ;  firft,  to  weigh  in  a  juft  Ba- 
lance each  of  the  many  Evils,  which  threaten 
the  Nation  ;  and  fecondly,  if  we  do  not  pe- 
netrate into  every  one  of  the  Caufes,  which 
have  combined  them  to  bring  upon  us.  Should 
we  fail  in  the  firft  Point,  we  may  increafe 
our  Dangers  from  abroad  ,  by  over- rating 
thofe  at  home,  and  by  applying  ourfclves  fole- 
ly  to  prevent  the  latter.  But  1  believe  no  one 
thinks  us  difpofed  to  run  into  this  Extreme  ; 
w^e  are  much  more  likely  to  run  into  the 
other,  and  to  increafe  our  Dangers  at  home, 
by  over-rating  thofe,  which  we  apprehei 
from  abroad.  Should  we  fail  in  the  feconl 
Point,  and  negled:  to  penetrate  into  all  the 
Caufes,  which  combine  to  bring  our  prefent 
Diftrefs  upon  us,  palliative  Remedies  alone 
will  be  apply'd,  in  the  Ufe  of  which  we  may 
very  probably  expire  after  a  tedious  Langour, 
but  from  which  we  cannot  expert  a  radical 
Cure. 

*■  Vide  Letter  from  Stcckhohn. 
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Convinced  therefore,  that  If  we  neglecS  the 
prefent  Moment,  if  every  Man  does  not  think 
and  write,  and  fpeak  and  ad  for  his  Coun- 
try at  this  Time,  according  to  his  heft  Ta- 
lents, and  according  to  the  Opportunities, 
which  he  has  of  exciting  them,  we  fhall  foon 
be  in  every  Senfe  a  ruin'd  Nation. 

I  confefs,  that  I  am  impatient,  however 
low  my  Hopes  of  Succefs  run,  till  fome  abler 
Pen  accepts  the  Invitation,  which  the 'Enquirer 
into  the  Reafons  of  the  ConduB  of  Great  Bri- 
tain gives  to  every  Member  of  this  Commu- 
nity, till  an  Enquiry  is  made,  according  to 
the  Right  which  he  is  pleafed  to  allow,  into 
our  prefent  State,  and  into  theMeafures,  which 
have  led  to  it.  But  then  this  Enquiry  muft 
be  made  upon  better  Principles,  and  with  an 
honefter  View  than  he  has,  who  made  this, 
which  lies  before  me  ;  the  Perfon,  who  ac- 
cepts his  Invitation,  fhould  be  one,  who  would 
blufh  to  foUov^  his  Example  ;  for  he  ads  the 
Part  of  an  Apologift,  where  he  profefTes  to 
ad  that  of  an  impartial  Inquirer  ;  he  feems 
very  zealous  for  the  Succejs  of  the  Caufe, 
which  he  pleads,  and  very  indifferent  what 
Means  he  employs  to  procure  this  Succefs-, 
many  Things  are  difguifed,  many  are  con- 
ceal'd,  and  hardly  any  are  reprefented  in  their 
natural  and  proper  Light.  Fallacy,  Sophifm, 
and  a  puerile  Declamation,  fwell  the  elaborate 
Treatife  ;  but  there  was  a  Defign  perhaps,  as 
well  as  Habit,  in  fuch  a  Manner  of  Writing 
upon  this  Occafion,  fince  a  bad  Caufe  muft 

be 


(     25     ) 

be  defended  by  fuch  Means ;  and,  therefore, 
by  fuch  Pens  as  would  difgrace  and  weaken  a 
good  one  3  fince  it  may  poflibly  appear  upon 
a  fair  Exaniination,  that  the  Caufe  he  is  re- 
tain'd  in  is  none  of  the  beft. 

If  this  (houli  appear,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
that  thofe,  who  fet  him  at  work,  will  not  be 
much  concern 'd  5  they  could  not  look  on  this 
Pamphlet  as  any  Thing  better  than  a  mo- 
mentary Expedient  to  miflead  and  inflame. 
If  it  has  thci=:  Effcd:,  if  it  ftrves  to  keep  up 
the  Delufion  till  all  the  Jobs,  which  are  to  be 
done,  are  done ;  the  Ends,  which  they  pro- 
pofed  to  themfelves,  are  perhaps  anfwer'd. 
But  if  this  Nation  lliould  awaken  to  a  Senfe 
of  their  true  Intereft,  and  if  the  Britifi  Spirit 
ihould  once  more  revive  amongft  us,  it  might 
very  well  happen  that  thefe  Perfons  would 
have  made  a  faulty  Fvcckoning  ;  for  furely, 
after  having  exercifed  the  Juftice  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  cenfuring  in  one  Parliament  a  Treaty 
of  Peace,  which  has  been  approved  in  an- 
other^ it  will  not  be  thought  ftrange,  if  we 
punilh  at  one  Time  or  another  thofe,  who 
have  negotiated  us  out  of  Peace  and  Tranqui- 
lity, into  War  and  Gonfufion,  although  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Nation  (liould  think  fit  to 
fupport  for  the  prefent  the  Meafures  of  theie 
Jvlinifters. 

The  Eiiqiiirer  fuppofes  the  whole  Face  of 
Afl:airs  in  Europe  to  have  received  the  great 
Alteration,  which  he  is  fo  much  furprized  at, 
within  the  Space  of  the  laft  Year^  but  I  can-- 

not 
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not  agree  with  him,  that  the  Turn  has  been 
fo  fudden  as  he  reprefents  it.  The  Calm  hardly 
to  be  paralleled  by  any  pa  ft  Pro/peB,  as  this 
great  M after  of  Style  expreffes  himfelf  by  a 
Figure  of  Htbernia?2  Rhetorick,  was  accom- 
pany'd,  as  Calms  frequently  are,  by  many 
Signs  of  an  approaching  Storm  3  which  Signs 
did  not  efcape  the  Obfervation  of  the  Sailors, 
and  even  P.iffengers  in  our  Veffel,  though 
they  efcape d  that  of  our  able  Pilots,  who 
were  it  feems  all  that  while  in  a  moft  ferene 
Security.  The  particular  Evils,  which  wc 
apprehend  at  prefent,  were  known  to  our 
Minifters  above  a  Year  ago ;  if  it  be  true,  as 
the  Enquirer  affirms,  that  the  Treaty  of  Ha- 
nover^ and  Negotiations,  in  Confequence  of 
it,  are  the  Steps,  ivhich  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  thought  fit  to  take  as  foon  as  pcj/ible^ 
after  the  Danger  we  were  in  appear  d  evident 
beyond  all  Contradict  ion.  But  before  the  par- 
ticular Danger  appear'd,  the  general  Danger 
was  evident  enough.  When  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna  was  made,  our  Ship  ftiuck  ^  but  we 
had  been  failing  among  Rocks  and  Shoals 
long  before,  ever  fince  we  quitted  our  Port, 
and  launched  out  to  Sea,  on  the  wife  Errand 
of  convoying  other  People  fafe  to  theirs. 

Pie  therefore,  who  is  defirous  to  make  the 
Enquiry  propofed,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
be  of  real  Ufe  to  the  Publick,  muft  take  up 
Things  much  higher  than  this  partial  Writer 
was  inflrufted  to  do.  Many  Things  hap- 
pened during  the  Congrefs  of  Cambray^  which 
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deferve  to  be  explained  ;  and  there  are  Treaties 
both  previous  and  fubfequent  to  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  which  deieive  to  be  commented 
upon. 

Nay,  there  feems  to  be  a  Neceffity  of  go- 
ing farther  back  than  this  Reign,  or  even  than 
this  Century,  if  we  defign  to  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  Original  of  our  prefent 
Diitrefs.  When  we  have  taken  a  general 
Survey  of  the  Conduft  of  Britai?7^  with  re- 
lation to  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  for  about 
two  hundred  Years,  we  (hail  come  much 
better  prepared  to  difcover  our  true  Point  of 
Intereil  ;  and  by  obferving  how  we  have  de- 
parted from  it,  v/e  {hall  learn  how  to  re- 
turn to  it. 

This  Part  I  will  venture  to  undertake  -,  and 
what  I  (hall  fay  upon  it,  may  ferve  at  leaft  as 
an  Introduction  to  that  Work,  which,  I  hope, 
will  be  perform'd  by  fome  abler  Hand. 

The  Foundations  of  the  Grandeur  of 
France,  and  thofe  of  the  Grandeur  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria,  were  laid  very  near  at  the 
fame  Period.  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  began 
the  latter ;  and  in  Charles  V.  their  Grandion, 
and  almoft  immediate  Succeffor,  it  was  car- 
ry'd  up  to  that  exorbitant  Height,  v/hicli 
made  Fur  ope  tremble  under  his  Reign,  under 
that  of  his  Son,  and  upon  fome  Occafions 
even  later.  The  Progrefs,  which  France- 
made,  was  not  fo  rapid,  but  was  perhaps  as 
fure  ;  ihe  (liared  with  her  Rival  the  Spoils  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgundy^  by  the  Addrefs  and 
^         "       '  Vigour 
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Vigour  of  Lewis  XL  who  not  only  extended 
the  Bounds,  and  ftrengthen'd  the  Frontier  of 
that  clofe  compaft  Body,  (whofe  very  Figure 
is  an  Addition  to  the  Force  of  it,)  but  allured 
its  inward  Tranquility  better,  and  render'd 
that  Monarchy  more  formidable  than  it  had 
been  in  the  Time  of  his  Predeceffors,  when 
the  Authority  of  the  Prince  was  lefs. 

The  forming  of  two  fuch  Powers,  in 
EiUrope^  made  it  the  Intereft  of  all  other 
Princes  and  States,  to  keep  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  a  Balance  between  them.  And  here  be- 
gan that  Principle  of  EngliJJj  Policy  to  be 
eflablifli'd,*  which,  however  true  and  wife  in 
itfelf,  has  hardly  ever  been  truly  and  wifely 
purfued. 

We  fhould  take  Things  rather  too  high, 
if  we  went  up  to  the  Reign  of  King  Henry 
VII.  though  even  there  fome  Obfervations 
are  to  be  made,  which  have  relation  to  our 
prefent  Subjedt. 

Frequent  and  important  Occafions  of  aft- 
ing  on  thi?  Principle  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  Time  of  Henry  VIII.  Some  he  took,  fome 
he  neglefted,  and  fome  he  managed  ill  ;  for 
to  fay  the  Truth,  the  whole  Conduft  of  this 
Prince  was  a  continued  Courfe  of  Extrava- 
gance, Violence,  and  Levity  ;  his  Vices  glared 
through  the  beft  Aftions  of  his  Life.  He  ex- 
ercifed  the  Tyranny,  and  praftifed  the  bloody 
Precepts  of  the  Church  oiRome^  even  while 
he  was  delivering  us  from  the  papal  Yoke. 
^is  Deliberations  for  Peace  or  War  feem'd 
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often  to  have  a  Mixture  of  Humour  in  them, 
and  his  own  Paffions,  as  well  as  JVolfeySy 
made  him  hold  the  Balance  of  'Europe^  if  he 
did  hold  it,   with  an  uneven  Hand. 

The  Reformation,  which  began  in  his 
Time  in  Germany^  and  which  was  com- 
pleated  by  Edward  VI.  and  by  Queen  Eliza- 
heth,  in  England^  gave  occafion  to  a  new 
Divifion  of  Interefls  -,  and  made  it  of  the 
utmofl  Importance  to  the  Welfare  of  this 
Nation,  not  only  to  preferve  a  Balance  be- 
tween the  tw^o  great  Powers  of  Europe^  but 
to  fupport  the  Proteftant  Caufe  againft  them 
both.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  to  be  done  by 
throwing  as  much  as  the  Occafion  might  re- 
quire of  our  Weight,  fometimes  into  one, 
and  fometimes  into  the  other  of  thefe  Scales ; 
but  the  latter  could  be  effected  by  nothing  left 
than  a  conftant  Adherence  to  that  Side,  which 
was  for  a  long  Time  the  weakeft,  and  w^hich, 
I  doubt,  is  fo  ftill. 

Both  thefe  Principles  v/ere  purfued  by 
Queen  Elizabeth^  v/ith  the  greateft  Wifdom, 
and  with  the  greateft  Succefs.  To  illuftrate 
this  fully,  it  would  be  neceifary  to  run  through 
the  Annals  of  her  glorious  Reign.  But  a  few 
general  Obfervations  will  fuffice  for  our  pre- 
fent  Purpofe.  When  (lie  came  to  the  Crown, 
the  Nation  was  divided  between  two  power- 
ful Parties,  exafperated  by  religious  Zeal ; 
Ireland  was  Papift,  Scotland  was  under  the 
immediate  Influence  oihrance^  and  the  Queen 
of  that  Kingdom,   marry 'd  to  the  Dauphine 

of 
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of  France^  difputed  her  Title  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  In  fliort,  the  fareft  Support  ilie 
had  amidft  all  thefe  Difficulties,  befides  the 
Firmnefs  of  her  Mind,  and  the  Penetration 
of  her  Underftand,  was  in  Fhilip  II.  whom 
Ihe  difobhged  by  refufing  to  make  him  her 
Hufband;  and  who  could  not  fail  of  being  on 
many  Accounts,  as  he  proved  to  be,  her  moft 
implacable  and  dangerous  Enemy  3  fhe  kept 
Meafures  for  a  while  with  him,  nay,  perhaps, 
with  the  Court  of  Ro?ne^  and  foon  fettled 
her  Government,  and  eftablilh'd  her  Pov/er  ; 
her  own  Kingdom  was  the  firft  and  principal 
Objed:  of  her  Care  ;  and  flie  judged  very 
wifely,  that,  in  order  to  be  coniiderable  abroad, 
file  mxuft  bt2;in  by  makino;  herfelf  fo  at  home. 
Her  Revenue  was  adminiftef  d  with  the  ut- 
moft  Frugality,  Induflry  was  encouraged, 
Manufadiures  improved,  and  Commerce  ex- 
tended 5  file  was  far  from  negleding  foreign 
Alliances,  but  her  Negotiations  were  con- 
dudcd  with  great  Art,  and  little  Expence, 
and  the  Engaoicments  Ihe  took  were  always 
neceiTarv,  fcldom  chargeable.  She  fupported 
the  Proteilant  Caafe  in  France^  with  good 
Offices,  with  Loans  of  Moricy  ;  and  upon 
fome  preffing  Occafions  with  Troops.  But 
file  never  dev^ended  on  the  Gratiiude  of 
Henry  IV.  and  was  neither  furprized  nor  un- 
prepared when  he  made  Returns  very  unwor- 
thy of  the  Obligations  he  had  to  her.  The 
Dutch  could  not  have  fuftain'd  their  Revolt 
from  Spain^  nor  have  formed  their  Common- 
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wealth,  without  her  Affiftance.  She  help  d 
them  powerfully,  but  flie  exaded  cautionary- 
Towns  from  them,  as  a  Security  for  her  Re- 
imburfement,  whenever  they  fliould  be  in  a 
Condition  to  pay  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  as 
a  Check,  to  keep  them  under  the  Influence 
and  Direction  of  England.  By  fuch  Methods 
as  thefe,  her  own  Country  grew  rich  and  flou- 
ridiing,  v/hile  fhe  not  only  preferved  a  Ba- 
lance of  Power  abroad,  but  contributed  ex- 
tremely to  reduce  Spain  from  being  the  Ter- 
ror of  Europe,  to  that  low  State,  into  which 
it  fell  under  the  Succeffors  of  King  Philip 
11. 

The  Reign  of  King  James  I.  is  not  to  be 
read  v/ithout  a  Mixture  of  Indignation  and 
Contempt.  He  came  to  the  Crown  with  great 
Advantages  ,  but  a  bad  Head,  and  a  worfe 
Heart,  hindcr'd  him  from  improving  any  of 
them.  He  loft  the  Opportunity  of  uniting 
the  two  Kingdoms,  he  fuffcr'd  his  Revenue 
to  be  ill  adminiflery,  his  Minifters  were  no- 
torioufly  corrupt,  and  he  himfelf  very  pro- 
fufe. 

Inftead  of  affwaging,  he  fomented  Dif- 
putes  by  his  Pedantry  y  eftablifli'd  fuch  Prin- 
ciples of  Government,  and  raifcd  fuch  a  Spirit 
in  the  Clergy,  as  could  hardly  fiil  to  produce 
the  terrible  Effe<fls,  which  follow'd  in  the 
Reign  of  his  Son« 

Such  a  Management  of  domeflick  Affairs 
would  have  put  it  out  of  his  Pcvv^er,  if  it  had 
been  his  Inclinatioa  to  ad:  a  wifer  Part  in 
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foreign  AfFaIrs ;  but  he  had  no  fuch  Inclina- 
tion. Twelve  Years  he  fufFer'd  himfelf  to  be 
amufed  with  the  Spanip  Match  ;  he  counte- 
nanced at  leaft  the  Popiih,  and  he  abfolutely 
negledled  the  Protcftant  Intereft,  both  in 
France  and  Germany,  Inftead  of  helping 
the  Difpofitions,  which  appeared,  to  take  the 
Imperial  Crown  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^ 
he  favoured  the  Caufe  of  that  Family,  and 
abandoned  his  own  Children  to  the  Refent- 
ment  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Popifli  League. 
When  the  thirty  Years  War  bega  n  in  1 6 1 8 ,  the 
Liberty  of  Germany^  and  the  whole  Proteftant 
Intereil,  were  in  the  utmoft  Peril.  The  fole 
Meafures,  which  he  took  for  the  Support  of 
either,  confifted  in  fimple  Embaffies,  ridicu- 
lous Letters,  and  languid  Negotiations.  Queen 
Elizabeth  defeated  the  ambitious  Defigns  of 
the  Spa7iiJJj  Branch  of  the  Aujflrian  Family ; 
King  JaiJies  favour'd  thofe  of  the  Gerfnan^ 
Branch  of  the  fame  Family. 

Over  the  fucceeding  Reign,  and  all  that 
followed,  to  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles 
II.  let  us  draw  a  Veil. 

During  this  Time  the  Decay  of  the  Spanifi 
Monarchy  increafed  apace,  the  Liberties  of 
Germany  were  aflerted,  and  the  Power  of  the 
Emperor  bounded  by  the  Treaties  of  Wejl^ 
phalia  ;  but  another  Power,  That  of  Francey 
began  to  rife  very  faft  on  the  Foundations 
laid  long  ago.  Richelieu  and  Mazarine  had 
given  that  Crown  a  great  Superiority  in  the 
Affairs  of  Europe^  and  the  Prince,  who  wore 
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it,  refolved  to  maintain  and  augment  this  Su- 
periority, at  the  Expence  of  all  his  Neigh- 
bours. 

The  Attack,  which  Lewis  XIV  made  upon 
xhQ  Low  Countries  in  1667,  fliew*d  both  in 
the  Manner  of  it,  and  in  the  Pretence  taken 
for  it,  what  Europe  had  to  expedl  from  this 
Prince.  On  this  Occafion  the  Triple  Alli- 
ance was  made,  and  happy  had  it  been  if  the 
fame  Principles  of  Policy  had  continued  to 
prevail.  But  the  King,  who  fat  on  our  Throne, 
with  better  Senfe  and  more  Courage  than  his 
Grandfather,  was  at  leail:  as  unfit  as  he  to  de- 
fend the  Liberties  of  Europe^  and  perhaps 
more  unfit  to  defend  the  Protellant  Intereft. 

King  Charles  11.  join'd  his  Councils  and 
his  Arms  to  thofe  of  France  ;  and  when  he 
could  not  openly  affift,  he  privately  abetted 
the  Usurpations  of  that  Crown.  He  might, 
by  conforming  to  the  Defires  of  his  People, 
who  were  in  his  and  their  true  Intereft,  have 
had  the  immortal  Honour  of  preferving  a 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  ;  but  he  chofe 
the  eternal  Infamy  of  helping  to  deftroy  this 
Balance  ;  and  not  content  to  be  the  Allv  of  a 
Prince,  whofe  Enemy  he  ought  to  have  been, 
he  condefcended  to  be  his  Inftrument,  and 
even  his  Penfioner.  This  Condudl,  which 
took  fo  much  Strength  from  that  Side,  which 
was  already  too  weak,  and  which  added  fo 
much  to  that,  which  was  already  too  ft.  ong, 
eftablifh'd  the  abfolute  Superiority  of  France^ 
and  left  Spain ^  Germany^  Italy^  and  the  i^v  n- 
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teen  Provinces,   nay  and  Britain  too  in  Con- 
fequence,  at  her  Mercy. 

This  terrible  Face  of  Things  did  not  mend 
on  the  Acceffion  of  King  yames  IL  to  the 
Throne.  Whatever  his  Pohticks  were,  Re- 
Hgion  w^ould  have  got  the  better  of  them. 
Bigotry  muft  have  cemented  a  clofe  Union 
between  him  and  the  King  of  Frajice^  who 
was  alone  able  and  willing  to  affift  him  in  the 
Work  he  had  undertaken  at  home.  But  the 
Greatnefs  of  our  Danger,  as  it  fometimes 
happens,  faved  us  ;  and  in  faving  us,  faved 
all  Europe,  The  Revolution  in  our  Govern- 
ment caufed  a  total  Change  in  our  Condu6l. 
A  Prince,  who  had  been  long  at  the  Head  of 
a  weak  but  refolute  Oppoiition  to  France, 
mounted  our  Throne  -,  and  the  Principles  of 
maintaining  a  Balance  between  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe^  and  of  fupporting  the 
Proteftant  Intereft,  came  once  more  into 
Fafliion  in  this  Kingdom,  after  having  been 
for  near  a  Century,  either  negleded,  or  ailed 
againft. 

The  Body  of  the  Nation  refumed  thefe 
Principles  with  Warmth,  and  has  fupported 
them  ever  fince  with  unparallel'd  Spirit  and 
Vigour.  But  let  it  be  faid  without  Offence, 
fince  it  may  be  faid  with  Truth,  and  fince  it 
is  neceffary  that  it  fhould  be  faid  upon  this 
Occafion,  we  have  not  purfued  them  with 
as  much  Wifdom  as  Zeal.  If  we  have  err'd 
in  our  Politicks  fince  the  Revolution,  it  is 
fure  we  have  err'd  on  the  right  Side.     But 
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Errors  on  the  right  Side  are  Errors  ftill,  and 
may,  in  Time,  prove  as  fatal  as  Errors  on  the 
other;  and  are  in  one  refpecl  at  leafl  more 
dangerous,  as  they  are  lefs  attended  to  at  firft, 
or  guarded  againft. 

Between  all  Extremes  tliere  is  a  certain 
middle  Point,  which  Men  of  Genius  per- 
ceive, and  to  which  Men  of  Honour  adhere 
in  private  and  in  publlck  Life. 

Thus  Avarice  and  Prodigality  are  at  an  im- 
menfe  Diftance  ;  but  there  is  a  Space  mark'd 
out  by  Virtue  between  them,  where  Fruga- 
lity and  Generofity  refide  together.  Thus 
again,  to  abandon  thofe,  whom  it  is  our  In- 
tereft  to  fupport,  is  an  Excefs  of  Folly  ;  and 
to  fupport  the  Interefts  of  other  People,  to 
the  Ruin  of  our  own,  is  an  Excefs  of  Folly 
like  wife.  But  there  are  Lines  defcribed  by 
Prudence,  between  thefe  two  Exceifes,  with- 
in which  our  common  Literefts  meet,  and 
may  proceed  together. 

It  would  be  an  invidious  as  well  as  tedi- 
ous Talk,  to  go  through  all  the  Inftances, 
which  might  be  produced  ;  wherein  we  have, 
under  Pretence  of  preferving  a  Balance  cf 
Power  in  Rurope^  gratify'd  the  Paffions  of 
particular  Men,  and  ferved  the  Turns  cf  pri- 
vate Intereft,  till  we  have  rendered  that  Prin- 
ciple, in  a  reafonable  Purfuit  of  v/hich  our 
Safety,  and  our  Glory  confift,  the  Occafion 
of  real  Danger  to  the  Intereft,  and  of  Re- 
proach to  the  Wifdom  of  our  Nation.  A  few 
of  thefe  Inftances  will  fuffice  to  deduce   the 
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Progrefs  of  cur  mi/iaken  Pcl'icy,  to  evince 
the  T^riith  of  what  has  been  advanced  in 
general^  and  to  fix  the  Application  of  the 
whole  to  the  prefent  Conjun^ure  ^  wherein  I 
apprehend,  that  we  are  about  to  pay  the  Price 
not  only  of  late  Errors^  but  a  long  Series  of 
EjTrors; 

The^War,  which  began  in  1688,  was  no 
doubt  a  very  neceflary  War.  It  was  neceffary 
to  extinguilh  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland  \  it 
was  neceffary  to  reduce  Ireland ;  it  was  ne- 
ceffary to  affert  the  new  Efliablifhment  of  our 
Government.  Thefe  were  our  imtnediate  Li- 
ierejls  -,  but  we  had  rejyiote  Inferejls  likewife 
concerned,  which  were  of  themlelves  fuffi- 
cient  to  engage  us  to  enter,  at  leaft  as  Allies 
and  Friends,  into  the  War.  The  Empire 
was  in  danger  by  the  taking  of  Philipjlurgh, 
and  other  Enterprizes  of  the  French  ;  and 
Holhmd  lay  once  more  open  to  their  Inva- 
fions,  by  the  feizing  of  Bonne,  In  the  Courfe 
of  this  War,  Ireland  was  reduced  3  all  the 
Efforts  againft  the  Government  in  England 
and  Scotland  were  defeated  ;  and  by  the 
Peace,    France    acknowledged    King  V/il- 

Ham, 

As  unfortunate  as  we  had  been  on  the 
Phine  and  in  Flanders^  every  Thing,  which 
the  French  had  taken  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
War  from  our  Allies,  was  reflored  at  Pvf- 
wick  'y  and  Lzixemboitrg^  which  France  had 
wfurp*d  before  the  War,  was  likewife  given 
up.  Thus  far  all  was  well.  The  Points,  which 
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TLjigland  contended  for,  were  carry'd;  and  our 
Allies  recovered  by  Treaty  more  than  they 
had  lofl  by  War. 

If  a  common  Guaranty  of  this  Treaty  had 
been  enter'd  i^nto  as  foon  as  thofe  Powers  ac- 
ceded, who  refufed  to  fign  when  England 
find  Holland  did  \  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe 
would  have  been  better  fecured,  than  it  was 
at  this  Time,  or  at  the  Peace  of  Ni meg- hen  ; 
at  leaf!  England  would  have  engaged,  as  far 
as  it  became  her  to  do,  even  upon  the  Prin- 
ciple of  maintaining  the  Balance  of  Power^ 
and  no  farther. 

But  inftead  of  taking  this  Step,  we  took 
another,  which  proved  fatal  in  its  Confequen- 
ces.  The  Death  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Spain ^ 
without  Children,  was  then  in  Profped:.  The 
Pretenfions  of  France  were  known,  and  its 
Power  had  been  lately  felt.  Whenever  the 
Cafe  {hould  happen,  a  War  feem'd  to  be  un- 
avoidable. But  this  War  muft  have  been 
made  by  France  alone,  for  the  Conqueft  of 
the  Spanifo  Monarchy ;  which,  as  powerful 
as  we  then  thought  her,  and  as  infoient  as  flie 
really  was,  Ihe  would  not  have  engaged  in 
lightly.  Neither  could  fhe  have  fupported 
it,  if  (he  had,  fince  even  with  Spain  on  her 
Side  (he  could  not  have  fupported  the  laft,  if 
the  Mines  of  Fern  had  not  been  unaccounU 
ably  left  open  to  her. 

On  the  Apprehenfion,  however,  of  fuch  a 
War,  and  on  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  pre- 
serving a  Balance  of  Pov/er  in   Europe^  the 

P  3  Far^ 


(    3S     ) 

TartltioJi  T^reaties  were  made  3  that  Is,  with- 
out the  Knowledge  of  the  King  of  aS^<^/;7,  we 
difpofed  of  his  Inheritance ;  without  the  Con- 
fent  of  the  Emperor,  and  in  Concert  with 
his  adverfe  Party,  we  fettled  the  Rights  con- 
tefted  between  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  and 
Bourbo72  ;  and  we  engaged  to  make  this  Paf- 
tition  good  by  y^rms. 

I  do  not  enter  into  the  Reafons  for  and 
againft  this  Treaty,  which  m.ay  be  drawn 
from  the  particular  Stipulations  contain'd  in 
it,  but  content  myfelf  to  oblerve  in  general, 
what  impolitick  Meafures  we  were  at  this 
Period  betray'd  into,  by  an  over-weening  De- 
fire  to  preferve  the  Balance  of  Power  ;  and 
how  miuch  Reafon  we  have  to  be  always  on 
our  Guard  again  ft  Errors  of  this  Kind,  fince 
a  Prince^  whom  Genius  and  Experience  had 
render'd  the  greateft  Man  of  his  Age,  was 
not  exempt  from  them,  but  drew  both  Eng^ 
land  and  Holland  fatally  into  them. 

Whenever  this  Balance  is  in  real  Danger  by 
the  exorbitant  Growth  of  one  Power,  or  by 
the  Union  of  more,  other  Princes  and  States 
will  be  alarm'd  of  courfe.  All  of  them  ought, 
and  mofl  of  them  will  take  Meafures  for 
their  common  Security.  But  the  wife  Conn- 
Gils  amongft  them  will,  upon  every  fuch  Oc- 
caiion,  proportion  their  Meailircs,  and  the 
Engagements  they  enter  into,  not  according 
to  the  Nature  of  the  Danger  confrderd  gene- 
rally^ but  according  to  the  immediate  or  re- 
mote Relation,  which  it  has  to  each  of  them, 
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and  according  to  the  Stre?2gth,  Situatioit^  or 
any  other  Circumftance,  which  may  be  pecu- 
liar to  each  of  them. 

To  do  otherwife,  would  be  to  lofe  Sight  of 
our  own  particular  Intereft  in  the  Purfuit  of  a 
common  Intereft.  It  would  be  nothing  bet- 
ter than  fetting  up  for  the  Don  ^ixotes  of 
the  World,  and  engage  to  fight  the  Battles  of 
all  Mankind,  The  State,  which  keeps  its  oum 
particular  Interejl  conftantly  in  Vievy,  has^ii 
invariable  Rule  to  go  by ;  and  this  Rule  will 
dired:  and  limit  all  its  Proceedings  in  foreign 
Affairs  ;  fo  that  fuch  a  State  will  frequently 
take  no  Share,  and  frequently  2ijmall  Share  in 
the  Difputes  of  its  Neighbours,  and  will  never 
exert  its  whole  Strength,  but  when  its  Whole 
is  at  Stake.  But  a  State,  who  negleds  to  do 
This,  has  no  Rule  at  all  to  go  by,  and  muft 
fight  to  negotiate,  and  negotiate  to  fight  a- 
gain,  as  long  as  it  is  a  State  ;  becaufe,  as  long 
as  it  is  a  State,  there  will  be  Difputes  among 
its  Neighbours^  and  fome  of  thefc  will  pre- 
vail at  one  Time,  and  fome  at  another,  in 
the  perpetual  Flux  and  Reflux  of  human 
Affairs. 

If  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain^  and 
the  Emperor,  had  made  an  Agreement  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  about  the  Succeflion  to 
the  Dominions  of  Spain^  confiftent  with  the 
common  Intereft  of  Europe,  and  confidering 
the  PartiaUty,  which  the  Court  of  Spain  had, 
at  that  Time,  for  the  Houfe  oi  Aiiftri a,  there 
was  little  Room  to  fear,  that  fuch  an  Agree* 
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ment  would  have  been  too  favourable  to  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  If  any  fuch  Partition 
had  been  made,  I  fay,  no  Objeclion  would 
have  remained,  either  as  to  the  Right  or  Man- 
ner of  making  it,  and  we  might  have  efcaped 
a  War.  If  thefe  Princes  had  done  nothing 
of  this  Kind,  we  might  have  been  engaged 
upon  the  King  of  Spa  hi' s  Death,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, in  a  defenjive  War,  for  preferving  the 
Dominions  of  our  old  Allies,  and  the  Liber- 
ties of  Europe,  againft  the  Ufurpations  of  our 
antient  Enemy.  But  inflead  of  waiting  to 
be  Auxiliaries  in  a  defenjive  War,  we  put 
ourfelves  under  a  Neceffity  of  being  Princl^ 
pah  in  an  ojfenjive  07ie  ;  and  by  affedling  to 
fccure  the  Balance  of  Power,  when  we  had 
neither  Call  nor  Right  to  meddle,  we  redu^ 
ced  our  Affairs  to  this  abjiird  Alternatvve,  that 
we  mud  either  make  an  ofFenfive  War  as 
Principals,  againft  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  in 
order  to  conquer  for  France,  which  was 
equally  impolitick  and  unjuft ,  or  againft 
France  and  Spain,  in  order  to  conquer  for 
the  Emperor,  under  the  greateft  Difadvantagcs 
poflible ;  which  happen'd  to  be  the  Cafe. 

The  Partition  Treaties  forced  the  King  of 
Spain,  to  make  a  Will  in  favour  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  \  and  the  Spaniards  threw  them^ 
fiilves  into  the  Arms  of  France,  to  prevent 
the  Difmemberment  of  their  Monarchy. 

Thus  was  the  Balance  of  Power  loft  by 
our  meddling  where  we  had  nothing  to  do, 
even  before  it  could  have  been  in  Danger,  if 
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we  had  not  meddled  at  all.  We  loft  it,  and 
the  Emperor  knew  that  we  muft  reftore  it 
for  our  own  Sakes,  which  could  be  done  no 
otherwife  than  by  conquering  for  him  ;  and 
This  he  left  us  to  do  the  beft  we  could. 
While  we  fought  his  Battles,  he  lent  us  the 
Aufirian  Title,  the  Perfon  of  his  Son,  the 
prefent  Emperor,  and  little  elfe.  We  ne- 
glecfled  every  Thing,  and  facrificed  every 
Thing  in  the  Profecution  of  this  Qiiarreh' 
But  the  imperial  Councils  were  fo  far  from 
neglecting  any  Thing,  or  facrificing  any  Thing 
to  it,  that  they  feem*d  wholly  taken  up  for 
fome  Years  in  fettling  the  Affiirs  of  Hungary 
to  their  Satisfaction  3  and  they  facrificed  to  an 
idle  Refiinement  in  Politicks  the  greatefl 
Opportunity,  which  we  ever  had,  or  muft 
ever  hope  to  have ;  I  mean  that  of  deft  rowing 
the  naval  Force  of  France^  by  the  taking  of 
Tioiiion,  This  they  deliberately  and  almoft 
avowedly  hlnder'd. 

If  ever  People  were  call'd  upon  to  think  of 
their  oucn  immediate  Intereftsj  we  were  fo  at 
this  Time.  Whether  we  cowXiLthen  have  put 
an  End  to  the  ex  pen  five  War,  we  v/ere  en- 
gaged in  for  the  Houfe  of  Aitftria^  in  a  Man- 
per  confiftent  with  the  puhlick  Intereft  of 
Europe^  I  am  not  able  to  determine.  Certain 
it  is  in  Fad:,  that  far  from  entertaining  any 
fuch  Thoughts,  we  redoubled  our  Spirit,  and 
our  Efforts  in  the  Profecution  of  the  War. 
As  we  acquired  new  Allies,  we  enlarged  our 
Engagements  5  and  as  ^ve  obtain'd  new  Vic- 
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tories,  we  extended  our  Views.  The  grand 
Alliance  form'd  by  King  William^  for  reftor- 
ing  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe^  propofed 
no  other  Objects  than  fujficient  Barriers^  Se- 
curity to  'Trade ^  and  reafonable  SatisfaBion 
to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^,  Thefe  were 
thought,  by  that  great  Prince,  all  the  Points 
neceffary  to  be  contended  for.  Bat  inftead 
of  confining  ourfelves  to  fo  narrow  a  Plan, 
we  judged  that  the  Balance  of  Power  could 
not  be  effe(flually  reftored,  unlefs  we  wrelled 
the  whole  Spaniflo  Monarchy  from  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon^  to  give  it  to  the  Houfe  of  An- 
jtria.  For  this  Prize  we  fought,  and  fought 
with  as  little  Regard  to  all  other  Interefts,  as 
if  we  had  defended  our  own  Altars,  and  our 
own  Houfes. 

Muft  we  not  acknowledge  upon  this  Occa- 
fion,  Sir,  the  Shortnefs  of  human  Forefight  ? 
The  very  Meafure,  which  we  purfued  at  fo 
great  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treafuie,  (  be- 
caufe  nothing  lefs  could  fecure  the  Balance  of 
Power  in  Europe,  and  even  the  Trade  of 
this  Kingdom,  and  the  Proteftant  SuccelTion^ 
agaiuft  the  Invafions  of  France  and  the  Pre- 
tender )  that  very  Meafure  would,  it  feems, 
have  put  all  thefe  into  the  utmoll  Peril. 

If  we  had  fucceeded  in  our  Attempts  to 
fet  the  Crown  of  Spain  on  the  Head  of  the 
prefent'  Emperor,  and  his  Brother  the  Empe- 
ror Jofepb  had  lived  ;  would  our  Danger  from 

*  Vide  Gc  Al.  Art.  8, 
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the  Union  of  thefc  two  Brothers  not  have  been 
at  leaft  as  great,  as  that,  which  is  apprehended 
from  the  Union  of  the  prefent  Emperor,  and 
of  the  prefent  King  of  Spain ^  Rivals  almoft 
from  their  Cradles,  and  by  a  long  Courfe  of 
Oppofition,     fuch  inveterate    Enemies,    that 
they  could  hardly    be   kept^  as  the  Enquirer 
aflures  us,  within  the  Bounds  of  common  De- 
cency toivards  one  another^  by  all  the  Addrefs 
of   two    powerful    Mediators    in   a    pub  lick 
Treaty  ?    Might  not   the   fame  Addrefs^  as 
threw  thefe  Enemies  into  one  another's  ArmSy 
(  for  it  will  appear  they  did  not  run  thither  fo 
unaccountably)  and  united  them  in  Defgns  de- 
Jlruolive  to  the  Commerce  and  Rights  of  other 
Nations,    have   fucceeded    equally   well  be- 
tween the  two  Brothers,  efpecially  fmce   in 
this  Cafe  there  v/ould  have  been  but  Half  the 
Work  to  do  ?  The  Union  would  have  been 
form'd  to  our  Hands,  and  our  Addrefs  could 
only  have  been  fliewn,   in  giving  fuch   pro- 
per Provocations,  as  miglu  have  infpired  the 
Defigns. 

Would  Charles  have  been  lefs  flivourable 
to  the  Trade  of  his  Brother's  Subjeds,  at  any 
Place  in  the  Aujlrian  Dominions,  than  Philip. 
fliews  himfelf  to  the  Trade  of  the  Subjeds  of- 
Charles  ?  Would  Jofeph  not  have  concurrM 
to  aflift  his  Brother  to  regain  Gibraltar,  and 
the  Illand  of  Minorca  ;  at  leaft,  as  zealouily, 
as  we  can  fuonofe,  that  Charles  concurs  to 
affift  Philip,  either  by  good  Offices,  or,  it- 
you  pleafe  to  have  it  fo^   by  Force  of  Arms  ? 
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Would  not  a  League  between  the  two  Bro- 
thers have  been  as  much  a  Popifi  League, 
as  that,  which  we  are  fo  much  alarm'd  at,  be- 
tween the  furviving  Brother,  and  the  prefent 
King  of  Spain  ?  Would  not  the  firft  have 
made  Ufe  of  the  Pretender,  as  the  latter  is 
faid  to  do,  and  as  every  Prince  or  State,  with 
whom  we  happen  to  be  at  Variance,  may  be 
provoked  to  do  ?  In  fhort,  I  may  fafely  chal- 
lenge the  Author  of  the  Enquiry^  as  great  a 
Caiuift  as  he  is,  to  fliew  any  Difference  be- 
tween the  two  Cafes,  which  I  have  compared 
together,  except  this,  that  we  might  have 
been  expofed  to  greater -Dangers  from  that 
Settlement  of  Fjurope^  which  we  fought  to 
bring  about,  than  we  are,  or  can  probably 
be  expofed  to,  from  that,  which  we  were  fo 
folHcitous  to  prevent.  But  the  Cafe  is  ftili 
itronger  than  I  have  put  it.  For  even  after 
ihe  Death  of  the  Emperor  Jofcph^  his  prefent 
Imperial  Majefty,  continued  his  Claim  to  the 
whole  Spanifl:)  Monarchy  ;  and  You^  and  /, 
and  many  of  us,  continued  to  fupport  his 
Claim,  and  oppofed,  with  all  our  Force,  the 
Negotiations  of  Peace,  which  were  begun 
upon  a  different  Principle.  Happily  we  fail'd 
of  Succefs.  The  many,  who  remonftrated, 
that  ive  were  hajiening  apace^  to  make  him  a 
Power  too  great ^  and  too  formidable  ;  and 
and  that  we  JJjoidd  find  in  him^  at  lafi^  the 
E?2emy  we  then  dreaded  only  in  another^  pre- 
vail'd.  Had  they  not,  in  what  a  Condition 
Should  we  have  been  at  this  Time  ?  Would 
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the  Emperor  have  been  more  grateful,  or  lefs 
powerful,  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the 
Ljdies^  added  to  fo  many  others  ?  If  the 
Union  between  him,  and  the  King  oi  Spain ^ 
is  fo  formidable  to  us,  how  much  more  Rea- 
fon  iliould  we  have  had,  to  apprehend  the 
Confequences  to  our  Tirade ^  and  in  the  'End 
to  our  Liberties,  and  our  Religion,  them- 
felves ;  if  thefe  divided  Powers,  had  been 
united  in  the  fame  ungrateful  Perfon,  as  it  is 
the  Mode  at  prefent  to  call  the  Emperor  ? 

If  Don  Carlos  fhould  marry  the  eldefl 
Arch-Duchefs,  if  the  Emperor  fhould  die 
without  Iflue  Male^  Jf  the  King  of  France 
fhould  die  without  Iflue  Male^  if  the  Prince 
of  AJiurias  fhould  die  without  Ifliie  Male^ 
and  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  in  France  and 
Spain  fliould  not  fupport  the  Validity  of  the 
Renunciations,  all  which  is  within  the  Bounds 
ofPoffibility;  "  Don  O^Ao'-^  7nay  be  at  cnce 
^'  Emperor^  King  of  France,  and  King  of 
*^  Spain  ;  arid  have  the  vaji  Strength  and 
^*  Riches  of  all  thefe  Powers  united  and  cen- 
^^  te?''d  in  him!'  This  terrible  Objefl:  ftares 
our  fpeculative  Enquirer  m  the  Face,  and 
diflurbs  his  Head.  It  diflurbs  very  probably 
thofe  excellent  Heads,  who  fet  him  a  fcrib- 
bling,  who  can  fee  fo  far  into  Futurity  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  who,  not  very  long  ago,  were  un- 
able to  difcern  the  nearefh  and  moft  probable 
Events.  Let  us  confider  now,  what  Confe- 
quence  of  this  Kind  might  have  happened  ; 
i£  for  fecuring  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe^ 

the 
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the  prefent  Emperor  had  been  hkewife  King 
of  Spain,  If  then  the  King  of  Fi^ance^  in- 
ftead  of  marrying  the  Daughter  of  Stanifiaus^ 
had  marry 'd  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  the  Em- 
peror, which  furely  had  been  within  the 
Bounds  of  Poflibility  ;  there  w^ould  remain 
but  one  Chance  at  this  Time,  viz.  The  Em- 
peror having  a  Son,  to  fave  us  from  the  Com- 
bination of  fuch  a  Power,  as  would  in  re'aHty 
form  what  we  commonly,  tho'  improperly, 
call  Univerfal  Monarchy  ;  fince  there  would 
be  nothing  elfe,  which  could  hinder  Lewis 
XV  from  being  King  of  France^  of  Spain^ 
and  of  the  TV  eft-Indies,  Mafter  of  all  the 
Aiijlrian  Dominions  5  and,  by  Confequence, 
Em.peror.  The  Truth  I  would  inculcate  by 
what  I  have  fiid  is  this,  that  as  the  Parti- 
tion "treaty  threw  too  much  Weight  into  the 
Scale  of  Bourbon,  to  the  Deilrudion  of  the 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  ;  fo  the  neceffary 
Confequence  of  the  War  we  made  to  reflorc 
this  Balance  muft  have  been,  if  we  had  fuc~ 
ceeded  according  to  our  Defires,  to  deftroy  it 
again,  by  throwing  too  much  Weight  into 
the  Scale  of  Anfiria,  This  has  been  proved 
by  the  Event,  and  the  E?iquirer  demonftrates 
it,  or  he  demonstrates  nothing. 

As  far,  therefore,  as  we  have  brought  this 
Dedu6lion,  that  is,  to  the  End  of  the  laft  War; 
it  is  manifeft  that  the  Notion  of  preferving  a 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  has,  for  the 
Reafons  touch'd  upon  above ,  and  which 
every  Man  wdli  extend  in  his  own  Thoughts, 

proved 
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proved  to  us  like  an  Ig?2is  fafuus  ;  in  the 
Parfuit  of  which  we  have  been  led  from 
Difficulty  to  Difficulty,  and  from  Danger  to 
Danger. 

If  we  enquire  whether  the  Treaties  of 
Utrecht  and  Bade?!  did  afford  us  an  Opportu- 
nity of  correding  our  Errors,  and  of  profiting 
by  our  Experience,  it  will  be  found  that  they 
did  ;  fince  all  the  Points,  which  had  been  in 
Conteft  were  then  fettled,  and  this  Settlement 
acquiefced  in  by  all  the  Parties  to  the  War, 
except  the  Emperor,  who  kept  up  ftill  his 
Claim  againft  Philip  V. 

But  the  keeping  up  this  Claim  could  not 
have  endanger'd  the  publick  Tranquility.  He 
was  unable  to  attack  Spain  for  want  of  a 
maritime  Force,  or  even  Sicily^  which  was 
covered  befides  by  the  Guaranty  of  the  Neu- 
trality of  Italy ;  and  this  Neutrality  ferved 
likewife  to  hinder  Spain  from  attacking  him. 
There  might  have  been  a  War  of  the  Pen, 
and  there  could  have  been  no  other  between 
them. 

At  the  worfl,  if  the  King  of  Spain  had 
invaded  any  Part  of  Itah\  the  Guarantees  of 
the  Neutrality  might  eafily  have  prevented 
fuch  an  Attempt  -,  and  in  fo  doing  they 
would  have  obferved  the  Treaties,  and  kept 
the  Peace,  far  from  breaking  either  one  or 
the  other. 

In  fuch  a  State  of  forel2;n  Affairs,  we  had 
certainly  an  Opportunity  of  looking  carefully 
after  cur  own.     The  King  of  Spain  had  no 
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Pretence  to  alk  for  any  Alteration  in  the  Set- 
tlement fo  lately  efta"blilli'd  with  his  own 
Confent  ;  and  the  Emperor  could  not  have 
complain'd  of  his  Majefty  for  obferving  Trea- 
ties, which  he  would  not  have  made,  but 
which  he  found  made ;  nor  for  refufing  to 
enter  into  a  new  War  on  this  Account. 

Whether  we  improved  this  Opportunity, 
or  not,  what  our  prefent  Condition  is,  and 
by  what  Steps  we  have  been  reduced  to  it,  I 
leave  to  the  Enquiry  of  fome  Perfon  more 
capable  than  myfelf.  Let  it  fuffice,  that  I 
have  endeavoured  to  remove  fome  Delulions, 
which  have  affeded  even  Men  of  the  beft 
Underftandings,  and  the  beft  Intentions^  and 
to  prepare  the  Minds  of  my  Countrymen  to 
confider,  at  this  critical  Point  of  Time,  what 
our  national  Intereft  really  is,  without  being- 
biafs'd  in  their  Judgments,  by  what  they  may 
have  thought  of  it  on  any  former  Occafions* 


I  am. 

Mod  Noble  Sir, 

Your  Honour's 

moft  devoted  Servant, 

February  3, 
J726-7.  The  Occafional  Writer. 

POST= 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

JUST  after  I  had  fen t  thefe  Sheets  to  the 
Prefs,  a  Paper,  in  titled,  A  Letter  to  the 
Occafional  Writer^  was  brought  to  me.  I  have 
read  this  ftiff  pedantick  Piece,  with  more 
Attention  than  it  deferves,  though  I  read  it 
curforily  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  Pains 
which  the  Author  takes  to  pafs  for  you,  T  am 
ready  to  acquit  you  of  the  Scandal.  You 
would  certainly  have  writ  better,  and  your 
Pen  at  leaft  would  not  have  appeared  fo 
near  a-kin  to  that  of  the  0''aftfman  Extra-- 
ordinary. 

Who  this  Author  fuppofes  the  Occaflonal 
Writer  to  be,  I  cannot  guefs.  Such  a  Wretch 
as  he  defcribes  is,  I  believe,  to  be  found  no 
where,  nor  even  fuch  an  Image  of  Guilt  and 
Mifery  any  where,  except  in  the  Horrors  of 
his  own  Mind,  I  fliall  therefore,  with  a  de^ 
cent  Contempt  for  this  fcurrilous  Scribbler, 
and  without  any  Concern  about  his  imagi- 
nary Correfpondent,  continue  thefe  inoffen- 
five  Letters,  in  great  Tranquility  and  Sedate- 
nefs,  as  often  as  Occafion  invites  me,  or  as  I 
find  myfelf  in  the  Humour. 


E  THE 
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The  Occafional  Writer. 

Number    III. 

To  the  fame. 


^ds  tCj  Jtinjeniim  cojjfideiitijjfme^  mjlras 
Jttjfft  adire  DomosF^aid've  him  pet  is?  itiquiUjit  iJky 
Scis  Proteu^  fcis  ipfe  'y  ueque  efl  tefallere  cuiqusim. 

ViRG. 


Moft  Noble  S  i  r, 

WHEN  I  writ  the  Poflfcript  to 
my  laft  Letter,  I  believed  firm- 
ly that  the  Anfwer  to  the  Occa^ 
Jional  JV?'iter  was,  neither  writ 
by  yon,  nor  publifh'd  by  your  Order.  Many 
Confiderations  determined  me  to  this  Opinion. 
For  Inftance  5  I  could  not  think,  that  in  order 
to  vent  yourfelf  in  a  Fit  of  Railing,  you 
would  draw  a  Pidlure  out  of  your  own  Ima- 
gination, which  cannot  pafs  for  that  of  the 
Perfon,  who  writ  to  you,  even  in  the  low  and 
vile  Charad:er  he  affumcd,  and  which  you 
will  hardly  venture  to  own  that  you  meant 
to  be  the  Refemblance  of  any  Man  in  Bri- 
tain, I  could  not  perfuade  myfelf  that  you 
would  give  Occafion,  as  I  apprehend  very 
much  that  you  may  have  done,  to  the  draw- 
ing of  another  Pifture  after  the  Life^   which 

no 
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no  one  will  miftake,  and  which  you  will  not 
be  curious  to  place  in  your  Colle6lion  of 
Paintings.  I  have,  with  the  reft  of  Mankind, 
a  great  Regard  for  fome  of  your  Friends  ;  but 
I  have,  with  the  reft  of  Mankind  likewife,  a 
great  Regard  for  your  particular  Enemies, 
among  whom  it  feem'd  impoffible  to  me  that 
you,  who  know  them  fo  well,  ftiould  pre- 
fume  to  find  either  Slaves  or  Criminals,  or 
infolvent  Debtors.  I  dare  affirm,  that  there 
is  not  one  of  them,  who  ever  mortgaged  his 
Rftate  for  more  than  its  value ^  or  reduced 
himfelf  7iear  the  Necejjity  of  livifig  by  Contri- 
bution, 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  Motives,  which  in- 
duced me  to  acquit  you  of  the  Scandal,  as  I 
then  thought  it,  of  writing  this  Paper.  But 
upon  better  Information,  and  farther  Reflec- 
tion, I  have  changed  my  Opinion  ;  and  I  fee 
nothing  inconfiftent  with  my  Refpeft  for  you, 
in  believing  that  you  did  write  it. 

As  great  an  Advantage  as  it  is  in  all  the 
Affairs  of  Life  for  a  Man  to  keep  his  Tem- 
per, it  is  often  excufable,  and  perhaps  fome- 
times  even  Praife- worthy,  to  lofe  it.  When 
a  Minifter  is  contradifted  in  Matters  relating 
to  his  Adminiftration,  and  when  bufy  People 
iliall  prefume  to  afk  his  Reafons,  inftead  of 
fubmitting  to  his- Authority,  can  we  wonder 
if  his  Paffion  traiilports  him  into  Rhodomon- 
tades,  and  if  he  behaves  himfelf  a  little  wild- 
ly ?  But  when  the  Virtue  of  a  Minifter  like 
you^  whofe  whole  Life  has  been  one  bright 

E*-2  Example 
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Example  of  publick  and  private  Virtue,  fhall 
be  fufpeded,  fo  far  as  to  be  tempted  to  Paf- 
fion  ;  who  can  refufe  him  even  Applaufe,  if 
his  generous  Soul,  tranfported  with  a  jufh  In- 
dignation, breathes  forth  fuch  Expreffions, 
as  might,  upon  a  lefs  Occafion,  pafs  for  inde- 
cent Ribaldry  ? 

This  was  your  Cafe,  mofl  noble  Sir,  in  the 
Trial,  which  I  prefumed  lately  to  make,  with 
too  much  Boldnefs  perhaps,  but  furely  with 
a  very  good  Defign.  A  Man  writes  to  you 
from  his  Garret,  defcribes  himfelf  as  a  profti- 
tute  Scribbler,  and  offers  you  the  Service  of  his 
Pen  ;  this,  and  this  alone  appears  to  you  j 
upon  which  a  noble  Indignation  feizes  you, 
and  you  ftrike  boldly,  though  you  ftrike  in 
the  Dark  3  there  is  really  fomewhat  fine  in 
this  Sally  of  Refentment,  and  it  confirms,  in 
the  higheft  Degree,  the  Sentiments  I  have 
long  entertained  of  your  Integrity,  of  your 
Ability,  and  of  a  certain  Grace,  which  accom- 
panies and  gives  a  Luftre  to  every  Part  of 
your  Condudl. 

The  Share  I  have  had  in  this  Adventure, 
affords  mQ  great  Satisfadion.  Your  Anger 
fell  on  a  feign'd  Charader,  and  hurts  me  not ; 
but  the  Honour  of  having  drawn  an  Anfwer 
from  ^  /ir/l  Mhiijier^  and  an  Anfwer  i?i  print, 
accrues  to  me,  and  is  fuch  a  one,  as  the 
greateft  of  our  weekly  Authors  could  never 
boaft. 

Give  me  Leave  therefore  to  be  tranfported 
in  my  Turn,   but  to  be  tranfported  with  Joy, 

and 
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and  to  infert  an  Abftradl  of  your  Anfwer  in 
this  Paper,  as  Balzac  placed  at  the  Head  of 
his  Works  a  Letter  from  the  Cardinal  de 
Richlieu.  I  confalt  my  own  Honour,  it  muft 
be  confefs'd,  in  doing  this,  but  I  confider  ftill 
more  that  juft  Applaufe  and  Admiration, 
which  I,  with  the  reft  of  the  World,  am  ob- 
liged on  this  Occaiion  to  give  you. 

To  thofe  Parts  of  the  Occajional  Writer  ^ 
Letter,  which  fhew  that  you  are  at  this  Junc- 
ture in  want  of  fuch  Services,  as  the  Scoun- 
drel he  perfonated  might  be  fit  to  do,  you 
make  no  Reply.  The  Want  you  feem  to 
admit,  but  the  Offer  of  Service  you  rejeft  j 
let  the  Publick  hear  in  what  Manner. 


AbJlraB  of  the   M — /s    ANSWER 

to  the  Occafional  Writer. 

Pag,  I.  "  'Tp H  O*  you  have  not  fign'd  your 
"  JL  Name,  I  know  you.  Becaufe, 
*'  a  Man,  who  is  Vv^ithout  ail  Principles  of  Ho- 
*'  nefty,  who  in  no  one  thing  can  be  rcly'd 
*^  upon,  a  Betrayer  of  his  Friend,  a  Traitor 
''  to  his  Prince,  an  Enemy  to  his  Country,  a 
"  perjured,  ungrateful,  unfaithful  Rafcal,  muft 
*'  be  Ton  ;  one,  who  is  a  Compofition  of  all 
"  thefe,  can  be  only  Ton. 

Pag,  2.  "  You  are  an  infamous  Fellow, 
"  who  make  a  Reputation  of  doing  Mif- 
*^  chief;  and  Herojiratus  and  Nero^  were  not 
^'  greater  Villains  than  Tou, 

E  3  .^^You 
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^*  You  are  of  fo  profligate  a  Characler,  that 
"  in  your  Profperity  no  Body  envy*d  you, 
"  and  in  your  Difgrace  no  Body  pities  you. 

"  You  were  in  the  Intere.ft  of  France^  and 
*'  of  thePc^^',  as  hath  appear'd  by  your  Wri- 
"  tings,  and  you  went  out  of  the  Way  to  fave 
*'  yourfelf  from  the  Gallows. 

Pag.  3.  "  You  are  a  Fellow,  who  have  no 
*'  Confcience  at  all,  or  a  damnable  complying 
*'  one  ;  and  if  you  would  lend  it  to  me,  it 
*'  ivouldbe  of  no  iife  to  ?Jie, 

*'  You  have  ?20  Abilities  ;  you  are  an  cman- 
"  cipated  Slave ^  2i  proj'cribed  Criminal^  and  an 
*^  infolvent  Debtor  -^  and  I  am  not  in  fuch  a 

defperate  forlorn  Condition,  to  employ  a 

Fellow,  who  hath  no  'Talejits, 

Pag.  4.   "  You  have  been  a  Traitor^  and 
''  fliould  be  ufed  like  one.     And  I   love  my 
*'  Mafter  fo  well,  that  I  v/ill  never  advife  him 
''  to  ufe  you,  leji  you  fiould  jofde  me  out  of 
'^  my  Employment. 

"  The  Majority  are  of  my  Opinion.  One 
^'  Side  rails  at  you,  the  other  diflikes  you  ; 
*'  and  that  PaU?iurus  would  deferve  to  be 
**  drown'd  indeed,  who  let  you  have  the  Rud- 
*'  der,  if  he  could  help  it. 

Pag.  5.  ''  I  do  not  value  what  Tou  or  your 
^^  Company  fay  of  me  ;  neither  am  I  to  be 
''  frighted  with  a  parliamentary  Scrutiny. 
"  You  rail  at  me,  becaufe  you  envy  me  ;  and 
*^  I  defpife  all  that  a  Man  in  the  Impotence 
*'  of  Difgrace  can  do  againft  me,  who  could 
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"  never  terrify    me    in   the    Zenith  of  his 
"  Power." 

^/jen  follow  thefe  admirable  Arguments, 

Pag,  6,7,  8.  *'  I.  You  may  talk  what  you 
*'  will  of  Frafice^  Spain y  and  the  Emperor, 
^'  Power  is  fludluating,  and  perhaps,  I  know 
*'  who  is  Britain's  Enemy  as  well  as  another. 
*'  II.  Though  we  did  lend  the  Emperor  a 
''  helping  Hand,  we  are  not  to  let  him  do 
"  what  he  pleafes  ;  and  when  we  fet  him  up, 
**  it  was  good  Politicks,  and  now  it  is  equally 
*^  good  to  take  him  down.  III.  I  don't  que- 
^  Jiion  but  we  fhall  humble  him.  IV.  I  muft 
*'  tell  you  plainly,  You  and  I,  as  to  foreign 
^'  Affairs,  differ  widely  in  Opinion.  V.  When 
^^  our  Neighbours  grow  fancy  and  encroach- 
^^  ing,  it  is  high  Time  to  look  about  us,  and 
'*  not  to  be  taken  napping,  VI.  I  know  you 
*'  are  like  the  Emperor,  becaufe  he  is  like 
"  yourfelf  in  Ingratitude  ;  and  you  hate  our 
"  Friend  France^  becaufe  you  were  well  re- 
"  ceived  there. 

"  If  any  Body  fays  any  Thinp;  of  me, 
"  pray,  tell  them  ALL  THESE  THINGS, 
"  But  for  all  that,  I  will  not  give  yoit  an  Efn- 
"  phyment, 

'^  I  know  you  to  be  fo  hot-headed,  that 
*'  when  you  have  read  this,  you  will  vent  all 
*'  your  Malice  againft  me.  But  I  do  not 
*'  value  it ;  for  I  would  rather  have  you  my 
*"  Enemy  than  my  Friend. 

E  4  ^'  Change. 
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*'  Change  your  Names,  and  be  as  abufivc 
"  and  fcurriloiis  as  you  pleale,  I  iliall  find 
*'  you  out.  I  am  Arijlceus-,  you  are  Prctet^s, 
"  You  may  change  to  a  Flame,  a  Lyon,  a 
*'  Bull,  or  a  Bear,  I  {hall  know  you,  baffle 
*'  you,  conquer  you,  and  contemn  you.  All 
*'  your  Oppofition  will  redound  to  my  Ho-- 
"  nour  and  Glory.  And  lb,  Sir,  I  fcofn  your 
*'  proftcr'd  Services.     Sir, 

'*  Tour  mojl^  &c." 

How  great !  how  fi'ce  !  how  bold !  how 
generous !  Well  may  thofe,  who  have  the 
Honour  of  a  near  Approach  to  you,  extol  the 
noble  Opennels  of  your  Nature,  v^^hich  dif- 
plays  itfelf  in  this  uncommon  Manner ;  and 
think  that  Temper  in  a  Statefman  truly  ad- 
mirable, which  lofes  itfelf  fo  glorioufly.  Did 
ever  Minifter  fpeak  fo  plainly,  or  lay  himfelf 
fo  open  to  any  Man,  and  efpecially  to  fuch  a 
Man,  as  you  fuppofed  yourfelf  writing  to  at 
that  Time  ?  Far  from  difcovering  Hatred  and 
Contempt  of  fuch  Wretches,  Perfons  in  your 
Situation  have  generally  encouraged,  and  even 
feared  them.  Nay,  they  have  fometimes 
afpired  to  be  themfelves  of  that  Clafs ;  and 
Seneca  s>  Apccolocynthofis  upon  Claudius^  is 
not  the  fole  Inflance  of  Minifters,  who  have 
dipp'd  their  Fens  in  Satyr,  to  rail  at  the  Me- 
mory of  a  dead  Prince. 

But  now,  after  this  honourable  Declaration, 
which  you  have  made,  after  this  great  Ex- 
ample, which  you  have  given,  let  every  mer- 
cenary? 
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cenary  Scribbler,  every  Tool  of  fecret  Service, 
tremble  and  defpair.  Long  may  you  live, 
mod  noble  Sir,  the  jufl:  Model  of  a  Minifler, 
who  fcorns  the  Affiflance  of  Flattery,  Fal- 
fliood,  Artifice,  or  Corruption. 

I  have  devoted  myfelf  to  your  Service,  and 
iliall  certainly  attend  you  through  every  Stage 
of  your  Fortune  ;  as  long  as  we  both  draw 
vital  Air,  you  fhall  feel  the  EfFedts  of  my 
Zeal  in  your  Caufe,  and  I  promife  you  very 
folemnly,  that  from  henceforward  I  will  live 
for  no  other  Purpofe  ;  fo  that  I  am  perfuaded, 
you  will  hear  with  Pleafure  the  three  Engage- 
menfs^  which  I  think  it  proper  to  take  witli 
the  Publick  and  with  you. 

The  firfl  is,  that  my  Pen  fhall  conflantly 
preferve  Decency  and  good  Manners  ;  and 
fhall  never  be  flain'd  with  any  Abufe  of  par- 
ticular Perfons.  I  w^ill  chaftife  Vice,  I  will 
expofe  Folly,  and  I  will  combat  Error,  wliere- 
ever  I  find  them.  But  I  will  never  touch  up- 
on any  unalterable  Defefts  in  Figure,  in  Fa- 
mily, in  Birth,  in  any  kind  whatfoever ; 
much  lefs  will  I  allow  myfelf  to  hint  at  any 
particular  Scandal,  or  even  to  mention  any 
real  Misfortune,  which  may  equally  befal  the 
befl  and  the  worfl  of  Men  -,  unlefs  I  am  forced 
by  my  Subjedl  to  it,  and  unlefs  I  can  foften 
the  Evil  by  the  very  Manner  of  recalling  it 
to  Memory,  To  attack  a  Vice,  a  Folly  or 
an  Error,  is  Gorredion.  To  attack  the  Per- 
fon,  is  Defamation.  He,  v/ho  writes  an  In- 
vedtive^  does  a  filly  Thing,  becaufc  he  bfes 
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his  End  ;  and  the  wifeft  of  Men  has  faid,  He 
that  littereth  Slander  is  a  FooL  Even  Truth 
lofes  its  Force  in  an  InvecSive,  as  it  does  in  a 
Panegyrick  ;  in  one,  it  is  thrown  into  the 
Lump  with  Malice,  in  the  other,  with  Flat- 
tery ;  and  he,  who  is  guilty  of  the  firft,  that 
is,  he  who  writes  againft  the  Man,  not  againft 
his  Crimes,  his  Follies,  or  his  Errors,  feldoni 
proves  any  thing  more  than  his  own  Envy, 
and  the  other's  Superiority.  To  conclude 
this  Head,  he,  who  writes  an  Invedive,  does 
a  bafe  and  wicked  Thing  ;  becaufe  his  De- 
fign  is  to  diflurb  the  Quiet,  and  deftroy  the 
Peace  of  another  Man,  but  not  to  reform  him, 
or  to  ferve  the  Fublick.  The  Pen  of  fuch  a 
Writer,  like  one  of  thofe  Scourges,  of  which 
the  profound  Meibomiiis  has  writ  fo  learnedly, 
while  it  chaftifes  the  Perfon,  ferves  only  to 
provoke  the  Vice. 

The  Jecoiid  Obligation^  wdiich  I  lay  myfelf 
under,  and  which  equally  becomes  a  Man, 
who  writes  in  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  is  that  of 
intire  Difmterejlednefs, 

I  know  the  Generofity  of  your  Nature,  I 
know  what  Places  and  Penfions  have  been  the 
Rewards  of  fome  very  mean  Performances  in 
Verfe  and  Profe  ;  and  that  R.R.  State-Writer, 
of  whom  we  are  obliged  to  afk  Bleffing,  is 
moft  certainly  not  at  the  Head  of  our  Pro- 
feffion.  Thefe  Examples,  and  a  due  Confi- 
deration  of  the  Importance  of  my  Services, 
teach  me  fufficiently  what  Expedations  I 
might  entertain^    without  ^ny  Rifque  of  a 
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Difappolntment.  But  I  have  neither  Ambi- 
tion of  this  Kind,  nor  Avarice.  My  Fortune 
is  above  wanting  the  Neceffaries,  and  my 
Philofophy  above  wanting  the  Superfluities  of 
Life.  I  therefore  difcharge  you  from  all  Ob- 
ligation of  rewarding  my  Services ;  and  I  willi 
for  the  fake  of  your  Eafe,  your  Honour,  and 
your  Safety,  my  Example  was  likely  to  be  fol- 
low'd. 

When  we  behold  a  great  Man  am.ong  a 
Croud  of  diiinterefted  Friends,  we  know  that 
they  follow  his  Virtues,  and  his  Merit ;  when 
we  hear  an  Orator  bring  over  the  Majority  of 
an  unprejudiced  Audience  to  his  Opinion,  we 
muft  impute  it  to  the  Force  of  his  Eloquence. 
But  furely  it  is  as  rare  for  a  Minifter  to  have 
difintereiled  Friends,  as  an  unprejudiced  Au- 
dience, fo  that  a  Number  of  Followers  can 
be  no  Proof  of  his  perfonal  Virtues,  or  a  Ma- 
jority of  his  Eloquence. 

The  Antients.  placed  great  Happinefs  in 
their  inemptce  dcipes  -,  I  would  rather  you 
fhould  place  yours  in  the  inefnpti  amicu  But 
alas !  Sir,  as  amJable  as  you  are,  this  Happi- 
nefs will  hardly  fall  to  your  Lot,  in  our  de- 
generate Age;  and  I  know  not  whether  to 
maintain  your  Power,  you  may  not  be  forced 
to  tarniih  the  Luftre  of  your  glorious  Admi- 
niftration.  The  King  has  indeed  the  Hearts 
of  the  People;  his  Service  will  .always  be 
fupported  by  a  national  Concurrence,  becaufe 
his  Views  are  always  dired:ed  to  the  national 
Qood.    This  Part  is  eafy  and  fccure^  but  when 
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once  Men  come  to  diftinguifh  between  the 
King's  Service  and  yours,  there  will  arife  an- 
other Part  not  fo  eafy  nor  fecure.  You  have 
blended  them  pretty  artfully  together  hitherto, 
but  I  doubt  the  Difcrimination  is  at  Hand. 
When  that  comes,  you  will  be  reduced  to  a 
melancholy  Alternative  j  which  I  beg  you  to 
think  of,  and  to  prepare  for.  To  quit  your 
Power  and  your  Pretenfions,  and  to  quit  them 
before  you  have  eftablifh'd  in  your  Room  that 
dear  Brother  of  yours,  who  does  you  fo  much 

Service  at  home,  by  tiring  the ,  and  the 

Nation  fo  much  Honour  abroad  by  diverting 
the  C —  of  F--^ — ,  would  indeed  be  hard. 
But,  on  the  other  Hand,  be  pleafed  to  confider 
that  this  Nation  has  gone  very  far  into  Cor- 
ruption already,  that  there  is  a  Point  of  Cor- 
ruption, to  which  no  Nation  can  arrive  and 
recover  their  Liberties,  if  they  are  loft ;  or 
even  preferve  them,  if  they  are  not  loft,  ac- 
cording to  MachiaveTs  Obfervation  ,  and 
that  whoever  is  the  Inftrument  of  plunging 
his  Country  irretrievably  into  this  Abyfs,  I 
ufe  a  Word  you  feem  fond  of,  will  fall  into  a 
terrible  Abyfs  himfelf,  and  have  no  Superiority 
any  where,  but  where  the  Briber  ftands  be- 
fore the  Bribed^  as  the  Devil  ftands  before 
the  Sifiner, 

You  fee.  Sir,  how  my  Zeal  tranfports  me, 
and  carries  me  upon  the  leaft  Plint,  which 
may  be  improved  to  your  Honour  or  Service, 
even  cut  of  my  Subjed.     I  return  to  it,  and 
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the  third  Engagement^  which  I  take  is  to  ob- 
ferve  a  ilridt  Impartiality. 

To  do  otherwiie,  would  be  to  a6l  contrary 
to  my  Nature,  and  to  the  Dictates  of  my 
Reafon.     I  have  a  natural  Abhorrence  of  In- 
juflice,and  I  confider'd,  when  1  firft  drew  my 
Pen,  in  how  particular  a  Manner  it  behoves 
us  political  Writers  to   be  on  our  Guard,  a- 
gainft  falling  into  any  Partiality.    The  Judge 
is  circumfcribed  bv  Forms,  to  the  Obfervance 
of  which  he  is  bound  ;  he  has  the  Law  open 
before  him  ;  the  Parties,  on  whom  he  fits  in 
Judgment,  are  generally  indifferent  to  him, 
and  far  from  having  any  of  his  Paffions  awa- 
ken'd,  the  whole  Man  is  fometimcs  prone  to 
Sleep.     When   there   is  Room   to  fufpedl  a 
Judge  of  Partiality  in  a  particular  Cafe,  it  is 
agreeable  to  the  Pradice  of  fome  Countries 
that  he  (hould  decline  prefiding  at  the  Trial, 
or  be  obliged  to  withdraw  at  the  Requifition 
of  the  Party.  With  all  thefe,  and  many  other 
Precautions,  which   wife  Conflitutions  have 
eilabliili'd,  it  is  neither  eafy  nor  fafe  for  the 
venerable  Sages  of  the  Law  to  exercife  Par- 
tiality.    But  we  political  Writers  are  not  un- 
der the  fame  Reftraints,  and  are  expofed  to 
ftrong  Temptations.     No  Forms  are  prefcri- 
bed  to  regulate  our  Proceedings  ^  no  particu- 
lar Laws,    adapted  to  the  particular  Cafes, 
which  may  occur,  lie  open  before  us.     The 
general  Law  of  Reafon  is  the  only  Rule  we 
have  to  follow  \  the  Application  of  this  Rule 
recjuires  the  m.oll  nice  exai^lnefsj  and  vv'e  an 
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obliged  to  make  this  Application  often,  In 
pronouncing  Judgment  on  Men  and  Things, 
when  we  are  the  moft  warmly  engaged  in 
thofe  civil  Contefts,  which  the  Duty  of  our 
Profeffion  expofes  us  to,  and  even  when  our 
Tempers  are  ruffled  by  Oppofition.  From 
which  Confideration,  the  Difficulty  of  preferv- 
ing  a  ftrid:  Impartiality  may  evidently  ap- 
pear ;  give  me  Leave,  however,  to  illuftrate 
this  Matter  a  little  farther. 

In  the  Athenia?2  Commonwealth,  the  Citi- 
zen, who  took  no  Side,  was  deetn'd  indifferent 
to  the  publick  Good,  and  was  branded  for 
his  infamous  Neutrality.  Now,  if  fuch  an 
Obligation  as  this  lay  upon  every  private 
Citizen,  in-  that  democratical  Government,  it 
is  certain,  that  we  publick  Perfons,  at  leaft, 
ought  to  think  ourfelves  under  the  fame  Obli- 
gation, even  in  this  limited  Monarchy  of 
ours.  Indifference  mufl  be  a  Crime  in  us,  to 
be  ranked  but  one  Degree  below  Treachery  * 
for  deferting  the  Commonwealth  is  next  to 
betraying  it.  Our  Duty  mufl  oblige  us  in  all 
publick  Difputes  to  take  the  beft  Side,  and  to 
efpoufe  it  with  Warmth ;  this  Warmth  will 
beget  Warmth  ;  for  you  Imow^  Sir,  that  the 
worfl  Side  is  not  always  the  worfl  defended. 
Provocations  will  multiply  daily,  and  we  may 
be  attacked  in  the  moft  fenfible  Parts.  You, 
Sir,  yourfelf,  may  for  aught  I  know  be  in- 
fulted,  and  your  fpodefs  Charafter  may  be 
defiled  by  fome  fancy  Scribbler ;  in  this  licen- 
tious Age,  nothing  is  held  facred  -,  under  the 
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fpecious  Pretence  of  Free-thinking,  the  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  very  Being  of  God,  have 
been  openly  call'd  in  Queftion,  and  Reflec- 
tions on  your  Adminiftration  may  poffibly 
fteal  into  the  World. 

Suppofe,  for  a  Moment,  that  any  Thing 
fo  monftrous  as  this  fliould  happen,  that  you 
fliould  be  diredtly  inveigh'd  again  ft,  or  which 
perhaps  is  more  poignant  ironically  com- 
mended, and  then  confider  how  difficult  it 
would  be  for  a  profefs'd  Admirer  of  you, 
heated  in  the  Conteft,  to  keep  his  Temper, 
and  to  preferve  his  Impartiality  ^  you  mufi: 
agree  with  me,  the  Talk  would  be  extremely 
difficult. 

But  I  am  fure  you  will  agree  likevvife,  that 
as  difficult  as  it  would  be,  a  confcientious  Man 
ought  to  impofe  it  upon  himfelf. 

The  ill  Effedls  of  Partiality  in  us  political 
Writers,  when  it  carries  us  to  give  unjuft  and 
falfe  Reprefentations   of   Men  and  Things, 
will  not  be  thought  of  little  Moment  by  you, 
who  labour  for  Fame,   and  expedl  a  great 
Part  of  your  Reward  from  Pofterity,  as  Po- 
flerity  is  to  receive  a  great  Part  of  the  Advan- 
tages, which  your  ^ivife  and  virtuous  Admini- 
ftration  procures,    in    revivhig,   fupporiingj, 
and  extendi ?2g  Credit^  in  opening  fo  comfort- 
able a  ProfpeB  of  the  Payme?it  of  our  DebtSy 
in  firengthning  us  abroad  by  fo  many  hinefcial 
Alliances^  and  above  all  in  a/rnending  our  Mo^ 
rals,    by  the  total  Difcouragement  of  every 
kind  of  Art  if ce  and  Corruption. 
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The  Civil  Maglftrate  may  give  away  a 
Man's  Eftate,  or  take  away  his  Life  ;  but  we 
can  do,  and  often  have  done  more  ;  we  fet 
the  general  Characters  and  particular  Aftions 
of  Men  in  what  Light  we  pleafe,  and  deliver 
them  down,  fometimes  very  unjuftly,  under 
the  moft  amiable,  or  the  moil  hateful  Colours 
to  future  Ages  3  for  the  rafli  Sentence  we  pro- 
nounce is  eagerly  received ,  and  as  eagerly 
tranfmitted  by  thofe,  who  are  animated  with 
the  fam^e  Paffion. 

In  this  Manner  are  unjuft,  and  even  falfe 
Reprefentations  eftabliflVd.  They  become 
the  general  Opinion  of  Mankind,  and  then, 
although  our  Works  fliould  grow  out  of  Date 
as  faft  as  a  Gazette,  which  it  muft  be  con- 
fefs'd  happens  very  frequently  ;  yet  Jftill  the 
Mifchief  is  done,  the  Hifiorian  perpetuates 
the  Slander,  which  the  Politician  broach'd, 
and  triumphs  in  the  cotemporary  Authority, 
upon  which  he  writes  to  ferve  the  prefent 
Turn,  or  to  fatisfy  Refentment  of  Party  ; 
fuch  Perfons  as  have  no  other  Crime  but  that 
of  differing  in  Opinion  from  us,  and  fuch 
Events  as  have  no  other  Demerit,  but  our 
Difiike  of  the  Perfons,  who  bring  them  about^ 
are  loaded  with  Lifamy.  Poflerity  is  im.pofed 
upon  as  well  as  the  prefent  Age,  and  the  Chil- 
dren continue  the  Fathers  Vengeance,  with- 
out having  the  Fathers  Provocation. 

This  faint  Sketch  of  fome  Confequences 
that  follow  the  Partiality  of  political  Writers, 
and  of  the  Danger  wherein  we  all  fland   ot' 
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being  tranfported  by  our  own  Paflions,  or 
hurry'd  by  thofe  of  other  People,  fo  far  to  be 
anfwerable  for  fuch  Confequences,  may  fuffice 
to  fhew  how  much  Reafon  there  is  for  a 
Man,  who  undertakes  the  Career  I  am  enter- 
ing upon,  to  be  watchful  over  himfeU^  and  to 
lay  himfelf  under  as  ftrong  a  Reftraint  as  I  do 
by  this  folemn  Engagement. 

Indeed,  as  the  World  goes,  it  Is  only  by 
running  into  Extremes  that  a  State-Writer 
can  efFedually  pleafe  his  Party,  or  ferve  him- 
felf ;  the  Eye  of  Party  fees  nothing  but  quite 
white,  or  quite  black,  obferves  no  Degrees 
between  them,  and  can  diftinguifli  no  middle 
Colour  that  partakes  of  both.  The  greateft . 
Genius  in  Writing,  may  be  expofed  to  fhare 
the  Fate  of  the  greateft  Gefiie  in  Painting. 
Annibal  Car  ache  ^  who  follow'd  Nature  and 
Truth  with  the  utmoft  Exaclnefs,  found  his 
nobleft  Works  difcountenanced  and  negledled. 
He  thereupon  advifed  Guido  and  Cd7-avagio^ 
his  two  favourite  Scholars,  to  take  quite  an- 
other Manner,  to  trace  nothing  faithfully, 
but  to  outrage  all  they  reprefented,  the  one 
by  painting  in  the  darkeft,  and  the  other  in 
the  lighteft  Manner.  By  thefe  Means  both 
of  them  were  fare  of  Admirers,  and  both  of 
them  ?rew  rich. 

To  imitate  thefe  Painters,  is  all  our  Party- 
Writers  aim  at  ;  whether  their  Manner  be 
black  or  white,  Satyr,  or  Panegyrick,  no 
Matter.  Their  Principle  is  to  hiy  their  Co- 
lours on  thick,  and  to  be  equally  in  an  Ex- 

F  tieipc. 


(    66     ) 

treme.  But  I  hope,  for  my  own  Part,  to 
prove  that  I  am  not  of  this  Number.  On 
the  contrary,  I  will  endeavour  to  excel  in  a 
much  more  difficult  Way,  in  Softenings  and 
middle  Teints ;  and  yet  by  thefe  to  form  a 
Manner  fo  ftrong,  as  fliall  be  fufficient  for 
my  own  Reputation,  and  for  your  Service, 
To  you,  who  have  fo  fine  a  Tafte  in  Paint- 
ing, this  Attempt  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be 
agreeable,  and  will  fecure  the  Continuance  of 
your  Favour  to. 


moft  noble  Sir, 

your  Honour's 

moft  devoted  Servanfj 

February  13, 
1726-7.  the  Occalional  Writer, 

"T/je  frjl  VISION  of  CAMILICK. 
Li  Hoc  SiGNo  1:11106$. 


HAVING  as  yet  given  the  Reader  little 
belides  grave    Difcourfes   on   publick 
Matters,  and  forefeeing  that,  during  the  Sef- 
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fion  of  Parliament,  I  fliall  be  obliged  to  con- 
tinue daily  in  the  fame  Track,  I  am  willing 
to  take  this  one  Opportunity  of  prefenting 
him  with  fomething,  which  has  no  Relation 
at  all  to  publick  Affairs,  but  is  of  a  Nature 
purely  amuiing,  and  entirely  void  of  Reflec- 
tion upon  any  Perfon  whatfoever. 

My  Friend  Alvarez  (a  Man  not  unknown 
to  many  here,  by  his  frequent  Journies  to 
Englajid)  did  fome  Time  iince  make  me  a 
Prefent  of  a  Perjian  Manufcript,  which  he 
met  with  while  he  follow'd  the  Fortunes  of 
Merkoeis.  An  exaft  Tranflation  of  the  fir  ft 
Chapter  has  been  m.ade,  at  my  Requeft,  by 
the  learn  d  Mr.  Solo?no?i  Negri^  and  is  as 
follows. 

C  A  M  I  L  I  c  k's  Vision. 

IN  the  Name  of  God,  ever  merciful,  and 
of  Haly  his  Prophet.  I  flept  in  the  Plains 
of  Bagdad^  and  I  dreamed  a  Dream.  I  liRed 
my  Eyes,  and  I  faw  a  vafr  Field,  pitched  v/ith 
the  Tents  of  the  mighty,  and  the  ftrong  ones 
of  the  Earth  in  Array  of  Battle.  I  obferved 
the  Arms  and  Eniigns  of  either  Hod.  In  the 
Banners  of  the  one  were  pictured  a  Crown 
and  Sceptre ;  and  upon  the  Shields  of  the  Sol- 
diers Vvxre  engraven  Scourges,  Chains,  iron 
Maces,  Axes,  and  all  kindsof  Inftrumen  s  of 
Violence.  The  Standards  of  the  other  bore 
the  Crown  and  Sceptre  alio  ;  but  the  Devices 
on  the   Shields  were   the  Balance,  the  Olive 
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Wreatby  tlie  Plough-Share,  and  other  emblc- 
matkal  Figures  of  Juftice,  Peace,  Law,  and 
Liberty.  Between  thefe  two  Armies,  I  faw 
a  King  come  forth,  and  fign  a  large  Roll  of 
Parcht?tent ;  at  which  loud  Shouts  of  Accla- 
mation were  heard  from  every  Quarter.  The 
RgU  itfelf  flew  up  into  the  Air,  and  appeared 
over  their  Heads,  encompafs'd  with  Rays  of 
Glory.  I  obferved  that  where  ever  the  fecond 
Army  moved,  this  glorious  Apparition  at- 
tended them  5  or  rather  the  Army  feem'd  on- 
ly to  move,  as  That  guided  or  directed.  Soon 
after,  I  faw  both  thefe  Hofls  engaged,  and 
the  whole  Face  of  the  Land  overfpread  with 
Blood.  I  faw  the  King,  who  had  fign'd  and 
broken  th^it /acred  Charter,  drink  out  of  a 
golden  Cup,  fall  into  Convullions,  galp  and 
die. 

I  then  faw  another  King  take  his  Place  ; 
whoj  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  engaged 
to  make  the  Words  contained  in  the  Roll  the 
Guide  of  his  Adlions  3  but  notwithftanding 
This,  I  faw  both  Armies  again  encounter. 
I  faw  the  King  a  Prifoner.  I  faw  his  Son 
relieve  him,  and  I  faw  the  Chiefs  of  the 
other  Army  put  to  Death.  Yet  that  vidlori- 
ous  Son  himfelf  bow'd  his  Head  to  the  Parch-- 
7nent  -,  which  now  appeared  with  fuller  Luftre 
than  before.  Several  other  Battles  enfued, 
with  vaft  Slaughter  on  both  Sides  ;  during 
which  the  celejiial  Volume  was  fometimes 
clouded  over  ;  but  flill  again  exerted  its  Rays, 
and  after  every  Cloud  appear'd  the  brighter. 
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obferved  Aofe  Heroes,  who  fought  beneath 
it,  though  ever  fo  unfortunate,  not  once  to 
abate  their  Courage,  while  they  had  the  lead 
Glimpfe  of  that  heavenly  Apparition  in  their 
View  ;  and  even  Thofe,  whom  I  faw  over- 
thrown, pierced  with  ghaflly  Wounds,  and 
panting  in  Death,  refign*d  their  Lives  in 
Smiles,  and  with  Eyes  caft  up  to  that  glorious 
Objedt.  At  laft  the  long  Contention  ceafed. 
I  beheld  both  Armies  unite  and  move  together 
under  the  fame  Influence.  I  faw  one  King 
twelve  Times  bow  down  before  the  bright 
Phenomenon  ;  which  from  thence-forward 
fprcad  a  Light  over  the  whole  Land ;  and, 
defcending  nearer  to  the  Earth,  the  Beams  of 
it  grew  fo  warm  as  it  approach'd,  that  the 
Hearts  of  the  Inhabitants  leap'd  for  Joy.  The 
Face  of  War  was  no  more.  The  fame  Fields, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  Scene  of  Death 
and  Defolation,  were  now  covered  with  gol- 
den Harvefts.  The  Hills  were  cloath'd  with 
Sheep.  The  Woods  fung  with  Gladnefs. 
Plenty  laugh'd  in  the  Valleys.  Induftry, 
Commerce,  and  Liberty  danced  hand  in  hand 
through  the  Cities. 

While  I  was  delighting  myfelf  with  this 
amiable  Profpedt,  the  Scene  entirely  changed. 
The  Fields  and  Armies  vanifli'd  -,  and  I  faw  a 
large  and  magnificent  Hall,  refem.bling  the 
great  Divan  or  Council  of  the  Nation.  At 
the  upper  End  of  it,  under  a  Canopy,  I  be- 
held the  facred  Covenant^  fining  as  the  Sun. 
The  Nobles  of  the  Land  were  there  aflem- 
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bled.     They  proftrated  themfelves  before  it, 
and  they  fung  an  Hymn.     Let  the  Heart  of 
the  King  be  glad  ;  for  his  People  are  happy  ! 
May  the  Light  of  the  Covenant  be  a  Lanthorn 
to  the  Feet  of  the  fudges  ;  for  by  This  JJjall 
they  fepar ate  ^ruth  f?'o?n  FaIJJ:oocL     O  Inno- 
cence^   rejoice  !  for  by  this  Light  fjalt  thou 
ivalk  in  Safety  -,  ?2or  fhall  the  Opprefjor  take 
hold  on  thee.     O  Juftice^   be  exceedi?2g  glad  I 
Jor  by  this  Light  all  thy  fudgments  fhall  be 
decreed  %mth  Wifdom  ;  nor  fall  any  Man  fay 
thou  hajl  errd.     Let  the  Hearts  of  all  the 
'People  be  glad  I  for   T'his  haz'e  their  Grand- 
fathers died ;  in  T^his  have  their  Fathers  re- 
joiced y  and  in  This  may  their  Pojlerity  rejoice 
evermore  ! 

Then  all  the  Rulers  took  a  folemn  Oath  to 
preferve  it  inviolate  and  unchanged,  and  to 
iacrifice  their  Lives  and  their  Fortunes,  rather 
than  fuffer  themfelves  or  their  Children  to  be 
deprived  of  fo  invaluable  a  Blciling. 

After  This,  I  faw  another  and  larger  Af- 
fembly  com.e  forv^ard  into  the  Hail,  and  ioia 
the  firft.  Thefe  paid  the  fame  Adorations  to 
the  Covenant  ;  took  the  fame  Oath  ;  they 
fung  the  fame  Hymn  -,  and  added  a  folemn 
Form  of  Imprecation  to  this  Effed:.  Let  the 
Words  of  the  Roll  be  for  ever  in  our  Fyes, 
and  graven  on  cur  Hearts  \  and  accurfed  be 
He^  who  layeth  Hands  on  the  fa??ie.  Accurfed 
be  He,  who  fall  remove  this  Writing  from 
the  People:,  or  who  f 2  all  hide  the  Law  thereof 
from  the  King.    Let  that  Man  be  cut  of  from 
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the  Earth.  Let  his  Riches  he  fcatter'd  as  the 
DuJL  Let  his  Wife  be  the  Wife  of  the  People. 
Let  not  his  firjl-born  be  ranlid  among  the 
Nobles.  Let  his  Palaces  be  deflroyd.  Let 
his  Gardens  be  as  a  Defart^  having  no  Water. 
Let  his  Horjes  and  his  Horfcmen  be  over- 
thrown  -,  and  let  his  Dogs  devour  their  Car- 
cafes  ! In  the  midfl  of  thefe  Execrations 

entered  a  Man,  drefs'd  in  a  plain  Habit,  with 
a  Parfe  of  Gold  in  his  Hand.  He  threw  him- 
felf  forward  into  the  Room,  in  a  bluff,  ruf- 
fianly Manner.  A  Smile,  or  rather  a  Sneer, 
fat  on  his  Countenance.  His  Face  was  bronzed 
over  v/ith  a  Glare  of  Confidence.  An  arch 
Malignity  leer'd  in  his  Eye.  Nothing  was  fo 
extraordinary  as  the  EfFe6t  of  this  Perfon's 
Appearance.  They  no  fooner  faw  him,  but 
They  all  turn'd  their  Faces  from  the  Canopy, 
and  feU  proflrate  before  him.  He  trod  over 
their  Backs ,  without  any  Ceremony ,  and 
march'd  direftly  up  to  the  Throne.  He  open'd 
his  Purfe  of  Gold  5  which  he  took  out  in 
Handfuls,  and  fcatter'd  amongfl  the  Afiem- 
bly.  While  the  greater  Part  were  engaged  in 
fcrambling  for  thefe  Pieces,  he  feized,  to 
my  inexprefiible  Surprife,  without  the  leaft 
Fear,  upon  the  facred  Parchment  itfelf.  He 
rumpled  it  rudely  up,  and  cramm'd  it  into 
his  Pocket.  Some  of  the  People  began  to 
murmur.  He  threw  more  Gold,  and  they 
were  pacified.  No  fooner  was  the  Parchment 
taken  away,  but  in  an  Inftant  I  faw  half  the 
suguft   Affembly   in  Chains.     Nothing  was 
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heard  through  the  whole  Divan,  but  the 
Noife  of  Fetters,  and  Clank  of  Irons.  I  faw 
Pontiffs  in  their  ecclefiaftical  Habits,  and  Se- 
nators, clad  in  Ermine,  link'd  together  like 
the  moft  ignominious  Slaves.  Terror  and 
Amazement  were  imprefs'd  on  every  Counte- 
nance, except  on  That  of  fome  few,  to  whom 
the  Man  continued  difperfing  his  Gold.  This 
he  did,  till  his  Purfe  became  empty.  Then 
he  dropt  it ;  but  then  too,  in  the  very  fame 
Moment,  he  himfelf  dropt  with  it  to  the 
Ground.  That,  and  the  Date  of  his  Power, 
at  once  expired.  He  fui:^,  and  funk  for 
ever.  The  radiant  Volume  again  rofe  ;  again 
flione  out,  and  re-affum'd  its  Place  above  the 
Throne  5  the  Throne,  which  had  been  dark- 
ened all  this  Time,  was  now  fill'd  with  the 
Effulgence  of  the  Glory,  which  darted  from 
it.  Every  Chain  drop'd  off  in  anT'Rftant, 
Every  Face  regained  its  former  Chearfulnefs. 
Heaven  and  Earth  refounded  with  Liberty  ! 
i/^f-r/v/ and  the  HEART  OF  THE  KING 
WAS  GLAD  WITHIN  HIM. 

On     LUXURY. 

A  Discourse  on  Operas ,  and  the 
gayer  Pleafures  of  the  Town  may  feem 
to  be  too  trifling  for  the  important  Scene  of 
Affairs,  in  which  we  are  at  prefent  engaged  ; 
but  I  muft  own  my  Fears,   that  tkey  will 
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bear  too  great  a  Part  in  the  Succefs  of  a  War, 
to  make  the  Confideration  of  them  foreign  to 
it.  A  very  Uttle  Refledlion  on  Hiftory  will 
fugged  this  Obfervation  ;  that  every  Nation 
has  made  either  a  great  or  inconfiderable  Fi- 
gure in  the  World,  as  it  has  fallen  into  Luxury 
or  refifted  its  Temptations.  What  People 
are  more  diftinguiili'd  than  the  Perjians  un- 
der CyruSy  nurfed  up  in  Virtue,  and  inured 
to  Labour  and  Toil  ?  Yet  ( in  the  fhort  Space 
of  220  Years  *)  they  became  fo  contempti- 
ble under  Darius,  as  fcarce  to  give  Honour 
to  the  Conqueror's  Sword.  The  Spartans^ 
and  the  Long-Rulers  of  the  World,  the  Ro^ 
manSy  fpeak  the  fame  Language  ;  and  I  wifli 
future  Hiftory  does  not  furniili  more  inodefii 
Examples. 

When  the  Mind  is  enervated  by  Luxury, 
the  B54y  foon  falls  an  eafy  Viclim  to  it  5  for 
how  is  it  poffible  to  imagine,  that  a  Man  can 
be  capable  of  the  great  and  generous  Senti- 
ments, which  Virtue  infpires,  whofe  Mind,  is 
fiU'd  with  the  foft  Ideas,  and  wanton  Deli- 
cacies that  Pleafure  muft  infufe  ?  And  were 
it  poffible  to  be  warm'd  with  fuch  Notions, 
could  it  ever  put  them  in  Execution  ?  For 
Toils  and  Fatigues  would  be  Difficulties  un~ 
furmountable  to  a  Soul  diffolved  in  Eafe.  Nor 
are  thefe  the  imaginary,  fpeculative  Ideas  of  a 
Clofet ;  but  fuch  as  have  been  the  Guide  and 
Policies  of  the  wifeft  States.     Of  This   we 

■*  Lh.  lib.  9.  cap.  ig, 
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have  the  mod  remarkable  Inftance  In  Hero^ 
dot  us.  ''  The  PerfmnSy  after  their  great  and 
extended  Conquefls,  defired  Cyrus  to  give 
them  Leave  to  remove  out  of  their  own 
barren  and  mountainous  Country,  into  one 
more  bleft  by  the  Indulgence  of  Providence. 
But  that  great  and  wife  Prince,  revolving 
the*  tried:  in  his  Mind,  bid  them  do  as  they 
would  ;  telling  them,  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  for  the  future  they  muft  not  exped:  to 
command,  but  obey ;  for  Providence  had 
fo  ordered  it,  that  an  effeminate  Race  of 
*  People  were  the  certain  j^oduce  of  a  deli- 
'  cious  Country."  What  Regard  the  great 
Hiftorian  had  to  this  Opinion,  may  be  eafily 
collected  from  his  referving  it  for  the  Conclu- 
fion  of  this  excellent  Piece.  And  the  Cafe  is 
diredly  the  fame,  whether  Pleafwes  are  the 
natural  Produd:  of  a  Country,  or  advetititious 
Exoticks.  Thev  will  have  the  fame  Effed:, 
and  caufe  the  fam^e  extended  Ruin.  How 
often  have  they  revenged  the  Captive's  Caufe, 
and  made  the  Conqueror's  Sword  the  Inftru- 
ment  of  his  own  undoing  ?  Capua  deftroy'd 
the  bravcft  Army,  which  Italy  ever  faw, 
flufli'd  with  Conqueft,  and  commanded  by 
HannibaL  The  Moment  Capua  was  taken, 
that  Moment  the  Walls  of  Carthage  trem- 
bled. What  was  it  that  deftroy'd  the  Re- 
pubiick  of  Athens^  but  the  Condud  oi  Peri- 
fits  \  "*  who  by  his  pernicious  Politicks  firft 

^  Plut,  inVcrlcL  ^  Demoji.  Oral. 
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debauch'd  the  People's  Minds  with  Shews  and 
Feftlvals,  and  all  the  ftudied  Arts  of  Eafe 
and  Luxury  ;  that  he  might,  in  the  mean 
Time,  fecurely  guide  the  Reins  of  Empire, 
and  riot  in  Dominion  ?  He  firft  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  Philifs  Power  ;  nor  had  a  Man  of 
Macedon  ever  thought  of  enflaving  Greece^  if 
Pericles  had  not  firft  miade  them  Slaves  to 
Pleafure.  *  That  great  Statefman  Tiberius 
clearly  faw  what  was  the  fureil:  Inftrument  of 
arbitrary  Power  ;  and  therefore  refufed  to 
have  Luxury  redrefs'd,  when  Application  was 
made  to  him  in  the  Senate  for  that  Purpofe. 
Artful  Princes  have  frequently  introduced  it 
with  that  very  View.  Davilla  tells  us,  that 
in  an  Interview  and  Semblance  of  Treaty 
with  the  King  of  Navar^  Catharine  of  Me- 
dicis  broke  the  Prince's  Power  more  with  the 
iniidious  Gayeties  of  her  Court,  than  many 
Battles  before  had  done.-  But  there  is  a  iingle 
Paff^cge  in  -f*  Herodotus,  which  will  fupply 
the  Place  of  more  Quotations.  "  When  Cv- 
"  rui  had  received  an  Account  that  the  Lv- 
*'  dia?is  had  revolted  from  him,  he  told 
"  Crcefus,  with  a  good  deal  of  Emotion,  that 
''  he  had  almoft  determined  to  make  them  all 
"  Slaves.  CraefushQgi  him  to  pardon  them  ; 
"  but,  fays  he,  that  they  may  no  more  rebels 
"  or  be  troublefome  to  you,  command  them 
"  to  lav  afide  their  Aims,  to  wear  Ions;  Veils 
*^  and  Bufkins.     Order  them  to  ffng  and  play 
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*^  on  the  Harp  ;  to  drink  and  debauch  ;  and 
*'  youll  foon  fee  their  Spirits  broken,  andthem- 
"  lelves  changed  from  Men  into  Women  ; 
"  fo  that  they  will  no  more  rebel,  or  be  un- 
"  eafy  to  you  for  the  future."  And  the  Event 
anfwer'd  the  Advice.  They  are  puny  Politi- 
cians, who  attack  a  People's  Liberty  direftly. 
The  Means  are  dangerous,  and  the  Succefs 
precarious.  Notions  of  Liberty  are  inter- 
woven with  our  very  Being  -,  and  the  leall  Su- 
fpiclon  of  its  being  in  Danger  fires  the  Soul 
with  a  generous  Indignation.  But  He  is  the 
Statefman  form'd  for  Ruin  and  Deftruftion, 
whofe  wily  Head  knows  how  to  difguife  the 
fatal  Hook  with  Baits  of  Pleafure,  which  his 
artful  Ambition  difpenfes  with  a  lavifli  Hand, 
and  makes  himfelf  popular  in  undoing.  Thus 
are  the  eafy,  thoughtlefs  Crowd  made  the 
Inftruments  of  their  own  Slavery ;  nor  do  they 
know  the  fatal  Mine  is  laid,  till  they  feel  the 
goodly  Pile  come  tumbling  on  their  Heads. 
This  is  the  fini{h*d  Politician  3  the  darling  Son 
of  Tacitus  and  MachiaveL 

But,  thanks  to  Providence,  the  facred  Mo- 
numents of  Hiflory  extend  the  fliort  con- 
tradled  Span  of  human  Life,  and  give  us 
Years  in  Books.  Thefe  point  out  the  glorious 
Landmarks  for  our  Safety  ;  and  bid  us  be 
wife  in  Time,  before  Luxury  has  made  too 
great  a  Progrefs  among  us.  Operas  and  Maf- 
queradeSy  with  all  the  politer  Elegancies  of  a 
wanton  Age,  are  much  lefs  to  be  regarded 
for  their  Expence  ( great  as  it  is )  than  for  the 
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Tendency,  which  they  have  to  deprave  our 
Manners.  M  u  s  i  c  k  has  fomething  fo  pe- 
culiar in  it,  that  it  exerts  a  willing  Tyranny 
over  the  Mind,  and  forms  the  dudil  Soul  into 
whatever  Shape  the  Melody  diredis.  Wife 
Nations  have  obferved  its  Influence,  and  have 
therefore  kept  it  under  proper  Regulations. 
The  *  Sparta?2s,  vigilantly  provident  for  the 
People's  Safety,  took  from  the  famed  T/V/;^- 
thetis's  Harp  the  additional  Strings,  as  giving 
his  Mufick  a  Degree  of  Softnefs  inconfiflent 
with  their  Difcipline.  The  divine  F/ato  is 
exprefly  of  Opinion,  that  the  Mufick  .of  a 
Country  cannot  be  changed,  and  the  ptiblick 
La'ws  remain  unaftedted.  Heroes  will  be 
Heroes,  even  in  their  Mufick.  Soft  and  wan- 
ton are  the  warbled  Songs  of -f-  Parts -y  but 
J  Achilles  fings  the  godlike  Deeds  of  Heroes* 
A  noble,  manly  Muiick  will  place  Virtue  in 
its  moll  beautiful  Light,  and  be  the  moft  en- 
gaging Incentive  to  it.  A  well  wrought  Story, 
attended  with  its  prevailing  Charms,  will 
tranfport  the  Soul  out  of  itfelf  5  fire  it  with 
glorious  Emulation  ;  and  lift  the  Man  into  an 
Hero  5  but  the  foft  Italian  Mufick  relaxes 
and  unnerves  the  Soul,  and  finks  it  into  Weak- 
nefs ;  fo  that  while  we  receive  their  Mufick^ 
we  at  the  fame  Time  are  adopting  their  Man^ 


*  dcere^  lib.  2.  de  lig.  cap.  39. 
t  Hor.  lib.  I.  Od.  19. 
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tiers.  The  Effefts  of  it  will  appear  in  the 
ftrongefl:  Light  from  the  Fate  of  the  People 
of  Sybaris  ;  a  Town  in  /vz/v,  ftrong  and 
wealthy  ;  blefs'd  with  all  the  Goods  of  For- 
tune, andfkiird  in  all  the  Arts  of  Luxury  and 
Eafe  ',  which  they  carry 'd  to  fo  great  an  Ex- 
cefs,  that  their  very  Horfes  were  taught  to 
move  and  form  themfelves  as  the  Mnjick  di- 
rected. Their  conftant  Enemies,  the  People 
of  Crotona^  obferving  This,  brought  a  great 
Number  of  Harps  and  Pipes  into  the  Field, 
and  when  the  Battle  began,  the  Mufick  play'd ; 
upon  which  thefe  well-bred  Horfes  immedi- 
ately began  to  dance  ;  which  fo  difconcerted 
the  v/hole  Army,  that  300,000  were  kilFd, 
and  the  whole  People  deftroy'd.  Though 
this  Story  feems  a  little  Jabiihin^  yet  it  con- 
tains, at  leafl,  a  very  good  Moral.  —  What 
YJAzQi  Italian  Mufick  might  have  on  our  po- 
lite Warriors  at  Gibraltar^  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  fay  ;  but  I  wifli  our  Luxury  at  home 
may  not  influence  our  Courage  abroad. 

^/2  ANSWER    to  the  *  London  Journal 
f?/' Saturday,   December  21,    1728. 

'^  I  ^  H  E  Family  of  the   PiihI!coIc;e  are  fure- 
JL    ly   very    numerous.     I   pretend    to    no 

*  This  Paper  w?!s  fuppo'erl  to  \  c  then  under  the  Dhet^ion  of 
Benjamin  Lord  Bifaop  of  ****** 
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Acquaintance  with  them,  and  I  defire  none. 
Far  be  it  from  me  therefore  to  affign  to  any 
one  of  the  Fraternity  his  particular  Lucubra- 
tion. I  do  not  prefume  to  fay,  for  In  fiance, 
that  fuch  a  Piece  was  writ  by  5  £  A^,  or  fuch 
a  one  by  ROBIN y  but  I  can  plainly  di- 
ftinguifli,  in  their  Produdtions,  a  Difference  of 
Style  and  CharaBer,  In  Jb?72e^  I  feel  myfelf 
luird  by  a  regular,  mild,  and  frequendy  lan- 
guid Harangue  ;  fuch  as  often  defcends  upon 
us  from  the  Pulpit,  In  others^  I  obferve  a 
crude,  incoherent,  rough,  inaccurate,  hut 
fometimes  Iprightly  Declamation ;  well  enough 
fitted  for  popular  AJJemblieSy  where  the  Ma- 
jority is  already  convinced. 

The  Publico  la  of  the  7  th  of  December 
quite  jaded  me.  I  handled  the  7iu?7ib  Fiji:, 
till  I  fancy'd  a  Torpor  feiz'd  my  Imagination; 
and  perhaps  you  may  think,  that  I  am  hard- 
ly yet  recovered  from  the  Confequences  of  that 
Accident.  Ilowever,  I  fliall  venture  to  play 
a  little  with  the  Publicola  of  this  Day  ;  for  I 
think  I  can  go  through  an  Anfwer  to  his 
Paper.  He  returns  the  Ball  at  leafl,  and  keeps 
up  tlie  Game. 

Before  I  come  to  This,  2;ive  me  Leave  to 
premife  a  Word  or  two  mere. 

As  different  as  the  Piiblicolce  are  in  other 
Things,  in  one  they  are  all  alike.  They  are 
fcurriious  and  impatient.  They  call  Names, 
and  grow  angry  at  a  Sneer.  P^aleigh  laid 
down  his  Pen,  rather  than  continue  fuch  a 
Bear-Garden  Conteft,     1  took  it  up  and  an- 
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fvver'd  them  for  once  in  their  own  Style  5  but 
they  muft  not  expedl  fo  much  Complaifance 
from  me  any  more.  The  Matters  we  enter 
upon  are  ferious,  and  by  me  they  fhall  be 
treated  ferioufly  and  calmly.  I  fliall  confider 
the  Dignity  of  the  Caufe  I  plead  for ;  the 
Caufe  of  Truth ;  the  Caufe  of  my  Country  ; 
and  I  {hall  look  down  with  Contempt  on  the 
InveBhes  and  Menaces^  which  they  may 
throw  out  ;  and  by  which  they  will  fuit  their 
Style^  with  great  Propriety,  to  their  Subje^. 
—  But  let  us  come  to  the  Point. 

The  Publieola,  of  this  Day,  fets  out  with 
ftating,  in  an  half  Light,  a  Queftion,  which 
hath  been  m.uch  debated  in  the  World.  No 
Man  that  I  know  of  ( no  reafonable  Man  I 
am  fure )  did  ever  find  Fault  that  we  avoided 
a  War,  Our  national  Circumflances  are  fo 
well  known,  they  are  fo  feverely  felt,  that 
Minljlers^  who  maintain'd  Peace^  and  pro- 
cured to  their  Country  the  Bleffings  of  Peace ^ 
^iety  Improvement  of  Trade^  Diminution  of 
^axes,  Decreafe  of  Debts,  would  be  almofl 
the  Objefts  of  publick  Adoration.  But  the 
Exception  taken  to  our  Condudl  hath  been 
This ;  that  we  provoked  a  War  firft,  and 
(hew'd  a  Fear  of  it  afterwards.  People  re- 
call the  Paffages  of  three  Years  paft.  They 
wifh  we  had  pradllfed  greater  Caution  at  that 
Time  ;  but  then  the  fame  People  very  con- 
fidently wifh  that  we  had  exerted  greater 
Vigour  fince.  If  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
his  late  Majefly,  and  of  the  BritiJJj  Nation, 
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fay  they,  were  fo  feverely  wounded  by  th 
publick  or  private  Ti'eaties  of  Fiemia,  that 
it  was  fit  to  keep  no  longer  any  Meafures, 
even  fuch  as  have  been  thought  of  Decency, 
with  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain  ; 
why  this  Fear  of  difobliging  them  ?  Why 
this  long  Forbearance  under  all  the  Infalts  of- 
fered to  us  by  the  Spaniards  ?  If  we  were  in 
a  Condition,  by  our  own  Strength,  and  by 
our  Alliance  with  France,  to  enter,  with  a 
Profpefl;  of  Succefs,  into  an  immediate  War; 
why,  again,  have  wx  chofen  to  defer  it,  un- 
der fo  many  Provocations  to  begin  it  ?  Why 
have  we  endured  fome  of  the  worft  Confc- 
(juences  of  a  War,  without  taking  thofe  Ad- 
vantages, which  afting  ofFenfively  would  un- 
deniably have  procured  to  us  ?  But  if  all  This 
was  quite  otherwife,  continue  the  fame  poU^ 
tical  Reafoners  \  if  the  Honour  and  Intereft 
of  his  late  Majefty,  and  of  the  Britifi  Na- 
tion, v/ere  not  fo  feverely  wounded  ;  if  we 
were,  neither  by  our  own  Strength,  nor  by 
the  Alliance  of  France^  in  a  Condition  to 
rifque  la  War  -,  nay  more,  if  Things  were  fo 
unfortunately  jumbled,  that  perhaps  this  War 
would  have  been  more  to  our  own  Detrime?2t 
than  to  ^hat  of  our  Enemies,  (as  the  Publicclce 
have  more  than  once  infiniiated  in  their  Pa- 
pers) what  could  we  mean,  three  Years  ago, 
when  Matters  were  carry 'd  to  greater  and 
harflier  Extremities,  than  it  is  poflible  to  find 
any  Example  of,  amongft  civilized  Nations, 
rtnce  the  Quarrels  of  Charles  the  Vth,  and 
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Francis  the  Ifl  ?  If  our  principal  Ally  would 
have  been  dangerous  to  our  Tnterejls^  in  the 
Operations  of  a  War^  and  is  indifferent  to 
them  in  the  Negotiations  of  Peace ^  ( for  this 
hath  been  inlinuated  too  from  the  fame  Quar- 
ter) what  a  treaty  was  that,  which  procured 
ns  this  Ally  ?  What  Affurances  v/ere  thofe, 
which  made  us  depend  upon  him  ?  The  Dif- 
culty  of  thefe  Dilemmas  cannot,  I  think,  be 
folved  ;  and  I'hofe,  who  attempt  it,  deceive 
themfelves,  whilft  they  mean  to  deceive  the 
People. 

But  we  are  told  that  ive  went  ijito  a  V/ar, 
as  far  as  the  Reafon  of  Things  would  give  us 
Leave.  It  feems  then  that  the  Reafon  of 
Thi?2gs  would  neither  give  us  Leave  to  proteft 
our  ^rade,  nor  to  make  Reprizals,  when  our 
Merchants  were  plunder'd.  If  thefe  Words 
are  to  pafs  for  any  Thing  more  than  empty 
Sound,  it  will  follow  either  that  Publicola  is 
capable  of  affirming  the  groffeft  Untruth  in 
a  Paper,  addrefs'd  to  the  People  ofEngland^ 
or  that  our  Situation  is  worfe  than  the  leaft 
fanguine  of  our  Friends  ever  thought  it,  or 
the  moil:  malicious  of  our  Enemies  ever  re- 
prefented  it.  Very  bad  indeed  muft  it  be 
if  the  Reafon  of  Things  obliged  us  to  bear 
from  the  Spa7iiards^  at  this  low  Ebb  of  their 
maritime  Power,  what  would  not  have  been 
borne  when  their  proud  Armada  covered  the 
Seas ;  what  would  hardly  have  been  borne^, 
even  in  the  Reign  of  King  Ja??ies  the  firfi. 

But, 
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But,  God  be  praifed  !  this  is  not  our 
Cafe  ;  and  therefore  Publicola  mufl  be  con- 
tent to  He  under  the  Imputation,  which  he 
hath  drawn  on  himfelf  by  theBoldnefs  of  his 
Affertions. 

He  is  frequently  guilty  of  this  Fault ;  and 
the  Words,  which  immediately  follow  thofe 
I  have  quoted,  afford  a  ftrong  Inftance  of  it. 
We  did  not^  fays  he,  take  the  Galleons  and 
bring  thejn  home  \  but  ive  block' d  them  up  ; 
which  as  compleatly  anfwerd  the  true  End 
and  Dejign  ofjending  that  Fleets  as  the  aBual 
taking  of  them,  'The  Dejign  ivas  to  keep  the 
Money  out  of  their  Hands  (the  Spaniards) 
and  jo  dip  able  them  to  earthy  on  the  Project  of 
the  Treaty  of  Vienna.  Very  well.  This 
Matter  is  brought  to  a  fhort  Iflue.  The  Bloc- 
kade of  the  Galleons  is  over.  Our  Fleet  is 
come  back  from  the  JVeJi- Indies,  The  Gal- 
leons  are  either  come  or  coming.  The  Spa- 
niards therefore  are,  according  to  Publicola^ 
no  longer  difabled  from  carrying  on  the  Pro- 
je£t  of  the  Vienna  Treaty,  I  aik  then,  have 
they  abandon'd,  have  they  renounced  thefe 
Projects  ?  If  our  Fleet  block'd  up  the  GaU 
leons  till  this  v/as  done,  lie  is  in  the  Right. 
This  anfwer'd  the  Defign  of  fending  it.  If 
they  fliould,  after  this,  break  their  Faith^ 
and  renounce  the  nwjlf acred  Obligations ^  none 
but  they  are  to  be  complained  of. 

Publicola  would  have  us  believe,  indeed, 

that  they  have  renounced  thefa  ProjeBs  -,  that 

^thev    have  granted  us   the  main   Things  in 
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Difpute  ;  and  that  the  Congrefs  is  only  to 
fettle  other  Aff'airs  of  lefs  Importance  ;  but 
this  I  deny  ;   and  he  (liall  be  obliged  to  con- 
fefs  either  that   he  advances,  here  again,  a 
bold  Untruth  j  or  that  he  reckons  our  keep- 
ing Gibraltar  not  amongft   the  main  ^hitJgs 
in   Difpute,  but  amongft   thofe  of  lefs  h?i^ 
portance.     Let  him  fliew  me,   if  he  can,  in 
the  PielimifiarieSy  a  particular  and  exprefs 
Confirmation  of  our  Right  to  this  Place,  made 
by  the  Spaniards,     I  will  undertake  to  fhew 
him  the  ge?2eral  Words^  by  which  the  Spa- 
niards will  pretend  in  the  Congrefs,   as  it  is 
notorious   they  do  every  where   and  on  all 
Occafions,  that  they  have  ftill  a  Right  to  de- 
mand the  Reftitution  of  Gibraltar,  and  that 
this  Right  is  to  be  difcufs'd  in  the  Congrefs, 

I  know  it  hath  been  faid  more  than  once, 
in  a  very  publick  Place,  and  in  a  very  folemn 
Manner,  that  Gibraltar  fliould  not  be  even 
mentioned  at  the  Congrefs  ;  but  it  would  be 
impertinent  to  lay  any  Strefs  on  the  Affurances 
of  a  Ferfon,  who  hath  prefumed  to  give  fo 
many  groundlefs  ones  already  ;  and  who  ei- 
ther hath  been  banter'd  moft  egregioufly  him- 
felf,  or  hath  made  no  Scruple  of  bantering  hk 
Country. 

Here  then  Is  one  main  Point  of  our  In-- 
terefts,  to  mention  no  more,  ftill  unfettled  s 
not  becaufe  the  Spaniards  have  flown  oft' from 
any  Agreement  they  had  come  to  with  us 
about  it  5  but  becaufe  it  was  never  fettled ; 

and 
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and  yet  the  Galleons  are  left  at   Liberty  to 
come  home. 

If  aflerting  our  Right  to  Gibraltar^  and 
fome  other  Things,  which  were  founded  fo 
high  by  an  Acquaintance  of  yours,  Mr.  Pub- 
licola^  {\hQ  A\Mhov  oi  ih^  Enquiry )  had  no 
Share  in  the  Ends,  which  were  propofed  by 
fending  our  Fleet  to  the  Wejl-Tndies,  fuch 
flrange  incomprehenfible  Ends  may ,  for 
aught  I  know ,  have  been  compleatly  an- 
fwer*d  ;  but  if  thefe  Points,  fo  eifeotial  to 
GreaUBritaiUy  were  any  of  the  main  things 
in  Difputey  if  they  were  any  of  the  Ends 
propofed  by  what  is  calFd  dijlrejjing  the  Spa-- 
niards ;  then  is  it  falfe  to  affert  that  thefe  Ends 
have  been  compleatly  an/werd. 

When  we  confidcr  what  Numbers  of  able 
and  ufeful  Subjeds  his  Majefty  hath  loft  in  the 
Expedition  to  the  We/l-Indies ;  and  that  we 
are,  at  leaft,  as  far  off  from  a  Settlement  of 
Interefts  with  Spai?!  now,  as  we  were  before 
that  Expedition  was  undertaken,  itisimpoffi- 
ble  not  to  feel  great  and  unaffeded  Concern. 

If  it  be  afk'd,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  I  fliall 
anfwer  that,  perhaps,  it  little  becomes  a  pri- 
vate Man  to  determine  fuch  great  Queftions ; 
but  I  will  proceed  to  fliew  that  all,  which 
Piiblicola  advances  againfl  taking  the  Gal^ 
leons^  is  trifling. 

Fir/i  then,  if  Blocking  up  the  Galleons  In 
the  Spanijh  Ports  was  of  fuch  Confequence^ 
leaking  them  would  have  been  a  more  effec- 
tual Meafure  to  all  the  fime  Purpofes. 

G  ;j  Secondly^ 
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Secondly,  If  we  had  taken  them  (as  it  is 
certain  that  Mr.  Hcfier  could  have  done  with 
Eafe,  and  with  all  their  Treafure  on  Board, 
immediately  on  his  firlT:  Arrival )  we  fliould 
have  had  a  Chance  the  more  for  taking  the 
Flota  too  ;  which  ftole  away  to  Europe, 
whilft  our  Squadron  lay  rotting  before  Porto-* 
hello. 

'Thirdly,  if  we  had  taken  this  Treafure, 
we  (hould  have  had  in  our  Hands  a  fufficient 
Security  for  indemnifying  our  Merchant s\  who 
have  been  the  o?jly  Sufferers,  by  the  Depre- 
dations of  the  Spaniards ;  w^hilft  the  French 
and  Dutch  have  fail'd  fecurely ;  and  to  one 
Body  of  whom  ( I  mean  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany )  the  King  of  Spain  owes,  for  former 
Seizures,  unjuftly  made,  as  much  perhaps  as 
his  Proportion  in  the  Treafure  of  the  Galleons 
amounts  to. 

Fourthly,  to  have  taken  the  Galleons  v/ould 
not  have  been  liable  to  the  fame  Inconvenien- 
cies,  as  we  have  feverely  felt  by  purfuing  an- 
other Meafure.  The  Expedition  would  have 
been  foon  over.  The  Expence  of  Lives  and 
Treafure  would  have  been  infinitely  lefs.  It 
would  have  coft  little  or  nothing  to  have  kept 
the  Spaniards  out  of  their  Money  by  a  Sei- 
zure,  as  long  as  the  true  Rea/bn  of  Things 
fhould  have  required  it ;  whereas  it  hath  coft 
us  more  than  all  that  Money  is  w^orth,  to 
keep  them  out  of  it  by  a  Blockade  only  for  a 
Time  ;  and  for  a  Time,  which  hath  not  been 
fufficient  to  fecure  us  againft  their   Dejigfis, 

or 
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or  to  make  them  lay  afide  their  Pretejifwjts* 
But  if  "we  had  taken  them  (  fays  Pubiicola  ) 
we pouid  have  taken  the  Money  of  othtv  People, 
as  well  as  of  the  Spaniards.  Wejhould  have  been 
Pyrates.  Let  us  fee  how  this  hangs  together. 
If  we  had  reftored  immediately  to  the  Proprie- 
tors their  refpe<9:lve  Shares^  as  he  fuppofes  we 
muft  have  done,  the  Brand  oiPyracy  would  not 
have  ftuck  upon  us.  But  fuppofe  we  had 
thought  fit  not  to  reftore  their  Shares  to  the 
Spaniards^  till  our  Differences  v/ith  the  Court 
of  Madrid  had  been  fettled  ;  fliould  we  have 
been  Pyrates  in  that  Cafe  ?  He  will  be  laughed 
at,  who  affirms  it.  Would  the  King  of  Spain  ^ 
Share  in  this  Treafure  have  been  no  Lofs  to 
him  ?  Would  he  not  have  mifs'd  the  extrava- 
gant Indulto^  which  he  is  now  going  to  re- 
ceive on  this  immenfe  Treafure  ?  Should  we 
have  been  Pyrates  for  punifliing,  in  this  Man- 
ner, a  Prince,  who  adually  befieged  one  of 
our  Fortrefles  -,  who  actually  detained  the  Ships 
and  feiz'd  the  Eftates  of  our  Merchants  ;  and 
whofe  Subjeds  every  Day  kill'd,  rcbb'd  and 
plundered  the  Subjefts  of  Great  Britain  ? 

But  I  go  a  Step  farther  ;  for  if  we  flop  with 
Pubiicola^  it  will  be  always  fliort  of  the  Mark; 
and  we  (liall  never  exhauft  the  Subjefl:,  as  I 
defire  to  do,  becaufe  I  defire  to  find  the  Truths 
and  to  be  fare  that  I  find  it.  What  hath  been 
faid  hitherto,  hath  been  faid  on  the  Sappofi- 
tion  of  a  Seizure  only  -,  and  I  hope  the  Scruples 
oi Pubiicola  s  timerousConfcience  areappeafed. 
I  hope  he  hath  found  out,  by  this  Time,  that 
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fuch  a  Seizure  might  have  been  carry 'd  on 
without  Pyracy,  But  fuppofe  it  had  been  a 
Capture y  not  a  Seizure  5  fuch  a  Capture  as 
can  never  be  made  but  in  Time  of  open 
War  ;  fuch  a  Capture  as  intitles  the  Captors^ 
by  our  Laws,  to  the  whole  Profit  of  the  Prize. 
Why  then  we  had  commenced  a  War  againft 
Spai?2  by  this  A6lion  j  as  Spain  had  done  long 
before  againil  us  by  a  thoufand  HoftiUties. 
Why  then  Vice-Admiral  Holier^  and  the  Of- 
ficers and  Seamen  of  his  Squadron,  had  been 
in  the  fame  Cafe  as  Sir  Charles  IVagery  and  the 
Officers  and  Seamen  of  his  Squadron  were  in 
the  lafl  War  -,  and  I  do  not  remember  that 
thefe  gallant  Men  were  ever  profecutcd  as 
Pyrates  at  home  ;  or  reputed  fuch  abroad  ; 
or  obliged  to  refund  any  Part  of  the  Treafure 
they  had  taken. 

Upon  the  whole  Matter,  Publico!a\  Argu- 
ment proves  nothing  in  the  prcfent  Cafe  ^  or 
it  proves  that  even  when  we  are  at  War  with 
Spain^  we  mufi:  not  prefume  to  attack  thefe 
facred  Galleons.  Other  Nations  are  always 
interefled  in  them,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards. 
It  will  therefore  be  always  unlawful,  accord- 
ing to  this  excellent  Cafuift,  to  make  Prize  of 
them  ;  and  he  is  defied  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
out  of  this  i\bfurdity. 

Having  now  gone  through  what  Mr.  Piih- 
licola  calls,  I  know  not  w^hy,  the  Subjedi  in 
general,  we  will  examine  the  fecond  Part  of 
his  Epiftle.  I  pafs  over  all  the  Billingfgate^ 
with  which  he  ufliers  in  this  Part  -,  though  I 
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could  make  myfelf  and  you  too  very  merry^ 
if  I  would  apply  his  Criticifms  on  what  Ra- 
leigh fays,  concerning  one  Promljey  to  the  In- 
terpretation, which  was  given  to  a?iotber  Pro^ 
tnije  ',  by  which  we  might  have  learn'd,  a- 
mongft  many  other  curious  Diflindlions,  the 
Difference  between  a  direB  Promife  and  a 
Promife  miniji eri ally  worded  -,  but  I  Ihall  leave 
him  to  his  Phrenzy,  and  proceed  foberly  to 
fliew  you  that  he  fays  nothings  or  that,  which 
is  worfe  than  nothings  in  every  Line  of  this 
Performance  ;  in  which  he  feems  to  triumph 
with  fuch  vail  Complacency. 

The  Point  he  labours  is  to  (hew  that  the 
Promife  made  by  the  Lord  Stanhope  to  reftore 
Gibraltar^  which  hath  not  been  comply'd 
with  ;  and  the  Deftruftion  of  the  Spanijh 
Fleet  on  the  Coaft  of  Sicily^  threw  the  Court 
of  Madrid  into  the  Arms  of  the  Emperor  ,  and 
'were  the  true  Root  and  real  CauJ'e  of  all  that 
thorough  Hatred  and  deep  Malice  foewn  in  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna  ;  and  by  Confequence  that 
all  our  prefent  Difficulties  with  Spain  pro- 
ceed from  hence;  from  Caufes  laid  many 
Years  ago  \  and  when  the  prefent  Minifters 
were  not  in  Power.  My  Bufinefs  fhall  not 
be  to  blame  or  to  excufe  any  Minifters  ;  but 
to  make  a  true  Dedudion  of  Fa6ls  ;  and  to 
reafon  clearly  and  juflly  upon  them  ;  and  I 
charitably  hope,  that  I  may  bring  Piiblicola 
to  do  fo  in  Time  ;  if  for  no  other  Reafon,  at 
lead  by  obliging  him  to  take  Shame  to  him- 
jelfio  oft^n  ;  for  though  I  am  not  fo  bloody^ 
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rninded  as  Publicola^  who  talks  as  if  he  had 
Heads  in  his  Power,  yet  I  alTure  him  that  I 
will  not  let  him  alone  whilft,  amongfl  other 
Enormities,  he  makes  it  his  Bufinefs  to  bury 
^riitb  and  comrnon  Senje  under  fuch  weekly 
Heaps  of  Rubbifh. 

I  (liall  ihew  immediately  that  in  whatever 
Terms  or  Manner  we  fuppofe  Lord  Stanhope 
to  have  made  a  Promife  of  reftoring  Gibral^ 
tar  to  the  Spaniardsy  it  will  be  of  no  Avail  to 
Tublicola\  Purpofe.  But  fince  he  hath  told 
us  what  he  hath  heard,  and  Raleigh  hath 
told  us  what  he  hath  heard  ( for  neither  of 
them  can  pretend  to  fpeak  on  their  own 
Knowledge,  concerning  this  Affair)  I  will 
likewife  take  Leave  to  ftate  what  I  have  been 
informed  of,  upon  better  Authority  than  what 
my  AdverJ'ary  hath  often  writ  upon  in  his 
affirmative  Style. 

I  have  been  informed  then  that  Lord  Stan^ 
hope  had  been  induced,  or  feduced  (  call  it 
which  you  pleafe)  by  the  late  Regent  of 
France  to  make  an  Overture  of  this  kind  at 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  Lord  Stajihope^  fays 
our  Author,  might  think  that  Gibraltar  was 
to  be  honejily  given  up  for  valuable  Conf  de- 
rations. He  might  fo  ;  and  he  was  fo  honeft 
a  Man,  fo  fincere  a  Lover  of  his  Country,  that 
if  he  had  thought  in  another  Manner,  no  Con- 
fideration  of  private  Intereji^  no  Regard  to 
the  Service  of  a  Miniftry,  could  have  prevail'd 
on  him  to  make,  nor  even  to  entertain  the 
Motion.     But  have  a  Care  of  your  Infmua-* 
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tions^  Mr.  Pnhlkola  ;  and  learn  to  make  them 
with  a  httle  more  Delicacv.  The  Cafe  is 
vallly  different  now.  The  Senfe  of  our  augiijl 
Mojiarch  is  known.  The  Senfe  of  the  ivbole 
Nation  hath  been  loudly  proclaimed  ^  and  I 
believe  ?io  Minijler^  how  prefuming  foever, 
will  venture,  at  this  Time,  to  fay  that  GibraU 
tar  may  be  honourably  or  advantageoufly 
given  up  ;  and  therefore  no  virtuous  Minijler 
will  think  he  can  honeftly  give  it  up  ;  or 
confpire  in  Meafures^  which  may  create  the 

Appearance  of  a  NeceJJity  fo  to  do. But  to 

return  to  my  Narration.  ' 

If  fuch  an  Overtia^e  was  made  by  Lord 
Stanhope^  it  was  made  to  prevail  on  the  Court 
of  Spain  to  defift  from  the  Enter  prize  they 
had  then  in  hand  ;  an  Enterprize^  which  we 
fliould  have  been  obliged  to  prevent,  if  the 
Treaty  of  ^adrtiple  Alliance  had  never  been 
made,  by  Virtue  of  our  Guaranty  to  the  Neu- 
trality of  Italy,  That  this  Overture  was  not 
received  is  evident  ;  fince  the  Spaniards  v/ent 
on  with  their  Expedition^  which  ended  in 
the  Deftrudtion  of  their  Flett,  Now  call  This 
an  Overture^  as  I  do  5  or  call  it  a  Promife^  as 
Publicola  will  affedl  to  do ;  it  was  vacated  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes  by  the  Spaniards^ 
who  r.efufed  to  comply  v/ith  the  Condition^ 
on  which  it  was  and  only  could  be  grounded. 

It  hath  been  faid  by  fome,  that  this  Promife 
was  renew'd  afterwards,    to  pacify  the  Spa-^ 
niards,   for  the  Lofs  of  their  Ships,  and    for 
ihejr  Defeat  in  Sicily  >  but  this  deferves  Ex- 
planation ^ 


(      92      ) 

pknation  ;  and  will  not  ftand  in  the  Light, 
which  thofe^  who  urge  it,  defire  it  fliould. 

It  is,  I  believe,  true  that  the  Fre?2ch,  who 
firft  induced  us  to  make  this  Overture,  would 
on  the  Pretences  juft  now  mention'd,  and  on 
the  Pretence  of  the  Hopes,  which  the  Regent 
had  continued  to  give  the  Spaniards,  have  ob- 
liged us  to  acknowledge  this  vacated  Promife 
as  a  fubiifling  Obligation  ;  but  I  have  been 
informed  that  this  was  refufed  flatly  to  the 
Minijler  fent  over  hither  upon  that  Occalion, 
and  to  the  Regent  himielf  by  our  Minijler 
abroad.  The  Promife  then  continued  vaca- 
ted ;  and  we  were  as  much  difentangled  from 
the  Snares,  which  our  good  Allies  laid  for  us, 
as  if  no  fuch  Promife  or  Overture  had  been 
ever  made. 

But  farther.  If  a  Promife  of  this  kind  had 
been  made  on  our  Part,  even  after  the  Expe- 
dition to  Sicily,  which  there  is  no  Colour  to 
affirm,  yet  that  Promife  muft  likewife  have 
been  void,  fince  it  was  made  fo,  to  all  Intents 
andPurpofes,  by  the  King  of  Spain  s>  Accef- 
lion  to  the  ^  ^.adruple  Alliance. 

That  all  Poffeffions  are  mutually  confirmed 
by  that  'Treaty,  except  fuch  as  are  fpecifyd 
in  it,  cannot  be  deny'd.  The  Poffeffion  of 
Gibraltar  was  therefore  again  confirmed  to  us 
by  the  King  of  Spain,  when  he  acceded  to 
that  Treaty  ;  unlefs  he  can  fliew  that  our 
Poffeffion  of  it  was  excepted-,  or  can  produce 
any  private  Article  or  Declaration,  which 

*  Vide  the  Treaty. 
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made  a  Uefervation  of  bis  Right  to  this  Place, 
notwithftanding  the  Ceflion  of  it  made  at 
Utrecht.  But  nothing  of  This  can  be  (liewn ; 
and  it  hath  been  faid,  I  believe  tmly,  that  a 
contrary  Declaration  was  made  folemnly  and 
publickly  by  the  Britijh  Mlnifler  in  Hollafidy 
at  the  very  Time  when  the  Acceffion  was 
fign'd. 

Thus  far  then  the  Way  is  clear  before  us. 
When  we  came  Mediators  to  the  Congrefs  of 
Camhray  (for  fuch  we  were  at  that  Place^ 
though  we  have  the  Misfortune  to  find  our- 
felves  principally  and  almoft  folely  concerned 
in  the  Difputes  to  be  fettled  at  SoiJJons )  the 
King  of  Spain  had  no  Rights  nor  Pretence  of 
Right  to  demand  of  Great  Britain  the  Re- 
ft itution  of  Gibraltar.  Indeed,  if  he  had  then 
fuch  a  Pretence ;  if  a  Projnife^  on  our  Part, 
to  reftore  this  Place  to  him,  which  Promife 
w^e  refufed  to  execute,  had  then  fubfifted, 
how  could  he  have  accepted  of  our  Media- 
tion ? 

Ay,  but  (fays  this  poor  hunted  Author,  who 
doubles  and  fliifts  and  works  and  tries,  at  any 
Rate,  to  fave  himfelf )  Lord  Stanhope^  accord- 
ing to  Raleigh''^  own  Confeffion,  was  firfi  in 
this  Affair^  and  laid  the  Foundation  cf  this 
ExpeBation  in  the  Spaniards.  —  'T'is  plain  the 
Spaniards  had  fuch  Ajfuraftces.  It  is  allow'd  you, 
atlcaft  for  Argument  fake,  xh^iil^or  A  St  a?2bope 
IV  as  fir jl  in  this  Affair,  The  Spaniards  had  fuch 
Afjurances.  Make  yourmoftof  it.  Thefe  Af- 
Jurances  were  difcharged,  Thefe  Promijes  were 
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released',  and  whatever  Lord  Staiihope  can  be 
fuppofed  to  have  done  or  faid  about  Gibraltar 
hath  no  more  Relation  to  the  prefent  Dijpiite^ 
than  v^hat  was  done  or  faid  about  Gibraltar 
in  the  Time  of  King  Rodrigiie  and  the  Count 
"Julian  ;  fo  that  our  Author  is  building  up  a 
Right  for  the  Spaniards  upon  Foundations, 
which  were  demolifli'd  as  foon  as  laid.  He  is 
building  up  a  Rights  or  he  is  building  up  no- 
thing ;  for  to  talk,  as  he  does,  of  ExpeBations, 
in  Cafes  of  this  Nature,  without  eftablifhine 
a  Rights  real  or  plaufible,  is  too  frivolous  to 
deferve  an  Anfwer. 

Let  me  illuftrate  this  by  a  familiar  In- 
fiance ;  for  Things  cannot  be  made  too  plain 
to  him.  I  will  fuppofe  him  a  Clergyman,  I 
will  fuppofe  that  by  Merit,  of  fome  kind  or 
other,  he  gets  a  Promife  of  a  Bijhoprick,  Af- 
ter this,  he  does  fomething,  inconliftent  with 
fuch  a  Promotion.  He  forfeits  all  ^itle.  He 
renounces  all  Pretenfiom  to  it.  Shall  his  Ad- 
vocate be  admitted  to  infift  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  he  expefts  to  be  a  Bifiop 
Jiill',  and,  inftead  of  grounding  his  ExpeBa- 
tions  onhk  Rights  ground  his  Right  on  his 
ExpeBations  ?  No  certainly  ;  fuch  an  Advo- 
cate would  be  hifs'd  out  of  Court,  and  would 
deferve  at  leaft  to  have  his  Gov/n  puU'd  over 
his  Ears. 

But  the  Spaniards  are  not  fo  chimerical. 
They  ground  their  ExpeBations,  and  what 
they  call  threir  Right,  on  a  new  Engagement 
taken  by  us,  as  they  fay,  Jince  all  the  Tranf- 
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aQ:ions,  mentioned  above,  were  over ;  on  a 
private  Article^  in  a  T^reaty  made  with  them 
in  172 1,  ftipulating  the  Contents  of  a  Let- 
ter to  be  written  by  the /^^^  King\  and  oa 
the  Letter^  written  in  purfuance  of  this  Ar-- 
ticky  the  original  of  which  they  offer  to  pro- 
duce J  and  which  they  pretend  to  be  a  pojitive 
Engagement  to  reftore  Gibraltar  to  them. 

With  what  Front  now  could  Fublicola 
affirm,  that  what  Raleigh  fays  about  the 
Letter  is  mthijig  to  his  Purpofe ;  tmlefs  this 
myfterious  Letter  had  been  wrote  before  this 
fame  kind  of  a  ^Derbal  Prcmife  was  made  ? 

If  this  myfierious  or  tniniflerial  Letter 

liad  been  writ  before  Lord  Stanhopes  Promife 
v/as  made,  it  v/ould  have  been  nothing  to 
Raleigh's  Purpofe ;  becaufe  his  Purpofe  was 
to  fliew  that  the  Demand,  which  the  Spa- 
niards now  make  of  Gibraltar^  cannot  be 
made  on  any  Thing,  which  pafs'd  in  Lord 
Stanhope's  Time  ;  but  it  was  extremely  to  his 
Purpofe  to  {hew  that  this  Letter  was  writ 
after  Lord  Stanhope's  Death.  Had  Fublicola 
taken  upon  him  to  ridicule  the  plained  and 
eadeft  Demonftration  in  Euclid^  he  could  not 
have  rendered  himfelf  more  ridiculous  than 
he  does  upon  this  Occafion. 

I  am  at  a  Lofs  what  Words  to  ufe.  I  have 
debarr'd  myfelf  from  ufing  hard  ones  ;  and 
none  but  the  hardeji  are  equal  to  what  this 
Writer  deferves.  Let  him  pafs  then  without 
any  Animadverfion  from  me.    Let  the  Reader 

pronounce  Sentence  upon  him» 

To 
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To  fum  up  the  whole  on  this  Head.  Puh-^ 
It  cola  was  to  prove  that  my  Lord  Stanhopes 
Promife  to  reftore  Gibraltar  is  one  of  the 
Reaions  of  the  prefent  Ohjlinacy  of  the  Spa^ 
niards^  and  by  Confcquence  of  our  prefent 
Difficulties.  Now  it  is  notorious  that  in  Fadt 
the  Spaniards  ground  their  Demand  on  fome- 
thing,  which  pafs'd  whiUT:  he  was  alive.  Pub- 
licola  fays  //  Jiever  appear  d  that  the  prefent 
Miniftry  catfje  into  fuch  Affurances.  If  he 
means  the  Affurances  given  by  my  Lord 
Stanhope^  and  long  ago  made  niill^  he  is  moft 
certainly  in  the  Right,  for  a  very  obvious 
Reafon.  But  if  he  means  the  Affurances  ftill 
inlifted  upon,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  but  this. 
T^hefe  Affurances^  or  what  the  Spaniards  call 
by  that  Nanie^  were  given  in  the  Tear  of  our 
Lord  172  I. 

The  (econd  Reafon  affign'd,  by  this  pro- 
found  Politician^  for  the  Obftinacy  of  the 
Spaniards^  is  the  Refentment^  which  hath  lain 
at  their  Hearts,  ever  fince  we  deftroy'd  their 
Fleet,  Here  are  no  Proofs  oiFer'd  5  nor  caa 
there  be  any,  which  are  dire^  \  becaufe  the 
Afiertion  relates  to  what  palTes,  and  hath  pafs'd 
thefe  many  Years,  in  the  Hearts  of  the  King, 
Qu,eenand  Minifters  oi  Spain,  It  is  a  Fad:, 
which  we  are  to  take  on  the  bare  Word  of 
this  Author^  or  to  rejed:.  I  make  no  Scruple 
of  rejeding  it  ,  becaufe  the  probable  Reafons 
againft  it  feem  to  me  of  much  greater  Weight 
than  his  fngle  Authority  in  any  Cafe,  and 
cfpecially  in  a  Cafe  of  this  Nature.     The 
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Spaniards  were  certainly  not  vtvy  well  plea- 
fed  with  us  for  deftroying  their  Fleet,  But 
doth  it  follow  from  hence  that  the  Refentment^ 
which  they  conceived  upon  this  Occafion, 
operates  thus  ftrongly  ftill  ?  How  often  were 
the  French  beaten  by  us  in  the  lad  War  ? 
Were  not  whole  Squadrons  of  their  Ships  de- 
ftroy'd  ?  How  many  of  their  Armies  were 
defeated  ?  How  many  of  their  Towns  were 
taken  ?  notwithftanding  which,  we  fee  withj 
Pleafure,  the  moft  perfcB  Harmony^  the  mofl 
intimate  FriendJJnp,  fubfifl:  between  their  G9//r/ 
and  ours  ;  even  from  the  Time,  when  their 
Difgraces  were  recent,  and  when  their  Refent- 
ments  againft  us  muft  have  run  the  higheft, 
if  it  was  true  that  lR.efentmen\  and  not  the 
Ragiojie  di  Stato  (as  the  Italians  call  it)  go- 
vern'd  the  Condud:  of  Princes.  But  the  Spa- 
niards are  more  vindicative  than  the  French. 
This  may  be  faid  perhaps  by  People,  who  are 
apt  to  fupport  one  Affirmation  by  another, 
and  to  call  That  Proof  But  then  how  came 
it  to  pafs  that  the  Spaniards  y^tx^  fo  foon  re- 
conciled to  the  French^  and  entered  into  fuch 
clofe  Alliances  with  them  immediately  after 
the  Campaign  of  171 8  ?  If  the  Britifh  Arms 
beat  the  Spa^iifi  Fleets  the  French  Arms  took 
the  SpaniJJj  Towns  at  the  fame  Time.  The 
near  Relation  and  the  antient  Friendfiip  be- 
tween the  two  Courts  of  France  and  Spain^ 
it  may  be  faid  again,  rendered  their  Reconci- 
liation eafy.  But  this  would  be  to  fuppofe 
what  is  quite  contrary  to  the  natural  Courfe 
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of  human  Paffions.     According  to  that^  the 
Court  of  Spain  muft  have  been  infinitely  more 
piqued  againil  their  cw7i  Family^  for  joining 
in   Oppofition   to    them  with  the  Emperor^ 
who  had  been  fo  long  their   common  Enemy y 
than  againft  the  Court  of  Britain^   who   had 
not  the  fame  T^ies  to  them,  and  who  aded  for 
zn  old  Alh\     This   is  natural  and  probable. 
Nay,  when  we  confider  how  many  Marks  of 
the  utmojl  Refcntment   were  fhewn  at  that 
Time  by  the  Spanip  to  the  Frejich   Court ; 
how  many  Intrigues  the  former  carry'd  on  to 
fubvert  the  Government,  and  to  raife  a  Re- 
bellion in  France  ;  I  think  we   may  juftify 
affirming  that  this  is  true  in  Fad:.     And  yet 
how  foon  was  all  this  forgot  at  Madrid'^  How 
foon   was   the   Reunion  of  the   two   Courts 
brought  about  in  the  clofeft  Manner,  and  ce- 
mented by  Marriages  ? 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  might  look 
on  the  Proceedings  of  the  French^  in  this  Af- 
fair, as  a  political  parrel  and  a  national 
Wro?jg  ;  but  they  look'd  on  an  Affair,  which 
happen'd  a  few  Years  afterwards,  as  a  perjb- 
nal  Injury  and  Affront,     I  mean  the  fending 
back  the  Ltfanta  in  fo  abrupt,    fo  unprepared 
a  Manner,  without  any  foftening,  and  with 
fo  many  aggravating  Circumftances.     Never 
Befentment  run  higher,  nor  was  exprefs'd  in 
Terms  of  greater   Paffion,    than  that  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid  upon  this  Occafion  ;  and 
yet  one  or  tv/o  Sacrifices,  a  little  Addrefs,  and 
a  little  Management  pacify'd  all ;   united  the 
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two  Courts  again  ;  and  reftored  to  the  French y 
in  a  fhort  Time,  fuch  an  Influence  in  Spain^ 
that  it  is  marvellous  we,  who  depend  fo  much 
upon  it,  iliould  ndrt  yet  have  found  the  leaft: 
Effedt  from  it  in  our  Favour. 

I  have  dwelt  on  thefe  Obfervations,   in  or- 
der to  (hew  to  what   poor  Expedients  thofe 
Writers  are  reduced,  who  attribute  the  pre-^ 
fent  ObjltJiacy  of  the  Spaniards^  to  the  beat- 
ing  their  Fleet  above  nine  Tears  ago.    Surely 
it  is  ftrange  that  the  Cardinal  de  Fleury  fhould 
have   been  able,    in  feven  or  eight  Months 
T'ime,  to  re  eftablifli  a  good  Correfpondence 
and    FriendQiip  between  the  two  Courts  of 
France  and  Spain ^  after  fo  great  and  fo  fenfi- 
ble  an  Affront  as  Philip  and  his  Slueen  thouglit 
was  put  upon  them  by  his  Predecejjor  in  the 
Mini  ft  ry  ;  and  that  our  Minijiers  ihould  not 
be  able,  in  the  Courfe  of  as  many  Tears^  to 
atone  for  what  their  Predecejjors  did  ^   nor 
to  pacify  the  Refentment   of  the  Spaniards^ 
for   their  Lofs  of  the   Fleet   in  an  Adion, 
which  they  might  have  avoided  ;  and  which 
they  render'd,  in  fome  Sort,    unavoidable  to 
us.     It  is  impoffible  to  believe  that   fuch   an 
Incident  fliould  produce  thefe  Eifedls  ;  which 
feem  tojirengthen^  rather  than  to  grow  weak- 
er.  the  farther  thev  are  removed  from  this 
fuppofed  Caiife  of  them.   There  mufl  be  fome- 
thing  more  recent  than  this  Anger  at  a  Lofsy 
long  fince  fuftain'd  and  repaiy'd  too,    as  I  be- 
lieve.    Perhaps  we  may  begin  to  make  fome 
Difcovery  of  this  kind,  when   we  examine 
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the  next  Article  -,  to  which  I  {hall  proceed  as 
foon  as  I  have  made  a  few  Refledions  more 
on  this  Head,  which  Publicola  moft  pru- 
dently fuggeils  to  me,  and  which  will  be  of 
wonderful  Service  to  his  Caufe. 

Nor  does  the  ^adruple  Alliance  ( fays  he  ; 
but  he  muft  mean  the  King  of  Spain  s  Accef- 
fion  to  this  Alliance)  being  after  the  Promije 
(that  is.  Lord  Stanhope\  Promife  or  Overture^ 
concerning   Gibraltar)  prove  the   Spaniards 
had  given  up  their  ExpeBations  founded  on 
that  Promije  ;  hut  only  that  they  were  not^  at 
that  T!ime^   in  proper  Circumjiances  to  injiji 
upon  it,     I  have  fluewn  how  filly  it  is  to  talk 
oiExpeBations^  without  any  Right  to  exped ; 
and  how  the  Right  of  the  Spaniards  to  Gib- 
raltar^- acquired  by  Lord  Stanhope's  Promife^ 
or  Overture^   either  real  gv  Jhppofed^  was  ex- 
tinguifh'd  before  the  Year  172 1.    But  I  agree 
that  if  they  had  then  had  even  a  real  Right, 
they  muft  have  fubmitted  to  give  it  up,  as 
they  did  at  that  Time,  becaufe  of  the  Cir- 
cumftances^  into  which  they  were  fallen.    Let 
me  aflc  Mr.  Publicola  what  reduced  them  to 
thefe  Circumftances  ?  He  muft  anfwer,  it  was 
beating  their  Fleet.     They  had  been  as  obfti- 
nate  bejore  that  TimiC,  as  it  is  poftible  for  them 
to  be  now,     Alheroni  talk'd  at  leaft  as  high  as 
the  Marquis  de  la  Paz.    But  they  grew  com- 
plying as  foon  as  this  Hoftility  was  commit- 
ted.    Might  not   the   taking  their   Galleons 
have  had  the  fame  EfFed  lately  ?  Would  not 
our  incG??iparable  MiniJlerSy  who  run  up  and 
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down  the  World  Jiegotiating  and  making  '^rea- 
ties.^  with  fo  much  Credit  to  themfelves,   and 
fo  much  Honour  and  Advantage  to  the  Na- 
tion,  have  done  better  (I  fpeak  it  with  due 
Submiflion    to    their   approved  Wifdom )  to 
imitate,  than  to  blame  the  Condud:  of  their 
PredeceJJors  ?  From  172 1,  to  1725,  we  heard 
of  nothing  but  the  happy  2A\d.jiGurifinng  State 
of  our  AffaiiS.     This  muft  have  been  owing;, 
according  to  Fiiblicola^  to  the  Circiimjlances 
the   Spaniards  were  in  ;    and  therefore  this 
muft  have  been  owing  to  the  Defeat,  which 
they  received  in  the  Mediterramaii,     How 
came  we  to  hear  from  the  very  fame  Perfons, 
that  all  our  Difficulties  and  the  Dijlreffes  vjq 
are  in    at    prefent,     ought  to   be  dated  be- 
fore the  Year    172 1  ?    Surely,    to   be  in  a 
jiourijJnng  State^  a  Nation  muft  be  in  a  fe- 
cure  State  -,  and  how  could  that  be  true,  if, 
during  xhtfour  Tears   I  have   mentioned,  a 
powerful  Neighbour  meditated  Reve?ige,  and 
.  only  waited  an  Opportunity  of  ftriking  home  ? 
How   could  it   be  declared,    even  from  the 
throne,  that  *  nothing  more  than  the  Forms 
of  a   Congrefs  ivere  ^wanting  to  eftahlifo  the 
publick  'Tranquility^  if  the  grand  Quarrel  be- 
tween us  and  Spain  did,  in  Effedt,  fubfift  at 
that  Time  ? 

There   are  People    fo    very  regardlefs    of 
I'riith^  and  fo  very  indifterent  to  the  Shame 

*  ride  the   King's  Speech  at  the   Opening  of  the  J^ellion, 
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of  being  convifted  of  Falpood^  that  they  ne- 
ver confider,  when  they  affirm  a  Fad:,  any 
Thing  more  than  the  prejhtt  Expediency, 
Strange,  almoft  incredible  Inftances  of  this 
might  be  quoted.  I  pafs  them  over  in  Silence 
for  many  Reafons  ;  and,  amongft  others,  for 
this  Reafon,  that  fome  of  them  are  too  recent 
to  be  foro;ot.  I  flick  to  the  Point  before  me  ; 
and  fhali  conclude  it  by  obferving  that  when 
Publicola  affigns  all  the  Difficulties^  Vv^hich 
we  have  labcur'd  under,  fmce  the  Year  1725, 
to  what  pafs'd  before  the  Year  172  i,  he  is 
confuted  not  only  by  the  Reafons  I  have  ur- 
ged, which  feem  to  me  unanfwerable,  but 
likewife  by  an  Authority^  which  every  Man 
will  allow  to  be  deci/ive. 

The  next  Article  to  be  confider'd  is  this. 
Raleigh^  who  v/as  not  fa tisfy'd  with   Publi- 
colds  Way  of  accounting  for  oui  prejent  Dif- 
ficulties^ and  for  the  clofe  Alliance  between 
the  Emperor  and  Spain^  had  afcribed  both  to 
our  Refufal  of  iht  Jole  Mediation  at  Cambray. 
He  is  accufed  of  malicioufly  concealing  the 
Truths  and  of  imputing  that  to  ///  Manage- 
inent^    extraordinary   Refinement   and  great 
^endemefs,  which  was  the  Refult  oj  true  Rea- 
fon,    Now  I  think  I  can  demonftrate  that 
Publicola  is  ignorant  of  the  Truth  ;  or  that  he 
conceals  it,  I  will  not  fay  corruptly^  but  un- 
fairly. 

That  the  T!reaty  of  Vienna  ivas  aBually 
and  in  Form  fignd^  before  it  could  he  fo  much 
as  known  at  Vienna   that  we  had  refifed  the 
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fole  Mediation,  I  might  grant  in  one  Senfe^ 
and  for  the  fake  of  Argument  ;  (  though  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  Fad:  is  juft  as  he  ftates  it ) 
and  yet  1  might  fafely  deny  the  fame  Thing 
in  the  only  Scnfe^  in  which  this  Fad:  cm  be 
of  the  leaft  Ufe  to  our  Author,  I  can  grant 
that  this  Treaty  might  be  fign'd  in  Form  at 
Vienna^  before  it  could  be  known  there,  in 
Form^  that  we  had  refufed  ih^fole  Mediation  -, 
before  the  Couriers  from  Cambray  to  London y 
from  London  to  Paris,  from  Paris  to  Ma- 
drid, from  Madrid  to  Fie?2na  could  perform 
their  Journies,  and  the  feveral  Courts  could 
hold  their  Councils  and  make  their  Difpatches. 
But  the  certain  Knowledge  of  our  refufing  this 
Mediation  might  very  well  arrive  at  Vienna 
before  the  Treaty  was  fign'd  ;  nay,  the  Treaty 
might  be  fign'd  upon  this  Knowledge,  by  Vir- 
tue of  Inftrud:ions  given  with  this  Contingency 
fpecify'd  in  them.  I  fay  this  might  be  the 
Cafe  ;  and  therefore  to  affirm  this  Fad  ;  in 
the  Terms  Puhlicola  affirms  it,  is  nothing  to 
the  Purpofe.  What  Raleigh  advanced  may 
ftill  be  true. 

That  full  Powers  were  given  by  Spain  to 
carry  on  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  four  Months 
before  this  Offer  of  the  Mediation,  is  m.oil 
certainly  true  ;  and  therefore  tliere  is  as  much 
Reafon  to  be  afconifh'd  that  early  Meafures 
were  not  taken  to  prevent  it,  as  there  is  that 
other  Meafures,'  than  what  we  have  ktn 
purfued,  v/ere  not  taken  to  prevent  the  Efreds 
pf  fuch  a  Treaty,     Could  it  be  an  abfolute 
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Secret  to  our  Mi?iijiers,  (who  ought  to  be  well 
inform'd  ;  fince  they  have  had  luch  imnlcnfe 
Sums  for  fecret  Service^  as  were  never" heard 
cf  before  their  Time)  that  Spain  was  nego- 
tiating at  Vienna^  during  thefe  four  Months  ? 
Could  it  be  a  Secret  to  them  that,  from  the 
Death  of  the  Duke  of  Or  leans ,  and  about  a 
Year,  at  leaft,  before  this  'Treaty  was  con- 
cluded, the  Spanifb  Minijlcrs  were  full  of 
Fears  and  Jealoufies  about  the  complcating 
the  Infantas  Marriage  with  the  King  of 
France  ?  If  thefe  Things,  which  were  not 
quite  unknown  to  mcft  private  Perfons,  v/ho 
obferved  the  Courfe  of  publick  Events,  and 
who  fought  Information  about  them,  did  not 
efcape  the  Intelligence  of  our  Minijlcrs^  how 
could  a  Coniideration  of  the  Cii-cumftances, 
w^hich  the  Court  of  Spain  was  in  at  that  Pe- 
riod, efcape  their  Sagacity  ? 

From  the  Time  of  the  Acceffion  of  the 
King  of  Spain  to  the  ^adruple  Alliance,  the 
whole  Management  of  the  Court  of  Madrid 
had  been  left  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  his 
Cardinal  du  Bois  -,  andif  wew'ere  drawn  into 
the  Treaty  made  at  Madrid  in  172  i,  by  this 
Prince  and  his  Minijier^  as  I  verily  believe  we 
were ;  it  is^  eafy  to  fee  who  was  thank'd  for 
this  by  the  Spaniards^  and  how  watchful 
France  hath  conflantly  been  to  feize  and 
improve  every  Occaiion  of  rendring  our  Title 
to  Gibraltar  difputable,  and  of  wrelling  this 
important  Place  out  of  our  Hands.  We  came 
fhen  into  the  Congrefs  of  Cambray  joint  Me- 
diators 
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diators  with  the  French,  between  the  Empe- 
ror and  the  King  of  Spai?t,  but  not  with 
equal  Advantage  ;  not  with  an  equal  Share  in 
the  Confidence  of  o?2e  of  the  Parties  ;  and 
with  our  Share  in  the  Confidence  of  the  other ^ 
perhaps,  a  litde  diminifh^d  ;  for  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  the  private  I'reafy,  made  at  Ma^ 
drid  with  the  King  of  Spai?i^  whilft  we  were 
Mediators  at  Cambray  between  him  and  the 
Emperor,  might  give  Umbrage  at  leaft  to  the 
latter,  I  know  not  whether  this  Step  did 
not  even  occafion  fome  Complaint,  though 
not  in  Form  perhaps,  from  the  Imperial  Mi- 
nijiers. 

In  this  State  of  Things,  and  in  this  Difpo- 
fition  of  all  Parties,  what  could  it  be  imagined 
that  the  Spaniards  fl^ould  turn  themfelves  to, 
on  the  Forefight  of  a  Rupture  of  all  Intimacy, 
and  even  Correfpondence  with  Frafice  ? 
Could  thev  refolve  to  leave  themfelves  with- 
out  a7iy  Ally  with  fo  many  Fnemies,  and  with 
their  Interefts  ftill  unadjufted  ?  Could  they 
refolve  to  run  the  Rifque,  in  this  Condition, 
of  fidling  back  into  a  State  of  War,  w4icn 
they  were  about  to  purchafe  Peace  at  a  Price, 
which  they  thought  fo  dear  ?  Could  they  re- 
folve to  abandon  themfelves  intirely  to  Great 
Britain^  v/ho  had  hitherto  fhewn  fo  m.uch 
Partiality  to  the  Emperor,  -  flill  their  Enemy, 
and  whofe  principal  Intercourfe  with  them 
had  been  managed  hitherto  by  France^  to 
to  whom  tlicy  expeded  foon  to  become  Ene^ 
ijiies  ?  Certainly  they  could  not  refolve  upon 
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this,  even  as  I  have  ilated  the  Cafe  ;  much 
lefs  could  they  do  fo,  if  they  had  fuch  an  in- 
veterate Rancour  at  Heart,  as  Publicola  re- 
prefents.  What  then  could  our  Minijiers 
imagine  the  Spaniards  fliould  do  upon  a  Fore- 
fight  of  the  h7fanta\  being  fent  back,  and  by 
Confcquence  of  breaking  with  France  ?  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  for  it  is  plain  and  evi- 
^  dent,  that  if  they  thought  any  Thing  on  this 
Affair,  they  muft  think  the  very  Thing,  which 
the  Spaniards  did.  The  Spaniards  began  to 
treat  at  Vienna^  that  they  might  prepare  for 
the  worft  ;  and  they  delay'd  concluding  their 
I'reaty^  till  what  they  fear'd  happen'd.  Give 
me  Leave  to  add,  that  it  was  eafy  to  fee  that, 
whenever  the  Miniflers  of  Philip  and  the 
Imperialijls  fhould  come  to  examine  their 
Mafter's  Interefl:  together,  they  would  foon 
find  thefe  Interefls  not  fo  hard  to  reconcile, 
nor  their  Want  of  Mediators  fo  great,  as  they 
had  imagined,  whilft  Rivalfhip  and  Pique 
kept  them  at  a  Diflance  ;  and  that  there  were 
Men  of  great  Weight  in  the  Emperor's  Court, 
whofe  private  Interefl:  mufl:  render  them  par- 
ticularly zealous  to  promote  this  Union.  All 
this  happen'd  ;  and  it  affords  a  pregnant  In- 
ftance  of  what  I  faid  above,  that  Reafon  of 
State  will  determine  the  Condudt  of  Princes  ; 
not  old Ji ale,  Refentments, 

From  what  hath  been  thus  flated  I  defire 
to  make  fome  Inferences,  and  to  recommend 
them  to  Publicola' s  Confideration. 
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Firjl  then.  It  appears  more  ridiculous  than 
ever  to  talk  of  the  Promife  of  Gibraltar  and 
the  Lofs  of  their  Fleet  as  lying  at  the  Hearts  of 
the  Spaniards  and  breaking  out  upon  this  Oc- 
caiion.  Neither  muft  it  be  faid  abfolutely, 
that  our  refufing  the  fole  Mediation  at  Cam- 
bray  threw  Spain  into  the  Arms  of  the  Em- 
peror. In  what  Refped  this  Step  might  con- 
tribute to  it,  will  be  faid  prefently.  But  the 
principal  and  determining  Caufc  of  Spain\ 
uniting  fo  clofely  with  the  Emperor,  was  the 
fending  back  the  Infanta, 

Secondly.  However  fudden  the  Immediate 
Refolution  for  the  Departure  of  this  Princefs 
from  France  might  be  ;  yet  this  Defign  had 
been  long  in  Agitation  ;  fo  long,  that  the 
Sufpicion  of  it  had  been  entertain'd  by  the 
Spaniards^  and  was  even  publickly  own'd  by 
their  Minifters  very  many  Months  before  they 
fent  ihQiL  full  Powers  for  carrying  on  a  Treaty 
at  Fienna, 

F'birdly.  There  was  furely,  in  the  whole 
Progrefs  of  this  Affair,  Notice  enough  to  alarm 
any  reafonable  Men  ;  and  Time  enough  to 
prepare  for  the  Confequences  of  a  Breach  be- 
tween France  and  Spain.  During  the  Life 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  he  had,  and  it  could 
not  well  be  othervv^ifc,  the  chief  Credit  at 
Madrid.  But  it  was  obvious  enou2;h  that, 
by  fending  back  the  Infanta^  his  SucceiTor 
would  furnifh  us  w^ith  a  fair  Opportunity  of 
attempting  at  leafl:  to  get  between  France  and 
Spain^  as   France  had   flood  between   Spain 

and 
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and  iis^  and  of  maintaining  ourfelves  Jn  that 
Poft.  This  indeed  was  an  Objed;  of  the  ut- 
moft  Importance  5  which  deferved  more  than 
all  our  Negotiations  have  cofl  us ;  and  w^hich 
it  is  not  impoffible  might  have  been  accom- 
pliih'd  for  lefs.  Whenever  it  fliall  appear  that 
we  took  all  the  Meafures,  in  our  Power,  in  a 
proper  Manner  and  at  a  proper  Time,  for 
this  great  End,  infinite  Honour  will  accrue 
to  our  Minijlers  without  Difpute. 

Fourthly,  If  we  had  been  as  much  prepared, 
as  one  would  think  we  maght  in  fo  many 
Months  have  been,  we  fl^ould  have  had  fome 
great  Advantages,  which,  if  we  were  unpre- 
pared for  thefe  Events,  and  even  furprized  at 
them,  it  was  impoffible  we  fliould  reap. 

The  Jole  Mediation  could  not  indeed  have 
been  fooner  ofter'd  than  it  was  j  becaufe  it 
could  not  be  ofter'd  till  Spain  had  broke  with 
France^  and  then  it  was  ofFer'd  to  us.  Nay, 
if  it  had  been  offered  fooner,  I  agree  that  we 
could  not  have  accepted  it  fooner,  for  Reafons 
of  Policy  and  even  of  Decency.  But  if  we 
had  been  prepared  for  thefe  £^v;^/i,  we  might 
have  ftruck  a  great  Stroke,  as  the  Generality 
of  the  World  thought,  and  continue  to  think, 
by  accepting  the  Mediation  in  Form,  as  foon 
as  it  was  offery.  In  the  Cafe  fuppcfed  of 
preparatory  Meafures  taken  by  us,  on  a  Fore- 
light  of  fuch  a  Conjuncture^  it  is  probable  that 
Spain  would  not  have  been  extravagant  enough 
to  precipitate  fo  bad  a  Bargain  as  flie  made 
for  herfelf  in  the  Vienna  Treaty.     Having 
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no  Mediator  nor  even  AUy^  flie  was  under  a 
Neceffity  of  granting   almoft  any  Terms  to 
the  Emperor,  provided  flie  fecured  the  7nam 
Points^  which  flie  had  in  Vievv.     But,  fure 
of  our  Support,  and  fhe  might  have  had  Af- 
furances  fufficient  for  her  to  depend  upon,  it 
is  impoflible  to  think  (he  would  have  carry'd 
herConcefiions  farther  than  (lie  needed  to  have 
done.     In  this  Cafe,  none  of  thofe  Engage- 
me?its  (which  were  talk'd  of,  but  which  have 
never  yet  appear'd)    fo  injurious  to  Britai?t 
could  have  been  taken ;  and  we  might  have 
had    perhaps   the   Satisfaftion   of  feeing  the 
Peace  of  Eiircfe  confumm.ated  by  the  Recon- 
ciliation of  t^joo  Princes  ;  the  Adjuftment  of 
whofe  Interefts  had  been  fo  long  our  Care ; 
and  whofe  Union  is,  without  Doubt,    in  ge- 
neral, and  unlefs  fome  particular  CircumTian- 
ces  of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature  hinder  it, 
the  common  Advantage   of  all  thofe,  who 
defire  to  fee  a  Balafice  of  Power  preferved  in 
the  weflern  World.     But  I  go  farther.    I  will 
fuppofe  that  we  had  not  been  able  to  fofteu 
Spain  ;    or  that   we  had  i>ot   attempted  it^ 
which  perhaps  was  the  Cafe ;  that  Spain  look'd 
look'd  on   us  with  a  jealous,  and  even  a  re- 
vengeful Eye  :  and  in  fhort  that  the  McJia- 
tion  was  ofFer'd  to  us  without  any  Defign  that 
we  lliould  concern  ourfelves  in  it,  and  purely 
for  Form  fake  ;  yet  furely,  even  in  this  Cafe, 
fome  Advantage  might  have  been  taken  by 
our  immediate  Acceptance  of  it. .    Our  Con- 
dud:,  at  leafl,   would  have   been  fjxc  from 
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any  Objection  ;  and  Spain  and  the  Emperor 
would  have  been  left  without  any  Colour  of 
Excufe.  Might  not  fuch  a  Step  have  retarded 
the  Conclufion  of  this  famous  T^reaty  ?  Might 
not  Time  have  been  gain'd  ;  and  would  not 
the  leaft  Time,  in  this  Cafe,  have  been  of  the 
reateft  Moment  to  us  ? 
Fifthly.  When  the  Mediation  was  ofFer'd 
us,  we  could  not  know  how  foon  the  I'reaty 
would  be  fign'd.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that 
we  did.  Our  Refufal  of  it  therefore  muft 
have  been  grounded  purely  on  thefe  two  Con- 
liderations,  (fo  often  urged  in  Defence  of  this 
Meafure)  that  the  Spaniards  were  our  inve- 
terate Enemies,  and  that  we  were  in  Alliance 
with  the  French.  What  is  meant  by  being 
in  Alliance  with  the  French,  and  making  this 
a  Diftin6lion  between  our  Relation  to  the^n 
and  our  Relation  to  the  Spafiiards,  I  am  at  a 
Lofs  to  fi'^d.  We  were  farely  in  Alliance 
with  07ie  Nation,  as  well  as  the  other,  from 
the  Moment  the  King  of  Spain  acceded  to 
the  ^.adruple  Alliance,  and  the  Matters  Hill 
un fettled  at  Cambray  Vv^ere  folely  relative  to 
him  and  to  the  Emperor.  If  it  be  meant  that 
we  thought  the  French  our  Friends,  and 
knew  that  the  Spaniards  waited  only  for  a 
pretended  Occafion  to  break  out  into  Enmity 
ivith  us  ;  I  think  this  Reafon  v/ill  prove  the 
very  contrary  of  Vv^hat  it  is  advanced  to  prove. 
Did  we  fdl;:'>e6t  that  fomething  contrary  to 
our  Interefl:,  fomething  dangerous  to  ns,  was 
working  up  in  the  Negotiation  of  Vienna  ; 
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and  did  we  for  this  very  Reafon  decline  an 
Opportunity  of  coming  at  fome  Knowledge 
of  what  was  in  Agitation  there  ?  Did  we,  for 
this  very   Reafon,  refufe  the  befi  Means  we 
could  have  hoped  for,  of  keeping  up  our  an- 
tient  Friendfliip  with  the  hnperial  Courts  and 
of  being  in  a  Condition  to  check  the  Court  of 
&pain  ?  fuch  Arguments  as  thefe  will  not  pafs; 
and  whoever  produces  them  hath   too  mean 
an  Opinion  of  the  reft  of  Mankind,  and  too 
prefumptuous  an  Opinion  of  his  own  Suffi- 
ciency.   On  the  Part  of  France^  no  Objedlion 
could  have  been  made  to  us,  if  we  had  ac- 
cepted this  Mediation  ;  for  either  the  Points 
to  be  mediated  upon  were  pure  Trifes  ;  fuch 
as  the  Ttitles^  and  other  Matters  of  as  little 
Weight,  refer'd  to  the  Congrefs  of  Ca?nbray  ; 
in  which  Cafe  our  accepting  thc/bk  Mediation 
muft  have  been  quite  indifferent  to  the  Fre?ich ; 
or  thefe  Points  were  of  Moment  to  the  general 
Inierejl  ;  and  in  this  Cafe,  the  French  ought 
to  have  defired  that  we  ihould  continue  in  the 
Mediation^    for  the    fame    Reafons,    which 
ought  to  have  determined  us  to  do  fo.    If  the 
Friendfliip  and  Confidence  betw^een  its  and  the 
French  was  not  fo  ftridV.  as  it  hath  been  repre- 
fented,  they  did  not  deferve  the  Compliment 
we  made  them.     If  this  Friendfl:iip  and  Con- 
fidence were  fo  ftrift,  they  might  and  they 
would  have  trailed  us  with  Pleafure.     Every 
one  knows  how  concern'd  and  alarm'd  the 
French  were  at  the  Refentment,  which  the 
King  oi Spain  ihew'd  on  this  Occafion.  Their 
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fii  ft  Care  was  to  try  all  poffible  Means  of  pa- 
cifying him.  If  v/e  could  have  been  one  of 
thefe  Means,  their  Obligations  to,  and  their 
Confidence  in  us  muft  have  increafed.  We 
might  have  treated  for  them,  when  they  could 
not  treat  for  themfelves.  Inftead  of  this,  by 
Dint  of  Management,  we  fo  difpofed  Affairs, 
that  the  French  m  a  fhort  Time  treated  for 
lis  with  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain^ 
v/ith  whom  we  could  not  treat  for  ourfelves. 

The  laji  Inference  I  (hall  make,  frohi  all 
that  hath  been  faid,  is  this.  As  fending  hack 
the  Infanta^'^2i^  the  certain  and  immediate 
Caufe  oi  throwing  Spain  into  the  Arms  of  the 
Emperor  ;  fo  our  Refufal  of  the  fole  Media^ 
tion  may  juftly  be  deem'd  an  accelTory  Caufe 
of  it.  '  This  Refifal  might  give  Occafion.to 
carry  the  Engagements  of  thele  two  Princes 
farther  than  it  w^as  for  our  Intereft  that  they 
Ihould  go.  At  leaft,  our  Acceptance  of  it 
was  the  Jble^  probable  Meafure^  in  that  In- 
ftant,  of  preventing  fuch  Engagement s  ;  for 
this  Union  of  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
Spain  is  not,  in  itfelf,  fo  terrible.  Spain 
might  be  as  well,  nay  better  for  us  and  for  all 
Europe^  in  the  Arms  of  the  Emperor  than  of 
France  \  and  if  this  Union  is  htcovciQ  formida- 
ble to  us,  we  may  thank  for  it  our  own  Ma- 
nrfgement^  through  a  long  Series  of  Bufinefs, 
and  through  divers  Revolutions  of  Affairs  ;  our 
too  much  Negled:  of  Spain  3  our  too  much 
Dependence  on  France  3  our  being,  upon  all 
Occafions,  indefatigably  bufy  about  the  In- 

terefts 
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terefts  of  other  People^  and  leaving  to  other 
People  the  Condud:  of  our  own  ;  of  which 
furely  a  more  ftrange  Example  cannot  be 
imagined  than  that,  which  is  before  our  Eyes.- 
We  would  not  attempt,  nay  we  would  not 
confent  to  be  Mediators,  when  we  flood  in 
that  Charad:er,  and  could  ftand  in  no  other, 
notwithilanding  all  the  Reafons  for  it  in  that 
nice  ConjunBure,  Such  was  our  Delicacy. 
But  we  have  admitted  and  ( may  I  be  allowed 
to  fay  fo  ? )  we  have  courted  France  to  aft 
as  Mediator,  where  (he  is  a  Party  ;  for  France 
is  a  Party  to  the  T'reaty  of  Hanover  ;  and  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  with  the  T'reaty  of  Vienna, 
give  Occafion  jointly  to  the  Congrefs  of  Soif 
fons,  and  all  the  prefent  Negotiations. 

That  France  is  a  Party  in  our  S^uarrel, 
we  have  been  often  told  ;  and  that  fhe  would 
aB  as  fiich,  we  have  been  often  aifured.  She 
was  to  make  hefiegmg  Gibraltar  a  Cafus  Fa- 
deris.  She  was  to  march  an  Army  into  Rou- 
fillon.  What  was  flie  not  to  do  ?  —  But  we 
have  feen  her  aft  hitherto  no  Part  but  that  of 
a  Mediator  -,  a  common  Friend  -,  but  imcon- 
cernd  in  the  parrel.  No  good  Effeft  bath 
yet  appear'd,  even  from  her  Offices  a^  Media-- 
tor.  If,  by  thefe  Offices,  flie  hath  kept  us 
fro?n  aBingfor  oiirfelves,  and  madt^  us  prefer 
a  precarious  Dependeiice  to  a  vigorous  War, 
I  am  fure  the  FffeB  of  her  afting  in  this  Cha- 
rafter  hath  been  a  bad  one  for  Britain, 

Nothing  can  be  m.ore  plain  than  that  Chain 
of  Caufes  and    EfFeds,    which  hath  drag'd 

fH  us 


(     114     ) 

us  into  our  prefe?7t  Difficulties',  and  as  thefe 
Difficulties  increajed^  the  Objlinacy  of  Spain 
muft  of  Courfe  iiicreafe  likewife.  If  that  Court 
had  never  thought  of  getting  Gibraltar  out 
of  our  Hands,  the  State  we  brought  ourfehes 
into  was  fufficient  to  fuggeft  the  Defign  to 
them.     When  once  Spain  had  purchafed  the 
Emperor's  Alliance,  ( I  may  ufe  this  Expref- 
lion  \  the  T'reaty  of  Vienna   will  juftify   it  ) 
ihe  might  flatter  herfelf  that  he  would  ad- 
here to  her,  even  in  imreajonable  ExpeBati^ 
ons  ;  lince  he  had  no  more  to  exped:  from  us^ 
and   had  fo  much  to  receive  from  her.     As 
foon  as  we  had  fagely  declined  having  to  do 
w4th  her,  or  for  her,  unlefs  in  Concert  with 
France,  with  whom  flie  would  have  nothing 
to  do  at  that  Time,  Fra?2ce  employed  all  pof- 
ble  Means  to  be  reconciled  to  her.     Intrigues 
of  every  Sort,  ecclejiajiical  and  fecular,    were 
fet  on   Foot.     They   fucceeded  5  and  Spain 
law  ilie  had  nothing  to  apprehend.    What  flie 
had  to  hope,  I  determine  not,  from  this  Party 
to  the  Hanover  T'reaty.     The   other  Frinces 
and  States,  who  acceded  to  this  T'reaty ,  ac- 
ceded in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  it  is  eafy  to  prove 
(  if  Fublicola  fliould  think  fit  to  deny  it ) 
that  we  could  have  little  to  hope  and  Spain 
Ettle  to  apprehend  from  their  Engagements^ 
in  her  Dilpiites  with  us  about  our  iiujnediate 
Interefis, 

All  other  Powers  foften'd  towards  each 
other  by  Degrees ;  and  by  Degrees  We  got 
deeper  into  the  Quarrel.     Spain^  from  hav- 
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ing  710  Ally  J  came  to  have  7na?jy ;  fome  more, 
fome  lefs  to  be  depended  on ;  none  to  htfeard. 
From  having  a  Multitude  of  Difputes,  (he 
came  to  have  none^  except  with  us.  We^  on 
the  other  Hand,  from  having  none  of  our  In- 
terejls  in  Dijpute^  are  come  to  fee  hardly  any 
others  in  Controverfy,  From  feeling  ourfelves 
back'd  by  fever al  Allies^  we  are  come,  at 
leaft  in  the  Points  of  diredi  Relation  to  us, 
to  have  in  Effedt  no  Ally  but  one-,  and  with 
that  one  we  own  that  we  are  diffatisfyd\  nay 
we  own  that  we  are  afraid  of  him.  The 
Writer^  I  am  anfwering,  infinuates  both  ; 
nay,  he  does  it  almoft  in  exprefs  Words,  He 
complains  of  the  Indifference  of  France  in 
fupport  of  our  Interefts  \  and  of  the  Danger 
of  engaging  in  a  War^  in  Concert  with 
France.  Who  would  have  thought  it.  Mr. 
D'Anvers  ?  Here  is  the  London  journal  con« 
tradicling  \h^Fnquiry  -,  and  I  am  able  to  point 
out  to  you  many  grofs  Inftances  of  his  doing 
the  fame  Thing.  Here  is  Publicola  account- 
ing for  our  prefenf  Difficulties^  now  they 
are  come  upon  us,  by  the  very  Argument Sy 
which  were  urged  againft  the  Hanover  Treaty y 
and  which  proved  that  the  natural  Con fequence 
oi  that  Treaty  was  ]uft  what  the  Event  hath 
fliewn  it  to  be.  Thofe,  who  wrote  againft 
the  Enquiry^  foretold  what  would  happen, 
Pz/^//Vj?/c?juftifies  the  Mijiiflry^  by  complain- 
ing that  it  hath  happen'd  ! 

I  will  mention  iDut  one  In  (lance  more  of 
tills  kind  ;  and  that  fliall  be  with  Relation  to 
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the  Oft  end  Cojiipany,  lihe  grand  parrel  y- 
fays  Publicohiy  was  between  Us  and  Spain. 
^be  Oftend  Tirade ^  about  which  jiich  a  Noife 
hath  been  made,  was  more  the  Concern  cf  our 
Neighbours,  both  by  Treaty  and  Interefl,  than 

our  own. Now  I  will  leave  the  World  to 

decide  by  who  m  all  this  Noife  about  the 
Oftend  "Trade  hath  been  made.  Did  not  you, 
Mr.  jy  An^'oers,  and  feveral  otherWriters,  main» 
tain  that  this  Company  was  of  but  little  Con^ 
€ern  to  us,  in  Oppofition  to  the  whole  Party, 
on  the  contrary  Side,  who  took  all  poffible 
Pains,  both  within  Doors  and  without,  to 
prove  that  the  Oftend  Trade  was  a  Point  of 
the  utmojl  Concern  to  Britain^  and  even  equal 
to  Gibraltar  itfelf  ?  Nay  the  x^uthor  of  the 
TLnquiry  (v^ho  hath  now  the  Mortification  to 
fee  himfelf  given  up,  in  every  material  Ar- 
ticle, by  both  Parties  -,  even  by  Tbofe^  who 
fet  him  to  work)  goes  fo  far,  p.  57.  of  that 
memorable  Performance,  as  to  affert  that 
Gibraltar  would  be  of  720  hjiportance  to  us,  if 
the  Ojiend  Compajiy  fhould  be  fuifer'd  to  fub- 
fift  ;  and  having  labour'd  that  Point,  with  all 
his  Strength,  for  no  lefs  than  twenty  Pages 
together,  concludes  it  thus ;  that  not  o?2ly  our 
own  Eaft  and  Weft  India  Trade,  and  that  of 
the  Dutch,  will  be  ruin  d  by  the  Oftend  Com- 
pany, which  will  be  the  immediate  Effedl  of  it 
(or  rather  is  fo  already  in  fome  Degree)  but 
aljb  that  the  Contagion  will  fpread  to  many 
other  Branches  of  the  Britiili^;?JDutch  Trade  \ 
and  co?ivey   along   with  it   the  Riches,    tkf 

Strength^ 


(     "7    ) 

Strength,   a?id  the  naval  Power  fo  the  fame 
Spanifli  Netherlands. 

But  ivere  it  fo  that  Holland  alone  would 
he  the  Sufferer  by  the  Oftend  Tirade ;  (  which 
is  far  from  being  the  Cafe ; )  yet  the  Ruin  of 
Holland  muft  carry  along  with  it^  in  the  End^ 
the  Ruin  of  Britain. 

Such  Abjurdities  as  thefe  would  provoke 
Merriment  ih  a  Cafe  of  lefs  Confequence  ; 
but  they  provoke  Indignation  in  a  Cafe,  where 
the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  our  King  and 
Country  are  fo  deeply  concern'd. 

Into  this  State  were  our  foreign  Affairs 
brought,  when  his  prefent  Majefty  came  to 
the  Crown,  I  mention  this  the  rather,  be- 
caufe  they^  who  now  think  it  for  their  Intereft 
to  date  the  Pvife  of  all  this  Mifchief  fo  much 
backwarder  than  it  can  confiftently  with 
'Truth  be  dated,  may  poffibly  find  it  for  their 
Intereft  hereafter,  if  new  and  almoft  una- 
voidable Difficulties  ftiould  come  upon  us, 
in  Confequence  of  what  they  have  done  in  a 
FORMER  Reign,  to  date  the  Rife  of  them 
as  much  too  forward.  Let  it  then  be  re- 
membered that  all,  which  hath  happened  in 
THIS  Reign,  is  no  more  than  a  Prolonga- 
tion of  the  fame  Scene,  The  great  Scenes  of 
the  World  are  not  to  be  flilfted  at  our  Plea- 
fure.  They  muft  be  continued  fometimes, 
when  we  are  convinced  the  moft  that  they 
are  weakly  framed.  Opportunities  muft  be 
waited  for,  and  w^e  truft  they  will  happen. 
We  are  fare  they   will  be  improved   by  the 
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Capacity,  the  Vigour,  the  Experience  and 
Valour  of  our  auguft  Monarch.  K  feafonahle 
and  powerful  Effort  hath  often  broke  through 
the  mofl  complicated  Evils.  A  Word  hath 
often  effected  what  the  moll  tedious  Negotia- 
tions^ fuch  as  we  have  been  accuftom'd  to, 
could  never  have  brought  about. 

I  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Publicola  for 
this  Time  -,  and  I  hope  for  ggKd  and  all.    If 
my  Letter  is  grown  into   a   greater  Length 
than  I  defign'd,  this  hath  been  ov/ing  princi- 
pally  to  an   earneft    Defire  of   fetting  thefe 
Matters  (fo  often  and  fo  grcily  mijreprefented) 
in  a  jufl  and  dear  Light.    I  have  advanced  no 
ia5ls^  but  fuch  as  are  of  publick  Notoriety  s 
fuch  as  I  know  to  be  tiue  ;  and  fuch  as  I  do 
vcniy  believe  to  be  fo,  upon  fuch  Grounds  as 
reafonable  Men  have  always  thought  fuffici- 
ent  to  conftitute,  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature,  the 
higheft    Probability.     I  have  endeavoured  to 
pufh  no  Confcquence,  nor  to  ftrain  any  Ar- 
gument farther  than  I  indeed  it  would  evi- 
dently  bear  ;    for   whatever  Publicola   may 
think,  which  concerns  me  little,  I  afilire  you, 
Mr.  ly  Afroers^  that  I  would  not  have  given  my- 
felf  this  Trouble,  fmall  as  it  is,   of  anfwering 
him  for  any  other  Reafon  but  this ;  that,  in 
order  to  get  well  out  oi  oxxv  prefent  Dijiculties 
and  Dangers^  it  is  neceffaiy  to  know  truly 
how  wx  came  into  them  ;   and  that  he  there- 
fore, who  contributes  to  difpel  from  before 
the  Eyes  of  Mankind  thofe  Mifts  of  Error ^ 
which  are  fo  induftrioufly  raifed  at  this  Time, 

'        ■  -   '  '  4oe§ 
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does  fome  Service  to  his  King  and  his  Coun- 
try. 

J  amy  S  I R,  K§c, 

JOHN  TROT, 

<>-•   •V   <^    "^   ^P   "S-J   C>?   C^   Cs^   -"V   ^   "^f?   '^   «?^   «*&   <>    O   W   «^   c&  ^\ 

REMARKS  (9/2^  /^/^  Pamphlet,  intitled, 
Objervations  on  the  CondiiB  cf  Great- 
Britain,  &c.    hi  a  Letter  to  Caleb 

D' AN  VERS,    Efq\ 


Written  in  the  Year,  1729. 


THE  late  Pamphlet,  intitled,  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  ConduB  of  Great-Britain, 
^c,  heing  chiefly  defiga'd  as  an  Anhver  to 
my  firft  Letter  on  the  pretended  Projed  of  a 
Truce,  it  may  be  thought  incumbent  on 
me  to  juftify  what  I  have  written  -,  for  though 
this  Piece  (which  confifls  of  nothing  but  In- 
ConJiJieJtcieSy  Co7itradi5tiom^  Prevarications,  and 
downright  FalJJjoods)  is  ah'eady  funk  into  that 
Contempt,  which  it  deferves ;  yet  when  a  private 
Per/on  launches  into  Politicks,  it  is  his  Duty 
to  pay  fome  Regard  to  an  Adveriliry,  who 
produces  the  lead  Marks  of  Authority,  how- 
ever mean  and  defpicable  his  Performance 
{nay  be  thought. 

The  Shortnefs  of  Time  v/ill,    I  hope,  ex^ 
cufc  any  little  Inaccuracies  of  Stile,  or  trivial 
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Miftakes,  that  I  may  happen  to  fall  into 
through  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Remarks,  which 
every  Body  will  perceive  required  Hafte. 

I  (hall  pafs  over  all  his  little  Sophiftry  on 
the  Freedom  of  Writings  as  well  as  his  dirty 
Imputations  of  Libellmg,  Di/aff'eBion  and  ill 
Defigns  againll:  the  Government  (thofe  trite, 
worn-out  Topicks  of  every  wretched  Scrib- 
bler againft  you  for  above  thefe  two  Years 
paft)  and  come  diredtly  to  the  Points,  upon 
which  the  whole  Strefs  of  his  Arguments,  fuch 
as  they  are,  depends. 

The  firft  Objeclion,  which  he  undertakes 
to  confute,  is  the  fuppofed  InaBi'vity  of  cur 
Squadrons,  and  the  Depredations  co^mnitted  by 
the  Spaniards  upon  our  Merchants  in  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

In  order  to  do  this,  he  hath  given  us,  what 
he  calls,  the  Infirii^ions  to  Admiral  Jiofier, 
and  the  other  Commanders  of  our  Squadrons 
in  thofe  Parts. 

I  {hall  not  enquire  from  "whom  he  received 
thefe  Lights  ;  though  it  feems  very  extraordi- 
nary that  a  little,  obfcure  Pamphleteer  fhould 
be  favour'd  with  Papers  of  fuch  a  private  Na- 
ture, as  have  been  fometimes  refufed,  even 
upon  Applications  in  Farliament, 

Neither  will  I  offer  to  difpute  whether  thefe 
Inftrudiions  are  genuine  and  authentick ;  tho' 
there  are  feveral  Things  in  them,  which  have 
a  fufpicious  Afped:.  By  the  firfl  Orders^ 
given  to  Admiral  Hofer,  it  looks  as  if  thofe, 
who  fent  him,  did  not  underftand  the  Service 

they 
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they  fent  him  upon  ;  for  they  dired'  him  to 
block  up  the  Flota  and  Galleons  in  the  Port 
of  Cartagena  ;  which  is  indeed  a  proper  Port 
to  look  for  the  Galleons  in  ;  but  the  Flota 
was  never  there,  lince  the  Spaniards  traded 
to  that  Country.  By  the  fecond  JjiJlruBions^ 
they  feem  to  be  fenfible  of  their  Mifliake,  by 
giving  him  diftindt  Orders  to  take  Care  of  the 
Flota  y  which  makes  it  probable  that,  at  firft, 
they  took  the  Flota  and  Galleons  to  be  the 
fame  Fleets  and  did  not  know  that  one  came 
from  Pertly  and  the  other  from  Mexico, 

Neither  can  I  find  out  the  Reafon  for  pre- 
ferring the  GalleonSy  in  thefe  InJlruBlons^  to 
the  Flota  %  for  if  keeping  the  Spafjifi  Trea- 
Jure  from  going  home  was  the  Intent  of  that 
Expedition,  the  Flota  was  as  material  an 
Attention  as  the  Galleons^  having  as  much 
Money  aboard  them  ;  and  both  might  Iravc 
been  intercepted,  had  our  Fleet  been  rightly 
flation'd  at  firft,  'viz.  in  the  Bay  oi  Matanzas 
in  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  v/here  they  might  have 
ftay'd  much  more  conveniently  than  at  the 
Bafiimentos, 

Indeed  flopping  the  Flota  is  made  the  next 
Point  to  flopping  the  Galleons  ;  but  coniider- 
ing  the  Port,  from  whence  it  comes,  and  the 
Courfe  it  fleers,  it  was  almoft  innpoflible  that 
a  Squadron,  lying  at  the  Bajiimentos,  fli ould 
intercept  them,  or  gain  any  Intelligence  of 
them. 

In  another  Part  of  thefe  Orders,    Admiral 
Jiofier  is  inflrufted  to   persuade  the  Spa- 
niards 
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niards  to  let  him  take  them  ;  which  I  confefs 
looks,  at  firfl  Sight,  fomewhat  romantick  and 
ridiculous. 

Thefe  Particulars,  I  fay,  might  render  the 
whole  liable  to  Sufpicion  ;  but  though  I  could 
not  help  taking  fome  Notice  of  them,  I  would 
not  be  thought  to  mi^x  from  hence  the  Impof- 
fibility  of  their  being  authentick  ,  for  though 
I  have  a  very  bad  Opinion  of  the  Pamphleteer^ 
I  cannot  think  that  he  would  daie  to  impofe 
upon  the  World  in  a  Matter  of  fuch  Confe- 
quence  5  but  fince  it  was  thought  neceffary  to 
give  the  Publick  fome  Satisfadiion  in  this  Af- 
fair, I  could  wifli  he  had  favoured  us  with 
ALL  the/e  InJiruBions  at  Length  and  entire, 
( for  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  Cafe )  that 
we  might  have  been  able  to  form  a  true  Judg- 
ment, upon  a  View  of  the  Whole ^  which 
cannot  be  fo  well  done  by  Scraps  and  Ex- 
trads. 

However,  it  appears  from  thefe  Orders 
themfelves  ( as  he  hath  thought  fit  to  publifh 
them)  that  flopping  the  Galleons  was  to  be 
their  chief  Care  j  and  that  ihey  were  not  to 
rifque  the  Succefs  of  it  upon  a7iy  Account, 
1  will  therefore  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  of 
Mankind,  whether  any  prudent  Officer,  un- 
der fuch  a  flri5l  and  particular  InjunBion^ 
would  run  the  leaft  Hazard  of  failing  in  that 
viain  Pointy  by  endeavouring  to  protect  our 
Merchants.  It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that  the 
Spaniards  did,  and  do  ftill  continue  their 
Outrages  with  very  little  Moleftation,    and 

with- 
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without  any  confiderable  Rep7^tfah  made  on 
our  Parts.  Nay,  the  Commanders  of  our 
Squadrons  were  fo  far  from  giving  any  Affift- 
ance  to  our  Merchants  in  thofe  Seas,  that  it  is 
well  known  the  Exigencies  of  the  publick 
Service  obHged  them  to  make  fuch  an  hnprefs 
on  their  Ships  ( to  fupply  the  great  Lofs  and 
Deftrudlion  of  the  Men,  on  board  our  Squa- 
drons )  as  render'd  them  unable  to  perform 
their  Voyages. 

His  reafoning  therefore,  on  this  Head,  is 
reduced  to  one  of  thefe  Points  -,  either  firft, 
that  the  naval  Force^  fent  to  thofe  Parts,  was 
not  fufficient  to  perform  fuch  different  Ser- 
'vices  \  or  fecondly,  that  our  Admiral  and 
Commanders  did  apprehend  themfelves  to  be 
coiifined  or  ernbarrafsd  by  jG?ne  Cautions  and 
JLiniitatiGns ;  or  thirdly,  that  they  either  ne- 
gleSed,  or  did  not  iinderfland  their  Duty  ; 
which  would  be  fuch  a  Refledlion  upon  the 
Skill,  Courage  and  Integrity  of  thofe  excellent 
Officers^  as  will  not  eafily  pafs  upon  the. 
World. 

The  Pa7nphlefeerh^\\-\  produced  Part  of  one 
Letter  from  Admiral  Hojier -,  in  which  he 
gives  an  x^ccount,  contrary  to  the  general 
Opinion  here  till  this  Time,  that  the  Spa72iards 
had  difembark'd  their  Treafure,  and  fent  it 
back  to  Panama^  before  he  arrived  at  the  Ba- 
Jiimentos  ;  upon  which  this  Writer  obferves, 
that  he  could  not  have  taken  any  Thing  but 
empty  Hulks ;  and  then  feems  to  think  him- 
self very  fmart  in  afking,  tvhether  fuch  a 
'    '        '  Pledge 
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pledge  would  have  had  much  Injluence  on  the 
Cou?ifels  of  Spain  ?  To  which  I  reply,  firft, 
that  this  is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe ;  becaufe  it 
is  plain,  that  the  Admiral  had  no  Power  to 
feize  the  GalleoJis^  in  cafe  they  had  not  been 
unloaded  ;  fo  that  his  Arrival  could  have  no 
other  Effed:,  than  that  of  their  own  j^dvice^ 
Boaty  to  make  them  fecure  their  T'reafure, 
Secondl}?-,  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been 
fuch  bad  Policy  to  have  taken  even  the  empty 
Hidks^  or  burnt  them  in  the  Port  (  fc  that  the 
Spaniards  could  have  made  no  farther  Ufe  of 
them )  and  to  have  faiFd  immediately  to 
Vera  Cruz^  and  feized  the  Flota^  inftead  of 
lying  fo  long  to  watch  empty  Hulks^  till  our 
own  Ships  became  rotten^  and  almoft  ernpty 
Hulks  themfelves. 

I  could  wifh,  for  the  farther  Information 
and  Satisfaction  of  the  Publick,  that  the 
Pamphleteer  had  found  it  convenient  to  give 
us  the  Sight  of  all  Admiral  Hojier^  Letters  ; 
for  no  doubt  he  muft  have  fent  feveral,  during 
his  long  and  difaftrous  Continuance  on  that 
Station  ;  from  whence  perhaps  we  might  have 
had  fome  farther  Light  into  this  Affair,  or 
coUefted  at  leaft  what  his  Opinion  was  of  the 
Nature  of  his  InflruBions^  and  the  Conducfl 
of  that  Expedition,  However,  it  is  well  known 
in  what  Manner  he  exprefs'd  himfelf,  upon 
feveral  Occaiions,  both  at  Jamaica^  and  in 
Letters  to  his  Friends  in  Rngland. 

I  am  ready  to  fubfcribe,  with  the  greateft 
l^leafure  and  Sincerity,  to  all  the  Encomiums, 

which 
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which  this  Writer  makes  on  Sir  Charles 
Wcwer  ;  whom  I  know  to  be  a  Gentleman  of 
the  mod  amiable  Charader  both  in  piiblick 
and  private  Life,  I  am  confident  that  no 
Difficulties  or  Dangers  could  deter  him  from 
doing  his  Duty  ;  that  no  Temptations  could 
prevail  upon  him  to  betray  his  Truft ;  and 
that  he  did  not  want  the  greateft  Skill  and 
Abilities  to  execute  it.  I  have  the  lame  good 
Opinion  of  Sir  "fokn  Jenjiifigs^  and  other 
Commanders,  who  were  fent  upon  thofe  Ser- 
vices ;  and  when  the  Pamphleteer  was  in  his 
panegyrical  Strain,  I  could  wifli  that  he  had 
done  Juftice  to  their  Charafters ;  and  like- 
wife  paid  fome  fmall  Tribute  of  Gratitude  to 
tlie  Memory  of  thofe  brave  Officers^  who 
had  the  Misfortune  to  perifli  ( I  was  going  to 
fay,  were  facrificed )  in  the  Service  of  their 

Country. But  they  are  dead,  and  have  it 

not  now  in  their  Power  to  jtijiify  themjelvesy 
or  to  accuje  others. 

But  to  return I  do  not  find  bv  the 

Orders  given  to  Sir  Charles  Wager ^  the  2 2d 
of  Dece?nber  1726,  that  he  was  impower'd 
to  intercept  any  Ships  with  Stores,  Ammuni- 
tion, or  Provifions,  bound  for  the  Spatiijh 
Camp^  then  in  Sight  of  Gibraltar,  in  order 
to  befiege  it  3  nor  inftrudted,  even  by  the  foft 
Endeavours  of  Perjuafion,  or  otherwife,  to  get 
them  or  their  Cargo  into  his  Poireflion,  to  dif- 
able  them  from  beginning  Hoftilities ;  not- 
withftanding  the  fame  Orders  directed  him  to 
reinforce  the  Garri fon  of  Gibraltar^  wliich 

was 
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was  then  going  to  be  befieged,  hy  fending  the 
Land  Forces  then  on  board  Admiral  Hopfon'i 
Squadron  and,  in  cafe  of  Need^  to  give  all  the 
Relief  and  Afljiaitce  he  "was  able  to  the  [aid 
Garrlfon  \  though  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed, the  Spaniards  were  permitted  to  pafs 
by  our  Squadron,  even  under  the  Stern  of  the 
Admiral,  and  fafely  landed  Stores^  Provifions^ 
Armniinition  and  other  Neceffaries  for  the 
Siege  of  that  Place. 

If  this  be  true,  as  I  am  affiired  it  is,  I  fliould 
be  glad  to  know  for  what  Reafon  his  Inftruc- 
tions  ran  in  that  foft  Strain ;  or  why  fo  much 
Complaifance  was  fliewn  to  the  Spaniards, 
upon  the  Occafion  of  fuch  an  undifguifed  De- 
fign  againft  that  important  Fortrefs.  I  am 
the  more  defirous  to  know  this,  becaufe  I  am 
fure  it  could  not  proceed  from  any  want  of 
Vigilance  or  Zeal  in  that  brave  and  excellent 
Officer,  who  is  a  Man  of  too  eftablifh'd  a 
Character  to  fuffcr  in  any  Body's  Opinion,  by 
the  oblique  and  ungenerous  Infinuation  of 
this  Writer,  after  all  his  Compliments,  that 
he  ivas  not  attended  with  his  former  good  For- 
tune, 

The  Famphleteer^  having  thus  refuted  the 
Objedlions  againft  the  fuppofed  InaBi-vity  of 
our  Squadrons,  by  producing  Ibme  Parts  of  the 
InflriitVions  to  the  Commanders  of  them  ;  and 
fliewii,  as  he  tells  us,  that  the  Lofes  of  our 
Merchants  have  not  bec?i  owing  to  afty  Wa?it 
of  that  Care,  which  the  Gover?2ment  ought  al- 
ways  to  take  for  the  P  rote  51  ion  of  our  'Trade; 
'  he 
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he  proceeds,  in  the  next  Place,  to  give  us 
fome  Account  of  thofe  Captures^  which  he 
fays  are  not  near  fo  confiderable  as  they  have 
been  reprejentedy  and  having  prefaced  this  Part 
likev/ife  with  a  great  many  angry  Refled:ions, 
he  produces  a  Lift  of  tijoenty-jix  ShipSy  which 
he  would  have  us  believe  to  be  All,  that  we 

have  really  loft. His  Addrefs  in  cooking 

up  this  Account  is  very  remarkable. 

1.  We  are  told  this  is  an  exaft  Lift  of  all 
fuch  Ships  as  have  been  taken  by  the  Spa-- 
niards  in  the  Weft-Indies^  fince  the  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  T'reaty  of  Hanover,  But  why 
fliould  he  confine  it  thus  to  Place  and  ^ime  ? 
I  mentioned,  indeed,  only  three  Tears  paffy 
by  Reafon  of  the  frequency  of  tlie  Captures 
during  that  Time  5  but  if  I  had  undertaken 
to  give  the  Publick  an  Account  of  all  our 
Lojjes^  I  ftiould  certainly  have  begun  my  Ac- 
count a  great  deal  farther  hack  ;  much  lefs 
fliould  I  have  limited  it  to  the  Weft  Indies  y 
lince  I  pre  fume  that  Ships  taken  in  the  Ocean 
and  other  Seas^  are  as  much  LolTcs  to  our 
Merchants,  as  thofe  taken  in  America^  and 
that  they  have  the  fame  Right  to  exped:  Re- 
paration for  them. 

2.  This  is  a  Lift  of  fuch  Captures  only,  as 
have  been^  at  afiy  T/';;/^,  cofiveyd  to  the  Knov:- 
ledge  of  the  Govern?ne?it^  either  by  the  imme- 
diate Complai?2ts  of  the  Merchants  concern  din 
thofe  Captures ;  their  Reprefentations  to  the 
Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plant atio7is  ;  cr 
the  Accounts  traiifnitted  by  his  Majefiys  Mi- 
ni ft  ers 
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nijlers  and  Confuls  abroad ,  which  is  what  1 
llippofe  he  means  by  the  moil  authentick  Te- 
Jtimonies,  But  is  it  to  be  inferred  from  hence, 
as  he  feems  to  do,  that  no  more  Loffes  have 
been  fuftain'd  than  what  have  been  thus  for- 
mally complain  d  of?  I  grant,  indeed,  that  no 
Merchant  can  expeft  Reparation^  who  does 
not  give  in  the  Particulars  of  his  Loffes ;  but 
it  is  well  known  that  many  of  thefe  Sufferers 
did  not  do  this  5  which  might  proceed  from 
different  Caufes.  Several  Merchants,  who 
refide  in  our  Plant atiojis  and  Settleme?7fs  a- 
broad,  might  not  have  Opportunity  to  tranf- 
mit  the  Particulars  of  their  Loffes,  and  au- 
thorize their  Agents  to  make  a  regular  Com- 
plaint ;  for,  if  I  am  not  mifinform'd,  fome 
Complaints  were  adtually  brought  in,  after 
the  Account  was  clofed,  and  therefore  not  in- 
ferted  in  it.  Others  m.ight  negled  to  do  it, 
by  defpairing  of  Succefs  ;  and  thinking,  per- 
haps, that  the  Profpedl  of  Reparation  would 
not  anfwer  the  Trouble  of  complaining. 

The  Publick,  I  believe,  will  foon  fee  a  true 
Account  of  our  Loffes,  by  the  Depredations 
of  the  Spaniards^  both  in  the  IVeJi  Indies  and 
in  other  Seas,  from  a  proper  Period  of  Time  ; 
which  w^ill  more  fully  {hew  the  Fallacy  of 
this  pa7^tial  Li/i,  which  ought  to  be  refented 
with  the  utmofl:  Indignation,  as  an  Infult  on 
the  Misfortunes  and  Calamities  of  the  Britifi 
Merchants. 

I  am  told  that  the  Pamphleteer  had  a  De- 
fign  to  oblige  us  likewife,  in  this  Piece,   with 

a  counter-- 
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a  Coiinfer-Liji  of  thofe  Ships,  which  we  have 
taken  from  the  Spaniards,  during  the  late 
Difturbances  ;  and  that  this  was  aftually 
printed,  but  afterwards  cancelled  ^vAjhppreJ's  d. 
I  am  forry  to  hear  that  any  Motives  could 
induce  (o  impartial  a  Writer  to  rob  us  of 
this  Catalogue,  which  was  not  only  very  pro- 
per, but  would  no  Doubt  give  great  Satisfac- 
tion to  the  Publick. 

^he  only  ObjeBion,  fays  the  Pamphleteer^ 
that  remains  to  be  a7ij%verd  upon  this  Point  of 
the  Spanifh  Depredations,  is  ivith  Regard  to 
Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprifal ;  by  which 
the  'Traders  ?night  have  been  authorized  to 
make  them/elves  Reparation.  He  acknow- 
ledges that  the  Merchants,  in  the  Situation 
we  were  then  in,  with  Regard  to  Spain,  had 
a  Right,  both  by  our  own  Law  and  that  of 
Nations,  to  demand  Jiich  Letters.  He  then 
proceeds  to  juftify  the  Minijlry  (which  I  hope 
wants  no  Juftification)  by  Ihewing  that  fucb 
Letters  were  ?iot  refufed.  Thofe  are  his 
Words.  But  how  does  he  iliew  it  ?  Why,  he 
gives  us  two  Instances  of  Owners  of  Ships, 
who  did  apply  for  them,  upon  an  Order  pub- 
lifh^d  in  the  Gazette,  and  were  adlually  re- 
fufed ;  and  does  not  produce  one  Inftance  of 
any  Man  w^hatfoever,  to  whom  they  were 
granted. 

He  tells  ue  indeed,-  by  Way  of  Apology  for 
this  Refujdl,  that  the  preliminary  Trta.y 
having  been  for  fome  Tt?ne  negotiating  at  Paris, 
his  late  Majefy  thought  proper  to  defer  ifliing 

K  theje 
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thefe  Commiljiom^  till  he  Jl:ould  fee  the  Succefs 
cf  that  Negotiatio72,  He  adds  that  the  preli- 
niinary  Articles  were  fign'd  at  Paris^  the 
20th  of  May^  and  that  Draughts  of  In  ft  rue- 
tions  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty^  for  grants 
ing  Letters  of  Marque^  were  fign*d  by  his  late 
Majefly  after  the  2iy?  oi  April.  As  therefore 
the  preliminary  T^reafy  had  been  fome  'time 
negotiating  at  Parisy  the  Queftion  is  whether 
it  was  not  ad:ually  negotiating  at  the  Time, 
when  this  Order  was  publifli'd  in  the  G^- 
zette  ;  and  if  it  was,  why  was  the  Order  pub- 
li(h'd  at  all  ?  fince  it  could  only  tend  to  put- 
ting the  Merchants  upon  equipping  Ships  for 
this  Service  (as  I  am  told  feveral  did  at  Brifol) 
to  no  purpofe,  and  at  a  great  Expence. 

This  therefore  is  fuch  a  yiflification  of  the 
Miniftry^  as  I  am  fure  you,  Mr,  D'Anvers, 
would  be  afraid  to  publifh. 

He  proceeds,  in  the  lalt  Place,  to  expofe 
•the  Clamour^  that  hath  been  raifed  againft  the 
Negotiations  at  Soiffo?2s,  and  the  ProjeB  of 
Accommodation,  which  hath  caufed  fo  much 
Difquiet. 

I  confefs  it  gives  me  fome  Pleafure  to  find 
that  I  was  right  in  my  Conjedure,  that  if  any 
fuch  Projeof  was  really  in  Agitation,  it  would 
not  bear  the  Name  of  a  'Truce  ;  for  lo  !  it  is 
not  caird  a  Truce  ;  it  is  a  provifonal  Treaty ; 
though,  for  my  Part,  I  am  not  able  to  difco- 
ver  any  Difference  between  them,  unlefs  it  be 
in  the  Sound  5  for  a  provijional  Treaty  does 

not' 
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not  feem  to  imply,  any  more  than  a  I'rtice,  a 
fijial  Deteniiination  of  all   the  Differences, 
which  is  fo  much  wanted,  but  only  a  Siijpen^ 
Jion  of  them  for  a  Time. 

The  preliminary  'T^reaty  was,  properly 
fpeaking,  a  provifponal  Treaty^  as  it  was  to 
provide  for  fome  thing  farther  at  the  Congrefs  ; 
but  that  (he  Negotiations  at  this  Afiembly 
fhould  end  in  a  provifonal  Treaty  only^  is  not 
what  we  had  Reafon  to  expefl:  from  the  Afj'u- 
ranees  fo  often  given  us. 

I  cannot  forbear  obferving,  in  this  Place, 
the  various  Denominations^  under  which  this 
Treaty  hath  pafs'd.  At  firft,  w^c  were  promi- 
fed  a  /}///,  formal  and  efiablifSd  Peace  ;  but 
foon  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  lafi  Sefjion^  it 
was  caird,  in  the  foreign  Prints,  a  Pacifica- 
tion ',  and  after  that  an  Idea  of  a  Pacification  ; 
then  it  was  a  Truce^  and  bore  that  Name  in 
all  Papers,  foreign  and  domeftick,  for  feveral 
Months  together ;  at  laft,  according  to  this 
Writer,  it  is  neither  a  Peace,  nor  a  Pacifica-- 
tion,  nor  an  Idea  of  a  Pacification,  nor  a 
Truce ,  but  a  provifional  Treaty. 

Well  !  if  a  Peace  Cvould  not  be  obtained, 
and  a  Truce  would  not  go  down  ;  e'en  let  it 
be  a  provifional  Treaty  ;  or  what  elfe  they 
pleafc.  I  fcorn  to  infift  upon  Names  with 
thefe  Gentlemen  ;  but  will  examine  the 
Treaty  itfelf,  as  it  is  given  us  by  the  Pamph- 
leteer. 

K  2  It 
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It  is  fomewhat  ft  range  that  a  Writer,  who 
takes  upon  himfelf  fuch  an  Air  of  Authority^ 
fhould  condefcend  to  borrow  his  Materials 
from  the  Poji-Boy ;  and  more  ftrange,  that 
he  fhould  charge  me  with  affeBing  to  call  this 
T'reaty  a  l!ruce  ;  when  he  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  the  PoJl'Boy,  from  which  be  quotes  the 
Articles,  as  well  as  the  Dutch  Prints,  from 
whence  the  Fojl-Boy  tranilated  them,  and  all 
Papers,  for  at  leafl  two  Months  before  I  wrote 
my  frift  Letter,  call'd  it  conflantly  by  that 
Name, 

When  I  firft  undertook  this  Examination 
of  the  pretended  Projed:  of  a  T^ruce,  I  treated 
it  as  chimerical,  or  the  Invention  of  ill  defign- 
ing  Men,  and  argued  from  the  DefeBs  of  the 
Articles,  that  I  could  not  believe  them  to  be 
Q-eniiine,  What  therefore  could  induce  this 
Writer  to  affirm,  that  we  have  not  fo  much  as 
fret  ended  to  /l:ew  that  this  Projefl:  is  deficient, 
/;/  ?iot  providing  for  all  thofe  Points,  that  have 
been  the  Subjedi  of  the  late  Dijputes  between 
Great-Britain  and  foreign  Powers  ;  when  the 
whole  Tenor  of  that  Letter  was  to  prove  the 
Defers  of  it,  by  a  very  circumftantial  Induc- 
tion of  Particulars  ? But  in  this  he  not 

only  advances  a  Falfiood,  but  contradicts  him- 
felf, as  fuch  Writers  are  apt  to  do  ;  for  in  the 
very  Page  before  this  Affertion,  that  we  have 
not  fo  much  as  pretended  to  Jloew  that  this  Pro- 
jed is  deficient,  he  tell  us,  that  he  fiall  ?nake 
fonie  ObJ'ervations  on  the  Objections,  which 
thefe  Writers  have  made  to  it^ 

Neither 
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Neither  can  it  fiirely  be  forgot,  that  the 
Author  of  the  BritiJJ:>  "Journal  reprefented 
this  ProjeBy  and  theie  very  Articles^  in  the 
fame  Manner,  as  chimeric al^  and  charged 
me  with  trumping  them  up,  in  order  to  af- 
perfe  the  Minijiers  with  odious  Defigns,  He 
call'd  them  befides  iinintelUgihle  ProjeBs^  dark 
'T^hinzs  and  ///  meant  ReP^ortu  which  bear  no 
Sign  of  Credibility,  and  do  not  defer ve  the 
Name  of,  IntelHgence  ;  fo  that  when  thefe 
Articles  had  been  given  up,  in  this  Manner, 
by  a  Writer  (who,  I  was  informed,  had  Ac- 
cefs  to  a  Perjbn  in  Authority)  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  enter  into  a  farther  Detail 
of  the  Defers  of  them. —  But  now  (ac- 
cording to  the  uilial  hicojfiflency  of  thefe 
Men,  and  their  defultory  Method  of  Reafon- 
ing )  we  are  to  unbelieve  every  Thing,  which 
we  were  taught  to  believe  about  fix  Weeks 
ago.  Thefe  immtelligible  ProjeBs,  which  it 
was  FaBion  at  that  Time  even  to  mention, 
are  now  acknowledged  to  be  really  genuine  ; 
the  whole  Succefs  of  our  Negotiations  is  pot 
upon  them ;  and  they  are  made  the  Bafis  of 

OMX  future  Settlement. Some  firther  Ob- 

fervations  therefore  are  now  become  fcafonable 
and  requifite. 

He  tells  us  that,  by  this  'Treaty^  we  obtain 
the  plaineji  and  moji  direB  Ack?20wledgment 
and  Confirmation  of  our  Right  fo  all  our  Pof- 
feffions,  ajtd  to  all  our  Privileges  in  Trade ; 
evcnthofe,  which  had  been  difpu.tQd,  in  OppO'* 
fition  to  preceding  Treaties,  But  in  what  Man- 
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ner  is  this  Acknowledgment  and  Confirmation 
obtain'd  ?    The  Pamphleteer   proves  it  thus. 
By  the  fecond  Article,  the  T'reaties  of  Utrecljt, 
Raftad  and  Baden,  the  treaty  of  the  Hague 
in  ij^ji  together  with  the  Quadruple  Alliance, 
and  All  the  Treaties  and  Conventions,   afite- 
cedent  to  1725,  the  preliminary  Articles,  and 
the  Convention  Jignd  at  the  Pardo,   are  made 
iheBafis  and  Foundation  of  the  pre  lent  Treaty  ^ 
and  being  exprejly  corfirnid  by  it,  without  any 
Reft r  15} ion  of  'Time,  whatever  hath  been  jlipu- 
lated  in  our  Favour,  in  any  of  thofe  treaties 
and  Conventions,  receives  a  new  and  perpetual 

Sandion  by  this. ^ —  Upon  w^hich  I  ob- 

ferve. 

1.  That  I  cannot  comprehend  how  a  tem- 
porary Treaty,  which  1  take  ^  provifional 
Treaty  to  be,  can  give  's.  perpetual  San5lion  to 
anv  Thino-. 

2.  Can  a  Treaty  be  properly  call'd  perpetual 
( though  not  exprejly  limited  to  any  Time  )  or 
be  faid  to  give  a  perpetual  SanBion,  which 
does  not  finally  adjuft  one  Point  in  Dilpate, 
but  leaves  them  to  the  Determination  of  Com- 
7ni[jioners,  and  confequently  fubjedt  to  future 
Debates  ? 

3.  Suppcfing  this  Treaty  leaves  us  upon  the 
Foot  of  former  Treaties ;  is  it  not  well  known 
that  the  Senfe  of  fome  of  thofe  Treaties  hath 
been  difputed  5  and  may  they  not  be  difpu'ed 
again,  and  occafion  the  lame  Dillurbances  ? 

I  v/ill  inflance  only  in  the  Cafe  of  Gibral- 
tar.    As  ih^fecond  Article  of  this  Treaty  is 

tQ 
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to  the  very  fame  Effed;  as  the  fecojid  Article 
of  the  preliminary  'Treaty  ;  (both  of  which  re- 
late to  our  Pojjejjions  in  general ;  for  Gibral- 
tar is  not  particularly  mention'd  in  either)  I 
cannot  fee  how  we  are  better  fecured  againft 
the  Pretenfions  of  Spain  to  this  Place ^  than 
we  were  by  the  preli?ninary  Articles ;  and  is 
it  noc  notorious  that  the  Spaniards  have  in- 
fifted,  and  do  yet  infift,  that  their  Preten- 
fions, founded  upon  a  Promije  under  the 
Hand  of  his  late  Majefty,  in  the  Year  172  i,- 
are  confirmed  bv  the  faid  Preli?ninaries  ?  As 
they  infift  therefore  to  have  this  pretended 
Promije  clear'd  and  adjufted  in  the  Congrefs 
in  their  Favour  ^^  fo,  as  we  maintain,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  thefe  Pretenfions  to  Gib- 
raltar^  however  founded,  are  given  up  by 
this  fecond  Article^  it  is  equally  incumbent 
upon  us  to  infift  that  the  Preliminaries  (hould 
be  fo  exolain'd  in  our  Favour,  as  to  exclude 
all  Doubts  and  Queftions  upon  them  for  the 
future  ;  for  as  this  is  the  moil  important  Point 
with  Relation  to  Great-Britain^  it  is  reafjn- 
able  that  it  (hould  be  fecured  to  us,  in  this 
Treaty,  by  a  particular  Article  to  explain  it  ; 
as  fome  other  Things  of  lefs  Confequence  have 
been,  which  feem  to  require  no  Explanationj, 
and  are  as  fully  and  clearly  provided  for,  in  the 
fecond  Article  of  this  Treaty. 

//  muft  be  farther  obfrvedy  fays  the  Pamph- 
leteer, that  by  this  Article^  and  by  the  third 
and  fifth  J  we  are  effectually  fecured  from  all 
the  dangerous  Fngagements^   contain  d  in  the 
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fiihlick  and  private  treaties  ^Vienna. 

"Thofe  dangei'ous   Engagements    were,    as   he 
tells  us, 

I.  l^haf  the  trading  SubjeBs  of  the  Empe- 
ror yZ'C'z.' A/  be  treated  in  the  Do^ninions  ^/  Spain 
MORE  FAVOURABLY  than  thofe  of  Great- 
Britain.  But  this  appears  to  be  falfe  from  the 
treaty  itfelf,  which  mentions  only  that  they 
fliouid  be  treated  as  the  mojl  favour  d  Nations^ 
which  other  Treaties  provide  for  us,  who  are 
to  be  always  look'd  upon  as  Gens  atnici/jima ; 
and  confequently  whatever  Privileges  the  £;;/- 
peror,  or  any  other'  Prince,  may  obtain  for 
their  Subjeds,  from  his  Catholick  Majefy, 
mufl  be  conceded  to  us,  at  the  fame  Time, 
by  Virtue  of  thofe  former  Treaties.  But  how 
are  we  now  fecured  from  the  dangerous  En- 
gagements of  the  Vienna  Treaty,  unlefs  by  a 
Declaration  of  his  Catholick  Majejiy,  that  he 
never  underftood  to  grant,  by  the  faid  Treaty 
of  Vienna,  any  Privilege  contrary  to  the  Trea- 
ties confirm'd  with  us,  nor  to  give  to  the 
Subjedls  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  any  greater 
Advantages  than  thofe,  enjoy 'd  by  any  other 
Islations  ?  This  is  no  more  than  what  both 
the  Coui  ts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  have  from 
the  Beginning  declared.  Yet  as  this  hath 
been  a  labour'd  Point,  and  llrenuoufly  aflerted 
by  us,  as  well  in  Parliament  as  elfewhere,  and 
made  the  Bafis  of  the  Hanover  Treaty,  as  of 
the  utmoft  Importance  to  this  Kingdom  ;  a 
Declaration  only,  in  this  Cafe,  .can  be  of  no 
more  Force  and  Virtue  than  it  h^th  hitherto 
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been,    whilfl:  the  Vienna  Treaty  fubfifts  ia 
every  Part,  as  much  as  it  did  the  firft  Day  it 
was  made. 

2.  That  the  Emperor,  in  cafe  his  good  Offi- 
ces  were  ineffeBual^  would  afjiji  his  CathoHck 

Majefty   to   recover  Gibraltar  ^^  Forrif. 

This  hkewife  does  not  appear  by  the  Treaty  ; 
nor  did  his  Imperial  Majefiy\  as  far  as  I  ever 
heard,  give  the  Spaniards  the  lea  ft  Affiftance, 
when  they  adtually  befieged  that  Fortrefs. 

3.  That  Spain  would  by  Anns  ajjifl  the 
Emperor  iii  carrying  on  the  Oftend  Trade, 
which  is  to  be  fufpended  by  this  Treaty.  It 
muft  be  own'd  indeed,  that  the  Dutch  are 
extremely  happy,  if  this  Provijion  content 
them,  in  having  fuch  Advocates,  or  rather 
Champions,  to  fupport  their  Quarrels ;  whilfl: 
our  Fleets  and  Armies,  at  the  Expence  of 
our  Treafure,  and  the  Lives  of  fo  many  brave 
Men,  have  procured  them  thefe  Concefiions, 
and  they  remain  unacflive  in  all  Parts,  reap- 
ing the  Benefit  of  our  Quarrels,  and  driving 
on  the  Trade  of  the  whole  World  -,  and  are 
at  the  fame  Time  courted,  to  fay  no  more,  to 
efpoufe  their  own  Intereft. 

And  here  it  mufl:  be  repeated,  that  though 
it  has  been  difputed  whether  the  Ojlend  Char- 
ter is  an  Infradiion  of  former  Treaties  ;  yet 
fmce  it  is  made  a  Pointy  and  infifted  upon  to 
be  prejudicial  to  our  Commerce,  and  we  arc 
bound  by  Treaties  to  fupport  the  Dutch  m 
thefe  Pretenfions ,  it  m.ight  feem  perhaps  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  hfive  this  Affair  finally 

adjuftedj 
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adjufled,  fo  as  never  to  break  out  again  ;  or 
at  leafl  to  be  revived  in  any  fhort  Time  ;  by 
which  Europe  may  be  engaged  in  the  like 
Quarrel  ;  in  which  England  muft  bear  the 
gi  eateft  Part,  if  (he  is  not  made  the  only  Prin- 
cipal ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  fo  abfurd  to  ex- 
pert that  the  Emperor  ihould  put  an  End  to 
this  Difpuie  by  revoking  his  Charter. 

But  it  is  pretty  extraordinary  that,  confi- 
dering  the  great  Intereft  we  have  in  this  Af- 
fair, (as  it  is  aflirm'd)  and  the  Point  we  have 
made  of  it,  there  (hould  be  no  Notice  taken 
of  us^  in  the  Article,  which  provides  for  its 
Sufpenfion,  nor  fo  much  as  a  Compliment 
made  to  us  for  our  generous  Interpolition. 

4.  And  lajlly\  (pray  obferve  him  !)  (p^/r  Ap- 
prehenfions  ^ere^   that  there  might  be   JLn^ 

gagements  in  Favour  of  the  Pretender.  

Alas !  how  do  the  Obfervatiom  fall  fhort  of 
that  Spirit,  which  appeared  in  the  Enquiry  ? 
There  we  fee  the  Author  rouzing  up  the  Na- 
tion to  a  jull  Refentment  of  thofe  dangerous 
Engagements  in  Favour  of  the  Pretender,  We 
fee  him  affirming,  with  the  greateft  Confi- 
dence, that  foon  after  the  Publication  of  the 
Vienna  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  they 
bad  pofitive  Intelligence^  and  Intelligence  from 
f?iore  than  o?ie  Perfon^  and  fuch  as  could  be 
intirely  depended  on^  that  one  exprefs  Article 
of  this  Alliance  between  the  Emperor  and 
Spain  contain  d  an  Obligation  in  Favour  of 
the  Pretender,  We  have  not  his  Authority 
for  it  onlv,  but  the  Affurance  of  a  certain 

Gentle^ 
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Gentleman  In  Parliament,  that  he  knew^  and 
was  abjohitely  convi?2ced  of  the  Truth  of  this. 
We  had  the  Addrejjes  of  the  whole  Kingdom 
jiiflly  inflamed  on  this  Occafion.  We  had 
his  Excellency  Mr.  Ifaac  heheup^  vigorous 
Remonftrances  at  the  Diet  of  Ratijhon^  in 
the  very  Teeth  of  the  Emperor,  concurring 
in  and  affirming  the  fame  Charge.  Nay,  we 
had  ft  ill  much  greater  Authority,  even  Autho- 
rity from  the  Throne  ;  for,  did  not  his  late 
Majefty  declare  that  ^  he  had  certain  and  nn^ 
doubted  Litelligence  that  it  was  refolved  to 
attempt  an  hivajion  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  in 
Confequence  of  a  fecret  Article  to  this  Pur- 
pofe  ?  And,  was  not  the  Imperial  Minijler 
ordered  to  depart  the  Kingdom,  in  a  very 
abrupt  Manner,  for  denying  any  fuch  E?i- 
gagement  or  Defign  in  his  Mail:er*s  Name  ? 
And  after  all  thefe  repeated  Ajjurances^  after 
all  thefe  extraordinary  Steps,  are  we  fallen  fo 
low  as  to  acknowledge  that  we  had  Apprehen- 
fons  only  that  there  might  be  fuch  Engage^ 

rnentz  ? If  this  Scribbler  takes  upon 

him  to  advance  Fads  of  lefs  Confequence,  he 
may  depart  from  them  (as  he  generally  does, 
when  Expedients  are  wanting)  without  hurt- 
ing any  Body ;  but  in  Affairs  of  this  high 
Nature,  he  ought  not  to  m.eddle,  let  who 
will  be  his  Inilrud;or,  w^idiout  good  Grounds 
and  fufficient  Authority. 

^  Vide  his  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Scflion  in  17  27. 

For 
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For  my  Part,  I  was  always  willing  to  be- 
lieve (for  the  Honour  of  his  late  Maje/ly  and 
the  Britifi  Nation^  as  well  as  out  of  Regard 
to  "•Thofe^  who  drew,  or  advifed,  or  approved 
that  speech)  that  we  had  fomething  more 
than  bare  Apprehenfions  to  juftify  us  in  fuch 
Declarations  and  extraordinary-  Proceedings  ; 
for  the  Honour  oj  the  Crown  is  a  Thing  of  a 
very  lacred  Nature,  and  ought  not  to  be  tri- 
fled with  on  any  Occalion,  or  made  an  In- 
ftrument  to  ferve  7ninifierial  Pwpofes. 

King  ya??ie5  the  Jirft  obferves  very  juftly 
[iii2L  iSpetch  to  his  Parliament,  in  the  firft 
Year  of  his  Reign  ;  which  is,  perhaps,  the 
heji  he  ever  made )  that  Speeches  frofn  the 
throne  JJ:ould  be  plain  and  fmcere.  By  Sin- 
cerity, fays  he,  /  mean  that  Uprightnels  and 
Honefty,  which  ought  to  be  in  a  King'j  whole 
Speeches  and  Adiions ;  that  as  far  as  a  King 
/j-,  in  Honour,  above  his  SiibjeBs,  fo  far 
^  fhould  he  ftrive^  in  Sincerity,  to  be  above  them 
all ;  and  that  his  Tongue  fmuld  be  the  true 
Mefjenger  of  his  Heart. 

Yet  this  King^  at  the  latter  End  of  his 
Reign,  was  drawn  in  by  Buckingham  to  make 
a  falfe  Reprefentation  of  the  Spanifo  Affair  to 
his  Parliament ;  which  had  its  Effedl  fo  far, 
as  to  make  Buchngham  a  little  popular  for 
the  prefent,  at  his  Majefty's  Expence  ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  People  found  themfelves  impoled 
upon,  they  gave  no  Credit  to  the  Affertions 
and  Affurances  of  this  king  Minifler  any 
more. 

Nav^ 
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Nay,  we  have  a  much  later  and  more  re- 
markable Inftance  of  the  Effedl  of  any  fuppo- 
fed  Endeavours  to  projiitiite  the  Honour  of 
the  Crown  ;  for  it  cannot  be  forgot  that  a  c^r- 
tain  Gentleman  thought  fit  to  make  it  an 
Article  of  Impeachment  again  ft  the  late  Earl 
of  Oxford^  that  he  had  corrupted  the  facred 
Fountain  ofT^ruth^  and  put  Falfioods  into  the 
Mouth  of  Majefty,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
San5iion  of  Parliament  to  his  traiterous  Pro- 
ceedings. 

I  hope  this  Digreffion,  upon  fo  important 
a  Point,  will  not  be  thought  unfeafonable. 
But  I  now  return  to  the  provifonal  'treaty. 

If  it  is  really  true,  that  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  Spain  did  enter  into  all^  or  any 
of  thefe  dangerous  Engagements^  I  could  wifh 
to  fee  them  formally  renounced  and  annihi- 
lated j  for  I  ftill  thhik  that  a  folemn  Caffa- 
tion  of  the  Treaties  of  Vienna  "would  fccurs 
thefe  our  mojl  important  Interefts  f?iore  effec- 
tually than  is  done  by  the  fore-mejition  d  Ar- 
ticles^ that  leave  them  upon  the  precarious 
Foot  of  former  T'reaties^  which  we  have  al- 
ready found  ineffeBual  to  thefe  Ends. 

For,  when  different  Interpretations  have 
been  put  upon  the  fame  Treaties  by  different 
Powers ;  vvhen  Objedions  have  been  ftarted 
on  both  Sides;  when  contrary  Claims  a;  d 
Pretenfions  have  been  made,  and  emhre-i'd 
Europe  for  feveral  Years  -,  what  other  t-ff.  c- 
tual  Method  can  be  ufed  to  fecure  us  agj:  ft 
the  like  Difputes  and  Difturbances  for  the  ia- 
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ture,  than  finally  to  adjuft  the  Senfe  of  fuch 
Treaties,  and  confirm  the  refpedlive  Rights, 
Privileges  and  Poffeffions  of  the  Powers  con- 
cerned, in  the  plainejl^  mojl  direct  and  expli- 
cite  Manner  ? . 

And  if  the  Powers,  with  whom  we  are 
concerned,  do  really  underftand  thefe  Articles 
in  the  fame  Senfe,  which  the  Pamphleteer 
hath  put  upon  them,  w^hy  {hould  they  refufe 
to  make  us  eafy  by  a  particular  FiXplanatioJi  ? 
Or,  if  they  do  a&ially  refufe  this,  is  there 
any  Room  to  doubt,  that  they  have  fome 
Reafons  for  preferring  dark  and  ambiguous 
lerms  ? 

But  it  7nay  he  chjeBed^  fays  the  Pamph- 
leteer, that  I  have  raifpent  my  T^ime  and  JLa^ 
hour,  in  endeavouring  to  file  nee  the  Clamour  Sy 
which  have  been  raijed  againfi  that  particular 
Form  of  a  Peace ^  'which  hath  been  the  ObjeB 
cf  our  late  Negotiations^  fi7ice  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  Ki?ig  ^^  Spain  is  difpofedto  ac- 
cept even  of  thefe  "Terms,  Why  truly  that  is 
a  very  material  Objeflion,  and  may  aiife  per- 
haps, from  a  determined  Refolution  of  his 
Cafholick  Majefy  not  to  come  to  any  Terms 
with  us,  after  what  hath  pafsdy  without  ob- 
taining \m  favourite  Ends, 

He  tells  us  indeed  but  two  Lines  before, 
in  his  ufual  felf-contradi<fting:  Stile,  that  nojieof 
the  Powers  concern  d  have  •  hitherto  given  juf 
Caufe  to  co?iclude  that  they  will  rejeB  it.  Now, 
methinks,  w^here  there  is  an  apparent  Difpcf- 
tion  not  to  accept  it^  there  is  fonie  Caufe  to  con- 
clude 
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elude  that  they  will  rejeB  if  ;  but  whatever 
Reafons  there  may  be  againft  it  abroad^  I  am 
fure  there  are  many  at  home. 

It  is,  at  beft,  by  his  own  Confeffion,  only 
a  Flan  or  a  ProjeB^  which  is  not  yet  accepted. 
But  let  us  fuppofe  it  accepted,  for  Argument 
fake.  Nay,  let  us  go  ferther,  and,  for  Ar- 
gument fake  likewife,  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  good 
one ;  the  Qiieftion  will  ftill  return,  v/hether 
we  have  taken  iht  fiortefl ^  the  leaji  da7igerous^ 
or  the  leaJl  expenjive  Methods  to  accomplifh 
it.  But  to  glory  in  Meafures  ^  v/hich  have 
not  fucceeded^  whether  commendable  or  not, 
and  have  only  a  bare  Probability  of  Succefsy 
is  certainly  very  extraordinary. 

Laftly,  let  us  examine  this  Affiiir  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Time  we  have  been  about  it. 
The  Pamphleteer  indeed  fays,  and  feem.s  to 
triumph  upon  it,  that  this  Progrcfs  toivards 
the  EJlabliJJoment  of  a  general  Peace  hath 
been  made  in  a  few  Months^  after  the  Opening 
of  the  Congrefs,  But  how  much  T/V;^^,  as 
well  as  Money ^  did  we  fpend  in  Expeditions^ 
EmbaJJies^  Negotiations y  Preliminaries  and 
Rat  if  cations^  before  the  Congrefs  was  open'd  t 
Nay,  though  we  date  the  prefent  Difturban- 
ces  but  three  Tears  back,  it  is  certain  that  we 
have  not  been  in  a  State  of  perfect  Amity^ 
and  free  Commerce  with  Spain  for  above 
thefe  [even  Tears  paft  ;  but  by  the  great  Sa- 
gacity and  Penetration  of  certain  Gentlemen 
(  to  fay  nothing  of  fecret  Service-Money )  we 
have  at  lall,  according  to  this  Writer^  fome 

Hopes 
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Hopes  of  being,  one  Time  or  another,  In 
ahnoft   as  good  a  Condition  as  we  were  in, 
before  our  Affairs  were  tlius  embroil'd. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  Sir  Epicure  Mam^ 
mon^  in  the  Alchymijl ;  who,  when  he  had 
fpent  his  ^wkole  Ejiate  in  fearch  of  the  Philo- 
Jbphers  Sioiic^  was  comforted  after  all  his 
Coji,  though  difappointed  of  his  main  Endy 
with  the  Hopes  of  getting  a  little  Jomething 
to  cure  the  Itch. 

He  tells  us,  at  the  Conclufion,  that  this 
Nation  never  a5ied  a  Part  more  fuit able  to  its 
Dignity  and  Charad:er  j  and  that  to  the  Firm- 
nefs  and  Fidelity  of  our  Allies,  and  to  thefe 
Meafures  we  owe  our  prefent  Tranquility,  I 
iliall  fay  nothing  of  that  glorious  Part,  which 
we  have  been  lately  adting  ^  nor  of  the  Fir?77- 
nefs  and  Fidelity  of  our  Allies,  I  neither 
know  what  they  engaged  to  do,  nor  what  they 
have  aHually  done  for  us.  But  to  boaft  of  the 
prejent  Tranquility,  when  we  are  at  beft  only 
in  a  State  of  political  Purgatory  between 
Peace  and  IF^ar ;  when  our  Ships  are  every 
Week  taken,  as  in  Time  of  War  -,  when  we 
are  at  all  "the  Expences,  and  under  almoft  all 
the  hiconveniencies  of  a  War  5  to  talk  and 
boaft  of  Tranquility,  I  fay,  at  fuch  a  Time, 
muft  either  be  an  egregious  Banter  on  the 
Minijiry,  or  an  Infult  on  the  Nation  ^  and  let 
the  Pamphleteer  take  his  Choice. 

I  have  but  one  Thing  more  to  mention, 
before  I  conclude ;  which  is,  that  the  Author 
of  this  wretched  Pamphlet  hath  the  Infolence 
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to  make  the  regal  CharaBer  fubfervient  to  his 
Defigns.  Whatever  Meajures^  or  whatever 
Conducl  he  finds  it  necefTary  to  approve,  are 
the  Kings  Meajures^  and  the  Kings  CondiiS}^ 
This  is  a  mean  Artifice,  which  hath  beea 
conftantly  pradiced  of  late  by  thcfe  Men, 
when  other  Arguments  are  wanting.  But  I 
hope  it  will  not  put  a  Stop  to  your  Enquiries ; 
for  every  E72giifima?i  hath  a  Right,  by  our 
our  Laws,  to  judge  and  debate  thefe  Affairs ; 
and  I  am  fure  his  Majejly  will  abhor  the 
Thoughts  of  abridging  this  Liberty,  though 
weak  and  wicked  Men  endeavour  to  fcreen 
themfelves  under  the  Protedlion  of  his  facred. 
Name. 

I  am^  Sir,  (3c, 

W.  RALEIGH., 

.*:.  ^  ,*'  ?^  *  ^^  ^1^  .2:.  .*  .f.  ^  4s  ^%  ?h  <%  ^  ^p  f?  e^  ^^% 


An  ANSWER  to  the  Defence  of  the  En- 
quiry into  the  Reafons  of  the  Condu(5l  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  In  a  Letter 
to  Caleb  D' A  n  v  e  r  s,  Eff^ 

SIR, 

AS  foon  as  I  heard  that   the  Author   of 
the  ^   E?iquiry   had   condefcended    to 
take   Notice  of  a  Letter,   which  you 

thought 

*  The  following  was  ihe  Motto  to  this  Anfvvcr  to  the 
])> fence ,  &c.  viz.  l^or  can  ive  conceive  a  vicre  abj-f't 
Seivility  of  Conduit,  than  for  a  People^  fo  kng    famed^  for 
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thought  fit  to  publifh  in  your  "Journal  of  the 
4th  of  January  laft,  I  refolved  to  make  my 
Acknowledgments   to  him   for  fo   great  an 
Honour,  and  to  defire  you  to  convey  them 
into  the  World.     This   Duty    (liould   have 
been  difcharged  immediately,    if  I  had   not 
been  diverted  from  it  by  Avocations  of  a  very 
different  Nature  ;  and  if  I  had  not  obferved, 
on  a  Review  of  the  prefent  Difpofitions,  that 
there  was  no  Reafon  in  force  to  make  a  very 
fpeedy   Reply  neceffary.     What  I  am  going 
to  fay  now  will>  I  think,  juftify  me  for  what 
I  have  faid  already,  in  the  Opinion  of  Man- 
kind ;  and  at  leaft  in   the  fecret  Thoughts 
even  of  the  Author  and  Defender  of  the  En- 
quiry \  and  as  this  Effedl  of  the  little  additio- 
nal Trouble  I  am  about  to  give  myfelf  is  the 
principal,  nay,  the  fole  good  one,  which  I 
dare  expeft,  we  are  in  Time  for  that,  and  by 
Confequence  I  (hall  not  lofe  my  Labour  by 

my  Delay. 

This  Author  hath  thrown  feveral  Matters 
in  my  Way,  to  which  it  is  proper  I  fliould 

Commerce  aiid  Bravery,  io  fee  their  darling   Good,  and  their 
peculiar  Glory»  the  Pledge  of  their  Liberty,  a?id  Life  of  all  their 
Property,  juft  going  to  be  forcibly  and  unrighteoufy  torn  from 
thm  ;  and  tamely  to  look  on  without  or,e  Struggle  for  fo  great^  a 
Bleffng,  or  one  hearty  Effort  againji  the  Invaders  of  it.     IP  hat 
can  we  become^  if  we  give  our  Conferit  to  fuch  Ruin  by  tur  own 
fupine  Indolence  and  Inlenfibility  ;   and  fuffer  ovrf elves  to  be 
Jiripiof  our  boaf}ed^Utn%(h  and  Oxmrntnt  at  once  \  but  a  Na- 
tion, the  molt  delpicable  of  all  Nations  under  Heaven;  expofed  t9 
the  Contempt  and  Infults  of  the  World  about  us  here  below,  and 
rendefd  utterly  unworthy ,  by  our  ozvn  ConduSI,  of  the  Care  of 
Prsviaencs  above  us  F  E  n  q^u  i  r  y.  Page  86. 
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fay  fomething  before  I  enter  into  that,  which 
is  ftridly  the  Subjed  of  our  prefent  Difpute. 

He  declares  upon  this  (Dccafion,  with  all 
pqffible  SeriGiiJhcJ's^  that  he  hath  not  writ,  or 
diBated,  cr  advanced-,  or,  direBly  or  indi^ 
re^h,  had  the  leaft  Part  i?i  the  ^writing  or 
piiblijhing  any  Paper,  which  hath  appeal"' d  in 
the  World,  in  any  Form,  from  the  T'ime  of 
writing  the  Enquiry,  andjromfome  'Time  be^ 
fore  that,  to  the  20th  of  January  1728-9. 
He  makes  this  Declaration,  and  for  that  Space 
of  Time,  pa?'tictdarly  with  a  View  to  Papers 
printed  in  the  London  Journal ;  in  all  which 
he  hath  been  utterly  iinco?2cer?i  d  either  direBly 
or  indireBlw 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  queftlon  the  Truth 
of  fo  folemn  a  Declaration,  I  give  entire 
Credit  to  it  ;  and  I  freely  own  that  he  hath 
Reafon  to  complain  of  Me  for  infinuating,  at 
leaft,  that  he  had  a  Hand  in  the  London 
journals.  The  little  Share  I  have  had  in  the 
Paper  War  hath  not  given  me  many  Oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  the  Combatants  ;  and  the 
Productions,  on  one  Side,  gave  me  little  Cu- 
riofity  to  enquire  after  the  Authors  of  them. 
But  I  found  it  univerfally  affirmed,  and  no 
where  contradidlcd,  that  this  Gentleman  had 
a  Hand  in  the  Weekly  Papers  juft  mention'd. 
The  Perfons,  who  recommended  thefe  Pa- 
pers,  countenanced  the  Opinion ;  and  VvM:re 
glad,  perhaps,  that  fo  co/Tpderable  a  Name 
ihould  give  them  an  Authority,  which  might 
fupply  whatever  eUe  they  wanted.     Nay,  I 
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found  amongfl  thofe,  who  were  acquainted 
with  this  Aiitho7\  and  who  profefs  a  parti- 
cular Regard  for  him,  fome,  who  were  angry 
at  him  on  this   very  Account  j  fome,    who 
vftvtforry  for  him  -,  but  none,    who  doubted 
the  Truth  of  the  Fadl.     What   may  have 
given  Occafion  to  fo  general  a  Concurrence, 
he  can  bed  telh     I  urge  thefe  Circum.ftances 
only  to  {hew,  how  I  was  led  into  an  Error. 
It  was  indeed  Error,    not  Malice,      But  ftill 
I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  take  this   Occafion 
of  afking  his  Pardon  ;  and  I  do  it  with  all 
fojjible  Serioufnefs,  as  he  made  his  Declara- 
tion, and  from  the  Bottom  of  my  Heart ;  be- 
caufe  I  am  as  much  convinced,   that  he  nei- 
ther abetted,  encouraged,  nor  paid  the  Authors 
of  thefe  Papers,  as  I  am  that  he  was  not  him- 
fclf  the  Author  of  them. 

It  cannot  be  imputed  to  me,  that  I  have 
any  Thing  to  anfwer  for,  on  Account  of  the 
ferfonal  Severities,  which  this  Author,  in  a 
very  pathetick  Manner,  complains  of.  Wc 
niuft  acknowledge,  and  we  ought  to  lament, 
that  our  fiiblick  Papers  have  abounded  in 
Scurrility,  One  would  be  tempted  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  Saturnalia  were  held  all  the 
Year  round  in  Britain  ;  for  thofe,  who  can 
do  nothing  but  rail,  have  had  their  Encou- 
ragements to  ijorite  -,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
this  Gentleman^  Candour  will  oblige  him  to 
confefs,  that  nothing  but  a  thorough  Conteinpt 
hinders  Complaints  from  being  made  againft 
the  Writers  of  his  oum  Side^   much  better 

grounded 


(     149    ) 

grounded  and  fupported  by  much  ftronger 
Inftances,  than  he  can  produce  againft  the 
Writers  of  the  oppojite  Side^  in  his  qw?i^  or  ia 
any  other  Cafe.  For  my  Part,  I  fhould  be 
extremely  forry  to  have  it  faid  of  me,  v/ith 
Truth,  that  I  had  raird  at  any  Author,  in- 
ftead  of  anfwering,  or  even  in  anfwering  his 
Book  i  and  lefs  than  any  would  I  be  guilty  of 
this  Crime,  for  fuch  it  is,  towards  one^  who 
defends,  with  fo  niuch  Uniformity  of  Con- 
dud:,  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs^  that  Cor  iter- 
Stone  of  puhlick  Liberty.  He,  who  will 
fupport  what  hurts  himfelf^  becaiife  he  thinks 
it  the  Support  of  the  whole  Liberty  we  enjoy ^ 
{hall  meet  with  nothing  from  me,  but  that, 
which  he  deferves  from  all  Mankind,  the 
utmoft  Refped:,  whenever  he  leaves  me  the 
Power  of  fliewing  it,  confiftently  Vv^ith  the 
Regard  I  ow^e  to  "'truth  and  to  my  own  ne-^ 
cefjdry  Defence, 

He  will  not,  I  hope,  think  it  inconfiftent 
with  this  Refpeft  for  his  Perfon,  or  with  that, 
which  I  have  for  fo?ne  oj  his  Writings^  if  I 
cannot  bring  myfelf  up  to  have  the  fame  for 
his  Lnquiry  into  the  Reafons  of  the  ConduB  of 
Great-Britain  -,  or  for  his  T)efence  of  this  £;2- 
quiry.  He  appears  to  have  a  paternal  Fond- 
nefs  for  x\\q  frf  of  thefe  Treatifes,  which 
amounts  even  to  a  Partiality  ;  the  more  fur- 
prizing,  becaufe  it  is  found  m  one^  who  can 
boaft  fo  numerous  and  fo  fair  an  Offspring. 
I  fhould  not  have  attempted  to  draw  him  out 
of  an  Error,  which  he  feems  to  indulge  with 
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fo  great  a  Satisfaction,  if  he  had  not  made  it 
neceffary  for  me.  Since  he  hath  done  fo,  I 
will  offer  fome  Obfervations  on  the  'Enquiry 
itfelf,  before  I  come  to  the  Defence. 

The  Circumftance,  upon  which  he  feems 
to  triumph  a  little,  (that  the  Enquiry  was  not 
anjwerd)  he  will  permit  m.e  to  fay  is  often  a 
very  equivocal  Proof  of  the  Merit  of  a  Book. 
The  fame  Mouths^  it  feems,  "which  pronoun- 
ced the  Enquiry  to  be  a  mean  and  defpicable 
Performance,  have  ?nore  than  once  exprefsd  in 
Print  their  earnejt  Dejire  that  Jome  able  Hand 
would  anj'wer  it.     From   what   Mouths  he 
took  this,  I  know  not.     But  furely  the  Te- 
ilimony  of  thofe,    who    defired   fome    able 
Hand  would  anfwer  what  they  judged  to  be 
mean  and  defpicable^  is  an  odd  Tcftimony  for 
him  to  quote  ;  fince  it  could  proceed  from 
nothing  but  aDefign  to  ridicule  him. 

Though  the  Enquiry  was  not  anfwer'd  in 
Form^  yet  I  believe  that  feveral,  perhaps  all 
the  Points,  on  which  his  Syftem  lean'd,  were 
occafionally  examined,  and  fufficiently  re- 
futed by  you,  Mr.  D'Anvers,  and  by  others. 
If  no  more  was  done,  I  take  the  Reafon  to 
have  been  plainly  this.  The  minifterial  Air 
of  Authority  and  Information^  aiTumed  in  it, 
made  even  thofe,  on  whom  this  Air  did  not 
impofe,  judge  that  it  was  prudent  to  wait  till 
"Time  and  Events  fliould  open  the  Scene  a 
little  more  ;  and  as  the  Scene  open'd,  they 
perceived  that  the  Enquiry  was  daily  an- 
fwer*d,  in  the  moft  effedual  Manner,  to  their 
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Hands ;  fo  that  the  Author  might  have  waited 
all  his  Life,  perhaps,  for  Jh?ne thing  77iore  of 
this  Sorty  if  he  had  not  thought  fit  to  feize  an 
Opportunity  of  defending  it,  not  more  worthy 
his  Notice,  than  feveral  others  before  p-iven 
him  ;  and  if  my  Refpe6l  for  him,  and  my 
Defire  to  ftand  fair  in  his  Opinion,  had  not 
determined  me  to  make  him  a  Reply. 

As  to  the  Effect  of  the  Enquiry^  which  he 
thinks  fo  confiderable,  that  it  awaken  d  Mul- 
titudes out  of  a  dull  and  languid  State  into 
Life  and  Vigour ;  and  that  it  was  7iot  found 
to  procure  Slumbers  either  to  thofe,  who  liked 
ity  or  to  thofe^  who  dijliked  it  ;  I,  who  was 
moft  certainly  one  of  thofe,  who  either  liked 
or  difliked  it,  can  affirm  with  the  greateft 
Truth,  that  it  did  not  procure  me  Slumbers^ 
it  did  not  keep  me  awake.  Some  of  the  FaBs^ 
advanced  in  it,  were  ftrange  and  furprizing  ; 
but  then  they  were  deftitute  of  any  Proof 
except  the  ftrong  Affirmations  of  the  Author^ 
and  CoUedlions  of  Circu?nftances  fo  extreme- 
ly trivial^  that  they  became  burlefque^  as 
foon  as  they  were  ferioufly  apply'd.  A  bare 
Expofition  of  any  real  Danger  from  the  Pre- 
te7ider  would  have  waked  Multitudes  info  Life 
and  Vigour y  though  the  Enquiry  had  never 
been  written.  But  I  apprehend  that  fo  many 
Pages  fpent  on  Wharton  ^  Rambles,  Ripperdas 
Chit-chat,  Hear-fays  of  what  one  great  Man 
writ  concerning  what  another  great  Man 
faid,  three  Mtfcovite  Ships  coming  to  Spahi, 
P^mbarkathnSy  which  were  never  made,  and 
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Armies,  which  were  never  aflembled,  could 
have  no  other  Effed:,  than  to  compofe  Mul- 
titudes into  ferfeul  T!ranqiiility,  and  to  con- 
firm the  Opinion  of  their  Security  on  this 
Head,  Any  Surmiies  of  an  Engagement,  on 
the  Emperors  Part,  to  alfift  Spai?2  in  the  Re- 
covery of  Gibraltar  by  Force,  could  provoke 
no  Indignation  ( whatever  elfe  it  might  pro- 
voke )  nor  caufe  any  Alarm.  We  knew 
Gibraltar  to  be  impregnable  to  the  Spaniards, 
before  Ripperda  declared  it  to  be  fo  5  and  what 
Affiilance  the  Rmperor  could  give  them  to- 
wards reducing  this  Place,  unlefs  he  had  in 
his  Service  fome  of  Mr.  Waller'^  ^wiiiged 
droops  and  PegaJeanHorJ[%  wc  were  not  able 
to  difcover.  As  to  the  Emperor  s  real  En- 
gagem.ent  in  this  Article  towards  Spain,  and 
as  to  the  Engagements  of  Spain  towards  the 
Emperor,  on  the  Article  of  trading  to  the 
V/ejUIndies^  we  foon  knev/  what  they  were  ; 
and  with  this  Knowledge  our  Alarm  ceafed. 
What  w^as  faid  in  the  long  DifTertations,  about 
the  Ojiend  Company,  caufed  likewife  little  or 
110  Emotion  in  us.  Our  Intereft  was  plainly 
not  that  of  Principals,  till  the  Dutch  had  the 
Addrefs  to  make  us  fo,  by  their  Acceffion  to 
the  T'reaty  of  Hanover  ;  and  the  Condud:  of 
our  own  Court,  who  beheld,  with  fo  much 
Indifference,  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  this 
Company,  had  taught  us  to  be  indifferent  about 
it.  Thefe  Confiderations  and  many  others, 
which  I  omit,  hinder'd  the  Enquiry  from 
liaving  the  Effedi,    which  this   Gentlemans 
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paternal  Fondnefs  makes  him  believe  it  had. 
The  Part,  if  I  may  have  leave  to  fay  fo,  was 
over-aBed,  But  ftill  I  fee  no  Reafon  that  he 
has  to  be  cbncern'd,  becaufe  one  Way  or  other 
the  End  of  v^riting  it  v/as  anfwer'd.  The 
Enquiry  was  the  Book  of  a  Da)\  like  fome 
little  Animals  on  the  Banks  of  the  River 
Hypanis^  which  came  to  Life  in  the  Morn- 
ing, fulfill'd  all  the  Ends  of  their  Creation, 
and  died  before  Night. 

There  is  a  Point,  on  which  the  Authc?^ 
and  Defender  of  the  Enquiry  values  himfelf 
and  his  Book  very  much  ;  I  mean  the  ftrid: 
Regard  to  T^ruth^  which  he  affures  us  he  ob^ 
ferved  in  writing.  Now  though  I  am  ready 
to  agree  that  this  Author  has  always  a  great 
F^egard  to  ^rutb,  yet  I  affirm  that  I  could 
write  a  Book  as  big  as  the  Enquiry^  fiU'd  with 
nothing  but  Demon flrations  of  his  Errors  in 
Matters  of  Fadl.  Too  much  Confidence  in 
the  Informations  he  received,  too  much  Hafte 
in  compofing,  and  above  all  that  Fire,  which 
is  apt  to  over- heat  the  Imagination  of  polc- 
mical  Writers^  mud  have  caufed  thefe  Er- 
rors. It  is  impoffible  to  account  any  other 
Way,  how  a  Gentleman  of  nice  Honour^  re-- 
markable  Sincerity^  and  even  exe?uplary  Piety ^ 
inftead  of  making  his  Prcpofitions  conilantly 
the  Refult  of  the  Evidence  lie  found,  upon 
a  thorough  Examination,  true,  (liiould,  thrvV 
a  whole  Book,  have  conftantly  fuited  his  Evi- 
dence to  a  certain  Set  of  Propoftions  ;  and 
|iow  Fadfs  and  Dates^  as  Jlubborn  'Thi?igs  as 
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they  are  in  the  Hands  of  other  Men^   fhould 
grow  foft  as  Wax  under  his  Touch, 

But  it  is  not  my  Defign  to  enter  into  a  Dif- 
quifition  of  this  Sort.  It  would  fhew  ill  Na- 
ture, v/hich  I  hope  I  have  not  ^  and  it  would 
be  now  of  no  ufe  whatever.  I  mufl  how- 
ever defend  mfelf  as  unwilling  as  I  am  to 
ojfhid  him  ;  and  therefore  fince  he  contradids 
what  I  faid,  '-ciz,  that  he  had  been  given  up  in 
every  material  Article  of  the  Enquiry  ^  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  prove  it.  How  eajy 
are  fiich  Words  as  thefe^  fays  our  Author,  but 
how  hard  to  fupport  them  ?  Now  I  do  affure 
him  that  thefe  Words^  as  far  as  they  may  be 
thought  harfd  or  impolite^  will  at  no  Time 
fall  eafily  from  my  Tongue  or  Pen ;  but  he 
will  find  that  it  is  eafy  for  me,  upon  this  Occa- 
fion,  to  fupport  them.  I  will  confine  myfelf 
to  the  four  great  Points  of  Danger,  arifing 
from  the  Vienna  Treaties^  and  mentioned  al- 
ready. Let  us  fee  v/hether  he  has  been  given 
tip  in  them  or  not. 

According  to  the  Enquiry ^  we  were  in  Dan- 
ger of  lofing  not  only  our  Eaf  and  Wcji-India 
Tirade ^  but  many  other  Branches  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Trade,  by  the  Privileges  fiippofed  to  be 
granted  to  the  Emperor  s,  Subjeds,  and  from 
the  Enjoyment  of  which  Privileges  we  are 
debarred.  Nay,  it  was  very  ftrongly  infinu- 
ated  that  even  the  Ruin  oi Britain  was  in- 
volved in  this  Point.  If  this  had  been  the 
Cafe,  and  if  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  had  thus 
fettled  theMatter^  there  would  have  been  Oc- 
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cafion  for  all  the  Outcries,  which  we  meet 
with  in  the  Enquiry ^  and  for  flill  more.    But 
our  moft  knowing  Merchants  gave  up  this 
Pointy  as  foon  as  they  read  and  confider'd  the 
feveral  Claufcs  5  and  it  is  notorious  that  the 
contradling  Powers  declared,   as  foon  as  they 
heard  of   the  Objeftion,  that  their  Meaning 
was  not  to  give  thefe  Privileges  to  the  hnperial 
Subjects  above  other  Nations ;  and  that  they 
would  explain  the  Text  accordingly,  if  any 
Ambiguity  made  it  neceffary.     But  in  Truth 
there  was  little  or  no  Ambiguity  in  the  Mat- 
ter,   except  what  the  Reprefentations  of  it 
occafiou'd;  for  without  entering  any  deeper 
into  it,  let  us  obferve  that  the  Aufwers^  which 
this  Author  gives  to  the  ObjeBion^  which  he 
was  forced,  from  the  Notoriety  of  the  Thing, 
to  make  to  himfelf,  are  evaf^ve  and  fallaci- 
ous  'y  for  fince  the  fame  Liberty  of  entering 
the  Spanijh  Ports  in  the  Weji-Indies^   in  cafe 
of  Diftrcfs   by   bad  Weather ^  or   for  Refrefi^ 
ment^  is  granted  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  1670, 
as  is  granted    to  the  Imperial  Subjeds  by  the 
treaty  of  Vienna^  does  it  follow  that  more  is 
granted  to  them  than  to  Us  j  becaufe  the  Li- 
berty granted  to  us  hath  ceafed  for  many  Years? 
If  we  have  not  made  ufe  of  the  Liberty^  the 
Fad;  affirm'd  is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe.      If 
we  have  been  denied  it,  fuch  Denial  is  an  In- 
fradlion  of  the  T^reaty  of    1670,  and  proves 
that  we  have  had  Injuftice   done  us  by  the 
Pradice  of  the  Spaniards  \  but  doth  not  help 
to   prove  that  we  have  had  any  done  us  by 
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their  Conceffions  to  the  Emperor^  with  whom 
they  may  keep  this  Article^  perhvips,  as  little 
as  they  have  done  with  us  ;  and  who  is  not 
likely  to  have  the  fame  Means  of  oHiging 
them  to  it  as  we  have  in  our  Power,  when- 
ever we  pleafeto  employ  them. 

How  the  eighth  Article  of  the  'Treaty  of 
Utrecht  came  to  be  quoted,  on  this  occafion, 
is  to  me  marvellous.  That  Article  is  made 
general  to  all  Nations ;  bat  was  particularly 
direvfted  againfl  the  Fre?2ch ;  who,  even  at 
that  Time,  continued  to  obtain  Licences  to 
fend  Ships  to  trade  in  the  South  Sea^  as  they 
had  done  all  the  War.  But  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  confirms  the  Treaty  of  1670  3  and 
the  Stipulation,  that  no  Lice?2ce^  or  any  Per^ 
mijjion  at  all  Jhall^  at  any  Time^  be  giijen  to 
the  French,  or  any  other  Nation  whatfoever 

to  /ail,   traffick,   &c.   to  the  Dominions 

fubjeB  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  in  America, 
cannot  furely  be  conftrued  to  deprive  us  of  the 
Right  of  going  into  thofe  Parts,  in  the  Cafes 
ailow'd  by  the  Treaty  of  1670.  This  feems 
fo  clear,  that  I  may  pronounce  the  Gentleman 
given  up,  on  this  Head,  by  the  mofl:  know- 
ing Merchants,  and  by  every  Man,  who  can 
read  and  underftand  what  he  reads. 

But  I  may  go  farther  ;  for  it  appears  even 
from  the  5th  Article  of  the  provijional  Treaty 
itfelf,  ( which  is  faid  to  fecure  us  from  the 
dangerous  Engagements  contained  in  the  Trea- 
ties of  Vienna,  with  relation  to  Trade)  that 
the  King  of  Spain  never  underjlood  to  grant. 
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by  the  [aid  T'reaty^  any  Privileges  contrary  to 
the  ^Treaties  confirm  d  above ;  nor  to  give  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty  any  greater  Adva?2tages 
tha?i  thoje  enjoy  d  by  other  Nations  in  their 
Commerce ;  his  Imperial  Majefty  adopting  for 
his  SiihjetJs  the  above-mentiori d  DeclaratioUy 
made  in  the  Name  of  his  Catholick  Majefty. 
And  it  is  very obfervable  \h2itthis  Article  feems 
to  be  inferted  in  the  T^reaty^  merely  upon  tho 
Siirmifes  of  the  Minifters  of  France^  Greats 
Britain  and  Holland^  who  have  pretended 
(as  it  is  faid  in  the  IntroduBion  to  it)  that  iit 
the  'Treaty  c/Commerce,  concluded  at  Vienna, 
on  the  i//^May,  1725 — there  "were  divers 
ClaiifeSy  which  clajlfd  with  Articles  of  fever al 
Treaties  ^Commerce,  anterior  to  the  Tear 
1725,  ^c. 

If  therefore  the  natural  Senfe  of  tlie  Vienna 
Treaty  itfelf,  as  well  as  the  Declaration  of 
their  Imperial  and  Catholick  Majefties,  as 
foon  as  the  ObjeBion  was  fir  ft  ftarted,  and 
their  Ofter  to  remove  any  fuppofed  Ambiguity 
m  this  Article  of  the  Vienna  Treaty^  were 
not  fufficient  to  Hitisfy  us ;  what  farther  Satis- 
fadion  fhall  we  receive  by  the  provifional 
Treaty^  in  cafe  it  ftiould  be  accepted,  which 
contains  only  the  ^zx^  fame  Declaration  ?  — 
But  this  hath  been  fufficiently  explaiiVd  al- 
ready by  your  Correfpondent  Raleigh. 

As  to  the  Oflend  Trade,  he  thinks  that  I 
myfelf  cannot  be  againft  liim,  tinlefs  in  the 
Degree  of  the  Importance  of  it.     Now  this  is 

the 


{     158    ) 

the  very  Point,  upon  which  he  muft  be  ghen 
up^  in  this  Cafe,  if  he  is  given  up  at  all. 
I  never  heard  that  any  Man  v^as  v\^ild  enough 
to  affirm  that  the  Trade,  carry'd  on  from 
Ojlend^  Vv^as  of  no  Confeqiience  ^whatever  to  us. 
But  the  Queflion  is,  whether  that  Tirade  be 
of  that  Degree  of  Importance  to  us,  which  he 
reprefents.  Pie  afks,  who  of  thofe  I  cppofe 
hath  declared  againft  him  in  this  ?  I  anfwer, 
the  very  Perfon  I  quoted  in  the  Paffage  he  had 
before  his  Eyes,  when  he  afk'd  this  Queflion. 
He  fays,  in  the  E72quir)\  that  our  Eaft  and 
Weft-India  Trade  will  be  ruind  by  the  Oftend 
Company ;  that  they  are  fo  already^  in  fome 
Degree ;  that  the  Contagion  will  fpread  to 
other  Brajiches  5  in  fliort,  that  this  Trade 
will  carry  Riches,  Strength,  and  naval  Power 
from  Us  to  the  Spanifh  Netherlands.  What 
fays  Publicola  ?  The  Oftend  Trade,  about 
which  fuch  a  Noife  hath  been  tnade  (he  muft 
mean  by  the  Enquirer,  fince  the  Enquirer 
made  more  Noife  about  it  than  all  the  other 
Writers  put  together)  was  more  the  Concern  of 
our  Neighbours,  both  by  Treaty  and  Interejt^ 
than  our  own,  I  appeal  now,  in  my  Turn  ; 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Enquirer  himfelf.  Is  not 
one  of  thefe  Reprefentations  diredlly  contrary 
to  the  other  ?  Does  not  Publicola  diminifh 
the  Confequences  of  the  Ofiend  Trade  to  us, 
and  treat  it  even  lightly  ?  Does  not  he  mag- 
nify it,  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms,  and  make 
our  All  depend  on  the   Obftrudion  of  it  ? 

Does 
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Does  not  Fuhlicola^  an  Author  whom  I  op- 
pofe,  giije  him  up  ? 

We  are  now  come  to  the  Danger,  much  in- 
fifted  upon  in  the  'Enquiry  *,  of  having  Gib- 
raltar wrefted  out  of  our  Hands  by  Force,  {if 
it  he  poffible)  Urilefs  we  will  bafely  yield  it  up  ; 
and  this  Danger  is  grounded  on  a  fuppofed  -f- 
mutual  Engagement  between  the  Emperor  and 
King  of  Spainy  contained  in  zfecret  offenfive 
T^reaty,     The  Writer  of  the  Enquiry  confejt 
fes,  that  the  Imperial  Rcfident  read  to  fome  of 
our  Minifers  the  JVo7'dSy  which  he  /aid  were 
the  Conte?2ts  of  the  Article,  which  his  Majier 
had  entered  into^  relating  to  Gibraltar  5  the 
which  implied y  that  his  Mafier  had  engaged  to 
ufe  his  good  Ofices  for  the  Rejlitution  of  G'-hvdX- 
tar ;  Now  from  hence,  becaufe  this  Refident 
read  all  that  related  to  this  Pointy  and  did  not 
fhew  the  whole  Treaty  to  us,  any  more  than 
we  thought  ourfelves  obliged  to  ihew  to  the 
Imperial  Minijiers  the  Treaties  oiijzi-^  (which 
we  made  at  Madrid  with  one  of  the  Parties, 
between  whom  we  were  at  that  Time  Media- 
tors ^  m  the  Congrefs  at  Cambray  -J  from  hence, 
I  fay,  the  Writer  I  am  anfwering  concludes 
that  the  Truth  of  what  he  imputes  to  the  Em- 
peror {lands  confirmed  ;  but  this  ofFcnfive  AU 
liajice  hath  appear'd  hitherto  no  where,  ex- 
cept in  his  Writings ;  and  the  Article  relating 
to  Gibraltar^  in  the  defenfive  Alliance  between 
the  Emperor  and  King  oi  Spain ^  is  furely  as 

*  Page  57.  t  34'  35- 
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contrary  as  poffible  to  all  that  he  hath  advan- 
ced. By  that  Article  it  appears,  that  the  Spa- 
niards affirmed  a  Promije  on  our  Part  to  re- 
flore  Gibraltar,  In  Confideration  of  this 
Tromife^  the  Emperor  declares  he  will  not  op- 
fofe  this  Reftitution,  if  if  be  made  amicably  ; 
that  if  it  be  necefjary^  he  will  employ  his  good 
Offices,  and  even  his  Mediation,  if  the  Par- 
ties defire  it.  Till  therefore  the  E?2qiiirer  can 
fliew  another  Article  between  the  contracting 
Powers  in  the  Vieitna  T'reaties^  about  Gibral- 
tar^ this  muft  be  reputed  the  fole  Article  of 
that  Kind,  and  by  Confequence  a  flat  Con- 
tradiction to  all,  that  he  hath  faid  on  this 
Occaiion  t,  fo  that  if  his  own  Side  do  not  give 
him  up  in  this  Cafe,  both  they  and  he  will  be 
given  up^  I  fear,  in  the  Opinion  of  eyery 
other  Man  in  Europe  \  to  which  I  fhall  add 
(  fince  the  Ohfervation  lies  fairly  in  my  Way ) 
that  every  Man^  who  knows  any  Thing  of 
the  Intereft  of  Europe^  knows  it  as  much 
the  Intereft  of  the  Emperor  ^  that  Britain 
fhould  keep  Gibraltar^  as  it  is  the  Intereft 
of  one  of  our  Allies^  that  we  fliould  lofe  the 
Poffeffion  of  this  Place  5  and  yet  we  have 
been  taught,  by  fome  profound  Sfateffnen^  to 
apprehend  the  Emperor's  Efforts  to  take  it 
from  us,  and  to  rely  on  the  Affiftance  of 
France  to  preferve  it  to  us. 

I  have  referved  to  the  laft  the  greateft  of  all 
thofe  Dangers,  which  are  reprcfented  in  the 
Enquiry  5  and  that  is  the  Danger  of  the  Pre- 
tender, 

It 


(     i6i     ) 

It  Is  there  affirmed,  *  that  one  exprefs  Ar-^ 
tick  of  the  Allicmce^  between  the  Emperor  and 
Spain,  contain  d  an  Obligatioii  i?i  Favour  of 
the  Pretender,  and  a  Stipulation  to  make  the 
Attempt  for  him  in  England,  before  opening 
the  War  in  any  other  Parts,  Nay,  this  Au-- 
thor  was  fo  well  informed  of  all  thefe  Pro- 
ceedings, that  he  gives  us  the  particular  En- 
gagements, which  the  Pretender^  in  return, 
took  towards  the  Emperor  and  Spain,  All 
thefe  Things  are  afferted  in  the  ftrongeft 
Manner, •as  founded  on  poftive  Intelligence  ; 
on  Intelligence  frojn  more  than  o?ie  Perfon  ; 
on  undoubted  lit elli gene e^  aiid  fuch  as  could 
be  entirely  depended  on.  Now  I  fufpedt  that 
the  Rnquirer  would  think  me  very  imperti- 
nent, if  I  fliould  feem  to  queftion  the  Autho- 
rity of  his  Intelligence  ;  and  yet  I  verily  be- 
lieve, that  I  have  better  Reafons  to  do  fo, 
than  he  had  to  depend  upon  it,  when  he  writ 
the  Words  I  have  quoted.  But  we  will  wave 
faying  any  Thing  more  on  a  Point,  on  which 
It  is  proper  for  neither  of  us  to  fpeak  plain. 
His  good  Opinion  of  the  Intelligence  commu- 
nicated to  him  will  not  give  it  the  Stamp  of 
Infallibility  \  nor  will  my  bad  Opinion  de- 
ftroy  its  Credit,  The  World  will  therefore 
judge,  or  rather  has  judged,  of  the  Validity 
of  what  he  does  not  explain,  by  the  Force  or 
Weaknefs  of  the  other  Circumftances^  which 
he  enlarges  upon  \  and  by  obferving  whether 
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the  Courfe  oi  Eve?its  hath  juflify'd  this  boafted 
Intelligence  or  not.  I  have  juft  mentioned 
above  the  chief  of  iheje  Circumflances  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  great  Pvefped:  I  have  for 
this  Author^  nothing  fhall  oblige  me  to  treat 
them  more  feriouily.  I  v^dll  (liew  him  how- 
ever, that  the  Courfe  of  Eijcjits  hath  deftrov'd 
all  the  Uje  he  pretended  to  make  of  thefe 
Circumjlances^  and  that  it  has  contradicted, 
inftead  of  confirming  his  Intelligence.  He 
fays,  *■  that  the  vigorous  Refohitions  taken^ 
G7id  the  Preparations  and  DifpoJiHons  made 
by  Great-Britain,  fufpended  the  Execution  of 
this  Dejign,  I'he  Spaniards  foioid  themfehes 
obliged  to  fend  Fart  of  their  Ships  from  Cadiz 
and  St,  Andero  to  the  Weft-Indies ;  a?2d  the 

Mufcovite  Ships  retunid  home,  Very 

well !  The  Event  does  not  yet  juftify  the  hi- 

telUgence ;    but  that  is  accounted  for.     The 

Execution  of  the  Defign   v^-Ci^  fufpefided  for 

the  prefent.     The  Defgn  went  on  then  ;  and 

the  Preparations  for  an  Livafion  by   Confe- 

quence.     It  muft  have  been  fo  -,  for  we  find 

in  the   Enquiry  -f- ,    that    the    Defgn   thus 

fufpended  'was  afterwards  prevefited  by  the 

Appearance  of  a  Britifli  Fleet  on  the  Spanifli 

Coaji.    Now  let  me  defire  you,  Mr.  F)' Anvers^ 

to  take  the  Trouble  of  turning  to  Sir  fohn 

Jennings  Letter,    dated   Augiift  lo,    1726, 

and  made  publick  here ;  in  which  you  will 

find  the  Spaniards  fo  little  prepared  to  invade 

*  P<ige  51,  t  97- 
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US,  that  when  he  came  on  their  Coaft,  they 
feem'd  to  be  in  the  greateft  Confternation  ; 
that  all  the  Troops  they  could  affemble  did 
not  exceed  three  thoufand  Men  ;  and  that 
thefe  were  in  very  bad  Condition. 

I  alk  now,  is  the  Intelligence  of  the  'En-- 
quirer^    upon  this  Head,  Jiipported  by  any 
Thing  but  his  own  Affirmation  ?  Is  it  not 
contradidcd  by  the  whole  Courfe  of  Events  ? 
Does  there  appear  the  leaft  Reafon  to  believe 
that  he  had  a  fare  Foundation  to  build  upon, 
when  he  made  fuch  bold  AfTertions,  and  of 
fuch  a  Nature  ?  The  fee  ret  offenfive  T!reaty\ 
v/hich  he  talks  fo  much  of,    has  never  ap- 
peared, nor  any  Footllcps  of  it  ;  and  many 
People  are  apt  to  believe  that  it  never  exifted 
any  where  but  in  fome    People's    luxuriant 
Fancy,     Th^  feveral  Treaties  made  at  Vienna 
in  1725,  between  the  Emperor   and  Spain ^ 
have  been  long  publick  ;   and   when   it  v/as 
obferved,  fome  where  or  other ^  that  nothing 
was  contained  in  them  like  what  the  'Enqui- 
rer had  aflerted,  the  Enquirer  was  given  up. 
He  was  fa  id  to  be  mijlaken.     The  Article^  in 
favour  of  the  Pretender^  was  faid   to  be  in 
fome  other  T!reaty  -,    and  afterwards  in   no 
formal  T'reaty.     It  was  not  a  'Treaty,    It  was 
an  Engagement,   This  may  be  call'd,  by  fome 
ill-bred  People,  jldufiiiig  ;  but  fure  I  am  that 
it  muft  pafs  for  a  direft  giving  up  of  this  Au-t 
thor ;  who  will  find,  perhaps,    if  he  pleafes 
to  enquire  into  the  Particulars  of  what  pafs'd 
on  this  Occafion,  that  the  Perfon,  who  gave 

M  2  him 


(     i64    ) 

him  thus  up^  had  fome  Share  in  fetting  him  to 

After  this,  it  is  hardly  worth  Notice,  that 
the  Author  of  the  Objervatiojis  on  the  ConduB 
of  Great-Britain  has  giveji  him  up  Hkewife  \ 
for  the  utmoft,  which  this  Writer  ventures 
to  faVj  when  he  comes  to  fpeak  of  this  £;?- 
gagemc7Jt^  afferted  by  the  Efiquirer  to  be 
contain'd  in  an  Article  of  a  T^reaty^  is  this  ; 
our  Apprehenjions  were  that  there  anight  be 
Engageme?2ts  injavour  of  the  Pretender.  Let 
the  Enquirer  confider  again,  whether  I  was 
in  the  wrong  to  advance,  that  he  had  been 
given  itp^  even  by  his  oivn  Side, 

Having  jullify'd  Vv^hat  I  prefumed  to  ad- 
vance, concerning  the  Enquiry^  I  come  now 
to  the  'Defence  of  it. 

The  Gentleman  begins  this  Defence  by 
fating  the  Cafe  (fo  he  calls  it)  as  he  did  in 
the  Enquiry  ;  and  then  he  proceeds  to  take 
Notice  ofivhat  hath  follow  dfince  the  Date  of 
that  Book  ;  that  is  to  fay,  he  reprefents  the 
Matter  in  Difpute,juft  as  it  fuits  his  Purpofe; 
leaving  out  many  Things  neceffary  to  fet  the 
whole  in  a  true  Light ;  afferting  fome  Things, 
which  have  been  never  proved ;  and  others, 
wliich  I  think  never  can  be  proved  ;  making 
what  Infinuations,  drawing  what  Conclufions 
he  thinks  fit  ;  and,  in  a  Word,  begging  the 
Queftion  in  almoft  every  Line.  It  is  hard 
to  conceive  for  what  Purpofe  this  is  done. 
The  Reafon  given,  I  am  lijre,  is  not  a  good 
one ;  fijice  the  principal  Faols  and  Reafon- 
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ingSy  upon  which  the  Strength  of  all  that  can 
be  J  aid  miiji  he  founded^  are  fo  far  from  feem- 
ing  to  be  forgot,  that  they  feem  to  be  the 
only  Things  remember  d^  or  thought  of  at 
this  Time,  and  are  the  common  Topicks  of 
almoft  every  Converfation.  There  mufl  there- 
fore  be  fome  other  Reafon  for  this  Method  of 
Proceeding  ;  and  I  can  guefs  but  o?2e.  This 
Method  may  perhaps  be  thought  proper  to 
catch  unwary  Readers,  and  to  give  a  particu- 
lar Biafs  to  their  Minds,  with  which  they  are 
to  read  and  to  judge  of  all  that  follows.  I 
could  make  ufe  oi  iht  fame  Art ;  and,  with- 
out being  at  much  Pains,  draw  up  a  State  of 
the  Cafe  very  contrary  to  that,  which  he  hath 
drawn,  and  at  leaft  ^s  plaii/ible.  But  I  think 
the  Proceeding  too  unfair  to  copy  after  it. 
I  have  indeed  no  Reafon  to  do  fo  ;  fmce, 
very  indifferent  to  all  other  Confiderations,  1 
feek  nothing  in  this  Difpute,  but  the  Difco- 
very  of  the  Truth  3  and  therefore,  as  I  will 
receive  nothing  but  what  is  fupported  by  the 
Evidence  of  FaB,  and  the  Force  of  Argu- 
ment^ fo  I  will  not  pre  fume  to  attempt  im- 
pofing  any  Thing,  void  of  both^  upon  others. 
Befides,  this  Gentleman  undertakes  to  coff- 
der  what  I  have  advanced^  either  againjl  any 
T^hing^  in  which  he  can  he  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
cern d  ;  or  upon  any  SubjeB  of  Debate^  ( of 
this  Debate  he  means )  which  appears  to  him 
to  be  of  Importance  ;  fo  that  if  I  am  able  to 
refute  all  that  he  objeflis  to  me,  in  the  De- 
fence of  this  Enquiry  y  I  refute  all  Objedlions, 
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of  any  Importance^  to  what  I  have  faid  in  my 
former  Letter  to  you  ;  and  then  I  imagine 
that  his  State  of  the  Cafe  will  do  him  no  great 
Honour,  and  his  Caufe  little  good. 

The  firft  Point,  on  which  I  am  attacked 
by  the  'Defender  of  the  'Enquiry  is,  on  the 
Turn,  (  fo  he  calls  it )  which  I  have  given  to 
the  very  Beginning  of  this  "whole  Scene.  He 
means  the  Vienna  Alliance, 

Let  us  fee  therefore  whether  it  is  He  or  /, 
(  for  one  of  us  may,  perhaps,  have  done  fo  ) 
who  hath  endeavour'd,  in  treating  this  Sub- 
ject, to  turn  every  Thing  to  the  Service  of 
fome  other  Caufe  than  that  of  T'ruth. 

In  the  'Enquiry^  he  reprefented  the  'Viejina 
Alliance,  as  to  the  Manner,  and  as  to  the 
Matter  of  it,  to  be  one  of  the  m.oft  aftoniili- 
ing  Fhcenomena,  w^hich  ever  appeared  in  the 
political  World.  What  Surprize  to  fee  two 
Princes,  Rivals  almofl:  from  their  Infancy, 
two  Powers,  that  could  hardly  be  kept  withift 
the  Bounds  of  common  Decency  towards  one 
another,  privately  running  into  one  another  ^ 
Arms,  as  he  exprefles  himfelf  ?  What  a  Sur- 
prize to  fee  the  Emperor  abandon  the  Media- 
tion of  Great-Britain  and  France  -,  to  the 
fiif  of  whom  he  and  his  Family  owed  fo 
many  Obligations ;  and  to  the  lafi  of  whom, 
in  Conjundion  with  the  firft,  he  owed  the 
Acquifition  of  Sicily,  and  the  other  Advan- 
tages of  the  ^adruple  Alliance  ?  What  a 
Surprize  to  fee  Spain  abandon  this  Mediation, 
juft  in  the  Moment,  (as  my  Adverfary  has 

extremely 
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extremely  well  obferved)  when  the  Interefts  of 
the  Duke  of  Farma  were  in  /Agitation ;  In- 
terefts,  which  Spain  had  extremely  at  Heart ; 
and  in  the  fupporting  which,  (lie  had  Reafon 
to  think  herfelf  fure  of  Succefs  againft  the 
Emperor ;  becaufe  the  Mediators  had  taken 
fecret  Engagements  with  her  to  favour  thefe 
Interefts,  by  one  of  the  l^reaties  made  at 
Madrid  in  172 1  ?  What  a  Surprize  to  fee 
Spain  do  this,  and  in  doing  it,  not  only  fore- 
go the  Advantages,  which  the  Mediators  had 
procured  and  v/ere  to  procure  for  her,  in 
many  Refped:s  ;  particularly  in  that  favourite 
Point,  the  Succeffion  of  Don  Carlos  ;  but 
make  fo  bad  a  Bargain  for  herfelf  at  Vienna^ 
that  the  Emperor^  according  to  this  Author^ 
and  indeed  I  think  according  to  the  Truth, 
gaind  every  Things  and particiilarh  the  Gua- 
ranty of  his  own  SucceJJion  ? 

All  this,  it  mud  be  confefs'd,  appeared 
wonderful,  and  excited  a  ftrong  Curioiity  to 
know  what  were  the  Springs  of  fo  great,  and, 
according  to  thefe  Reprefentations,  fo  fudden 
a  Revolution  of  Counfels  and  Interefts.  But 
here  we  were  dropp'd.  The  Enquirer  fpent 
much  Time,  and  took  much  Pains  to  ihew 
what  did  not  occajion  it  ;  but  I  have  not  ob- 
ferved, that  he  pretended  to  fhew  what  did  \ 
unlefs  he  meant,  that  we  fliould  take,  for 
Caufes  of  it,  tliofe  terrible  Defigns,  which 
he  imputes  to  the  E?nperor  and  the  King  of 
Spain,  Our  Mini/lers,  who  feem  to  have 
forefeen  fo  little  that  France  and  Spain  might 
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break  ;  and  that  the  Negotiations^  then  ori  • 
J'oot,  might  be  thrown  into  Confufion,  or 
take  foine  new  Courfe,  by  this  Rupture  ; 
grew  it  feems  prodigioufly  alert  and  fagacious 
afterwards.  They  did  not  fore  fee  what  hap- 
pened ;  but  they  difcover'd  ftrange  Myfleries 
of  Iniquity,  conceal'd  under  this  Tranfadtion, 
when  it  had  happeiid^  and  thefe  Myfteries 
we  find  pompoufly  unfolded  in  the  E7iquiry\ 
with  all  the  Irnproveme7its  and  Embe!UJJ:mentSy 
which  the  Author*s  luxuriant  Fancy  could 
beftow  upon  them.  Now  fuppbfihg  thefe 
Difcoveries  to  have  been  real,  the  Things  fo 
difcover'd  can  be  look'd  upon  no  otherwife 
than  as  Circumftances  of  the  general  Mea- 
fure  ;  the  Meafure,  which  the  Emperor  and 
Spain  took,  of  treating  by  themfejves  and  for 
themfelves  ;  and  therefore  they  wanted  to  be 
accounted  for  as  much  as  the  Meafure  itfelf ; 
but  upon  this  Head,  I  fay,  the  Enquirer  gave 
us  no  Satisfadion.  Far  from  explaining  to  us 
wh^t  might  induce  Spain  to  take  fuch  a  Re- 
folution,  at  that  particular  Point  of  Time, 
rather  than  at  any  other  ;  he  did  not  afford 
Us  the  leaft  Hiiit  to  guefs,  why  we  fhould  take 
it  at  all  ;  and  yet  fo  ftrange  an  EffeB  muft 
have  had  fome  very  confiderable  Caufe  -,  too 
confiderable  certainly  to  be  abfolutely  a  Se- 
cret, and  even  beyond  the  Reach  of  Con- 
jedlure. 

This  remarkable  Defed:  was,  I  believe,  felt 
by  every  Perfon,  w^ho  read  the  Enquiry;  and 
ihereforej  in  the  Progrefs  of  the  Difpute,  the 
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Writers  of  the  fame  Side  thought  It  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  aflign  fome  Caiife^  which 
might  appear  proportionable  to  fuch  extraor- 
dinary Effedls ;  and  which,  at  the  fame  Time^ 
might  not  be  inconfiftent  with  what  their 
great  Mafter,    the   'Enquirer^   had  advanced. 
The  Talk  was  not  eafy;  and  indeed  they  have 
fucceeded  accordingly.     Some  laid  the  Caicfe 
of  all  in  that  inveterate  Rancour^  which  they 
fuppofed  the  Court  of  Spain  to  have  concei- 
ved again  ft  us,  on  two  Accounts ;  the  Pro- 
mife  made  by  Lord  Stanhope  about  Gibraltar^ 
and  the  Defeat  of  the  SpanlJIj  Fleet  in  the 
Mediferra?iean,     When  this  was  exploded, 
and  I  think  it  was  fo  as  foon  as  examined, 
they  had  Recourfe  to  another  Syftem  ;  a  very 
ftrange  one  indeed  ;  for  it  declares  that  the 
Emperor^   France ^    and  Great-Britain^    the 
three  contradling  Powers  with  Spain  in  the 
^adruple  Alliance^  afted  the  moft  perfidious 
Part  imaginable  in  that  whole  Proceeding  % 
fuch  a  Part  as  Ferdinand  the  Catholick^  or 
Lewis  the  Xlth,  would  have  ftartled  at.  The 
Succeffion  of  T>07i  Carlos  was,  it  feems,  *  a 
Point,  which  all  the  Pozvers  of  Europe  ftre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  ;  which  the  Emperor^    vjho 
had  already  obtain'd  his  Defires,  in  the  Affair 
of  Sicily^  could    not  be  for  ;  to  w^hich   thd 
French   were  averfe  ;   which  Great-Britain 
had  Reafon    to   oppofe   and  prevent  \    and 
which  it  was  plain  that  the  Spaniards  could 
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never  carry  in  a  Cciigrefs,  ^.vbere  every  Party. 
ii-as  an  Enemy  to  their  Intentions.  Surely  no- 
thing lb  extravagant ;  nothing  fo  infolent  as 
this  was  ever  yef  advanced  !  If  you,  Mr. 
jy u4.nver$^  had  prefumed  even  to  infinuate 
any  Thing  hke  it,  I  beheve  you  would  have 
been  proiecuted  v/ith  all  the  Severity  poffible  ; 
and  I  .am  fure  you  would  have  been  given  up 
by  all  your  Friends.  Neither  can  I  conceive 
how  the  Enquirer^  who  is  io  zealous  an  Af- 
fertor  of  our  Honour  in  the  Obfervation  of 
treaties,  could  pafs  by  inch  an  Imputation  as 
this,  without  darting  his  Thunder  at  the  im- 
pious Head,  who  devifed  the  Slander  ^  unlefs 
he  thinks  it  an  irremiffible  Sin  to  account  for 
any  Thing  in  Contradiction  to  himfelf ;  and 
a  venial  Fault  to  accufe  Great-Britain  and 
France^  as  v/ell  as  the  Emperor^  of  fomething 
worfe  than  a  Violation  of  "Treaties ;  even  of 
making  them  Vv^ith  a  Defign  to  break  them ; 
and  of  obliging  a  Prince,  by  long  Negotiations^ 
and  by  a  J4^ar^  to  accept  Conditions,  which 
they  never  intended  fhould  be  made  good  to 
him. 

Amongft  others,  I  prefumed,  at  laft,  to 
account  for  this  great  Eveiit  upon  Principles, 
which  I  believed  to  be  true,  notvvithftanding 
all  that  I  read,  in  the  Enquiry ;  and  which  I 
itill  bdieve  to  be  true,  notwlthftanding  all 
that  is  faid  againft  them,  in  the  Deferice  of 
the  Enquiry, 

The  Defender  begins  with  quoting  two  or 
three  PaSas^es,  which  relate  to  the  fendino: 
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back  the  Infanta^  and  the  Point  of  the  file 
Mediation^  out  of  my  Letter  to  you  ;  and 
then,  without  difproving  the  Fads,  or  fo 
much  as  mentioning  the  Argument  grounded 
upon  them,  he  pretends  that  the  whole  is  hy- 
pothetical ^  and  thinks  it  would  be  a  full  and 
fufficient  Reply  to  m^e,  to  frame  a  Scheme  on 
the  other  Side,  and  to  oppofe  Stippojitio?!  to 
Suppojition  \  ajid  one  arbitrary  Interpret atio7i 
of  Appearances  to  another  -,  after  which  he 
proceeds  to  frame  fuch  a  Scheme  ;  partly  on 
Fadls,  which  he  would  have  us  beheve  true  ; 
and  partly,  as  he  fays  himfelf,  from  his  ow7z 
Inve?2tion  ;  and  this  he  thinks  proper  to  op- 
pofe, in  a  ludicrous  Manner,  to  the  Account 
I  have  given. 

Now,  if  it  fhall  appear,  on  Examination, 
that  I  have  built  upon  undeniable  Fadts,  and 
have  reafon'd  juflly,  inftead  of  building  on 
Si/ppoftionSy  and  giving  arbitrary  Interpret 
tat  ions  to  Appearances,  this  Authors  Smart- 
nefs  will  turn  upon  himfelf;  and,  inftead  of 
fliewing  that  I  deferved  no  Anfwer,  he  will 
only  have  {hewn  that  he  was  unable  to  give 
me  a  good  one. 

Let  us  enter  into  this  Examination. 

I  afnrm'd,  and  I  do  flill  affirm,  that  from 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  oiOrleafts,  the  Spanif!} 
Minifters  were  full  of  Fears  and  Jealoulies 
about  the  compleating  the  Infanta's  Marriage 
with  the  King  of  Frafice,  Neither  do  I  find 
any  Thing  urged  in  the  Defe?2ce  of  the  En^ 
quiry,  to  deftroy  the  Credibility  of  this  Fad. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  if  it  was  proper  to  defcend  into  Par-^ 
ticulars  of  fo  delicate  a  Nature,  it  would  not 
be  at  all  difficult  to  demonftrate,  from  a  Con^ 
fideration  of  the  Change,  which  was  made  in 
the  French  Miniftry,  and  of  the  Difference  of 
perfonal  Situations,  Interefls  and  Views,  that 
altho*  there  never  could  have  been  Room  for 
fuch  Fears  and  Jealoufies  as  thefe,  while  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  had  lived,  yet  there  was 
great  Room  for  entertaining  them,  under  the 
Adminiftraiion  of  his  SucceJJor,  But  this  is 
not  all.  Thefe  Fears  and  Jealoufies  increafed 
and  ftrengthen'd  daily,  in  the  Minds  of  the 
Spanijh  Miniflers ;  and  if  this  Author  pleafes 
to  enquire,  I  believe  he  will  find,  or  elfe  his 
Prompters  deal  very  unfairly  by  him,  that 
the  Delay  and  Excufes  of  the  Court  of  France 
about  performing  the  Ceremony  of  the  Fian- 
cialleSy  which  Spain  expefted  fhould  have 
been  performed  foon  after  the  Time,  at  which 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  dy'd,  confirmed,  in  the 
highefl;  Degree,  the  Sufpicions  already  taken. 
The  Ceremony  of  the  Fiancialles  would  have 
fecured  the  Marriage.  What  other  Effe6l 
then  could  Excufes  and  Delays  in  this  Affair 
produce,  but  that,  which  I  have  mentioned  ? 

The  Enquiry  *  fays,  that  the  Refolution  of 
the  Court  o/' France,  relating  to  the  Infanta, 
did  not  come,  no  720t  in  Sufpicion,  to  Madrid, 
till  March  8.  N.  S.  1724-5.  If  he  means 
the  particular  Refolution  of  fending  her  back 
at  fuch  a  deter?ninate  Time^  that  is  nothing  to 
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the  Purpofe,  how  much  foever  the  Affirma- 
tion might  impofe,  when  it  was  made  ufe  of 
at  firft,  and  before  this  Matter  had  been  fuf- 
iiciently  canvafs'd.  But  if  the  Refolution  of 
fending  the  Infanta  back,  at  fome  liime  or 
other ;  in  plain  Terms,  the  Refolution  of  nof^ 
compleating  her  Marriage  with  the  King  of 
France^  be  meant ;  then,  I  fay,  that  I  might 
very  juftly  have  fet  this  Affertion  down  in  the 
Lift  of  thofe,  w^hich  are  made  in  the  Book 
without  a  ftrid:  Regard  to  T'riith ;  for  it  is 
undeniably  true,  that  the  EpantJJo  Minifters, 
in  foreign  Courts,  entertained  this  Sufpicion 
above  a  Year  before  that  Time.  It  is  equally 
true,  that  feveral  Months  before  that  Time 
they  fpoke  of  this  Meafure,  as  a  Thing  they 
expefted  3  and  I  add,  that  feveral  private 
Perfons,  at  leaft,  writ  from  Madrid^  in  the 
fame  Stile,  to  their  Correfpondents  in  other 
Countries.  Of  all  this  I  am  as  fure,  as  I  am 
fure  1  now  hold  a  Pen  in  my  Hand  ;  or  that 
a  Pamphlet,  caird  a  Defence  cf  the  'Enquiry^ 
is  now  lying  before  me ;  and  therefore  neither 
the  Authority  of  the  Enquiry^  nor  any  better 
Authority  can  perfuade  me,  that  the  Sufpicion 
of  a  Defign  to  fend  the  Infanta  back  from 
France  did  not  come  to  Madrid  ////  March 
1724-5  ;  becaufe  it  would  be  abfurd  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Minifters  of  that  Court  were 
lefs  inform'd  or  lefs  jealous  about  an  Affair, 
of  this  Importance,  than  private  Perfons  ;  or 
that  the  repeated  Advices,  which  muft  have 
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come  from  the  Spanifi  Minifters  abroad^  made 
no  Impreffion  upon  thofe  at  home. 

This  Fad:  is,  I  think,  pretty  well  efta- 
bllfli'd  ;  and  the  others  I  am  to  mention  will 
occafion  no  Difpute.  They  are  thefe.  The 
Spaniards  ^  firft  took  the  Refolution  of  throw- 
ing off  the  Mediation^  and  of  treating  at 
Vienna  in  Nov,  1724  ;  and  Ripperdds  full 
Powers  were  fign'd,  according  to  the  Rnquirjy 
on  the  22d  of  that  Month  ;  that  is,  about  a 
Year  after  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 
Soon  after  this,  the  Negotiation  was  begun  ; 
but  the  Treaties^  in  which  it  terminated,  were 
not  fign'd  till  the  laft  of  April  and  the  firft 
of  M^^,  1725. 

Thefe,  I  prefume,  are  FaBs^  and  not  Sup- 
ojitions.  Let  it  now  be  confider'd  how  I 
argue  upon  them ;  and  whether  my  Reafon- 
ing  be  nothing  more  than  an  arbitrary  Inter- 
fret  at  ion  of  Appearances^  as  the  Author  of 
the  Defence  hath  rafhly  pronounced,  bat  not 
ventured  to  attempt  to  prove.  The  Sum  of 
my  Argument  is  this.  Since  the  Spaniards 
cxpedted  that  the  Infanta  would  be,  a  little 
fooner,  or  a  little  later,  fent  back  from  France^ 
they  expected  to  find  themfelves,  a  little 
fooner,  or  a  little  later,  obliged  in  Honour  to 
(liew  a  due  Refentment  of  this  Affront  \  to 
fend  back  the  Princeffes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourhon  from  Spain  -,  and  to  break  oft'  that 
Correfpondence,  which  had  fubfifted  between 
the  two  Courts,  from  Spaifi^  Acceffion  to  th 


m 


Enquiry,   P^ge  15. 


Sluadruple 


(     175    ) 

^adriiple  Alliance  \  and  which  had  been  fo 
intimate,  during  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans,    They  could  not  torefee  how  long  this 
Rupture  might  laft  ;  becaufe  they  could  not 
forefee  how  foon  a  Change  would  be  made  in 
the  French  Miniftry,  and  Satisfa6lion  be  gi- 
ven them  for  this  Ajf'ront ;  but   they  could 
not  fail  to  forefee,  that  if  this  Event  fliould 
happen^    during   the  Congrefs   of  Camhray^ 
fomething  worfe  than  the  Affrojzt  would  fol- 
low, and  they  mufl  remain  in  the  moil  aban- 
don'd  Condition  imaginable  ;  broke  with  one 
Mediator  ;  not  fure  of  the  other  5   the  Empe- 
ror in  Poffeffion  of  Sicily  ;  and  the  reciprocal 
Condition,  in  favour  oi  Don  Carlos^   not  ef- 
fedlually  fecured  to  them.     Theie  Things  are 
fo  intimately    and  neceirarily  tied    together, 
that  I  can  as  little  difcover  how  it  is  poffible 
to   allow  the  Jirjl  FaB^    which  regards  the 
Sufpicions  and  Expe6tations  of  the  Spaniards^ 
and  deny  the  Conjequences^  which  follow ;  as 
I  can  fee  how  it  is  poffible  to  contradidl,  with 
the  lead   Appearance  of  Reafon,  a  FaB  io 
publickly  known,  fupported  by  fo  many  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  juftify'd  by  fo  many  Confe- 
quences  as  the  firji  is.     The  probable  Argu- 
ments employed  in  the  Defence^  and  which, 
it  may  be  pretended,  Vv^ill  ferve  to  prove  that 
though  the  FaB  were  true,  and  the  Sufpicion 
I  have  infifted  on,    was   entertain'd  by  the 
Court  of  Madrid  ;  yet  that  it. did  not  produce 
the  Effects  of  throwiu":^  Spain  into  the  En- 
gagement (he  took  at  Vienna y   will  he  conii- 
•  dcr'd  piefently.  Thus 


(  7^  ) 

Thus  far  then,  as  we  have  a  Dedudlion  of 
Faois,  not  of  Suppofitions  ;  fo  we  have  a 
Thread  of  confequential  Arguments,  not  a 
Rhaplody  of  arbitrary  Interpretations  of  Ap- 
pearances, The  Cafe  is  fairly  ftated  ;  and  no 
imaginary  Scheme  is  offer 'd  to  be  itnpofed  for 
"Truth,  The  Probability,  which  refults  from 
this  State,  is  confirmed,  and  I  think  tiirn'd  in- 
to Certainty  by  the  Event,  By  the  State 
above-mention'd,  it  was  probable  that  Spain 
would  take  Meafures,  in  Time,  again  ft  the 
Diftrefs,  to  which  fhe  muft  forefee  that  fhe 
flood  expofed.  Accordingly,  the  Spaniards 
began  to  treat  at  Vienna,  before  the  Infanta 
was  fent  from  France^  (which  is  a  Fadl  al- 
low'd  on  all  Hands )  that  they  might  prepare 
for  the  wo?^/i  ;  and  whtw  I  add,  that  they 
delayed  concludifig  their  I'reaty^  or  that  the 
Conclufion  of  their  Treaty  was  delayed,  till 
:'what  they  feard  happen  d\  what  do  I  affirm 
more  than  what  my  Adverfary  allows  ?  He 
had  faid,  at  firft,  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  fignd  at  Vienna,  before  what  Spain 
feard  from  France  was  known  there.  He 
has  correded  that  Affertion  ;  and  has  faid, 
that  as  the  'Treaty  of  Peace  was  agreed  to  at 
Vienna  before  what  S^dAn  fear  d  from  France 
was  known  at  Vienna  to  have  happened  5  fo  it 
was  fgnd  before  the  Refujdl  of  Britain  could 
be  known  there  5  that  is,  the  Refufal  of  the 
fole  Mediation,  The  firf  Point  then  is  yield- 
ed to  me.  The  Spaniards  did  not  adtuallv 
fign  at  Vie?2na^  till  the  News  cpme  thither,  of 

the 


(     -^77    ) 

the  Infantas  being  adlually  fent  from  France ; 
though  they  had  fettled  and  agreed  then- 
Terms  with  the  Imp.erialifts,  on  the  Know- 
ledge that  (lie  would  be  fcnt  away.  On  the 
fecond  Foint^  all  that  I  urged,  as  Fad:  or  Ar- 
gument, ftands  in  the  fame  Force  it  did  be- 
fore ;  for  I  defire  th'n  Author  may  not  be 
indulged  in  a  Liberty  I  fhall  never  take  with 
him,  nor  any  one  elfe  ;  the  Liberty  of  carry- 
ing my  Aflirmatlons,  by  ftrain'd  Conftrudi- 
ons,  farther  than  the  plain  and  natural  Lxiport 
of  the  Terms  I  employ, 

\\\  Oppofition  to  Fiiblicola^   I  iliew'd  that 
the  Manner,  in  which  he  affirmed  the  Treaty 
of  Vieiina  to  have  been  fign'd  before  the  Re- 
fufal  of  the  Mediation  was  known  there,  did 
not  refute  Raleigh  \  on  Account  of  fome  pof- 
fible  Circmnflajices^   there  mentioned.     Now 
this  Author   has  been    forced   to   leave   the 
Proof,   drawn  from  thofe /(5/^'^/^  Circianflan- 
ces^  juft  as  he  found  It.     There  is  no   Proof, 
fays  lie,  but  the  bare  Fojfibility  here  infifted  on, 
I  lay  more.     The  Argument  is  as  ftrong  a- 
gainfl  him,   as  againft  Fublicola  ;    for   even 
after  the  Advantages   taken  over   Fublicola^ 
for  not  expreffing  himfelf  clearly,  this  Au- 
thor hd.s,  for  Reaions  eafy  to  be  guefs'd,  ex- 
prefs'd  himfelf  in  a  Manner  liable  to  the  fame 
Objeftion.     The  Peace  ivas  fi-gnd^    he  fays, 
before  the  Refufal  of  Britain  could  be  known. 
What !  before  it  could  be  known  by  certain 
and  dire^  Intelligence  \  or  before  it  could  be 
known   in  Form^  after  the  tedious   Round, 
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which  this  Refoliitlon   was  to  take  ?  That  is 
not  explain'd ;  and  yet  that  was  the  fingle 
Point,   on  which  any  Thing  could  be  faid  to 
the   Purpcfe.      In  fhort,    we  purfued,    with 
great  Steadinefs,  our  wife  Maxims  of  negled:- 
ing  Spain^  and  of  adhering  clofely  to  France ; 
infomuch  that  thofe,   who  wifli'd  us  no  good, 
were  perhaps  heard,    when  they  infinuated 
that,  far  from  contributing  to  ward  off  a  Blow 
fo  much  apprehended  by  Spaiji^  we  privately 
abetted  France^   in  her  Defign  of  breaking 
the  Match^  and  imagined  by  that  Meafure 
to  eftablifh  an  irreconcilable  Quarrel  between 
the  two  Courts.     The  Spaniards^  as  well  as 
the  Imperialijisy    had  Reafon  to  believe,  from 
our  whole  Condud,  that  w^e  fliould  not  ac- 
cept the  Jble  Mediation^  which  had  been  of- 
fer'd  to  us ;  and  was  it  then  flrange  that  the 
for?ner^  neglected  by  us^  provoked  by  France^ 
fhould  prefs  the  figning  this  'Treaty^  without 
waiting  long  for  our  Anfwer  ;   or  that  the 
Emperor^    v/ho  got  fo  much  by  the  Bargain, 
fhould  confent  to  it  ? 

Having  been  thus  led  to  the  Affair  of  the 
fole  Mediation,  which  I  had  hitherto  omitted 
to  fpeak  of,  in  order  to  avoid  Confufion,  I 
fliall  confider  it  here,  as  fir  as  this  Author  has 
made  it  ncceflary  for  me.  In  my  Letter  to 
you,  Mr.  D'Anvers,  I  dwelt  a  good  deal 
upon  it.  I  placed  it  in  every  Light,  and  de- 
bated all  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  as  well  as  I 
was  able.     Now,  if  what  I  ur2;ed  was  abfurd 
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and  nothing  to  the  Parpofe,  this  Author . 
ihould  have  fliewn ,  in  general ,  that  it 
did  not  deferve  a  more  particular  Anfwer. 
If  what  I  urged  was  clear  and  ftrong,  as 
fome  People  imagine  it  •  was,  this  Autloor^ 
who  declares  himfelf,  in  every  Point,  of  a 
contrary  Opinion,  fnould  have  had  the  Good- 
nefs  to  examine  and  refute  my  Arguments. 
How  it  happens  I  know  not ;  but  this  great 
Mafler  of  po!c?nical  Writing  hath,  in  every 
Inftance,  upon  this  Occafion,  avoided  to  en- 
ter into  the  Argument.  He  hath  dwelt  on 
the  Outfide  of  Things,  and  hath  generally 
cavill'd  at  Circumftances. 

I  have  juft  now  given  a  ftrong  Inftance  of 
this  5  and  I  lay  hold  of  the  Opportunity  to 
tell  this  Gentleman^  that  I  am  no  Apologifl 
for  Spain ^  tho'  he  endeavours  to  fix  that  Cha- 
rader  upon  me  by  an  Innuendo^  fo  very  fine,^ 
that  I  WMS  for  fome  Time  at  a  Lofs  to  find 
out  his  Meaning.  I  neither  founded  to  Arms 
againft  the  Spaniards^  two  Years  ago  ;  nor 
am,  at  prefent,  an  Advocate  for  bearing  their 
Delays  and  their  Infults,  I  neither  aggravated^ 
two  Years  ago,  the  Depredations  and  Hofti- 
lities  committed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  hy  the 
Spaniards  \  ^"  and  thofe  Violences,  by  "which  the 
whole  Commerce  of  Jamaica  hath  been  well 
nigh  dejlroydy  and  the  "trade  of  that  If  and 
reduced  to  a  miferable  Condition  3  nor  do  I 
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now  foften  in  their  Favour,  and  call  thefe 
Outrages  and  LolTcs  b  the  gentle  Name  of 
*  Inco?2ve?iiencies  attending  a  State  of  Un^ 
£e7^tainty. 

But  to  return.  Having  given  an  Inflance 
oi  this  Autho7^'s  cavilling  at  Circumftances  not 
material  in  the  Difpute  ;  I  {hall  now  give 
fome  Inftances  of  his  affirming  over  again,  by 
way  of  Anfwer,  what  had  been  refuted  be- 
fore 3  and  when  I  have  done  this,  I  fhall 
have  taken  Notice  of  all  that  he  fays,  upon  the 
Suhjed:  of  the /o/^  Mediation, 

Firjl  then  he  fays,  that  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Negotiations  going  on  at  Vienna  was  a 
iuft  Reafon  to  decline  this  Offer,  which  he 
fuppofes  to  have  been  a  mej'-e  Piece  of  Mockery. 
But  he  does  not  fD  much  as  pretend  to  fay  a 
Word,  in  anfwer  to  what  I  infijfted  upon,  as 
an  Advantage  in  accepting  this  Mediation, 
even  fuppofmg  it  offer'd  to  us  without  any 
Defign  that  we  fliould  concern  ourfelvesin  it. 
He  does  not  pretend  fo  m.uch  as  to  controvert 
what  I  urged,  to  prove  that  the  worfe  Opi- 
nion we  had  of  the  Defigns  carry 'd  on  at 
Vienna,  the  more  Reafon  there  was  to  catch 
at  this  Offer  of  the  Mediation, 

Secondly,  he  infifts,  that  we  could  not  ac- 
cept this  Mediation^  with  a  due  Reo-ard  to 
our  Alliance  with  France  ;  and  he  fuppofes, 
that  this  Reafon  will  be  thought  juft  by  all 
thcfe,  who  do  not  think  the  Breach  of  Faith ^ 
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and  the  Violation  of  Treaties,  Matters  of  710 
Concern,  Here  again  is  another  charitable 
Tn?iuendo,  But  let  it  pafs.  It  would  be  ealy 
to  flrengthen  all  that  was  faid,  on  this  Sub- 
ject, in  my  Letter  to  you,  by  (hewing  the 
Difference  between  fuch  a  Stipulation  as  this 
of  a  joint  Mediation^  and  the  Covenants, 
which  Princes  and  Scates  enter  into  with  one 
another,  about  their  mutual  Interefts.  But 
there  is  no  need  of  it  ;  fmce  this  Author^ 
who  thinks  fit  to  infift  on  this  Point,  hath 
not  thought  fit  to  anfwer  any  one  of  the  Ar- 
guments, urged  by  me,  to  prove  that  France 
could  not  have  complained  of  us,  if  we  had 
accepted  this  Mediation  \  and  yet  there  were 
fome  Dilemma's  laid  dov/n,  which  feem'd  to 
deferve  a  Solution. 

Laftly\  he  pretends  that  I  aflirm'd,  againjl 
the  mojl  publick  FaBs^  and  the  plaineji  Ap- 
pearances^ what  I  faid  to  fhew  that  our  Ac- 
ceptance of  the  Mediation  m.ufc  have  been 
agreeable  to  France  ;  and  yet  what  I  faid  was 
founded  on  publick  Faois^  and  the  plaineji 
Appearances  y  which  he  has  not  touch'd,  be- 
caufe  he  durft  not  deny  them.  It  is  really 
very  ftrange,  that  fo  confiderable  an  Author 
Ihould  continue  to  write,  when  he  can  nei- 
ther find  out  new  Arguments^  nor  anfv/er  the 
Objedions  made  to  old  ones. 

Having  now  difpatclfd   the  Point  of  the 

file  Mediation^  it  remains  that  I  fay  fomething 

.to  thofe  probable  Argnmejits^  ( if  they  deferve 
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that  Name,  which  I  have  civilly  given  them) 
by  vi'hich  this  Gentleman  pretends  to  deftroy 
what  is,  I  think,  eftabhfli'd  on  the  fohd  Foun- 
dation of  FaB  and  Reafon^  concerning  the 
Meafure  taken  in  France^  after  the  Death  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Orleans^  to  break  the  Match 
with  the  Infanta^  and  the  Confequence  of 
that  Meafure,  the  throwing  Spain  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Emperor, 

Now  &iC  fjji  of  thefe  Arguments  is,  that 
the  Court  of  Spain  did  not  mention  this  Jlf- 
front  from  France^  as  any  Inducement  to  the 
Tranfadion  at  Vieiina  -,  and  that  any  fuch 
mention  would  have  been  inconfiflent  with 
other  Declarations  made,  to  Mr.  Stanhope  at 
Madrid.  Very  v^ell.  It  is  then  an  e{lablifli*d 
Pvule,  that  v/e  are  not  to  believe  a  Court  has 
Motives  for  their  Condu6i,  which  Motives 
they  do  not  own  ,  altho'  \Mt  have  the  ftrongeft 
Reafons  im.aginable  to  beh'eve  fuch  Motives 
true.  Another  Pvule,  which  this  Author 
would  do  well  to  eftablitli  at  the  famiC  Time, 
and  which  is  founded  on  as  much  Reafon  as 
the  former,  is  this ;  that  we  are  to  believe  all 
the  Motives^  which  a  Court  thinks  fit  to  give 
out,  to  account  for  their  Conduct ;  altho'  we 
have  the  plaineft  Proofs  imaginable  that  thefe 
Motives  are  falfe.  Such  Logick  as  this  was 
never  introduced  into  Politicks^  I  believe,  be- 
fore ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  you,  Mr. 
D'Anvers,  willexcufe  me,  if  I  fpend  no  Time 
in  anfv^ering  it.  Let  me  defire  you  however, 
before  I  leave  this  Argument,  to  turn  to  the 


(     i83    ) 

13th  and  14th  Pages  of  the  Enquiry ,  where 
you  will  find  that  the  E?iquirer  lays,  the  /;;/- 
perial  Minifters  at  Cambray^  at  JLondon  and 
at  Paris,  talked  the  very  Language,  which 
the  Defender  of  the  Enquiry  fays  the  Spa^ 
niards  were  alivavs  aflianied  to  make  ufe 
of  ^.  Nay,  the  Enquirer  adds,  that,  upon 
the  firjl  pub  lick  News  of  the  Vienna  Treaty  at 
IV^adrid,  the  Difcourfes  of  many  were  taught 
to  run  that  Way,  and  to  dwell  upon  that  fame 
popular  T'opick. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  Arguments  is  this.  If 
the  News  of  fending  back  the  Infanta  from 
France,  and  of  Great  Britain^  refufing  the 
fole  Mediation,  had  both  come  to  Madrid^ 
before  Ripperda  was  fent  fl'om  thence  -,  even 
this  could  not  have  really  been,  and  would  net 
have  heen  pretended  to  have  been,  the  Motive 
of  what  was  afterwards  done  at  Vienna.  And 
why,  pray  ?  Eecauf^  when  the  News  of  our 
refufing  the  fole  Mediation  did  come,  the 
■Court  of  Spain  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  rea- 
fonable  Proceeding.  This,  you  fee,  is  built 
on  the  Principles  laid  down  in  the  laft:  Article, 
and  deferves  no  farther  Notice.  But  on  the 
News  coming  to  Madrid,  that  the  Infaiita 
was  fent  home,  he  confeffcs  that  the  Court  of 
Spain  might,  by  fuch  Circumfances,  be  indu^ 
ced  to  try  what  honourable  Therms  the  Emperor 
would  come  to.  This  Concefiion  goes  farther 
than  he  is  aware  of  -,  for  I  defn:e  to  know  if 
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it  Is  reafonable  to  believe  that  Spain  would 
have  treated  with  the  Ejnperor^  when  the 
Cafe  had  happened,  why  it  is  unreafonable  to 
believe  that  Spai?i  did  begin  to  treat  with  him 
on  almofl  a  certain  ProJpcB  that  the  Cafe 
ijoould  happeii  ;  which  is  the  great  Point  we 
have  been  contending  about?  Ay,  but  Spain 
would  not  have  treated  with  the  Emperor  to 
hurt  Holland  and  Britain,  becaufe  Spain  l:!fid 
been  hurt  by  France  ;  nor  would  the  Empe- 
ror have  enter'd  into  a  Treaty  to  hurt  them, 
who  had  720  Fart  in  the  Affront  to  Spain  and 
never  injured  the  Emperor.  Again  ;  much 
iefs  would  the  King  of  Spain  fend  a  Minifter 
to  Viejina  to  enter  into  and  fmijld  T^reaties^ 
which  fhould  hurt  other  Nations,  upon  a 
Sufpicion  that  France  would  hereafter  /^^r^;^/ 
him.  I  could  make  feveral  Refiedions  on 
fome  of  the  Expreffions  in  this  Place  ;  and  on 
the  Turn,  which  the  Author  takes,  of  putting 
fome  very  odd  Arguments  into  my  Mouth ; 
and,  v/hat  is  ftill  more,  into  the  Mouths  of 
the  E?nperor  and  the  King  of  Spain,  But  I 
forbear;  and  content  myfelfw^ith  faying  two 
Things,  which  will  eitedually  blunt  the  Point 
of  all  the  Wit  employed  in  this  Paragraph, 
and  fully  anfwer  the  whole  of  what  is  faid 
farther,  upon  this  Subjedl,  in  the  Defence  of 
the  Enquiry, 

Fir  ft  then  ;  as  far  as  I  am  from  being,  or 
pretending  to  be,  a  Majler  in  Politicks^ 
(  v/hich  Degree  this  Writer  feems  to  have 
taken  long  ago)  I  never  imagined  that  the 
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Affront,  confider'd  merely  as  an  Affront^  pre- 
cipitated Spain  into  all  the  Engagements  {he 
took  with  the  Empercr  ;*  though,  by  the  Way, 
he  miftakes  very  much,  if  he  thinks,  as  he 
£iys,  that  he  m.ay  deny  new  frefto  Refentments 
to  determine  the  Condud:  of  Princes,  exaBly 
upon  the  fame  Grounds,  as  I  have  deny'd  that 
oldjiale  Refentments  have  this  EfFed:.  What 
I  imagined,  what  I  fald,  and  what  I  proved 
v/as,  that  this  Affront,  confider'd  as  a  necef- 
fary  Breach  with  France^  at  leaft  for  a  Time, 
would  throw  Spain  into  fach  Circumftances 
of  Diftrefs,  as  (he  was  to  prevent  by  all  poffi- 
ble  Means  -,  and  that  therefore  Reafon  of 
State  determined  in  this  Cafe  \  though  no 
doubt  the  Affroiit,  at  the  fame  Time,  pro- 
voked the  Spaniards,  Thus  I  am  confiftent 
vvith  myfelf  ;  and  the  Author  might  have 
fpared  himfclf  the  Trouble  of  writing  this  ela- 
borate Paragraph,  if  he  had  adverted  to  iily 
Senfe,  inftead  of  playing  w^ith  my  Words. 

Secondly  -,  as  to  the  Emperor,  our  Author 
IS  guilty  of  begging  the  Queftion  ;  for  the 
Emperor  will  inilft,  as  he  has  infifled,  that 
his  Engagements  v/ere  not  Engagements  to 
injure  any  Body  -^  that  he  entcr'd  into  no  of- 
fenfive  Alliance  ;  and  that,  vv'hen  he  exaded 
from  Spain  the  Guaranty  of  the  Oft  end  Tirade, 
and  of  his  Succeffon,  heexadedthe  Guaranty 
of  nothing  but  of  that,  which  he  judges  he 
has  an  independent  Right  to  eftablifh  and 
fecure.  As  to  Spain,  it  will  be  likewife  faid, 
that  when  his  Catbolick  Majejiy  treated  with 
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the  Emperor,  he  never  meant  to  hurt  other 
Natiojis,  but  to  fecure  his  c^x?2  Intcrejls -,  that 
if  his  Guaranty  of  the  0Jie7:d  "Trade  hurts  the 
Dutch  or  us^  he  is  forry  for  it  ;  but  could  no 
more  avoid  that  Engagement  than  he  could 
feveral  others,  extremely  difadvantageous  to 
himfelf,  and  into  which  he  was  however  ob- 
liged to  enter  ;  becaufe  he  was  obliged  to  pur- 
chafe  the  Emperors  JlUiance  at  any  Rate ; 
that  therefore  we  muft  not  blame  him,  who 
oppofed  the  Eftablifliment  of  the  Ojlend  Corn- 
pany,  whilft  he  could  do  it,  without  any 
Support  from  iWy  who  never  gave  his  Gua- 
ranty to  it,  till  he  was  forced  to  do  fo,  bv  the 
i\7'c'/:t^/)' of  his  Affairs  3  into  which  Neceffity 
he  was  falling  for  above  a  Year  together, 
without  feeing  the  Hand  of  Britain  once 
ftretch'd  forth  to  hinder  it.  Such  Anfwers  as 
thefe  v/ould  certainly  be  given  ;  and,  in  the 
Mouths  of  the  LnperiaUjls  and  the  Spaniards^ 
they  would  be  juft. 

If,  after  all  that  has  been  faid  this  Gentle- 
man  is  unable,  upon  my  Notions,  to  account 
for  the  King  of  Spai?2S  refolute  flying  from 
the  MedictcrJJjip  of  France,  I  am  fare  it  is 
not  my  Fault,  A  few  Sacrifices  did  indeed 
help  to  pacify  Spain,  and  to  reconcile  her  to 
France  ;  and  a  few  Sacrifices  might,  for 
aught  I  know,  have  reconciled  our  Quarrels  ; 
or,  which  is  better,  have  prevented  them.  But 
as  no  one  can  forefee  now  v/hen  fuch  Sacri- 
fices will  be  made  here  ;  fo  neither  could 
Spain^  at  the  Time  when  tlie  fent  to  Vienna, 
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forefee  when  fucli  Sacrifices  would  be  made 
in  Frajice. 

Upon  the  whole  Matter,  and  to  conclude 
this  tedious  Article ;  if  the  Way,  in  which  I 
have  endeavour'd  to  account  for  the  Refolu- 
tion  taken  by  Spain  to  abandon  the  Mediation 
of  Cambt'ay^  and  to  treat  at  Vienna^  be  not 
right  ;  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know   what  the 
right  Way  is.     No  other,  which  this  Gejitle- 
man^  or  any  reafonable  Man  will  venture  to 
fupport,  has  been  yet  pointed  out.     But  I  ap~ 
prehend  the  Account  I  have  given  to  be  a  jufl 
one  ;  becaufe  it  is  built  on  Fa6i  and  Reajhn  ; 
becaufe  the  Event  hath,    in  every  Refpeft, 
confirm'd  it ;  and  becaufe  it  fhews  not  only 
why  Spain  broke  with  France^  and  apply'd 
to  the  Emperor  ;  but  why  Spain  entered  into 
thefe  new  Meafures,  after  the  Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  ;  which  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended fhe  ever  thought  of  doing,  while  that 
Prince  was  alive.     If  now  this  Account  be  a 
juft  one,  many  melancholy  but  ufeful  Truths 
refult  from  it. 

But  I  need  not  point  out  thefe  Things, 
The  World  will  difcover  them,  without  any 
Help  of  mine,  and  will  judge  how  well  the 
Enquiry  hath  been  vindicated,  by  the  Author 
and  Defender  of  it,  upon  this  Head, 

T'be  next  Pointy  upon  v/hich  my  Eeafon- 
i?2gs  and  Imputations  are  to  be  try'd  at  his  Tri-^ 
bunal^  is  that  of  Gibraltar ;  and  here  he  fets 
out,  by  acciijing  rat  (  not  in  'Ter7ns  indeed ; 
but  in  a  Manner  almoft  as  plain  )  of  Lying  ; 
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of  dired:,  premeditated  Lying.  I  Vv'!!!  keep 
my  Temper,  though  a  Field  large  enough  is 
opened  to  me  ;  and  though  the  Provocation 
is  not  a  little  aggravated  by  the  Joleinn  Air^ 
with  which  this  Accujdtion  is  brought ;  by 
the  Pretences  to  Patience^  and  Meeknefs  and 
Ca72dour  ',  and  by  all  the  Appeals  to  God^  with 
which  my  Acciifer  hath,  in  feveral  Parts  of 
tiois  li'reatife^  endeavoured  to  captivate  the 
good  Opifiion  of  Mankind,  and  to  eitabliih 
his  own  Reputatio}!^  that  he  might  make  fure 
of  ruining  that  of  others.  He  calls  to  my 
•Mind  the  Character  of  Mopfus  in  Tasso's 
Aminta. 

di  quel  Mcpfo 

CIj  a  ne  la  lingua  melate  parole^ 
£  ne  le  labra  uri  amichevol  ghigno, 

e  il  Rajoio 

^ienjltto  il  manto. 

I  v/ill  have  the  Decency  not  to  tranflate  the 
Verfes  into  E72gliJJ:. 

It  is  not  neceflary  that  I  fhould  fay  much 
about  the  yealoujtes^  which  this  Author  feems 
to  complain  arofe  at  one  Time,  left  Gibraltar 
would  hcgiixe?2  up  or  artfully  betrnfd  into  the 
Spaniards  Hands  j  nor  about  the  vigorous  De- 
fence oiiK^  which  was  made  afterwards.  Thus 
much  however  I  will  fay,  that  v/hen  Sir  yohn 
Jennings  was  call'd  home,  with  all  the  Troops 
embark'd  on  Board  his  Squadron,  ]uft  before 
the  Siege.,  and  even  from  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Gibraltar  ^  v/hen  the  Spaniards  were  fuf- 
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fer'd,  under  Sir  Charles  JFagers  Eyes,  to 
tranlport  by  Sea  many  Things  neceffary  for 
the  Attack  of  the  Place;  and  v/hen  it  was 
known  that  the  Town  wanted  almoft  every 
Thing  neceffary  for  the  Defence  of  it,  People 
ftood  a-gaze,  and  not  without  Reafon.  The 
Cries  of  the  Nation  precipitated  at  la  ft  the 
Supplies  ;  and  the  Vigour  of  the  Garrifoii 
made  a  glorious  Ufe  of  them.' 

I  come  now  to  the  Accufation,  brought  a- 
gainft  me  by  this  Writer,  I  laid,  in  my  Let- 
ter to  you,  that  the  Spaniards  ground  their 
prefent  Claim  to  the  Reftitution  of  Gibraltar 
on  a  private  Article  in  a  T'reaty^  vdade  with 
them  in  lyzi,  fipidati?ig  the  Contents  of  a 
Letter  to  be  written  by  the  late  King,  and  on 
the  Letter,  written  in  pur  [nance  of  this  Ar- 
ticle, This  is  the  Fa(5t.  The  Accifation  is, 
that  there  is  no  fuch  Article  in  the  Treatv ; 
and  many  Words  are  employed  to  cut  off  all 
'  Pretences  of  Excufe,  and  to  pin  the  Lye  op-» 
on  me.  Now  I  defire  it  may  be  obferved, 
in  the  firft  Place,  how  very  exaft  and  know- 
ing a  Critick  this  Gentleman  is  ;  who,  after 
pronouncing  with  fo  much  E?nphafs,  that  he 
hath  read  the  Treaty  hinfelf  ^ndf?2ds  no  one 
Article  belonging  to  it,  which  hath  the  leafl 
Relation  to  this  SiibjeO:,  proceeds  to  mention 
the  Treaty,  and  quotes  a  w^O/ig  one.  No  Man 
would  have  imagined  that  flich  a  Stipulation 
could  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  defen- 
five  Alliance  between  Great-Britain,  Fra?2ce 
and  Spain  J  of  the  J3th  oijune^  1^2  i,  who 
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had  known  that  there  was  a  dlftirad:  private 
'J'reaty^  of  the  fame  Date,  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain,  But  this  it  fcems  was  a 
Secret  to  my  Acciifer ;  tho'  the  Treaty  had 
appeared  printed  in  the  fourth  Volume  of 
Rousset's  ColleBion^  when  he  comrhitted 
this  Miftake.  It  was  of  this  T'reaty  I  meant 
to  fpeak  ;  and  the  Reafon  why  I  exprefs'd  my 
felf  in  that  Manner  was  this.  I  have  had 
fome  Years  by  me  an  ExtraB  of  this  very 
T^reaty^  which  was  long  kept  a  great  Secret, 
and  for  the  keeping  of  which  Secret  there  is 
an  exprefs  Provifio7i  in  the  fixth  Article  of  it. 
When  the  Treaty  became  pubiick,  I  found 
that  my  ExtraB  of  the  feveral  Articles  was 
exaft  ;  and  therefore  I  gave  the  more  Credit 
to  the  feparate  Article^  mentioned  in  the 
fame  ExtraBy  as  belonging  to  this  Treaty y 
and  ftipulating  the  Contents  of  a  Letter  to  be 
written  by  the  late  Kirig,  The  Letter  I  never 
faw  ;  but  the  Account  I  have  had  of  it  by 
thofe,  who  have  read  it,  agrees  with  my  Ex^ 
tra5l.  All  this  induced  me  to  think  that 
there  was  fuch  a  feparate  and  more  private 
Article^  belonging  to  this  private  Treaty  \ 
nor  was  I  at  all  furprized  to  fee  the  Treaty 
come  abroad  without  this  Article  ;  knowing 
full  well  that  Treaties  often  appear,  when  the 

fecref  Articles  belonging  to  them  do  not. 

This  is  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe ;  and  will,  I 
believe,  fufficiently  juftify  me  for  what  I  writ. 
But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  my  Acciifer, 
Let  it  be,  that  no  fuch  private  Article^  as  I 
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was  led  to  fuppofe,  does  exill,   or  was  ever 
executed.     Will  he  venture  to  fay   that  no 
fuch  Article  was  drawn  upy  as  he  expreffes 
himfelf  about   the  treaty  of  Facification  ? 
Will  he  venture  to  deny  that  if  our  Mi?iijiers 
were  afraid  to  fign  Jiich  an  Article^  and  there- 
fore did  not   fign  it,   the  Reafon,   on  which 
the  Spaniards,  were  induced  to  recede  from 
this   Point,     was    that    jomething   equivalent 
{l:iould  be  done  ;  and  that  this  jomething  w^as 
his  late  Majejiys  Letter  to  the  King  of  Spain"? 
I  appeal,  in  my  Turn,  to  the  loweji  Obferver^ 
as  "well  as  the  higheft^  who  hath  gone  about  to 
deceive   Mankind  ;    this  Author  or   I  -,  this 
Author,   who  conceals  from  the  World  what 
he  knows,  or  might  know,  with  all  the  Means 
of  Information,    which  he  has  in  his  Power, 
and   what   fets  the  Matter  in  quite  another 
Light  than  he  hath  reprefented  it;  or  J,  who, 
having  not  the  fime  Means  of  Information, 
fell  into  an  undefign'd  Miftake  ;  which  does 
not  alter  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  in  favour  of 
my  Argument  3  fince  if  the  Spaniards  accept- 
ed this  Letter,  which  was  writ  in  lieu  of  the 
Article,  which  was  wolf.giid  \  their  Preten-^ 
fions  ( and  nothing  but   their  Fretenfions  are 
under  Confideration  here )    will  be  ilill  the 
fime. 

As  to  the  Letter  itfelf ;  v/hat  I  affirm  about 
it  is,  that  the  Spaniards  pretend  it  is  2ipoJitive 
Engagc?ne?2t  to  rejhre  Gibraltar  to  them.  That 
this  iliould  be  allow'd  them,  I  am  as  far  from 
a^reeinjj  as  this  Author  can  poiliblv  be  -,  but 
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that  the  Letter  is  fufficient  to  keep  up  their 
PretenJionSy  I  afiirm  -,  and  that  in  Fad:  they 
do  keep  up  their  Preteiifions,  on  this  Foun- 
dation, is  notorious.  Was  this  Gentleman  to 
difpute  the  Point  with  the  Spa?iicirds^  he  might 
comment  as  much,  and  diftinguilh  as  fubtily 
as  he  pleafed,  on  the  Terms  of  the  Letter ; 
the  others  would  iniift,  that  it  was  given  them 
as  an  'Engagement  -,  that  if  they  had  not  re- 
ceived it  as  fuch,  they  would  not  have  depart- 
ed from  the  Article  \  and  I  doubt  they  would 
be  apt  to  infinuate  that  we  could  not  have 
found  a  vcioxq  proper  Cafuiji  than.himfelf,  to 
diftinguiih  us  out  of  our  Obligations,  amongft 
their  own  Schoolmeny  or  am.ongft  all  the  Sons 
of  Loyola. 

To  fpeak  ferioufly ;  it  were  to  be  wilh'd 
extremely,  that  the  Spaniards  had  not  had  this 
Colour  for  periifting  in  their  Demand  of  Gib- 
r altar  ;  or  that  it  had  been  by  an  exprefs  and 
clear  Stipulation  taken  from  them  ;  fince  it  is 
certain  that  the  Right  andPoJjeJjion  ^/Gibral- 
tar/i  nothing  lefs  xhzxi- afcertaind  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  Preliminaries^  as  they  ftand; 
and  confequently  that  all  Claim  of  Spain  to  it 
again  is  not  extinguijlod, 

I  contradict  him  in  his  o'wn  Words,  though 
none  of  the  propereji ;  and  I  will  prove,  in 
what  I  am  going  to  fay,  either  that  he  does 
not  all  underftand  the  Matter  he  talks  fo  ma- 
gifterially  about  -,  or  that  he  attempts,  in  this 
Inftance,   to  deceive  the  World,    by  giving 

wrong 
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wrong  Interpretations  to  fome  Things,   and 
by  concealing  others. 

If  then,  although  the  Letter  of  the  late 
King  hath  given  the  Spaniards  a  Pretence  to 
claim  Gibraltar^  this  Claim  is  effedlually 
barr'd,  and  even  extingnifh'd  by  the  firft  ge- 
neral Words  oi  xhQ  Jecond  Article  of  the  Pre^ 
liminaries  -y  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  Gibral- 
tar was  noi  fpecifically  mentioned,  in  order  to 
'  prevent  any  futirre  Chicane  ?  It  will  be  faid, 
I  know,  that  as  the  King  oi  Spain  s  Acceffion 
to  the  ^adruple  Alliance  vacated  any  Pro- 
mife^  which  my  Lord  Stanhope  might  have 
made  ;  fo  the  King  of  Spain,  by  confenting 
to  thefe  Preliminaries^  has  vacated  any  En- 
gagement of  this  Kind,  which  the  Letter 
may  be  fuppofed  to  contain  ;  and  I,  perhaps, 
{liall  be  quoted  again  as  cfie^  who  mii/l  necef- 
farily  fee  the  Force  of  this  Argiunent,  Bat 
this  Author  muft  not  judge  of  my  Eye-fight 
by  his  own  ;  for  I  fee  a  manifeft  Difference 
between  the  two  Cafes,  My  Lord  Stanhope'^ 
Promife  is  faid  to  have  been  conditional ;  all 
allow  that  it  was  verbal ;  and  I  think  it  is  al- 
lowed likewife,  that  the  late  King  never  con- 
firmed it.  The  fimple  AcceflTion  of  the  King' 
of  Spain  to  the  ^ladruple  Alliance^  might 
therefore  be  thought  very  juflly  fufficient  to 
put  the  Matter,  at  that  Time,  cut  of  all  Dif- 
pute  for  the  Reafons  given  by  me,  and  quoted 
by  this  Author,  But  when  the  Preliminaries 
\vere  to  be  fettled,  the  King  of  Spaivh  Claim 
to  the  Reflittition  of  Gibraltar  refted  on  an 
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Efigi7ge/?ie/2t,  or  what  he  took  for  an  Engcjge^ 
me?it^  cnter'd  into  by  the  late  Khig,  and  un- 
der his  Majefty's  cu;;  Hand.  Befides,  this 
Engagement,  or  Promife,  whether  valid  or 
not  valid,  had  been  infifted  upon  as  valid,  irt 
a  formal  'Treaty^  and  had  been  made  the 
Foundation  of  the  Jeco^id  Article  in  the  defen- 
five  Alliance  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  which  relates  to  Gibraltar. 
It  required  therefore  fomething  more  to  put 
an  End  to  a  Claim,  founded  in  this  Manner, 
than  to  a  Claim,  founded  on  any  Promife 
that  my  horA^ Stanhope  could  make.  Thefe 
Coniiderations  could  never  efcape  the  Pene- 
tration of  that  mioft  able  Minijler^  who  ne- 
gotiated the  Preli^ninaries  ;  and  therefore  I 
conclude,  frf^  that  the  Spaniards  would  not 
confenf  that  Gibraltar  fhould  be  mentioned 
fpccifcally  in  the  fecond  Article  ;  and,  in  the 
next  Place,  that  they  could  refufe  to  confent 
to  it  on  no  Reafon  whatever,  but  this  one,^ 
that  their  Pretenfwns  to  Gibraltar  would  be 
kept  alive,  if  it  was  not  vciQwiion  d  fpecifc ally , 
noiwithftanding  the  general  Words,  fo  much 
iniifled  upon  by  this  Writer.  He  has  not 
therefore  anj^cerd  my  Demand  -,  nor  (hewn 
in  the  Preliminaries  an  Article,  *which  is  in- 
deed as  exprefs  and  effccfual  a  Confirmation  of 
our  Right  tQ  Gibraltar,  as  if  the  Word  Gib- 
raltar had  been  put  into  it.  But  he  goes  on, 
and  obferves,  that  the  latter  Part  of  this  fe- 
cond Article  greatly  jlrengthcns  the  former  ; 
bccaufe  it   is   there   ftipulated,    that  if  any 
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^hi72g  fiall  have  been  alter  d  ivith  refpe^i  to 
Rights  and  PoJfeJJio72s^  or  ?iot  have  been  put  in 
Executiony  the  Alteration  made^  or  the  Taking 
not  executed^  is  to  be  difcujsd  in  the  Congrefs^ 
and  decided  according  to  the  lienor  of  the  [aid 
T'reaties  and  Converitions  ;  that  is,  in  hisSenle, 
according  to    the   Tenor  of  the    Treaty  of 
Utrecht y  and  of  the  ^adruple  Alliance  j  for 
he  mentions  no  other,  except  that  of  Baden^ 
which  hath  nothing  to  do  here.     Now,  fays 
he,  nothings   either  as  to  the  Right  of  Great- 
Britain  to  Gibraltar,  or  to  the  Pqjjejjion  of  ii^ 
hath  been  at  all  alter  d ;  nor  hath  there  been 
any  N on- execution^  &c.     From  whence  he 
infers,  that  our  Right  to  Gibraltar  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Defcription  of  Points  lejt  to  be 
difcifsd  in  the  Congrefs,     But  how  could  he 
avoid  feeing  that  he  affumes  for  granted  the 
very  Thing  difputed  ?    No   Alteration  hath 
been  made  in  our  Right   to  Gibraltar^    fays 
he  3  therefore  this  Right  cannot  be  difcujsd. 
An  Alteration  hath  been  made  in  this  Rights 
fay  the  Spaniards^  by  a  private  Rngagement 
taken  with  us  in  172  i  ;  therefore  this  Altera- 
tion is  to  be  difcujsd  at  the  Congrejs.     Who 
doth  not  fee,  that  whether  this  Right  fiall 
be  found  to  have  been  alter  d^    and  what  the 
Alteration  imports,  are  by  this  Preliminary  to 
be  difcufsd  and  decided  at  the  Congrejs  ? 

I  think,  I  have  now  fhewn  what  I  under- 
took, and  what  this  Gentleman  challenges  me 
to  {hew ;  that  is,  I  have  (liewn  'thof  genera! 
Words  in  the  Preliminaries,  upon  which  the 
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Spaniards  may  found  a  Pretence  for  reviving 
their  Demand  or  Gibraltar ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  fince  they  have  never  ceafed 
to  make  it,  for  continuing  this  Dem.and.  But 
I  have  undertaken  fom.ething  miOre ;  and  there- 
fore will  proceed  to  flievv^  wliat  this  Gentle^ 
man  was  ignorant  of,  or  what  he  conceal'd 
very  unfairly,  becaufc  it  is  dedfive  again  ft 
him. 

I  think  he  could  hardly  be  ignorant  that 
the  Jeccnd  Article  of  the  Prcliniinaries  not 
oidy  recalls  tlie  l^reaties  of  Utrecht  and  Ba- 
den^ and  i\it, Quadruple  ylUicince,  as  he  quotes 
tlie  Article^  but  likewife  all,  T^reaties  and 
Ccrrcenticns,  -^jchich  preceded  the  Tear  1725  ; 
which  latter  Words  he  does  not  quote.  Per- 
haps, lie  judged  them  unnecefiary.  If  he  did 
fo,  he  was  much  miftaken  ;  for  by  the  5th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  1721,  between 
Great-Britain  and  Spain ^  it  is  declared,  that 
all  the  Fretenjims  of  both  Sides ^  touching  Af- 
fairs not  expofed  in  the  prefent  'Treaty^  and 
ivhich  Pretcnjions  are  not  comprehended  in  the 
fccond  Article  of  it,  fhall  be  treated  of  in  the 
future  Congref^^  which  was  at  that  Time  the 
Congrefs  at  Cajnb'ay.  Now  let  it  be  obferved,. 
that  the  Aftiilr  of  Gibraltar  is  not  one  of  the 
A&jAi'S  expolcd  in  this  Ti'reatv,  Let  it  be  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  the  Frefenfion  of  the  Spani^ 
ards  to  Gibraltar^  is  not  one  of  the  Freten- 
ilor:s  comprehended  in  the  fecond  Article  of 
it  ;  and  tl^en  let  any  Man  deny,  if  he  can, 
•  that,  in  the  intention  of  Spain^  thefe  Words 
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were  relative  to  the  Pretcrifion,  wliicli  (he  ac- 
quired by  tlie  private  ILngcgemcnt^  taken  in 
the  Letter  fo  often  quoted.  If  the  Letter 
gave  her  a  Right,  as  (lie  infills,  it  gave  her  a 
Pretenjicn  certainly  to  claim  that  Right,  and 
tliis  Pretenfwn  is  carefully  prefervcd  by  tlic 
Treaty  of  172  i.  I  do  not  fay  among  ether 
Prete?ifions  ',  for  I  think  I  may  venture  to  fliy 
that  all  other  Pretenlions  are  ipecifv'd  in  the 
T'reaty  ;  even  that  relating  to  the. free  Exerciie 
of  the  Roman  CathoUck  Religion  in  Minorca  \ 
and  therefore  thefe  Words  fcem  to  have  been 
fingly  apply 'd  to  ^S^Q,'Pretellj:ons  of  utain  on 
Gibraltar.  Will  not  the  Spaniards  now  in- 
fill:, upon  thefe  Foundations,  that  they  enjoy 'd, 
in  172  I,  a  Right  to  demand  tliC  Refiritmion 
of  Gibraltar^  by  Virtue  (di Conventions  then 
made  ;  and  that  the  fccond  Article  o^  the  Rre- 
Urninaries  prefervcs  entire,  to  all  tlje  ccntract- 
ing  Parties,  whatever  Rights^  as  well  as  Fof^ 
Jejjions,  they  liad  by  Virtue  of  any  Trealy  or 
Conventions  J  antecedent  to  tlie  Year  1725  ; 
and  that  therefore  the  firfc  p-encral  Words  of 
the  feccnd  Prelimijiary  preierve  to  them  the 
7v/iT/-;/ of  dem.anding  tr,e  Pvcfritution  of  Gib- 
raltar^ as  a  Right  acquired  by  Convejiticm 
n1ade  before  the  Year  1725  ;  whilft  the  lait 
general  Vv^ords  of  the  fame  f.rcliminar's;  ./ir- 
tide  preferve  this  Riiht  as  an  Alteralioii  iViadc 
in  the  Treaty  of  Utrabt  and  in  the  ^adrnpk 
Alliance  ? 

How  little  Weiglu  foever  n^e  Drfcnder  of 
tlie  Enquiry  may  a!!o\v  to  th.:.^  Oblci ,  :'^''  ■-, 
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which  would  I  doubt  have  fome  in  a  Con^reft^ 
yet  he  muft  allow  that  they  ought   not  to 
have  efcaped  him,  or  to  have  been  conceard 
by  hiin  ;  fince  they  do  certainly  affedl  the 
Merits  of  the  Caufe,  on  which  he  has  fo  po- 
fitively   pronounced  Judgment,  without  any 
Regard  to  them.     But  I  am  almoft  ready  to 
a(k  your  Pardon,  Mr.  D'Anvers^   for  faying 
fo  much  on  this  Point,  when  there  is  another 
more  clear,  and  more  decifive  flill  behind. 
Is  it  poffible  our  Author  fhould  never  have 
heard   of  a   certain  public k  Injlrumcnt^  con- 
taining  a   Declaration   explanatory    of    the 
Prelimi?2drieSy  made  by  the  French  Minifler 
ixtiht  PardOy  on  the   4th  of  March^    1728, 
and  accepted  and  confirni'd  by  himfelf,  and 
hy  the  Imperial^  Britijlj^  SpaniJJj^  and  Dutch 
Minifters  on  the  fixth  of  the  fame  Month  ? 
If  this  Inftrument  hath  ever  fallen   into  his 
Hands,  and  it  is  in  every  Body's  elfe,  did  he 
never  read  thefe  Words  in  it,  that  all  Pre  ten- 
lions,  on  all  Sides,  Jljall  be  produced]'  debated^ 
and  decided  in  the  fame  Congrefs  ?  The  Dif- 
patcs  about  Contrabands^    and  other'  Com- 
plaints made  by  the  Spaniards  concerning  the 
Ship    Prince    Frederick^    and  the  Difputes 
about  the  Reftitution  of  Prizes,  which   Ar- 
ticles are  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Introdu(fi:ion 
to  this'  Infirurnent,  are,  by  particular  Claufes 
in  it,  rcfcrr'd  to  the  Difcuffion  and  Decifion 
of  the  Congrefs.     To  what  Purpofe  then  were 
thefe  eeneral  Words  inferted  ?  To  what  Pur- 
\yo[^  vv^as   it    ftipulated    that   all   Pretennons 
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whaffoever  ( among  which  the  Pretenfion  of 
the  Spaniards  to  the  Rcflitution  of  Gibf-akar 
muft  neceffarily  be  included ;  fince,  whether 
ill  or  well  founded,  it  is  ftill  a  Frctcnjhii  ox\ 
their  Side  )  (hall  likewife  be  referr'd  to  the 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  his  Britannick  Majejly 
Jhall  be  obliged  to  Jland  to  what  fI:aU  be  deci- 
ded upon  the  whole  ?  But  I  forbear  to  prefs 
this  Matter  any  farther  upon  the  Gentleman  j 
fince  it  would  be,  in  fome  Sort,  like  ftabbing 
him  on  the  Ground. 

I  proceed  to  the  Article  of  blocking  up  the 
Galleons  -,  which  is  the  Iq/i,  upon  which  I  am 
attack'd  in  the  Defence  of  the  Enquiry,  And 
here  I  muft  obferve  again  that  he  is  very  far 
from  entering  into  a  Refutation  of  the  Argu- 
ments advanced  by  me  to  prove,  that  jeizing 
the  Galleons  was  a  Meafure  liable  to  no  Ob~ 
jedtion,  and  in  every  Refpedl  preferable  to 
that  of  blocking  them  up.  He  obferves  iiv- 
deed,  upon  Mr.  Hofiers  Letter,  that  the  Trea-^ 
fiire  had  been  taken  from  on  Board  the  Gal-- 
leons^  when  our  Squadron  arrived  before  Forto 
Bello,  Now,  without  making  any  RefledVi-» 
ons  on  the  Intelligence  brought  from  on  Shore 
to  the  Admiral,  and  taking  it  for  granted 
that  all  tliis  Treafure  was  in  Time  removed 
out  of  his  Reach  ;  it  will  ftill  be  true  that  this 
Circumftance  proves  nothing  in  Defence  of 
the  Meafure  taken  to  bloclz  7ip  the  Galleons^ 
and  not  to  feize  them  3  fince  whether  they 
would  have  the  Riches  on  Board  tliem  or  not, 
v.'hen  Mr.  Hojier  fl:iould  arrive,   could  not  be 
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known,  when  his  InJiruBions  were  drawn. 
If  all  thcfe  Riches  had  been  aftually  at  Porto 
Bel/o,  when  he  came  thither,  he  would  have 
had,  in  EfFeft,  nothing  more  to  fay  to  the 
Spa7iiards,  than  what  the  Orders  they  had 
received  itn  Days  before  from  old  Spat?! 
imported  ;  which  was,  that  they  fliculd  fe- 
cure  the  Money  in  the  Country. 

The  fmgle  Point,  infifted  upon  to  juftify 
this  Meafure,  and  v^^hichthe  ^V/V^r  pronoun- 
ces to  be  fujficiejtf^  is  that  the  contrary  Mea- 
fure,  that  oi  feizing  the  Galleons  in  Port, 
with  all  tlieir  Treafure  on  Beard,  if  it  had 
been  piadicable,  would  have  put  Europe //z/c? 
a  Flame^  by  putting  all  the  Proprietors  of 
thofe  Riches^  whether  French,  Dutch  or  Spa- 
nifh,  into  the  greatejl  U?2ea/inejs.  At  the 
fame  Time,  he  allows  that  taking  thefe  Ships, 
if  they  had  attempted^  by  Force  or  Stealthy  to 
come  out  J  had  been  reafonable.  Sure  I  am  it  is 
enough  to  fey  in  reply  to  this,  that  as  to  the 
Uneajinefs^  which  ilich  a  Seizure  might  have 
given  the  Spanijh  Proprietors,  it  deferved  no 
Confideration  ;  that  the  French  and  Dutch 
Proprietors  would  have  believed,  or  ought  to 
have  believed,  their  Etieds  as  fecure  in  our 
Hands,  as  in 'the  Elands  of  Spain  ;  efpecially 
in  a  Point  of  Time,  wr.en  tiiey  v/cre,  by 
l^*'eaty  at  leaf},  engaged  on  our  Side  in  Op- 
pofition  to  Spain  \  and  lailly,  that  the  DiA 
tindlion  between  yt^/;::;/;?^  the  QciUecns  '^X^tTn^ 
or  blocking  them  up  in  Port^  as  if  one  w^as, 
and  the  other  vras   not  an  Hoftility,  is  very 

manifeiily 
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manifeftly  a  Diftlndlion  without  a  DifFcrence; 
to  prove  which,  I  dare  appeal  to  every  Man 
ia  Britain,  whether  he  would  not  efteeai  th 
Hoflility  as  great,  and  the  Infult  greater,  if 
a  Spajiip  Squadron  fl^.ould  block  up  Portf^ 
mouth,  than  if  it  ihould  cruize  in  the  Chan- 
nel and  take  our  Ships  at  Sea.  The  Gentle- 
man cuts  the  Difpute  {hort,  by  referring  us  to 
the  Obfervatio?2s  on  the  CondiiB  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  I  fl:iall  readilv  join  Ilfue  witli 
him,  by  referring,  on  my  Side,  to  the  Cj-aftf- 
man  extraordinary  ;  in  which  thefe  Obferva-- 
tions  are  fully  anfwer'd,  and  treated  as  they 
deferved  to  be. 

Having  mentionM  the  Galleons,  our  Author 
could  not  avoid  taking  fbme  Notice  of  a 
Queftion  I  ailv'd,  in  anfwering  Puhlicola,  and 
which  he  allows  to  be  very  material.  His 
Anfwers  to  it  deferve  a  iliort  Pvcfledion  or 
two.  Sifice  the  Galleons  are  coming  home^ 
hath  Spain  renounced  thoje  Dejigns,  ivhich  our 
Fleet  was  f'ent  to  the  Wefl-Indies  to  prevent .? 
Thus  he  flatcs  the  ^eflion  ;  and  his  Anfwer 
is,  truly  I  cant  teU\  noy  can  any  one  in  the 
World,  who  is  iiot  in  the  Secrets  of  the  Court 
cf  Spain.  A  little  afterwards  he  afivs  the 
fame  Qu^flion  ;  has  the  King  of  Spain  re-- 
nounced  his  ProjeBs  -,  that  is,  thofe  Defigns 
which  our  Fleet  was  fent  to  the  Wef-Indies 
\.o  prevent  ?  His  Anfwer  is,  yes  iindoubtcdh^ 
as  far  as  Articles  ratify  d  by  him  can  bi?:d ; 
and  as  far  as  any  contraBirjg  Powers  can  be 
bound  bv  Treatv  to  one  another.     Let   us  fee 

what 
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what  is  urged  between  thtjirjl  and  t\itfeco?id 
a&ing  of  the  fame  ^e/iion^  to  produce  fuch 
a  wide  Difference  in  the  Anfwers.    The  King 
of  Spain  hath  ratify'd  the  Preliminaries,  in 
Confequence  of  which  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar 
is  raifed.    Orders  are  fent  to  reflore  the  Souths 
Sea  Ship  ;  and  he  has  promifed,   that  the  Ef- 
fefts  of  the  Galleons  fhall  be  delivered.     He 
hath  therefore  re^iouncedhis  Proje5ts  by  T'reaty ; 
but  whether  he  hath  renounced  them  in  his 
Heart  3  ^whether  he  will  go  on  to  a6t  an  open 
and  hojiejl  Part^  that  is  more  than  our  Author 
can  tell.     It  is  more  likewife  than  any  one 
will  defire,  that  he  or  thofe,   for  whom  he  is 
an.Apologiil:,  fliould  pretend  to  tell,  or  be 
anfwerable  for.     But  let  us  fee  what  they  are 
anfwerable  for  ;  what  has  been  really  done  by 
treaty  ;  what  we  have  obtain'd  to  make  us 
feme  Amends  for  the  rotting  of  our  Ships ; 
for  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  thou f and  Lives,  and 
for  the  Depredations  and  Hojlilities,  which 
this  Author  founded  fo  high  formerly  ;  and 
which  were  carry 'd  on  with  redoubled  Vigour, 
during  the  pacifick  Blockade  of  the  Galleons, — 
The  Effects  of  the  Galleons  are  to  be  delivered. 
I  congratulate  the  Dutch  and  the  French  up- 
on it ;  but  efpecially  the  latter,  who  have  fuch 
immenfe  Wealth  on  board  them.    Our  Share 
is,  I  fear,  a  fmall  one  ;  too  fmall  to  bear  any 
Proportion  to  the  Expe?ice  we  have  been  at, 
or  the  Lojfes  we  have  fuftain'd.  —  Orders  are 
fent  to  rcftore  the  South- Sea  Ship  ;  but  the 
Claims  of  the  Spaniards  either  on  that  Ship, 

or 
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pr  on  any  Account,  are  preferved  to  them, 
and  referred  to  a  Coiigrefs,  by  whofe  Decifion 
we  muft  abide  j  and  nothing  is  ilipulated, 
which  may  fecure  to  our  Merchants  a  juft 
Recompence  for  the  numberlefs  Seizures  and 

Captures  of  their  EffeBs  and  Ships, The 

Siege  of  Gibraltar  is  raifed ;  but  the  Right  to 
the  Fojfejjion  of  that  Place  hath  not  been  ef- 
fedualiy  put  beyond  Difpute.  The  Obfti- 
nacy  and  the  Chicane  of  the  Spa?iiards  have 
prevailed  fo  far,  that  they  preferve,  even  by 
the  Preliminaries^  a  Pretence  for  bringing 
this  Right  to  be  decided  in  the  Coiigrefs ;  and 
I  lliall  be  glad  to  hear  what  Ally  we  have 
there,  on  whofe  good  Offices  we  can  depend 
for  fecuring  to  us  the  Right  of  poffeffing,  and 

the  Poffeffion  of  this  important  Place, 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  extremely  forry  to  find, 
that  I  was  fo  much  in  the  Right,  when  I  ad- 
vanced that  no  Man  could  fay,  with  Truth, 
that  the  inain  things,  in  Difpute  between  us 
and  Spain,  were  yielded  to  us  before  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Galleofts  y  unlefs  he  reckoned  our 
keeping  Gibraltar^  and  I  might  have  added 
the'  procuring  Satisfaftion  to  our  Merchants^ 
not  among  the  main  'Things  in  Difpute,  but 

among  thofe  of  lefs  Importance. I  fay 

very  fincerely,  that  I  had  much  rather  have 
been  refuted. 

It  appears,  I  think,  from  what  hath  been 
faid,  that  the  Author  and  Defender  of  the 
Enquiry  has  not  only  been  given  up  by  his 
cwn  SidCy  but  even  by  hi?7ijelf\  in  feveral  Par- 

ticulars  j 
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^iculars  ;  and  feveral  other  Points,  v/hich 
were  infifted  upon,  in  the  Eitquiry^  and  have 
been  difputed  in  other  Writings^  are  either 
not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  'Defence^  or  in 
fuch  a  flight  Manner  as  plainly  fliews  the  Au- 
thors Confcioufnefs  that  he  cannot  fupport 
them,,  though  he  is  very  unwilling  to  grce 
them  entirely  up ;  fo  that  the  Author  gave  a 
\Qry parti a'n it le  to  his  lajt  PrcduSfion -,  v/Kich 
can  be  juftly  call'd,  at  beft,  a  Defence  only 
oi  feme  Points  in  the  Knquiry  ;  and*is,  more 
properly  fpeaking,  a  'Recantation  of  it^  with 
a  few  particular  Exoeptions/^^' 

But  now,  Mr.  UAnvers^f^^t  fhall  I  fay 
to  you  in  Excufe  for  (o  many  and  fuch  long 
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Letters  ?  The  beft  Thing  I  can  fay,  is  to 
affure  you,  and  I  do  it  very  folcmnly,  that  I 
will  trouble  you  with  no  more  of  them.  The 
Gentleman^  to  wliom  I  have  now  reply 'd, 
may  enquire  and  defend y  as  much  as  he  pleafes, 
without  any  farther  Moleilatlon  from  ;;/r. 
When  I  be^an  to  v/rite  on  this  Subiedl,  I 
meant  nothing  lefs  than  the  filly  Ambition  of 
having  the  lafl  V/ord  in  a  Difpute.  I  faw, 
like  every  other  Man,  the  publick  Diftrefs. 
I  thought  I  difcern'd  the  true  and  original 
Caufe  of  it.  The  Affedation,  which  I  ob- 
ferved  to  turn  us  off  from  this  Scent,  fortify 'd 
me  in  my  Opinions,  and  determined  me  to 
f.xamine  w^liat  w^as  alledged  againft  them. 
I  have  done  fo  ;  and  if  in  doing  it,  I  have 
contributed  in  any  Degree  to  open  the  Eyes 
of  mv  Countrymen,    on  their  /rr.r,    and  on 

tneir 
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their  jnijlaken  Interefts^  I  have  obtained  the 
fole  End,  which  I  propofed  to  myfelf.  I  love 
and  I  hate  j  I  efleem  and  I  defpife  5  but  in  a 
Cafe  of  this  Moment,  I  fhould  abhor  myfelf, 
if  any  Regard  to  PerJbnSy  any  Conlideration, 
except  that  of  "truths  had  guided  my  Hand 
in  Writing. 

I  began  by  afking  Pardon  of  tbh  Author 
for  an  Injuftice,  which  I  have  done  him  thro' 
Error^  not  Malice  ;  and  I  fhall  conckide 
with  alTurins;  him,  that  UDon  whatever  Prin- 
eiple  he  may  have  treated  me,  as  I  think  I  did 
not  deferve,  I  lay  down  my  Refentrnent  with 
my  Fen^  and  remain  in  Cbrljllan  Charity 
with  him. 

I  return  to  the  Bulinefs  of  my  low  Profef" 
Jlon  in  Life ;  and  if  I  was  worthy  to  advife 
him,  I  would  advife  him  to  return  to  that  of 
his  high  Calling  \  to  feed  the  Flock  committed 
to  his  Charge,  That  I  may  the  more  effec-^ 
tually  perfwade  him  to  take  a  Refolution .  fa 
much  for  his  ov/n  Honour,  and  for  the  Ad- 
vantage of  the  C5//rr/6,  I  will  exhort  him  to 
it,  in  the  Words  of  the  Apojiollcal  CGnflltutl- 
om^  with  fome  very  httle  Variation,  in  order 
to  render  the  PafTage  more  applicable. 

Sit    aiitem    Eplfco-  ^^  Let  a  BlJJjop  then 

pus  turpls    lucrl   no7i  "  not  be  fond  of  ma- 

gucejltor^  prccfertlm  de  "king  his  Court  for 

Gentilibus  ;    ^nalltque  "  Galn^  and  efpecial- 

detrlmcntiun    capere  ,  ^My  to   the   Geritlles. 

quam  Ififerre.  Non  fit  "  Let  him  rather  re- 
ceive 
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iivarus  ;  mn  maledi-  "  ceive  than  do  an  fn- 
Ctis^  nonfalfus  Hejiis^  "jury.  Let  him  not 
non  iracuiidus  y  non  *' be  given  to  ei^il 
conteiitiofiiSy  7ion  ne-  ^^ fpeaking^wo^x.oh^2X 
gotiis  ^  litibufque  fe-  ^'falfe  JVitnefs,  Let 
cularibus  implicitus  5  "  him  not  be  wrath- 
non  pro  alio  fponfor^  ^^  fa^  1^0^  content  ions* 
cut  in  Caufis  peciini-  "  Let  him  not  be  en- 
ariis  Advocatus.  Non  * '  gaged  in  the  Bufinefs 
cfnbitioJuSy  non  dupli-  "and  Difputes  of  the 
cis  fent entity  non  hi-  ^^  World.  Let  hini  not 
Unguis ;  caliimnice  £i?  "  be  ready  to  anfwer 
maledicentice  non  cii"  "  for  other i  Let  him 
pidus  auditor  ;  non  "  not  be  the  Advocate 
Hypocrita  ,  fallaciis  "of  private  Intereji 
^oanis  non  utens,  ^lia  "  in  pub  lick  Caufes. 
hcec  omnia  Deo  Jiaii  "  Let  him  not  be  a??!- 
inimica ,  Dsmonibus  "  bitious^  nor  double- 
grata.  "  minded ^  nor  double- 

"  tongued.     Let    hint 

Gonftit.  Apoftolic.     "  ufe  neither  Simtila- 

Lib.  IL  Cap.  6,       "  tion  nor  Dijimula- 

"  tion  in  his  Condud: ; 

**  nor  vaii2  and  falla- 

"  cious  Sophifms  in  his 
Difcourfe.  For  all 
thefe     Things     are 

*'  hateful  to  God,  and 

*'  pleafing  to  the  De^ 

"  vil 
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Mr,  D' AN  VERS,    S'r. 

JOHN  TROT, 
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On  good  and  bad  Mi- 

nifters. 


H I  L  S  T  a  wicked  and  corrupt 
Minijler  is  weighing  out  Pajie- 
gy  ricks  and  Dedications  again  ft 
y?//?  Satires  and  hive^iives-,  or, 
perhaps,  is  numbering  his  Creatures  and  teach- 
ing them  their  implicit  Moiiofyllables ;  whilll: 
he  is  drawing  out  his  Screen^  and  providing 
for  2.  fafe  and  decent  Rlopement ;  or,  it  may 
be,  comforts  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  that  the 
publick  Joy,  at  his  Removal,  will  drown  all 
future  'Enquiries ;  or  that  he  fhall  keep  fweet 
a  good  while  longer,  till  the  Worm  feizes  his 
Carcafs,  and  Posterity  preys  upon  his  Me- 
mory 3  it  may  not  be  improper  to  turn  your 
Thoughts  upon  the  Reverfe  of  his  Characfler, 
and  to  enquire  by  what  Marks  a  good  Minijler 
may  be  found  out  and  diftinguifli'd  j  or, 
lince  he  is  only  a  Creature^  by  what  Arts, 
and  in  what  Method,  he  may  be  form'd  and 
brought  into  Being.  A  People,  who  are  run- 
ning the  Hazard  of  a  Death-Bed  Repentance^ 
want  nothing  fo  much   as  a  good  Minijler:, 

and 
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and  a  had  One  dreads  nothing  more  than  an 
bo?ieft  SucceJJor^  who  comes  afer-him  with- 
out treading  in  his  Steps ;  takes  his  Place  with- 
out giving  into  his  Secrets;  and  will  not  be 
won  by  a  Share  of  his  Rapine  tO'p:^r-take,^at 
the  fame  time,  of  his  C?^i?nes  and  Cor-ruptims, 

We  know  the  m.ighty  Hand, -that  is  to  form 
this- Creature,  and  that  xhor  Breath  of  our 
Nojirih  is  to  give  him  Being ;  but  it  is  no  Pre- 
fumption,  no  Infringement  of  the  Right  of 
Eieffion,  to  trace  out  a  o;eneral  Charad:er 
of  many  jiift  and  worthy  Candidates.  It 
is  no  Nomination,  no  Delignationto  a  par- 
ticular Office,  to  defcribe  a  good  Officer 
at  large,  with,  all  his  Qjialifications  ,  and 
Endowments.  Neither  the  honejl  Labourer j 
who  difcovcrs  the  Mine,  or  digs  out  the  Ore; 
x\CjV  th^Jkilj  id  Artificer^  wdio  purifies,  refines, 
and  weighs  it,  can  in  any  Senfe  be  faid  to  in- 
croach  upon  the  Authority  of  Thofe  above 
him,  who  are  appointed  to  make  the  laft  Ef- 
iay;  to  fhape  and  mould  it  5  and  all  Thefe 
are  Friends  to  Ca^far^  who  finifhes  the  Work,, 
and  gives  it  his  own  Imjage  and  Superfcrip- 
lion. 

Let  us  then  imagine  a  Number  of  Men, 
fcatter'd  up  and  down  a  great,  wife,  and  dif- 
cerning  Nation  ;  in  their  Defcent  noble  and 
generous ;  fall  of  the  Virtues  of  their  An- 
ceflors ;  in  their  Temper  afrable  and  fweet- 
natured ;  educated  ii^  the  Knowledge  and 
Study  of  our  Conflitution,  its  Laws,  Settle- 
ments, Dependences    and  Interefts ;   always 
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faithful  to  the  Crown,  when  confiftent  with 
their  Duty  to  their  Country;  fonder  of  the 
Subftance,  than  the  Outfide  of  Religion  ; 
eafy  in  their  Fortunes  j  Lovers  of  Mankind  ; 
more  careful  to  preferve,  than  to  aggrandize 
a  Family  -,  making  Virtue  the  Foundation  of 
their  Friend(hip,  and  Merit  the  Title  to  their 
Favour ;  Prefervers  of  the  Freedom  of  others, 
as  well  as  of  their  own  ;  delighting  rather  to 
be  thought  good  than  great;  pleafed  with 
any  Opportunity  of  making  their  Fellow 
Creatures  happy ;  juft  in  all  their  Dealings ; 
moderate  in  their  Pleafures;  true  to  the  fe- 
veral  Trufts,  which  have  been  repofed  in 
them  ;  watchful  over  the  Accounts  of  others, 
and  ready  to  fubmit  their  own  to  a  full  and 
impartial  Infpedion ;  not  fervilc  when  out  of 
Power,  nor  imperious  when  in  it;  ftudying 
more  the  Propriety  of  Oratory^  than  its  Or- 
naments and  Garniture;  and  fpeaking  rather 
to  the  good  Senfe  of  others,  than  to  their 
Paflions  or  Interefts ;  not  folicitous  for  a 
Place^  becaufe  they  want  it,  but  becaufe  the 
Place  wants  them  -,  fo  keen  in  their  Refent- 
ments  for  the  Publick,  that  they  have  no 
Room  for  thofe,  which  are  perfonal ;  well 
acquainted  with  the  moft  noted  Charadlers 
and  Tranfadions  of  late  Years,  indifferent  in 
their  Choice  of  publick  or  private  Life,  but 
careful  to  adorn  both ;  and  looking  on  the 
Revenue  of  an  Office  to  be  io  far  publick 
Money,  as  it  is  intended  for  the  Support  and 
Dignity  of  that  Office,  to  which  it  is  appro- 

P  priated. 
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priated. Men  of  this  Charafter,  Stars  of 

this  Luftre,  are  ftill  ftuck  in  good  Plenty  up 
and  down  our  Hemifphere.  The  Changes 
of  the  Weather  may  fometimes  hide,  but 
cannot  extinguifli  them.  Their  fliort-lived 
Obfcurity  is  indeed  their  Advantage;  for  by 
This  we  know  what  it  is  to  want  them,  and 
their  Influence.  Their  Brightnefs  is  try'd, 
and  diflinguifh'd  from  Meteors  and  falfe 
Fires.  The  Regularity  of  their  Courfes  is 
more  obferved  ^  and  their  Glory,  when  it 
breaks  out  again,  becomes  doubly  recom- 
mended. 

Imagine  now  a  Man,  of  this  Order  and 
Character,  advanced  to  the  Mviijiry.  Sup- 
pofe  him  not  well  acquainted  with  the  Courfe 
and  Dependence  of  many  of  the  Offices  and 
Branches  of  Truft  under  his  Direction  \  and 
for  that  very  Reafon  not  over-forward  to  pre- 
fcribe  for  Abufes^  or  admit  of  Corruptions 
upon  the  Plea  of  Cujlom ,  yet  whilft  it  is  na- 
tural for  him  to  find  out,  or  to  place  in  thefe 
Offices  fuch  Men  as  moft  nearly  refemble 
himfelf ;  he  could  never  want  good  Intelli- 
gence both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  clear  and 
faithful  Accounts.'  The  EyeSy  Hands,  and 
Feet,  which  he  borrowed  from  others,  would 
be  fo  much  like  his  own,  that  he  could  not 
fail  to  fee  clearly,  ad:  fairly,  and  walk  up- 
rightly. Such  a  Mijiijier  would  with  Plea- 
fare  meet  a  Senate,  chofen  as  himfelf  was, 
by  the  fmie  Marks  and  Qualifications.  He 
would  encourjivie  fuch  a  Choice  as  his  bell: 

urity  5 
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Security ;  and  when  the  boni  &  legales  Vtrl 
de  Vicineto  are  retur'd  to  Parliament^  as  well 
as  upon  Juries^  the  Eleftors  do  alike  confult 
their  own  Honour  and  Intereft,  A  triennial^ 
or  fepte?2nial  Bribe ^  as  ill-lpent  as  it  is  ill- 
gotten,  makes  no  Amends  for  the  Lofs  of 
Credit  and  Reputation,  which  are  the  Support 
of  Commerce  3  and  it  is  as  eafy  to  prove,  that 
the  Corruption  of  fome  Boroughs  is  the  Caufe 
of  their  Poverty  ;  as  to  prove,  that  their 
Poverty   is  the   Caufe   of  their  Corruption, 

But  to  refume  my  former  Subjeft. The 

Marks  I  have  pointed  out,  and  the  Rules  I 
have  laid  down,  are  of  fuch  Ufe  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  in  the  Choice  of  a  good  Minijier^  that 
where  only  one  of  them  (the  Character  of 
common  Honejiy)  hath  been  attended  to,  and 
the  reft  have  been  barely  gueis*d  at,  or  left 
to  wild  Chance  ;  fuch  a  Choice  has  very 
often  been  more  beneficial  to  a  Country,  than 
a  Choice  made  upon  the  very  Brink,  or  even 
from  the  Bottom  of  that  horrible  and  dreadful 
Gulph,  commonly  calPd  profound  Policy.^^ 
I  (hall  illuftrate  this  Truth  by  one  remarkable 
Inftance,  which  I  hope  is  too  remote  and  far- 
fetched, to  be  hauFd  and  wrench'd  into  mo^ 
dern  Application.  The  Grand  Seignior  is  faid 
to  walk  abroad  very  often  incog?tito^  and  to 
have  his  Out-lets  and  Conveniencies,  both  in 
the  Camp  and  Seraglio^  where  he  can  overfee 
the  Affemblies  of  his  Domefticks  and  Officers, 
and  be  his  own  Spy  upon  their  Adions  and 
Converfation.     Liftening    one   Day   to    the 
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grand  Minijler  of  his  Kitchen,  in  a  full  Af- 
fembly  of  his  own  culinary  Subalterns,  clofely 
debating  the  prefent  Junfture  and  Pofture  of 
Affairs,  (when  Difcontents  ran  high,  and  the 
general  Voice  laid  the  whole  Blanne  upon  the 
Prime  Vizier)  he  heard  the  grand  Majler, 
then  in  the  Chair,  fometimes  threatening  Ju- 
ftice,  and  denouncing  Vengeance  5  brandifh- 
ing  his  long  Knife  at  the  Clofe  of  every  Pe- 
riod ;   fometimes  fhaking  his  Stew-Pan  with 
— Oh  !  He  could  tofs  up  juch  a  Dijh  of  Poli- 
ticks!— And   every  Menace,    every   Period 
concluded  with  a  Wifh — That  he  was  Prime 
Vizier  but  for  one  Month  only. — The  Grand 
SeigJiior  took  him  at  his  Word ,   and,  in  a 
few  Days,  advanced  him  to  that  high  Poft 
next  hirafelf.     Where  all  are    Slaves,    this 
Advancement  was  by  no  means  furprizing. 
'Twas  a   meer  defpotick  Humour  and  Fro- 
lick  ;    and  perhaps  done  with  a  Defign   to 
punifh  his  VaiTal's  Prefumption,    by  fetting 
Yir^'own  Knife  to  his  Throat,  upon  the  firfl 
falfe  Step,  or  Mifmanagement  in  his  Condudl. 
But  the  Man  was  honeft,    and  the  Mafter 
agreeably    difappointed.     No   Mijiifter   ever 
fiird   that  Station,    for   many   Years,    with 
greater    Honour   and    Reputation  ;    or   was 
better  beloved  both  by  Prince  and  People. 
He  fed  the  Empire^  as  he  had  done  the  Pm- 
per  or,  with  good,  wholefofne  Diet,  well  cooKd 
and    garnifod.      He    ftrew'd    Plejiiy   every 
where,  and  feem*d,  by  his  Conduft,  to  un- 
derftand  perfectly  well  that  fine  Maxim  of 
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Cafar^  which  deferves  a  whole  phyjical,  mo- 
ral^ and  political  ElTay,  fully  to  explain  it— > 
Let  me  have  Men  about  me  that  are  fat. 

If  Chance  and  Incident,  or  Caprice  and 
Humour,  can  go  thus  far  in  the  Choice  of  a 
good  Minijler,  who  at  firft  fetting  out  only 
ftumbled  upon  good  Senje,  and  common  Ho-' 
7iejly ;  what  will  not  good  Senfe  and  common 
Honefly  do,  when  join'd  with  thofe  other 
7ioble  Salifications^  of  which  I  have  given  a 
Detail,  and  when  mark'd  out  and  diftln- 
guifh'd  by  a  regular  and  judicious  Choice  ? 
They  have  made  the  Reigns  of  Mi?iors^  and 
of  Monarchs,  never  out  of  their  Minorityy 
glorious  and  flourifliing.  They  have  tranf- 
form'd  S^ueens  into  Jmazons^  and  confined 
the  Faults  of  a  foft  and  vicious  Prince  to  a 
few  Apartments ;  made  them  Darlings  of 
their  People,  and  their  People  happy  under 
their  Government.  But  where  a  Prince,  truly 
wife  and  great,  and  good  in  himfelf,  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  Multitude  of  fuch  Counfellors ; 
to  how  amazing  an  Pleight,  and  to  how 
many  Generations  may  he  extend  his  Gran- 
deur and  the  publick  Felicity? — 5uch  Mini- 
fierSy  under  a  Monarch,  the  Father  of  bis 
Country,  will  confequently  confider  all  his 
Subjedls  as  Princes  of  the  Bloody  (fo  a  merry 
Writer  of  the  laft  Age  call'd  them)  or,  in 
the  infpired,  ro}^l  Style,  as  llefl}  of  his  FleJJ:)^ 
and  Bone  of  his  BoJie ;  not  in  a  natural  Senfe  ; 
for  Adoption  is  better  than  Nature.  Such 
Minijlers  will  put  out  the  Revenues  of  their 
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Mafter  to  Intereft  in  the  Pockets  of  his  Stib* 
je5ls ;  then,  with  a — non  rapui  Jed  recepi^ 
recall  them  upon  a  real  Neceffity.  Such  Mi^ 
nijiers  will  raife  a  Jlanding  Force ^  fo  very  nu- 
merous, that  it  fhall  take  in  all  the  landed 
Gentry  and  trading  Commons  of  a  Nation ; 
and  perhaps  5  ^/.  a  Day  is  not  fo  good  En- 
couragement, as  when  Men  fight  for  their 
All'y  for  they  fight  for  their  AlU  when  they 
fight  for  a  Prince^  with  whom  they  have 
but  one  common  Safety  and  Lit  ere /I.  Such 
Minijiers  will  not  fuffer  the  Law  to  be  made 
the  Back'Sword  of  Juftice,  which  cuts  only 
on  one  Side.  They  will  not  fcore  up  a  War 
to  the  Reckoning,  when  the  good  Company 
have  not  had  it  in  ;  nor  palm  a  ^ruce  upon 
us,  with  all  its  Accidents,  for  the  real  Body 
of  a  folid  and  lafting  Peace^  by  a  new  poli- 
tical T^ranj'OX'Confubjlantiatton,  In  fhort, 
they  will  not,  like  fome  old  Roman  Minions 
and  Favourites,  make  a  Statue  of  their  Ma- 
fter, and  then  fly  to  it  for  Refuge. 
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Policy  of  the  Athenians. 


Hoc  illud eft  prac'vpue  in  CognitmH  Remm  falnbrey 
ac  frugiferimi^  omms  Te  Exempli  Docmnenta  in 
illuftri  pojita  Moimmento  intueri ;  iude  Tihi^ 
tti^qiie  Reipuhlic^  quod  imitere  capias  ♦  inds 
foedum  Inceptu^  feedtmi  Escitu  quod  vites. 


S  I  R, 

IT  is  fo  common  a  Failing  to  tMnk  that 
every  Thing,  which  particularly  affedls 
us  in  Reading,  will  equally  pleafe  and  enter- 
tain  others,  that  I  hope  you  will  excufe  the 
,Fondnefs  of  a  young  Student  for  an  old  Story, 
which  I  have  lately  met  with  in  the  Hiftory 
of  Greece ;  and  I  fancy  it  may  prove  as  agreed- 
able  an  Amufement  to  others  as  it  hath  been 
to  myfelf;  but  if  you  think  othcrwife,  the 
Ufe  it  will  be  of  to  you  in  lighting  your  Pipe 
will  make  you  fome  Amends  for  the  Trouble 
of  reading  it. 

Darius  Hyjlafpis  is  the  firft,  I  think,  who 
k  mentioned  in  Hiftory  to  have  been  poffefs'd 
with  the  wild  Ambition  of  univerfal  Empire ; 
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and  in  order  to  carry  on  this  chimerical  De- 
fign,  he  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  Expedi- 
tions into  Europe ;  where  he  was  informed 
that  GreecCy  which  then  made  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Figure  in  the  World,  would  pro- 
bably give  him  no  fmall  Oppoiition  in  his 
projedled  Conquefts ;  particularly  the  Atke^ 
nianSy  who  with  fome  of  the  Iflanders,  their 
Confederates,  had  given  him  a  mortifying 
Inftance  of  their  Boldnefs  and  Refolution, 
by  daring  to  affift  their  Colonies,  in  the  leller 
Afia^  in  their  Endeavours  to  (hake  off  the 
Perfian  Yoke  and  recover  their  antient  Liber- 
ties. This  was  looked  upon  as  fuch  an  Af- 
front to  the  Power  of  the  grand  Monarchy 
(as  he  is  ftyled  by  the  Hiftcrians  of  thofe 
Times)  that  nothing  would  fatisfy  him  but 
the  intire  Conqueft  of  Greece ;  to  which  he 
was  like  wife  continually  iolicited  by  Hip* 
piaSy  Son  of  the  famous  Tyrant  PiflftratuSy 
who  upon  being  expell'd  by  the  Jithemans 
for  invading  their  Laws  and  Liberties,  had' 
fled  to  Darius  for  Proteftion  and  Afliftance ' 
to  recover  his  Tyranny.  ;  -    -"I-. 

The  Monarchy  however,  to  give  fome  CoA 
lour  to  his  Quarrel  with  the  GrecianSy  fent- 
to  the  feveral  States  to  demand  Earth  and 
Water  from  them,  as  an  Acknowledgement' 
of  their  Homage  and  Subjedion  to  him  ;  re- 
quiring, at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  Athe* 
?tians  (hould  reftorc  Hippias, 

Athens  and  Sparta,  the  moft  confiderable" 
States  in  Greece^  fired  with  a .  juft  Refent- 
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ment  at  this  haughty  Demand  from  a  free 
People,  took  his  MefTengers  and  threw  them 
into  deep  Pits ;  telling  them  that  there  they 
might  find  Earth  and  Water  for  their  King 
Darius  *y  who,  being  enraged  at  this  new 
Provocation,  fent  his  Generals  Datis  and 
ArtapherneSy  with  an  Army  of  above  one 
hundred  thoufand  Men,  to  revenge  fuch  an 
open  Defyance  and  Contempt  of  his  Pov/er, 
with  Orders  to  bring  the  Athenians  Pri- 
foncrs. 

It  is- well  known  that  Miltiades  with  a 
very  fmall  Number  of  Men,  animated  with 
the  glorious  Love  of  Liberty,  routed  thefe 
numerous  Forces  at  the  famous  Battle  of 
Marathon^  and  for  fome  Time  fecured  the 
Liberties  of  Grf^r^. 

Darius,  being  very  defirous  to  recover  this 
Difgrace,  employed  all  his  Endeavours,  with 
the  Power  and  Riches  of  the  Perjian  Empire^, . 
to  make  Preparations  for  a  fecond  Attempt  i 
but  dying  before  they  were  compleated,  he 
Jeft  the  "Profecution  of  this  Defign  to  his  Son 
Xerxes  y  who,  having  raifed  the  greateft 
Army,  that  ever  appeared  upon  the  Stage  of 
the  World,  (being  faid  to  be  fome  Millions) 
marched  with  them  into  Europe  over  a 
Bridge  made  crofs  the.  He  I lefpont ;  but  before 
he  enter'd  Greece,  he  again  experienced  the 
Courage  and  Bravery  of  the  Grecians,  by  the 
Stop  that  was  pat  to  the  Progrefs  of  this  in- 
credible Multitude,  with  a  very  inconfiderablc 
Number  of  Men,  nnd^v  Leon; das,  at  the  Pa fs 
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of  'Jhermopylce ;  which  the  Ferjiam  gain'd,  at 
laft,  by  the  Treachery  of  a  fugitive  Greeks 
who  led  them  a  private  Way  over  the  Moun- 
tains to  furround  the  Grecians, 

The  unexpefted  Succefs  of  this  fmall  Body 
with  the  Victory,  which  the  Athenians  fingly 
gain'd,  foon  after,  over  Xerxes^  Fleet,  would 
they  hoped  have  been  a  fufficient  Encourage- 
ment to  the  confederated  Grecians^  who  had 
entered    into    a  grand  AUyance  againft  the 
Perjiany    to  have  continued   firm  to  them, 
in  the  Defence  of  their  common  Liberties ; 
but  when  the  Athenians  propofed  to  attack 
the  PerfianSy  in  order  to  prevent  their  march-. 
ing   into   Attica^    the   Spartans   with   their 
other  Allies,  either  from  Treachery  or  Cow- 
ardice, or  a  Mixture  of  both,  in  a  very  fhame- 
ful  and  infamous  Manner  refufed  to  march, 
and  deferted  the  Athenians^  leaving  them  to 
ftruggle  with  thofe  unequal  Numbers,  which 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  alone  to  refift ; 
yet  placing  their  Happinefs  in  their  Liberty, 
and  their  Liberty  in  their  Valour,  (as  Thuci- 
Aides  exprefles  it)  they  did  not  even  in  this 
Extremity   defpair  5    but    their   Virtue   and 
Courage  taking  new  Force  from  their  Di- 
ftrefs,   they    abandoned  Athens   to  the  Fury 
of  the  PerfianSy  having  firft  tranfported  their 
Wives  and  Children  to  their  Friends  in  the 
neighbouring  Iflands,  and  refolded  with  their 
Fleets  without  any  other  Affiflance,  to  con- 
quer or  dye,  in  the  Defence  of  their  Liber- 
ties. 
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This  glorious  Refolution,  with  their  Know- 
ledge and  Skill  in  naval  Affairs,  which  they 
had  very  happily  cultivated,  enabled  them 
to  gain  an  intire  Viftory  over  the  Ferfian 
Fleet.  This  fo  terrify 'd  the  haughty  Xerxes^ 
that  he  fled  with  the  utmoft  Precipitation 
and  Confufion  to  the  Hellefpont^  and  pafs*d 
into  jijia  in  a  little  Boat ;  and  the  Forces  he 
left  under  his  General  Mardonius^  to  con- 
tinue the  War,  being  fomc  Time  afterwards 
intirely  routed  at  Plateay  Greece  was  abfo- 
lutely  freed  from  all  farther  Fears  of  the  Per^ 
Jians^  folely  by  the  Virtue  and  Valour  of  the 
Athenians 'y  who,  forgetting  the  former  ill 
Treatment  of  their  Allies,  had  befides  the 
additional  Merit  of  leaving  Athens  a  fecond 
Time  expofed  to  the  Plunder  of  the  Enemy, 
under  MardoniuSy  rather  than  make  a  feparate 
Peace  with  the  Ferjian^  who  offer'd  to  ren- 
der them  full  Satisfad;ion  for  all  their  LofTes 
in  the  War ;  to  pay  them  a  vafl  Sum  of 
Money ;  and  make  them  Sovereigns  of  all 
Greece  ;  but  they  generoufly  refufed  to  be 
inflrumental  in  enflaving  that  Country,  which 
they  had  fo  bravely  defended,  and  preferred 
the  glorious  Title  of  the  Deliverers  of  Greece 
to  all  other  Confiderations. 

We  may  now  look  upon  Athens  in  the 
Height  of  its  Glory  and  Profperity;  and  they 
would,  in  all  Probability,  have  continued 
to  be  the  lafl  flourifliing  State  in  Greece^ 
if  they  had  been  Mafters  of  any  Prudence, 
and  improved  the  Advantages,  which  now 
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lay  open  to  them ;  but  fuch  is  the  Uncer- 
tainty of  all  human  Felicity,  that  we  foon 
find  them,  by  their  fooliih  Conduft,  gra- 
dually lofing  all  the  Benefits  of  their  amazing 
Succeffes  in  the  War,  till  they,  at  laft  fell 
under  the  Power  of  that  State,  which  owed 
its  Being  and  Prefervation  to  them.  Athens 
therefore  may  be  truly  faid  to  date  its  Ruin 
from  the  Day  of  its  Triumph  over  the  Per- 
Jian  \  for  prefuming  upon  her  great  Merits 
and  fignal  Services  in  defending  and  pre- 
ferving  the  common  Liberties  of  Greece^ 
they  grew  haughty  and  infolent  to  all  the 
neighbouring  States;  and  wholly  neglecting 
the  Care  of  their  own  Affairs,  they  took  all 
Occafions  of  intermeddling  with  thofe  of 
their  Neighbours ;  too  often  promoting  Dif- 
ferences, in  order  to  make  themfelves  the 
fole  Arbitrators  and  Umpires  of  them ;  by 
which  Means  they  were  generally  fo  un- 
fortunate as  to  increafe  the  Number  of  their 
Enemies,  inftead  of  making-  72ew  Friends. 
But  that,  which  raifed  the  greateft  Refent- 
ment  againft  them,  was  their  pretending  to 
prefcribe  Laws  to  the  Trade  of  all  Greece, 
and  endeavouring  to  exclude  the  Megareans 
from  any  Share  in  it.  This  was  made  the 
Ground  of  the  War  between  Them  and 
Sparta,  which  was  not  a  little  offended  at 
the  imperious  Manner,  in  which  Athens 
claim'd  the  Right  of  holding  the  Balance  of 
Pciver  in  Greece,  which  they  were  certainly 
iri  PoffeiTion  cf,  and  might  have  long  and 
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eafily  kept,  if  they  could  have  been  content 
with  the  "Things  without  afFeding  to  make  a 
vain  Shew  of  it,  and  thereby  fliocking  the 
other  Powers  of  Greece^  equally  independent 
with  themfclvesj  for  nothing  would  have 
more  efFedlually  fecured  the  Superiority  they 
aim*d  at,  than  making  Ufe  of  the  great  Re- 
putation and  Credit,  which  they  had  dc- 
lervedly  gain'd,  by  interpofing  their  good 
Offices  to  reconcile  the  frequent  Differences, 
which  arofe  amongft  the  feveral  States  of 
Greece y  ever  jealous  of  their  own  Authorities; 
but  whilft  the  Athenians  kept  within  the 
Bounds  of  Moderation ,  the  other  States 
fhew*d  upon  all  Occafions  the  greateft  De- 
ference and  Refpeft  to  their  Mediation ;  and 
the  whole  of  their  Policy  confifted  in  inter- 
pofing their  Force,  in  Cafes  of  Neceffity 
only,  to  prevent  the  Weak  from  being  un- 
juftly  opprefs'd  by  their  more  powerful  Neigh-- 
hour-,  and  in  avoiding,  as  much  as  poffible, 
to  make  themfelves  Parties y  much  lefs  Prin^ 
cipals  in  their  Quarrels. 

Such  a  wife  Condudl  would  have  given 
them  Leifure  and  Opportunity  to  enjoy  the 
Fruits  of  that  Peace^  which  they  wanted  to 
recover  the  Loffes  and  eafe  the  Burdens  of  a 
long  and  heavy  War,  fupported  chiefly  by 
them,  and  carry'd  on  at  a  much  greater  Ex- 
pence  of  Blood  and  Treafure,  than  they  had 
fuffer'd,  at  any  Time,  fmce  the  Foundation 
of  their  State, 
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It  is  certain  that  they  were  under  the  hap- 
piefl  Circumftances  to  have  efFeded  this, 
foon  after  the  War;  for  their  great  naval 
Power,  which  made  them  the  undifputed 
Mafters  of  the  Sea,  made  them  likewife 
equally  efleem'd  and  fear'd  by  their  Neigh- 
bours. To  this  we  may  add  the  Advantages 
of  their  Situation,  and  Knowledge  in  all  ma- 
ritime Affairs,  with  their  numerous  Ships  and 
the  Benefits  of  their  Colonies  abroad  ;  which 
might  have  enabled  them  to  improve  and 
extend  their  Trade,  the  only  true  Source  of 
Riches,  beyond  any  other  Nation,  and  would 
have  foon  put  them  into  fuch  a  flourifhing 
Condition,  as  would  have  deterr'd  the  moft 
powerful  of  their  Neighbours  from  entertain- 
ing any  Thoughts  of  difturbing  their  Tran- 
quility ;  and  much  more  from  entering  into 
Projeflis  of  humbling,  or  fubduing  them. 

But  they  had  the  Misfortune,  for  feveral 
Years,  to  groan  under  the  Government  of  a 
Set  of  MiniJierSy  who  were  too  intent  upon 
their  own  Intereft  to  have  any  ferious  Regard 
for  the  Welfare  of  the  Publick ;  though  that 
was  the  conftant  Subjedl  of  their  own  Praifes; 
and  the  better  to  carry  on  their  felfifh  and 
mifchievous  Defigns,  and  divert  the  People 
of  Athens  from  looking  into  their  Condud:, 
they  not  only  promoted  continual  Diffen- 
tions  amongft  them,  under  the  different,  Di- 
ftinffions  of  Favourers  or  Oppofers  of  the  for- 
mer tyranny  of  Pi  si  stratus  >  but  they 
likewife  engaged  them,   on  one  Side  or  the 
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Other,  in  every  Quarrel,  that  arofe  not  only 
in  Greece^  but  in  AJia  and  Places  at  the 
greatefl  Diftance,  upon  the  fmalleft  Pretences 
of  antient  Allyapces,  or  Kindred  with  their 
Anceftors;  by  which  Means  they  wafted 
their  Strength  and  Riches  in  many  fruitlcls 
and  unneceffary  foreign  'Expeditions^  for  no 
other  Purpofe  than  to  make  a  Parade  of  their 
Power  at  Sea ;  and  which  had  no  other  Ef- 
fe<5t  than  to  increafe  the  Envy  and  Jealouly 
of  their  Neighbours. 

To  fupport  fuch  extraordinary  and  extra- 
vagant Expences,  they  were  obliged  to  raile 
almoft  as  great  and  heavy  Impofitions,  as 
they  did  in  the  Time  of  the  Perjian  War^ 
to  the  great  Decay  of  Trade  and  Impoverifh^ 
ment  of  the  People ;  and  though  this  was 
coloured  with  the  fpecious  Pretences  of  extin- 
guifhing  all  Remains  of  the yir;«^r/i?^^r,  and 
fettling  a  Jblid  and  lofting  Peace  ;  yet  it  did 
not  prevent  the  frequent  Murmurs  and  Com- 
plaints of  the  Publick  ;  nor  were  there  want- 
ing Perfons,  who  vigoroufly  and  honeftly  op- 
pofed  Meafures,  which  were  fo  vifibly  de- 
ftrudtive  of  the  true  Interefts  and  Safety  of 
Athens ;  Meafures,  which  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  to  have  continued,  if  the  Heads  of 
the  Faction,  who  got  Poffeffion  of  the  Go- 
vernment, had  not  found  Means  to  delude 
the  People,  from  Time  to  Time,  with  the 
great  Advantages  they  v/ere  every  Day  to 
receive  from  an  iiniverfal^  eftah'liJlJd  Peace^ 
by  which   they   v/ere  to  be  deliver'd   from 
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all  Apprehenfions  of  the  Return  of  Hippias, 
or  any  of  his  Defcendents  ;.and  the  Balance 
of  Power  was  forever  to  be  fecured  to  the 
Atheniam ;  a  Notion  which  had  been  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  propagated  in  Athens^  and  fo  much 
intoxicated  the  Minds  of  the  People,  that 
there  was  no  Impofition  fo  grofs,  which  their 
Leaders  could  not  pafs  upon  them,  under 
this  Pretence ;  and  it  was  the  never-failing 
Argument  for  filencing  all  Oppofition,  and 
removing  all  Objedlions  to  the  moft  chimeric 
cal  Projedisy  or  unreafonable  Propofitions  in 
their  publick  AlTemblies. 

Athens  was  daily  languifhing  under  this 
unhappy  Management,  which  would  have 
brought  certain  Ruin  upon  her  in  the  End, 
without  the  Calamity  of  the  Peloponefian 
War-,  for  nothing  prevented  it  but  the  con- 
tinual Struggles  of  her  great  Men  to  fupplant 
one  another.  This  kept  them  in  fome  Awe 
and  reftrain'd  them  from  doing  all  the  Mif- 
chief,  which  they  had  both  in  their  Incli- 
nation and  Power ;  fo  that  the  Prefervation 
of  Athens^  for  fome  Time,  may  be  faid  to 
be  owing,  in  a  great  Meafure,  to  the  fliort 
Continuance  of  thofe  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion. 

But  Cimon^  Arijlides  and  I'olmidas^  with 
feveral  other  confiderable  Men  of  real  Merit 
and  Abilities,  who,  notwithftanding  fome 
Failings,  had  done  their  Country  very  great 
and  eminent  Services ;  thefe  Men,  I  fay,  hap- 
pening to  go  oft  the  Stage  very    near  one 
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nother,  left  the  Field  open  to  PeRicles, 
who  firft  fubverted  their  Conflitution,  and 
then  eredted  to  himfelf  an  arbitrary  Power, 
which  ended  in  the  Deftrudlion  of  Athens. 

He  was  a  Gentleman  of  a  private  Fortune, 
but  unmeafurable  Ambition ,  which  made 
him  flick  at  nothing  to  advance  himfelf  in 
the  State.  For  this  Purpofe  he  fet  out  on  the 
Foot  of  Liberty^  and  courted  the  Affedions 
of  the  People,  by  pretending  a  Zeal  for  their 
Intereft  upon  all  Occafions  ;  but  when  he 
had  once  made  himfelf  confiderable  by  thefe 
Methods,  he  threw  off  the  Malk,  and 
treated  them  with  the  utmoft  Infolence  ; 
by  Turns  betraying  all  thofe,  who  trufted 
him,  and  knowing  no  Friendfhips,  or  En- 
mities, but  fuch  as  favoured,  or  oppofcd  his 
corrupt  Purpofes.  He  gave  a  very  remarkable 
Inftance  of  this,  with  Regard  to  Chnon^  a 
noble  Athenian  of  great  Parts  and  Integrity^ 
but  one,  whom  'Pericles  hated  and  conflantly 
oppofed,  for  keeping  him  under  that  Sub- 
ordination, which  became  his  Station  and 
Charafter.  Yet  Cimon  afterwards  falling  un- 
der a  Profecution  from  the  People,  he 
fcreen'd  him  in  the  publick  Affembly,  and 
then  made  a  Bargain  with  him,  to  fliare  the 
Government  between  them  ;  but  took  an 
Opportunity  to  revenge  himfelf  in  the  Ruin 
of  his  Son  LacedcemoniuSy  after  his  Father's 
Death. 

As  be  was  Mafter  of  great  Volubility  of 
Tongue,  with  a  Knack  of  fpeaking  plaufibly 
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m  publick,  and  had  joined  to  this  a  very 
daring  and  confummate  Aflurancc  ;  fo  he 
knew  perfedly  well  how  to  improve  them 
to  his  ow^n  Advantage,  in  fupporting  any 
Propofition,  right  or  wrong,  as  it  beft  fuited 
his  prefent  Purpofe ;  for  nothing  was  more 
common  than  to  fee  him  in  one  jijjembly 
with  great  Zeal  confuting  his  own  Argu- 
ments in  2i  former  one  %  and  he  never  fcrupled 
to  contradict  the  moft  certain  Truths,  or  to 
afTert  the  moft  notorious  Falfhoods,  in  order 
to  carry  his  Point,  though  fure  to  be  dif- 
cover'd  a  few  Hours  afterwards,  having  al- 
ways an  Evafion  ready  at  Hand. 

But  notvvithftanding  the  great  Opinion, 
%vhicli  he  feem'd  to  entertain  of  his  own 
Eloquence  and  Cunning,  he  was  convinced 
they  would  prove  but  a  very  feeble  and  fliort- 
lived  Support  to  him,  without  fome  better 
Affiftance.  He  therefore  made  Ufe  of  all 
r.is  Art  and  Contrivance,  to  work  himfelf 
into  the  Adminiftration  of  the  puhlick  Re- 
^vcnues  \  in  which  he  had  the  good  Luck  to 
ihcczicd,  after  the  Death  of  Arijlides ;  who, 
having  been  long  Treafurer  of  Greece ^  did 
not  leave  Money  enough  behind  him  to  de- 
fray the  Expences  of  his  Funeral. Happy 

had  it  been  for  Athens^  if  Pericles  had  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  his  noble  Qualities,  as  well  as 
Employment.  But  his  Charadler  was  the 
■Reverfe  of  the  good  Ariflldes^  and  his  Admi« 
niilration  one  continued  Scene  of  Rapine  and 
Profuaon.     Tliiis  did  he  eftablifh  l:iis  Power 
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on  a  much  more  lading  Foundation  than 
his  PredecelTors,  by  applying  himfclf  to  the 
Foibles  and  Vices  of  Mankind,  which  are 
too  often  the  fureft  Hold  upon  them  ;  for 
though  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  but  that 
many  Corruptions  had  fprung  up,  during 
the  former  Diforders  and  Weaknefs  of  the 
Government ;  yet  fome  Remains  of  the  Mo- 
defty  and  Virtue  of  their  Anceftors  had  hi- 
therto reftrain'd  the  Atheniam  from  an  open 
and  avow'd  Proftitution  of  their  Integrity ; 
but  Pericles^  by  the  licentious  Diftribution 
of  Bribes  and  Bounties  amongft  the  People, 
foon  extingui{h'd  all  Sentiments  of  their  for- 
mer Honefty  and  Love  of  their  Country, 
which  he  treated  as  the  moft  ridiculous  Fa- 
naticifm  j  and  all  the  Endeavours  of  a  few  to 
oppofe  this  Torrent  of  Iniquity  were  the 
publick  and  ftanding  Jeft  of  his  Converfa- 
tion. 

This  extravagant  and  unnatural  Flow  of 
the  publick  Money  by  Degrees  introduced 
that  Spirit  of  Expence  and  Luxury  amongft 
all  Ranks  of  Men,  under  the  miftaken  No- 
tion of  Politenefs ,  which  confumed  the 
Eftates  of  the  beft  Families  in  Athens,  and 
foon  made  them  fo  neceffitous,  that  forgetting 
their  anticnt  Honours  and  the  Dignity  of 
their  Eirth,  they  were  not  afhamcd  to  be-= 
come  tiie  known  Penfioners  of  Pericles^ 
living  in  as  abjcd:  a  Dependence  upon  him, 
as  the  meaneft  of  the  People, 
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Thus  was  unherfal  Corruption  fprcad  over 
the  whole  State ;  and,  to  compleat  their 
Misfortune,  the  very  Money ^  which  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  Neceffities  of  War  only,  was 
Ipent  in  debauching  the  Minds  of  the  People, 
and  what  was  defign'd  for  their  Prefervation, 
turn'd  to  their  Deftruftion. 

As  Pericles  was  not  qualify 'd  by  his  Rank 
to  be  of  the  Aflembly  of  the  Areopagus ;  (the 
great  and  fupreme  Judicature  oi  Athens -y)  fo 
to  remove  every  Obftacle  to  his  Ambition, 
he  employed  all  his  Art  to  undermine  their 
Authority,  and  by  Degrees  drew  all  publick 
Bufinefs  of  Confequence  to  the  popular  Af- 
Jhnblies ;  where,  by  the  Afliftance  of  Bribes, 
Penfions  and  Fimployments,  which  were  all  at 
his  Difpofal,  he  was  fecure  of  carrying  every 
Thing  almoft  without  Oppofition. 

This,  together  with  the  fcandalous  Difre- 
fped:,  with  which  Pericles  affefted  to  treat 
them  upon  all  Occafions,  and  their  llavifli 
Submiffion,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  all  his  Or- 
ders, falling  in  with  the  general  Depravation 
of  the  Times,  foon  brought  them  into  the 
loweft  Contempt  with  the  People,  and  de- 
ftroy^d  all  Regard  for  that  antient  and  aiigujl 
Affembly^  which  had  for  many  Ages  been 
the  Bulwark  and  Defence  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion. 

After  this  fatal  Blow  to  a  State ^  which 
made  the  proudeft  Boaft  of  its  Liberties,  and 
had  ever  fliew'd  the  greatefl:  Jealoufy  of  any 
l>icroachnients  upon  them,  Pericles  obtained 
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almoft  as  abfolute  and  uncontroul'd  a  Power 
as  the  Tyrant  Pyjijlrattis  himfelf  j  which 
gave  Occafion  to  the  calling  him  and  his 
Creatures  the  new  Pyfiftratides ;  for  though  it 
is  well  known  that  the  Arcbons  had  the  Exer- 
cife  of  the  regal  Power,  yet  we  fcarce  read  of 
any  Thing  but  their  Names^  during  the  whote 
Miniftry  o^  Pericles  -^  to  whom  all  Applica- 
tions, both  at  home  and  abroad,  were  con- 
ilantly  made ;  and  he  fcarce  left  them  the 
Shadow  of  Sovereignty. 

But  in  the  Height  of  this  Profperity,  he 
was  not  a  little  diftarb^d  with  the  Threats  of 
a  War  from  Sparta  ;  the  Seeds  of  which,  as 
is  before  obferved,  were  Town  foon  after  the 
End  of  the  Perfian  War^  and  ripen'd  into 
AcSion  by  the  monftrous  Condud  of  Pericles^ 
who  by  Turns  provoked  their  Refentment, 
and  courted  their  Friendfhip,  in  the  moft  ig- 
nominious Manner. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  unneceflary  to  en-- 
large  upon  the  particular  Differences,  \^'hich 
had,  from  Time  to  Time,  arifen  between 
them,  and  increafed  the  Animofities  of  the 
two  States. 

Many  Endeavours  had  been  ufed,  to  put 
an  End  to  this  uneafy  Situation  of  Affiirs  3  in 
which  both  States  were  under  the  Inconve- 
niences and  Expences  of  an  actual  War, 
though  no  formal  Declaration  had  been  made 
of  one,  and  the  Interruptions  the  ylthcniam, 
found  in  their  Trade,  with  the  ContinuaiKt; 
of  very  fevere  Taxes,  occafionM  manv  fond 
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Complaints  amongft   the  People  ;    to  quiet 
which  a  fort  of  CefTation  was  agreed  upon  for 
five  Years.     This,  however,  lafled  but  a  very 
(h'ort  Time,    the  old  Grudges  breaking  out 
again  into  new  Hoftilities  -,  in  the  Purfuit  of 
which  both  Parties  being  tired,  a  Peace  was 
made  between  them  for  thirty  Years,  though 
it  lafted  between   five  and  fix  Years  only, 
which  were  chiefly  employed  in  forming  new 
Allyances,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  War ; 
each  Side  being  very  fenfible  that  the  Articles 
ef  the  T'reaty  were  only  patch'd  up  for  the 
prefent,  but  were  not  a  fufficient  Foundation 
for  a  lafling  Peace  ;    and  accordingly  they 
were  very  negligently  obferved  on  both  Sides ; 
but  it  was  the  Misfortune  of  Athe?2S  always 
to  lofe  Ground  by  thefe  fhort  Intervals  of 
Truce  ;  for  their  unhappy  Behaviour  had  irri- 
tated many  of  their  Neighbours  againft  them  ; 
and  their  confederated  Subjefe  took  the  firfl 
Opportunity  to   chufe   72ew  Prote^orSy    and 
fi'ee  themfelves  from  the  grievous  Impofitions, 
which  the  Atheriians  had  laid  upon   them, 
under  the  Pretence  of  railing  Supplies  for  the 
War. 

PericleSy  well  forefeeing  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  which  an  open  Rupture  with  Sparta 
would  be  to  his  Affairs,  neglected  no  Endea- 
vours to  prevent  it  j  and  it  iSj  not  improperly, 
faid  that  the  Age  of  Negotiation  then  began 
in  Greece,  Minijiers  and  AmbaJJadors  were 
feen  continually  pofling  not  only  over  all 
Greece^  but  even  in  the  adjoining  Kine/loms 
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of  Macedon,  Thejfaly  and  Thrace ;  both  Sides 
endeavouring  to  engage  them  In  ?2(yia  Allymices 
in  their  Favour ;  and  Pericles  was  not  afliamed 
to  court  the  Friendfliip  even  of  the  Pe^'^fians^ 
to  whom  he  had  formerly  profefs'd  fo  much 
Enmity  and  Hatred,  by  putting  the  Ballance 
of  Power  in  their  Hands. 

He  did  not  make  a  much  better  Bargain 
for  his  Country  with  fome  other  of  their  Al- 
lies^  who  owed  their  Prefervation  to  Athens^ 
and  pretended  the  greateft  FriendflTip  for 
them  ;  yet  being  in  Hopes  of  an  Addition  of 
Power  and  Wealth,  by  the  Diminution  of 
the  Trade  of  Athens^  and  the  Decreafe  of 
their  naval  Strength,  in  Confequence  oi  ir, 
they  very  faintly  fupported  the  Intereils  of 
the  AtheniaJis^  and  remifsly  difcharged  tl:e 
Obligations  of  their  Allyances. 

Pericles^  to  remedy  tbefe  growing  Mif- 
cliiefs,  endeavoured  to  gain  over  to  his  In- 
tereft  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Povv^ers,  bv 
the  Propofition  of  certain  Vvdld  ami  impafti- 
cable  Projeds  ;  fuch  as  joining  the  Forces  of 
Athem  to  theirs,  and  making  new  AcceiTion-; 
to  their  Dominions,  by  altering  the  Depen- 
dencies of  fome  of  the  lelTer  Principalities  of 
Greece  ;  but  this  Scheme  gain'd  him  noihino; 
but  Shame  and  Contempt ;  fo  that  aficr  mucli 
Time  and  Labour  had  been  fpcnt  in  tliefe 
fruidefs  Negotiations,  he  had  PvCcourK^  to  tlie 
fame  Methods  abroad,  v/hich  \\t  had  found 
fo  very  fuccefsful  at  home,  and  back'd  all 
his  foreign  Tranfaftions  witli  the  Ofll^rs  of  a 
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yound  Sum  of  Moneys  by  which  Means  he 
engaged  many  of  the  leffer  States  of  Greece 
to  lend  their  Names,  at  leaft,  to  his  ?iew 
Allyinces^  and  kept  fome  of  the  favourite 
ones  in  conftant  Pay,  under  the  Pretence  of 
making  good  their  Expences,  in  keeping 
Troops  to  affift  Athens  upon  Occaiion, 
though  they  never  raifed  one  Man  more  for 
this  Service. 

x'^s  he  could  not  treat  in  the  fame  Manner 
with  the  greater  PcurrSy  he  made  his  Ap- 
phcation  to  their  Minijiers,  whom  he  judged 
by  himfclf,  and  endeavoured  that  Way  to 
gain  them  to  his  Interefl.  Moft  of  them 
took  his  Money  ;  and,  perhaps,  excufed 
themfelves  by  their  Intentions  of  n.either  do- 
ing him  any  Good,  nor  their  Country  any 
Harm ;  for  they  only  amufed  him  v/ith 
Intelligences  of  pretended  Secrets,  many 
Fallhoods,  and  Things  of  little,   or  no  Con- 
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By  this  infamous  Management,  Athejis 
was  made  the  common  Tributary  of  all 
Greece  and  the  neighbouring  Powers ;  not 
only  to  the  great  Wafle  of  the  publick 
Treafure  ;  but,  what  was  worfe,  thefe 
mean  Condefcenfions  from  a  State^  which 
had  for  many  Ages  made  fo  confiderable 
a  Figure  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  loft 
them  all  their  former  Authority,  and  brought 
Athens  into  the  utmoft  Contempt. 

However  Pericles  endeavoured,  from  Time 
to  Tin^ie,  to  varnifli  over,  the  prcfent  State  of 
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Affairs ;  continually  amufing  the  People  with 
Affurances  of  the  Succeffes  of  his  Negotia- 
tions abroad ;  and  even  the  Perplexity  of  them 
was  of  Benefit  to  him ;  for  it  helped  to  divert 
the  Publick  from  looking  into  his  Conduit; 
his  Creatures,  upon  the  leafl  Offer  at  it,  cry- 
ins:  out  that  Divifions  at  home  would  o-ive 
the  greateft  Encouragement  to  the  common 
Enemy. 

The  prefent  Uncertainties  gave  him  like- 
wife  fome  Pretence  for  fupplying  his  vaft 
Expences,  either  to  carry  on  Engagements  to 
prevent  a  War,  or  for  making  the  neceffary 
Preparations  to  begin  one ;  and  thus  Argu- 
ments were  never  wanting  to  fleece  the 
People,  who  in  vain  complain'd  of  the  great 
Profulion  of  the  publick  Money,  w^lthout  any 
Account  having  been  given  of  it  by  One^ 
who  had  for  fo  many  Years  the  fole  and  ab- 
folute  Difpolition  of  their  Revenues ;  Vv'hereas 
it  had  ever  been  ufual  before  his  Time  for  the 
Prytanis^  who  were  a  Co?7Wiittee  of  the  Senate^ 
annually  to  examine  the  publick  Accounts, 
in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  being  fworn 
upon  the  Altar,  before  they  entered  upon  that 
Office,  to  difcharge  their  Duty  with  the  ut- 
mofl:  Impartiality,  Fidelity  and  Joilice  to  theix- 
Country. So  careful  have  all  wife  Govern- 
ments ever  been  to  preferve  this  Branch  of  the 
Adminiftration  from  Corruption  ;  well  know- 
ing that  without  it  all  other  Precautions  would 
be  vain  and  ineffcdual  to  tupport  the  I.ibcrtics 
of  a  free  People, 
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As  Pericles  fell  under  the  general  Cenfurc 
of  the  People,  on  this  Account,  fo  he  did  not 
efcape  being  feveral  Times  charged  in  the 
piblick  AJJemblies  with  the  vifible  Corruption 
of  his  Management;  which  once  went  fo  far 
that  DracontideSy  as  Plutarch  informs  us, 
carry'd  a  Refolution,  or  Decree,  for  impeach- 
ing him  of  embezzling  the  pubiick  Treafure ; 
but  Agnon^  one  of  his  Creatures,  by  the  Al- 
teration of  fome  Words,  rendered  it  inef- 
fectual; and  by  thefe  little  Arts  and  Shifts, 
which  too  many  of  his  Dependents  in  the 
Senate  were  always  ready  to  countenance  and 
fupport,  he  baffled  all  Endeavours  to  obtain 
any  Account  of  the  immenfe  Sums,  which 
he  had  fpent,  during  his  Adminiftration. 

But  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him 
to  have  flood  the  general  Clamour  and  De- 
mand of  the  People  for  bringing  him  to  Ju- 
ftice,  if  he  had  not  had  Recourfe  to  a  iiew 
Artifice^  which  no  Minifter  before  him  had 
the  Affurance  to  attempt.  This  was  a  Pro- 
pofal  for  allowing  him  ten  Talents  fov  Secret- 
Service-Moiiey ;  which,  though  no  very  great 
Sam,  yet  as  it  was  underftood,  and  even  ac- 
knowledged by  himfelf,  to  be  the  Wages  of 
Iniquity y  it  was  giving  a  pubiick  Sandion  to 
Corruption^  and  w^as  a  Precedent,  that  at  once 
quite  overturned  all  the  antient  Checks  and 
Controuls,  by  which  their  A  nceftors  had,  in 
the  ftridleft  Manner,  guarded  againft  the  Em- 
bezzlement of  pubiick  Money ;  the  Difpofal 
of  which  was,  by  this  Stroke,  put  into  the 
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abfolute  Power  of  him,  who  was  at  the  Head 
of  the  Tireafury  \  for  under  this  Cover,  he 
had  the  moft  unlimited  Scope  to  fupply  any 
Expences,  under  Pretence  of  the  pubhck  Ser- 
vice. 

One  would  think  that  nothing  more  could 
have  been  delired  to  gratify  the  moft  infatiable 
Thirft  of  Power  and  Dominion  ;  but  fuch 
were  the  extravagant  Expences  of  Pericles^ 
in  unprofitable  Negotiations  abroad,  and  fatis- 
fying  the  craving  Importunities  of  his  De- 
pendents at  home,  who  always  role  in  their 
Demands  in  Proportion  to  the  Difficulties,  in 
which  they  faw  him  engaged,  and  the  Want 
he  had  of  their  Service,  that  though  he  fear'd 
no  Repulfe  to  the  moft  unreafonable  Demand 
of  ne'-^v  Supplies^  yet  being  confcious  himfelf 
of  his  exorbitant  Expences,  he  began  to  be 
afliamed  that  the  People  fliould  fee  what 
Money  he  confumed.  He  therefore  refolved 
to  make  one  bold  Step  more,  to  fecure  him- 
felf of  a  Fund^  which  would  at  once  fully 
anfwer  his  Purpofes  and  conceal  his  Profufions. 
This  he  put  in  Execution,  by  feizing  upon  the 
facred  Treajlire  at  Delos,  which  was  de- 
pofited  there  by  the  common  Confent  of  the 
States  of  Greece^  to  be  kept  inviolable,  never 
to  be  touched  but  in  Cafe  of  the  utmoft  Ex-- 
tremity,  and  that  not  without  their  unani- 
mous Advice  and  Confent. 

Such  an  open  Violation  of  the  public k 
Faith  raifed  the  Clamours  of  all  Greece  upon 
Pericles y  which  he  endeavoured  to  palliate  at 
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firft  witli  the  Pretence  of  its  being  in  greater 
Safety,  and  the  Advantages,  that  might  be 
made  of  it,  by  employing  it  for  the  Benefit 
of  the  Publick  ;  but  when  he  faw  how  few 
there  were,  who  had  the  Virtue  or  Courage 
to  oppofe  him,  even  in  this  extreme  Aft  of 
Violence,  he  grew  bolder,  in  a  little  Time, 
and  being  prefs'd  upon  this  Article,  openly 
defy'd  them  in  the  publick  jijjemblies^  and 
with  the  mofl  affuming  Arrogance  declared, 
that  the  Money ^  when  if  was  once  granted^ 
^ttas  no  longer  theirs^  who  gave  /V,  but  their Sy 
who  received  it. 

He  foon  after  followed  this  with  another 
Declaration ;  that  the  Neceffities  of  the  State, 
cf  which  he  was  to  be  the  "Judge  himfcJf  were 
above  all  Laws,  and  that  nothing  was  Jo  fa- 
cred  but  that  even  the  Plate  and  Riches  of  the 
temples  might  be  feized^  and  Rejiitution  made 
afterwards ;  well  knowing  that  it  would  not 
be  in  his  Time,  nor  any  Part  of  his  Con- 
cern. 

This^;v^/  T!reafure  being  now  wholly  in 
the  Poffeffion  of  Pericles^  he  had  no  farther 
Trouble  than  to  give  fuch  Account  of  it  to 
the  Publick  as  he  thought  fit ;  for  any  Pro- 
pofal  of  appointing  Perfons  (  as  was  the  an - 
t-ient  Cuftom  )  to  examine  his  Books ^  or  cou7it 
the  I'alaits  remaining^  was  oppofed  with  the 
old  Cant  of  diftrufting  fo  virtuous  a?!  Admi- 
nifi ration,  as  his  Creatures  had  the  Impu- 
dence to  call  it,  and  forwarding  the  Defigns 
oi ^^Q>  Enem)\  by  raifing  Divifions  at  home; 
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the  conftant  Artifice  of  thofe,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  Meafures  deftrudtive  to  their  Coun- 
try, and  are  fenfible  that  their  Adlons  wili 
not  bear  Examination  5  whereas,  in  Truth, 
no  Enemy  is  fo  dangerous  to  a  free  People  as 
thefe  domejtick  Spoilers,  y  for  though  Nations 
may,  and  often  have  been,  laid  wafte  by 
foreign  Invaders  ;  yet  many  of  them  have  re- 
covered their  antient  Freedom  and  Profperity, 
as  Athens  itfelf  had  lately  done,  after  all  the 
Malice  of  the  Ferfian ;  whereas  Hiftory 
affords  us  no  Example  of  any  Nation,  that 
ever  regained  their  Liberties,  when  they  had 
tamely  confented  to  the  Lofs  of  them,  or 
infamoufly  fold  them  to  their  Governors  for 
the  prefent  Supply  of  their  Luxury  and  Vices ; 
but  their  unhappy  Pofterity  have  for  ever 
groaned  under  the  Inheritance  of  Slavery,  de- 
livered down  to  them  by  their  Fore- Fathers, 
—-But  to  return  to  Pericles, 

His  Succefs,  which  even  exceeded  his  own 
Expedlations,  ft  ruck  every  honeft  AtheniaJi 
dumb  with  Aftonifliment  at  the  continued, 
abjedi  Compliances  of  their  FelIow-Citizens« 
Pericles  now  flatter'd  himfelf  that  his  Autho- 
rity and  Power  were  fo  firmly  eftablifh'd,  as 
to  be  out  of  the  Reach  of  all  Accidents.  This 
made  him  fo  haughty  and  infolent,  that  he 
became  e-rlevous  to  his  oivn  Creatures^  and 
the  Objedl  of  imlverfal  Odium  -,  which  was 
not  a  little  heightened  by  the  growing  Neceffi- 
tles  of  the  State,  and  the  Poverty  of  the  Peo- 
pie  J  fo  that  the  former  Clamours  were  again  re- 
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new^d  with  great  Warmth  and  Violence  for 
fin  Account  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Money, 
which  had  been  diffipated  during  his  long  and 
expenlive  Adminiftration.  This  rouzed  his 
Apprehenfions  and  threw  him  into  great  Per- 
plexities ;  which  his  Relation  Alcibiades  tak- 
ing Notice  of  one  Day,  when  he  was  more 
melancholy  than  ufual,  he  afk'd  him  the 
Reafon  of  it.  Pericles  told  him  that  he  was 
confidering  how  to  make  up  hii  Accou7its  with 
the  Fiiblick ;  to  which  this  yoimg  P7^ofiigate 
(  who  gave  fuch  an  early  Inftance  of  the 
Mifchiefs  he  was  one  Day  to  bring  upon  his 
Country )  reply'd  that  he  had  much  better 
confider  how  to  avoid  giving  cny  Account. 
Unhappily  for  Athens^  he  took  his  Kinfman^ 
Advice,  and  feeing  no  other  Way  to  efcape 
and  divert  the  impending  Storm  from  burft- 
ing  upon  himfelf,  he  chofe  to  turn  it  upon 
his  Country,  by  plunging  them  into  a  War 
with  Sparta. 

The  Spartans^  notwithflanding  the  Incli- 
nation they  had  fliewn  to  begin  the  War,  yet 
when  Things  came  near  to  an  Extremity, 
ftill  exprefs'd  a  Defire  of  continuing  the 
Peace ;  and  at  laft  offered  to  defift  from  it, 
in  Cafe  the  Athenians  would  confent  to  take 
off  the  Reilraint  from  the  Trade  of  the  Me-- 
gareafis, 

Pericles^  in  a  long  Speech,  difTuaded  them 
from  accepting  the  Conditions  ofFer'd,  by  tel- 
ling them  that  though  this  was  a  Matter  of  no 
great  Confequence^  (as,  in  Truth,  it  wasnot) 
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^et  the  Manner,  in  which  it  was  alk'd,  made 
it  neceffary  for  the  Commonwealth  to  fliew 
their  Firmnefs  on  this  Occafion,  in  order  to 
fupport  their  Honour,  and  prevent  the  At- 
tempts of  future  Impofitions  upon  them,  in 
Matters  of  greater  Concern. 

This  determined  the  'vefial  ^[fembly  for 
War,  which  was  foon  after  begun  by  the 
Siege  of  Plateay  a  ftrongTown  of  great  Im- 
portance, and  the  only  Acquifition  of  the 
Athenians  by  all  their  glorious  Succeflcs  over 
the  Perfian ;  which  however,  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  War,  was  fcandaloufly  neglefled  by 
the  AthenianSy  and  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  Sparta. 

Some  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  terminate 
the  War  foon  after  it  begun  by  a  T?'uce  made 
for  a  Year,  in  order  to  agree  upon  preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace ;  but  they  were  never  fet- 
led  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  take  Effed: ;  and 
a  PeacCy  that  was  afterwards  concluded  be- 
tween them,  had  little  better  Succefs,  the 
Articles  being  never  put  in  Execution,  or 
comply 'd  with  on  either  Side ;  but  the  (hort 
Time  it  lafted  was  fpent  in  breaking  and  re- 
newing Allyances  with  their  Neighbours  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  would  require  copy- 
ing out  the 7^^  Book  of  T^biicidides  to  repeat 
the  mutual  Infidelities  and  Treacheries  prac- 
tifed  by  Athens  and  Sparta^  during  this  Cef- 
fation,  which  both  Sides  were  more  tired 
Vv^ith  than  the  War  ;  and  all  Greece^  with 
the  neighbouring  Powers,  being  now  one 
Way  or  other  engaged,  it  was  f^oa  renewed 

with 
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with  the  greateft  Animofity,  and  at  lail:  ende^ 
in  the  entire  Reduction  of  Athens  to  the  Sub- 
jeftion  of  Sparta  5  a  Fate,  which  they  might 
in  all  Probability  have  efcaped,  if  Pericles 
had  cither  had  the  Honefty  to  have  prcferved 
the  Peace^  by  forbearing  to  intermeddle, 
where  he  had  nothing  to  do,  or  the  Spirit  to 
have  begun  the  War  fooner,  before  Athem 
was  quite  exhaufted,  and  had  loft  all  Credit 
abroad  by  his  wretched  Management. 

It  ought  however  to  be  remember'^d,  for 
the  Honour  of  that  learned  State,  ^hat  the 
moH:  celebrated  Wits  and  Poets  of  Athem  en- 
deavoured to  open  the  Eyes  of  their  Country- 
men, and  animate  them  againft  Pericles^  by 
expofing  his  Condudi:  in  fatirical  Poems  and 
Invedlivcs ,  but  they  were  too  far  gone  in  Lux- 
ury and  Corruption  to  recover  their  antient 
Spirit,  being  continually  footh'd  in  their  Vi- 
ces by  a  fet  of  profligate  Writers^  whom  Pe- 
ricles had  picked  up  and  employ *d  in  his  Ser- 
vice. Thefe  Fellows  were  fo  abandoned,  that 
they  not  only  made  a  Jeft  of  Liberty^  and 
juftify'd  all  the  Methods  of  arbitrary  Go- 
vernment, but  put  their  Patron  in  Compe- 
tition with  Jupiter  himfelf,  and  flatter'd  him 
with  the  Appellation  of  OlympiuSy  at  the 
lame  Time  that  he  was  precipitating  the  De- 
ftruftion  of  their  Country. 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  over- grown  Power, 
Ambition  and  Corruption  of  one  Man 
brondit  Ruin  noon  the  moft  fiouriiliins;  St;Ue 
in  the  l^mverfej  and  there  are  not  wanting 
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Inftances  of  the  like  Kind  in  Hiftory  to  con- 
vince MS  that  the  fame  Condudl  will  have  the 
fame  Confequences  in  all  Ages  and  all  Nations. 

I  a7n,   SIR,   &c, 

P  H  I  L-A  T  H  E  N  U  S. 
O  N    T  H  E 

Power  of  the   Prince, 

A  N  D    T  H  E 

Freedom  of  the  People. 


"  ■  Furofjo  veramente  tutti  i  Re  pritjcipio  Capi^  e 
iwtj  Re  J  di  RepiihlicPjey  e  nofi  di  regni.  Ma  pot 
il  kingo  tifo  ha  fatto  che  i  Popoli  ft  ftam  difpojli 
et  atmezzati  all*  hahito  dell'  intiera  ubbidieriza^ 
come  apiifito  fuole  ajfucfarji  una  piafita^  S  un 
coYpo  humano  a  muere^  in  terrem^  e  fotto  dims 

dimrfo  dal  fuo  naturak. • 

Card.  Bentivoglio  Relatione  dellc 
Prov.  unite  de  Fiandra.  Lib.  3. 

CARDINAL  Bentivoglio,  from  whofe 
Writings  I  have  taken  the  Motto  to  this 
Paper,  was  a  Man  on  all  Accounts  little  to 
be  fufpefted  of  favouring  the  Caufe  of  Li- 
berty J    much  lefs   of  writing   ftrongly   and 
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boldly  for  it.     But  the  Love  of  it  is  innate  in 
the  Mind  of  every  Man ;   and  however  we 
may  be  depraved  by  bad  Education,  however 
inflamed  by  Party,  Intereft,  or  the  Spirit  of 
Oppofition,  yet  whenever  we  grow  cool,  and 
are  not  immediately  agitated  by  our  Paffions, 
that  Spirit  breaks  out,  and  fhews  itfelf  even 
in  thofe,    who  are  the  greateft  Abettors  of 
arbitrary  Power. 

Thus  the  Cardinal,  borne  down  by  the 
Force  of  Reafon,  and  the  Influence  of  this 
Principle  of  Nature,  expreflTes  in  this  Sen- 
tence not  only  his  own  Opinion,  but  that  of 
all  Mankind,  though  private  Reafons  may 
induce  many  to  profefs  themfelves  of  con- 
trary Sentiments ;  nor  is  it  impoflible  for 
fdme  Men,  weak  in  their  Natures  and  warm 
in  their  Tempers,  to  be  either  fo  far  feduced 
by  the  Arguments  of  defigning  Men,  or  fo 
heated  by  political  Contentions,  as  even  to 
become  in  fome  Manner  convinced,  that  they 
have  no  natural  Right  to  Liberty ;  and  that 
their  Princes  are  born  with  a  juft  Title  to  that 
arbitrary  Power ^  which  is  always  the  Child 
of  Fraud,  or  Ufurpation, 

It  is  bur  great  Happlnefs  that  his  prefent 
Majefly^s  Dominion  is  founded  upon  a  better 
Title  than  either  the  yus  divinum,  or  heredi- 
tary Right,  He  owes  it  purely  to  the  Voice 
of  the  People  in  Parliament,  He  got  it  by 
their  Favour,  and  will  keep  it  by  their  Af- 
fed:ion  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  for  the  Advantage  of 
his  Family,  or  for  that  of  the  Nation,  that 
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he  came  to  the  Throne  upon  thefe  Terms. 
The  Limitations  and  Conditions,  by  the  due 
Obfervance  of  which  he  is  entitled  to  it,  will 
ferve  as  a  certain  Rule  to  his  Pofterity,  by 
which  if  they  guide  themfelves,  they  may 
depend  upon  the  Hearts  and  Purfes  of  their 
Subjeds  to  all  Eternity.  His  Predeceffors  had 
not  the  fame  Advantages.  They  were  bred 
up  in  a  Notion  that  their  Prerogative  entitled 
them  to  do  what  they  pleafed  ;  nor  were  the 
Privileges  of  the  Peoplt  fo  firmly  afcertain'd. 
This  occafion'd  perpetual  Jealoufies,  gave  Op- 
portunities for  evil  Miniflers  to  impofe  upon 
the  Prince,  and  for  Jeditious  Perfons  to  in- 
flame the  People.  It  often  gave  Rife  to  un- 
warrantable A(fls  of  Power;  and  thus  frequent- 
ly expofed  both  the  royal  Family  and  the  Na-* 
tion  to  the  utmoft  Confufion. 

Machiavely  in  his  political  Difcourfes,  lays 
down  this  Pofition  ;  that  no  Government  can 
long  enjoy  Liberty,  unlefi  it  he  frequently 
brought  back  to  its  firjl  Principles,  It  is  the 
Nature  of  all  Government  to  degenerate.  As 
it  grows  older,  it  gradually  deviates  and  flies 
farther  from  its  firft  Intention,  which  is  fingly 
the  Advantage  of  Society  ;  till  at  laft  it  at- 
tains fuch  a  Degree  of  Corruption,  that  its 
Order  becotnes  entirely  inverted;  and  that 
Infl:itation,  by  which  the  Prince  was  firll 
only  the  Servant  of  the  Publick,  obliges  the 
Publick  to  be  Slaves  to  the  Prince.  For  this 
Reafon  he  recommends  a  frequent  Renewal 
of  the  Conftitutioa*     The   various   Revolur 
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tioiis  in  this  Kingdom  have,  in  a  great  Mca- 
fure,  anlwer'd  this  End.  They  have  purged 
off  the  Luxuriances  of  Power  ;  and  though 
few  of  them  have  gone  fo  deep  as  to  bring  us 
back  to  the  primitive  Purity  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  yet  they  have  ftill  preferved  us  2Lfree 
People^  when  Liberty  is  loft  in  almoft  every 
other  Part  of  Europe. 

The  lafl  Revolution  has  done  more  for  us 
than  any  of  the  reft.  I  would  not  be  under- 
ftood  to  fpeak  of  that,  which  was  brought 
about  in  Favour  of  our  great  Deliverer  the 
Prince  of  Orafige,  I  mean  that,  by  which 
the  prejent  royal  Family  were  feated  upon 
the  Throne.  This  happy  Change  in  cur  Go- 
vernment, though  it  is  not  mark'd  out  by 
any  fuch  Appellation,  is  the  moft  important 
we  have  had.  It  has  amounted  within  a  few 
Degrees  of  that  Redudion  to  th^frfi  Prin- 
ciples  of  Government^  which  Machiavel  re- 
commends. Our  Conftitution  has  received 
a  new  Spring  from  it  \  and  had  we  taken 
Care  to  guard  againft  a  few  Inconveniences, 
as  we  might  have  done,  or  ufed  the  fame 
Caution  to  prevent  new  Dangers^  as  to  re- 
drefs  old  Grievajices^  our  Liberties  had  been 
delivered  down  to  our  Pofterity,  after  a  thou- 
fand  Years,  more  fecure  and  with  a  greater 
Profpedt  of  long  Duration,  than  at  the  very 
Beginning  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Sentence  prefixed  to  this  Paper  con- 
tains an  Account  of  the  firft  Powers,  with 
which   Princes  were  invcfted.     It  alledges, 
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that  the  prefent  Power  of  unlimited  Monarchy 
owes  its  Rife  only  to  an  Abufc  of  the  fir fl  Truji 
repofed  in  Them  ;  to  which  (though  repugnant 
to  human  Nature)  by  gradual  Steps  and  long 
JJfe^  Men  were  infenfibly  habituated.  The 
original  State  of  Monarchy  is  juftly  defcribed 
very  different  from  what  it  is  now  in  all  arbi- 
trary Governments-  Kings  were  then  no  more 
than  Chiefs^  or  principal  Magifirates^  i?i 
States  Republican  and  free. 

It  ought  to  give  every  Englifiman  the 
greateft  Satisfaftion  to  find  the  Conftitution  we 
now  live  under,  fince  its  laft  Renewal,  bear- 
ing fo  near  a  Refemblance  to  primitive  Li- 
berty. Our  Princes  are  now,  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  upon  the  fame  Foot  with  the/e  Chiefs^ 
or  principal  Magflrates  of  old.  They  have 
Authority  given  them  to  defend  the  Laws  of 
the  Land,  but  not  to  break  them.  They 
have  too  lately  received  their  Crown  from  the 
Hands  of  the  Nation  to  forget  that  it  is  to 
them  only  they  owe  it,  and  that  confequently 
they  can  be  entitled  to  no  Powers  but  what 
are  granted  by  them.  The  People  muft  ftill 
remember  that  their  own  Hands  adorned  the 
Temples  of  their  Kings,  and  can  have  Re- 
courfe  to  known  and  pofitive  Laws,  if  Pri^ 
*vilege  and  Prerogative  fliould  ever  clafli. 
They  ure  no  longer  to  be  abufed  by  the 
Sound  of  Words ;  nor  will  they  fuffer  them- 
felvesany  longer  to  be  duped  into  an  Opinion, 
becaufe  mod  of  thofe,  who  have  enjoy 'd  the 
Title  of  King^  have  alfo  enjoy'd  an  arbitrary 
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^way,  that  therefore  regal  Authority  muft 
inevitably  import  an  abjolutc  Dominion. 
They  juftly  look  upon  this  Word  as  one  of 
the  many,  which  have  different  Meanings; 
and  fignifies  with  us  po  other  than  a  third 
EJlate,  fuperior  to  every  Individual,  yet  infe- 
rior to  the  colledlive  Body  of  the  People, 
whofe  Advantage  and  Profperity  were  the 
only  Caufcs  of  its  Exiftence. 

The  JB  of  Settlement  has  obtain'dall  thefe 
great  Advantages  for  us.  T'hat  CompaB  be- 
tween Prince  and  People^  which  has  been 
formerly  treated  by  fome  Perfons  as  a  mere 
Chimasra,  is  now  no  longer  to  be  difputed. 
In  that  A51  are  contained  certain  Stipulations 
and  Conditions,  under  which  the  Pri?ice  has 
confented  to  accept,  and  by  which  Tenure 
only  he  holds  his  Crown.  By  thefe  Means 
every  Subjcft  in  the  Nation  may  know  the 
precife  Extent  of  his  Prince'^  Power,  and 
the  Meafures  of  his  own  Allegiance ;  how 
far  and  how  long  he  is  bound  to  obey. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  many 
wife  and  prudent  Reftridlions  of  this  our  fe- 
cond  Magna-Charta.  I  fhall  only  mention 
two  of  the  fundamental  Points  in  this  publick 
A5f,  which  fufficiently  evince  the  Care  and 
Z^al,  with  which  the  Parliament^  on  this 
Occafion,  purfued  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation. 
They  even  fcem,  if  we  may  judge  from  what 
hasfince  happened,  to  have  carry *d  their  Cau- 
tion beyond  the  Bounds  of  abfolute  Neceffi- 
ty,  or  Prudence.     Being  apprized  that  the 
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Dominions  of  the  prefent  royal  Family  were 
very  confiderable  abroad,  and  not  knowing 
how  far  their  Tendernefs  for  their  native 
Country  might  carry  them  to  the  Pre- 
judice of  this  Kingdom,  they  made  thefe 
two  Points  the  principal  Conditions  of  their 
Government ;  fi^Ji^  that  the  King  fhould  ne-- 
ver  leave  his  Britiih  Dominions  without  Con- 
fent  of  Parliament  \  and  fecondly  that  he 
fiould  never  engage  England  in  any  Broils  re^ 
lating  to  his  foreign  ^Territories,  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  without  any  Refleftion 
upon  the  Prudence  of  the  Parliament,  who 
inlifted  upon  thefe  Conditions^  that  they  were 
upon  this  Occalion,  a  little  deficient  in  good 
Manners  \  but  this  Error  may  be  forgiven, 
as  it  proceeded  from  their  Zeal,  and  we  have 
fince  correded  it,  by  abandoning  thofe  two 
Points,  of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking ;  the 
thtjirjl  foon  after  his  late  Majefty's  Acceffion 
to  the  Throve  ;  the  other  not  long  ago,  in 
that  juft,  honourable,  and  ever-memorable 
Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by 
which  we  engaged  to  fupport  and  7nai?jtain 
his  Majejlfs  German  Dominions^  with  the 
utmofi  Efforts  of  Great-Britain. 

The  remaining  Articles  of  the  AB  of  Set- 
tlement are  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  we  have  no 
Reafon  to  fear  they  will  be  difpenfed  with. 
I  have  already  (hewn  how  much  it  is  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  Prince,  as  well  as  the  People, 
to  maintain  them.  I  have  mentioned  many 
Advantages  arifing  from  a  Settlement  efta- 
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bliflVd  on  the  Foot  of  Liberty,  They  are 
fuch,  that  I  think  any  Man,  who  endeavours 
to  raife  the  Prerogative  one  Step  higher  than 
it  ftands  at  prefcnt,  or  even  argues  in  Favour 
of  fuch  Condud:,  either  with  a  View  to  fe- 
duce  the  People^  or  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
his  PrirjcCy  is  the  worft  of  Traytors,  and 
deferves  the  Curfe  and  Hatred  of  the  whole 
Community. 

Sir  William  1'emph\  in  his  Obfcrvations 
upon  the  Dutch  Republick,  made  this  judi- 
cious  Remark. "   That  this  flomachful 

People,  who  could  not  endure  the  leafh 
Exercife  of  arbitrary  Power,  or  Impofi- 
tions,  under  the  SpaniJJ:  Government^  have 
been  fince  inured  to  digefl  them  in  the 
higheft  Degree,  under  their  own  popular 
Magijlrates\  bridled  with  hard  Laws-y 
terrify *d  \v\\h  fever e  Executions-,  environed 
W\i\i foreign  Forces-,  and  opprefs'd  with 
the  moft  cruel  Hardfiips,  and  Variety  of 
TaxeSy  that  was  ever  known  under  any 
•'  Government." 

TheReafon  of  this  great  and  general  Con- 
tent, under  the  moft  fevere  Oppreffion,  was 
only  this ;  that  they  found  every  one  fub- 
jed:  to  the  fame  Law,  The  Perfons  in  the 
Adminiflr ation  could  make  no  Advantage 
from  the  publick  Calamities.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  felt  the  Weight  of  the  publick 
Misfortunes  more  heavily  than  thofe,  who 
had  lefs  Intcreft  in  the  general  Welfare.  It 
was  never  obfervcd  in  that  Country,   that  the 
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principal  Men  in  the  Commojiwealth  encreafed 
in  Riches,  in  Proportion  as  the  Country  grew 
poorer,  or  the  Publick  laboured  under  heavier 
Taxes.  Thefe  Evils  were  well  guarded  a- 
gainft  by  their  Conftitution  ;  and  therefore 
they  confider'd  all  their  Misfortunes  as  a  wife 
and  jufl  Regulation  of  Providence  for  fome 
important  Ends,  which  confequently  they 
never  repined  at. 

The  Hanover  SucceJJion  under  the  Limi- 
tations, which  I  have  mentioned,  and  on 
which  it  is  founded,  has  obtain'd,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  thefe  Advantages  for  us.  The 
Prince  himfelf  is  now  fubjed  to  the  Lanv^ 
and  the  AB  of  Settlement  bind  him  equally 
with  ^^meancfl  Teafant. 

The  Benefits  of  this  excellent  Eftablifh- 
ment  are  not  fo  eafily  difcover'd,  'till  fome 
Abufes  happen.  But  if  ever  a  weak  and  cor- 
rupt Admini[lratio7i  fhould  arife ;  if  an  evil 
Minijler  fliould  embezzle  the  publick  Trea- 
fure  ;  if  he  fhould  load  the  Nation,  in  Times 
of  Peace,  with  Taxes  greater  than  would  be 
ncceffary  to  defray  the  Charge  of  an  expen- 
(ive  War;  if  the  Money  thus  raifed  fhould 
be  expended,  under  the  Pretence  oi  fecret 
Services^  to  line  his  own  Pockets;  to  flop  the 
Mouths  of  his  hungry  Dependents  ;  to  bribe 
fome  future  Parliament  to  L:pprove  his  Mea- 
fures  J  and  to  patch  up  an  ill-digefled,  bafe, 
difhonourable  Peace  with  foreign  Powers, 
whom  he  fhall  have  offended  by  a  continued 
Series  of  Provocations  and  Blunders  ^  if  he 
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fhould  advife  his  Sovereign  to  make  it  a 
Maxim,  that  his  Security  confifted  in  the 
Continuance,  or  Increafe  of  the  public  Debts^ 
and  that  his  Grandeur  was  founded  on  the 
Poverty  of  his  Subjects  ;  if  he  {hould  hazard 
the  Affedions  of  the  People,  by  procuring 
greater  Revenues  for  the  Crown^  than  they 
fhould  be  able  to  fpend,  or  the  People  be  well 
able  to  raile ;  and  after  this  engage  his  Prince 
to  demand  ftill  farther  Sums  as  his  Right, 
which  all  Men  (hould  be  fenfible  were  not 
his  Due ;  I  fay,  if  the  Nation  (liould  ever 
fall  under  thefe  unhappy  Circumftances, 
they  will  then  find  the  Excellence  oi^i  free 
Conflitution,  The  publick  Difcontent,  which 
upon  fuch  Occafions  has  formerly  burft  forth 
in  a  Torrent  of  Blood,  of  univerfal  Con- 
fufion  and  Defolation,  will  make  itfelf  known 
only  in  faint  Murmurs,  and  dutiful  general 
Complaints.  The  Nation  will  wait  long, 
before  they  engage  in  any  defperate  Mea- 
fures,  that  may  endanger  a  Conflitution, 
which  they  juftly  adore,  and  from  which 
they  confidently  exped:  a  fure,  though  per- 
haps a  dilatory  Juflice,  upon  fuch  an  enor- 
mous Offender. 

Thefe  are  the  ineftimable  Advantages  of 
our  prefent^  happy  Settlement,  Let  us  prize 
it  as  we  ought.  Let  us  not  have  the  worfc 
Opinion  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  becaufe  it  may, 
in  fome  Inftances,  be  abufed.  But  let  us  re- 
tain the  highefl  Veneration  for  it.     Let  us 
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remember  how  much  it  is  our  Right,  and  let 
us  refolve  to  preferve  it  untainted  and  invio- 
late. Thus  {hall  we  truely  ferve  our  King ; 
we  (hall  do  our  Duty  to  our  Country  \  and 
preferveourfelves  in  the  Condition,  for  which 
all  Men  were  originally  defign'd;  that  is,  of 
Tifree  People. 


i^  AI?«  ^vfi^  JiZ^  "J^^  32^ 


Of  the  Constitution 
of  Great-Britain. 


IT  is  pleaiant  to  obfcrve  a  Set  of  Writers 
charging  others  with  forming  Republican 
Schemes^  when  they  themfelves  are  the  Per- 
fons,  who  in  EfFed:,  and  by  the  neceflary  Con- 
^  fequence  of  their  Way  of  Reafoning,  have 
been  placing  our  excellent  Confiitution  in  a 
moft  ridiculous  and  contemptible  Light. 
According  to  them,  it  is  no  better  than  a 
Jumble  of  incompatible  Powers,  which 
would  feparate  and  fall  to  Pieces  of  them- 
felves, unlefs  reftrain'd  and  upheld  by  fuch 
honourable  Methods  as  thofe  of  Bribery  and 
Corruption  y  for  how  is  it  poflible  for  any 
Man,  under  any  other  Notion,  to  plead  for 
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the  Neceffity,  or  for  the  Fitnefs  of  Places^ 
and  Peyijions^  or  any  pecuniary  Influefjce 
among  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mom  ?  If  any  Dependence  or  Biafs^  created 
by  fiich  MotiveSy  were  really  neceflary,  it 
would  prove  tliat  the  Form  of  our  Govern- 
ment  itfelf  was  dcfedlive  to  a  Degree  of  Ri- 
diculoufnefs  ;  that  it  was  a  Conftitution^ 
having  a  Reprejhitatlve  of  the  People^  which 
muft  be  engaged  not  to  reprefent  them ;  nor  to 
vote  and  ad,  as  they  would  vote  and  ad:,  if 
uninfluenced  by  private  Interejl^  or  corrupt 
Motives.  Now,  \i  fuch  an  Influence ^  or  De- 
/'f7?^V;/<:v,wasuniverfal  and  unlimited  through- 
out the  whole  Houfe^  the  Monarchy  would 
be  abfolute  ,  and  whenever  this  htfluence  pre- 
vails in  any  Degree,  it  tends  to  arbitrary 
Power.  For  this  Reafon,  the  true  Friends  of 
Liberty  mufl  perpetually  guard  againft  fuch 
Influences',  which  is  not  fetting  up  a  ?iew 
Form  of  Government^  but  prefcrving  the 
eld: 

Our  Conflitution  may,  in  fome  Senfe,  be 
feid  to  be  a  fleeting  Thing,  which  at  diflfe- 
rent  Times  hath  difi'er'd  from  itfelf,  as  Men 
differ  from  themfelves  in  Age  and  Youth,  or 
in  Sicknefs  and  Health;  but  fl:ill  it  is  the 
fame,  and  it  is  our  Duty  to  preferve  it,  as  far 
as  we  are  able,  in  its  full  Strength  and  Vi- 
uou?.  J  don't  know  a  more  ufefjl  Turn  of 
Mind,  and  v/hat  will  contribute  more  to  this 
End,  than  that,  which  difpofeth  us  to  obferve 
the  feveral  Changes  m  our  Conflitution ;  the 
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Caufesy  which  have  produced  them ;  and  the 
Confeqiiences  attending  them.  I  don't  pre- 
tend, for  my  Part,  to  enter  far  into  this  Sub- 
jeft;  but  will  only  offer  feme  few  Obferva- 
tions  on  what  hath  happened  of  that  Kind, 
during  the  Reigns  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne  -,  and  I  leave  it  to  other  Pens  to 
remark  farther  back,  or  to  continue  fuch  Re- 
roarks  farther  on. 

At  the  Time  of  the  Revolution^  our  Cg71- 
jlttution  received  a  confiderable  Strength  by 
that  AB^  which  is  caird  the  Declaration  of 
Rights ;  by  which,  we  hope,  an  End  is  put  to 
the  dangerous  Claims  and  Practices  of  fome 
forme?'  Reigns ;  fuch  as  that  of  a  Power  in  the 
Crown  to  difpenfe  with  the  Execution  of  the 
Laws  y  as  alfo  that  of  keeping  up  a  /landing 
Army  in  Time  of  Peace  without  Confent  of 
Parliamefit ;  and  fome  other  Particulars, 
which  are  contained  in  that  A5t.  I  don't 
reckon  that  we  obtained  any  Thing  new  by 
it ;  any  Thing,  that  was  not  our  juft  Right 
before ;  nor  does  it  provide  fuch  Remedies  for 
us,  or  fuch  Penalties  for  the  Offenders  againfl 
it,  as  might  have  been  contrived  5  yet  it  is  an 
Advantage  to  have  that  exprefly  declared  and 
acknowledged  to  be  our  Rights  which  had 
once  been  brought,  how  unjuflly  focver,  into 
Difpute. 

About  five  or  fix  Years  after  this,  we  ob- 
tain'd  the  Triennial  Aff\  which  was  an  ad- 
ditional Security  to  our  Liberties -y  for  though 
it  may  feem,    from  the   Reafbn  of  Things 

and 


(    254    ) 

and  antient  Ufage,  that  Parliaments  ought 
to  have  been  either  annual^  or  to  continue 
no  longer  than  till  the  particular  Bufinefs^  for 
which  they  were  fummon'd,  was  finifh'd ; 
yet,  by  the  Precedents  made  of  the  long  Con- 
tinuance of  the  fame  Parliament^  in  the  Reigns 
of  Charles  the  firjl  and  fecond^  it  was  be- 
come fit  and  requifite  to  enadt,  by  an  exprefs 
Law,  that  there  fhould  be  a  new  one^  at  leaft, 
once  in  three  Tears,  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
wonder'd  that  this  was  not  taken  Care  of  iii 
the  Declaration  of  Rights-,  for  though  it  is 
declared  that  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held 
frequently,  (by  which  might  not  improperly 
be  underftood  7jew  Parliaments)  yet,  in  a 
Matter  of  fuch  Importance,  one  might  have 
expefted  more  clear  and  pofitive  Expreffions. 
The  only  Reafon  I  can  aflign  for  this  is,  that 
that  Declaration  was  chiefly  intended  to  af- 
fert  and  alTure  to  us  thofe  Rights,  which  had 
been  invaded  by  King  fames.  Now,  that  of 
holding  the  fa7?ie  Parliament  for  a  longT^erm 
was  no  Part  of  the  Complaints  againft  his 
Government ;  fince  during  his  (hort  Reign 
he  call'd  but  one  Parliament,  and  that  he  dif- 
folved  abruptly  at  iht'w  fecond  SeJJions, 

But  I  proceed  to  mention  thofe  other  Adls^ 
which  King  William  pafs*d,  for  fecuring  to 
\xs  free  Parliaments^  and  confequently  our 
Con  ft  i  tut  ion  and  Liberties.  There  was  one, 
to  prevent  double  -^wdi  falfe  Returns  \  another 
to  prevent  Bribery  ;  another  to  prohibit  Com- 
mijjions    of  the  Excife  fttifig  in  the   Houje ; 
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and  by  a  Claufe  in  an  jloi  of  the  12th  of  his 
Reign,  which  is  the  ^^  of  Settlement,  it  was 
provided  that  after  his  Deceafe,  and  the  De- 
ceafe  of  the  then  Princefs  y^/?«^,  no  Perfon, 
who  had  any  OJice,  or  Place  of  Profit,  un- 
der  the  King,  or  received  any  Penfionfrom  the 
Crowny  p^ould  be  capable  of  ferving  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
paffing  thofe  Laws  was  certainly  giving 
Strength  and  Security  to  our  Liberties,  in 
the  moft  important  and  effential  Article ; 
for  the  Freedom  and  Independency  of  this 
Afj'embly  is  undeniably  the  Support  of  them 
all,  and  upon  which  the  Fabrick  of  our 
whole  Conftitution  depends.  The  Members 
of  this  Houfe  are  the  Truflees  and  Guar- 
dians of  all  we  have,  and  of  all  our  Pofte- 
rity. 

I  will  add  one  Inftance  more  of  the  Ad- 
vantage, accruing  to  the  Caufe  of  Liberty, 
under  the  Reign  of  that  glorious  Deliverer  of 
our  Country.  What  I  mean  is,  his  comply- 
ing with  the  Defire  of  his  People  and  Par^ 
liament,  in  reducing  the  Number  of  the 
fianding  Forces  in  England  to  about  7000 
Men.  Thus  we  fee  that  as,  by  the  coming  in 
of  King  William,  our  Religion  and  Liberties 
were  preferved  from  the  Defigns  and  Projedls 
then  on  Foot  to  deftroy  both-,  fo,  by  his  fuc- 
ceeding  Reign,  he  farther  ft.rengthen*d  and 
fecured  them  to  us  by  good  Laws.  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  whenever  it  fliall  be 
thought  proper  tofetup  an  equeftrian  Statue 
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to  the  Memory  of  that  Prince^  an  lufcriptlon 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  the  Pedeftal  in  thefe, 
or  fuch  Hke  Words. — To  the  immortal  Memory 
of  King  William  the  thirds  who  by  an  /6^- 
zardous  and  glorious  Enterprize  preferved 
the  Eritifh  Nation  from  the  immineiit  Dajiger 
of  Popery  and  Slavery  ;  and  afterwards  with 
more  Glory ^  as  fecuring  us  for  the  future  is 
doing  afar  greater  Good  than  only  once  pre- 
venting  a  prcfent  Danger^  he  confirmed  and 
Jlrengthe7id  its  Liberties  by  Juch  excellent 
Laws  as  the  Trieisin I AL  Act,  and  that  of 
the  1 2th  of  his  Reign ^  entitled  an  A5i  for  the 
FARTHEFv  Limitation  of  the  Crown^  and 
better  fecuring  the  Rights  andlui^ER- 
TIES  of  the  SubjeB. 

It  can  be  no  Objeftion  againft  fetting  up 
fuch  a  Memorial  oi  thofe  Laws^  that  ihcfrji 
of  them  is  repealed,  and  that  the  Claufe  above- 
mention  d  in  the  other  is  repeal'd  hkewife;  for 
though,  in  Deference  to  the  V/ifdom  of  the 
Legifature^  we  fuppofe  that  the  "Repeal  was 
for  good  Reafons^  with  Regard  to  the  Time, 
in  which  they  were  repeal'd  ;  yet  we  may  af- 
firm that  the  cnaBing  of  thetn^  at  the  Time 
they  were  enafted,  was  for  good  Reafons  too, 
and  fuch  as  arife  from  a  Confideration  of  the 
Nature  of  Gover?2ment,  the  Principles  of  Li- 
berty, and  Precedents  in  yr^^  States. 

I  was  induced  to  mention  thefe  Things  at 
prefent,  becaufeyi;;;^^  Perjons  are  often  calling 
upon  and  defying  People  to  inflance  any  one 
Article  of  Liberty^   or  Security  for  Liberty, 
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which  we  once  had,  and  do  not  flill  hold 
and  enjoy.  I  defire  Leave  to  allc  them,  whe- 
ther long  Parliaments  are  the  fame  Thing  as 
having  frequent  Ele5liom, — Is  the  Circum- 
ftance  of  having  almofi  two  hundred  Members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  veiled  with  Offices  . 
or  Places,  under  the  Crown,  the  fame  Thing 
as  having  a  haw^  that  would  have  excluded 
all  Perjbns^  -who  hold  Places^  from  fitting 
there"? — Is  an  Army  of  above.  17,000  Men, 
at  the  Expence  of  Z^o^ooo  per  Ann.  for  the 
Service  of  Great  Britain^  the  fame  Thing  as 
an  Army  of  7000  Men,  at  the  Expence  of 
350,000*/.  p£r  Annwn  for  Engla?{dj  and  I 
will  fupoofe  there  mi2;h  the  about  7000  Men 
more  for  Scotland? — >Is  the  Riot-Atf^  which 
eflabliflies  Pafive-Obedience  and  Non-Re- 
f fiance  by  a  Law,  even  in  Cafes  of  the  utmoft 
Extremity,  the  fame  Thing  as  leaving  the 
People  at  Liberty  to  redrefs  themfelve3,when 
they  are  grievoufly  opprcfs'd,  and  tliereby  ob- 
lige the  Prince,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  depend 
on  their  Afeciions? 

But  to  return  from  whence  I  have  digrefs'd^ 
and  pafs  to  the  next  Reign.  In  that  of  Qoeeii 
Anne  a  very  expenfive  War  againft  France 
involved  the  Nation  in  a  heavy  Debt,  (which 
I  hope  will  be  a  Warning  to  us  from  engaging 
haftily  in  another)  and  occalion'd  the  granting 
feveral  Duties  and  T'axeSy  which  arc  received 
by  the  Crown,  and  charged  as  Funds  to  pay  - 
intereil:  on  feveral  great  Sums,  that  IvAve  been 
borrow'd.     This  Circumftance  is  certainly  of 
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no  Advantage  to  the  Caufe  of  Liberty^  as  It 
makes  the  Croivn  the  immediate  Steward  and 
R.eceiver  of  the  annual  Income  of  near^/y 
Millions  of  the  People  s  Property  ;  befides  in- 
creafing  its  Influence  and  Weight  by  the  vaft 
Number  of  Officers^  employed  in  colleding, 
overfeeing  and  paying  theje  Funds  and  Re- 
.irnucs.  I  muft  farther  add,  that  there  was  a 
Claufe  in  an  A5i  of  Parliament  repeaPd  in 
this  Reign,  which  till  then  had  been  highly 
valued,  as  what  would  tend  very  much  to  the 
Security  oi  our  Liberties.  I  mean  that  Claufe 
of  the  1 2th  of  King  fFilliam  above-mention*d, 
by  Virtue  of  which,  after  the  Deceafe  of  the 
Slueen,  no  Perfon  having  any  Place  could  fit 
in  the  Hotife  of  Commons,  I  mention  this 
without  any  Delign  to  caft  the  leaft  Reflecflion 
on  that  excellent  Priiuefs^  who  pafs'd  many 
good  Laws  for  the  Security  of  Liberty ^'2i%\v^ 
appear  from  what  I  am  going  to  mention ; 
for  by  the  fame  AB,  in  which  that  Clauje 
was  repeal'd,  there  was  another  inferted,  by 
which  all  Perfons,  holding  the  feveral  Offices 
therein  fpecify'd,  were  incapacitated  from  fit- 
ting in  the  Hoife  of  Commons ;  as  well  as  all 
Perfons,  holding  any  new  Places^  created 
fince  3705.  By  tht  Jam e  A6l  all  Perfons, 
w^ho,  after  their  Elecflion  into  Parliament,  fliall 
accept  any  Office  of  Profit  whatfoever  under 
the  Crown ^  (except  in  the  Armv  or  Navy)  are 
declared    incapable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe, 

nnlefs   re-eleBed, In  confenting  to  thefe 

ChnfeSy  her  Majelly  gave  us  immediate  Pof- 
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feffion  of  the  Benefit  of  them  ;  whereas  that 
of  the  1 2th  of  King  WiUiojn^  though  it  was 
more  extenfive,  yet  was  not  to  take  Place  till 
a  Time  remote,  and  fo  was  repeal'd  before  it 
came  in  Force.  In  the  5th  Year  of  her  Reign, 
{he  pafs'd  the  ^alification-AEl^  which  re- 
quires that  every  Member  for  a  Borough  fhall 
have  300/.  per  Annum,  and  for  a  County 
600  /.  per  Amium  ;  a  Law,  which  was  inten- 
ded to  confine  the  Eleftion  to  fuch  Perfons  as 
are  independent  in  their  Circumjiances  -,  have 
a  valuable  Stake  in  the  Land  y  and  mud 
therefore  be  the  moft  ftrongly  engaged  to 
confult  the  piiblick  Good^  and  ledft  liable  to 
Corruption,  T^bis  Law  has  been  of  great 
Service  to  us,  and  is  fo  ftill ;  though  far  frdlhi 
being  efieftual  j  but  it  would  be  in  a  great 
Meafure  needlefs,  if  we  were  once  made  fe- 
cure  againft  Bribery  at  EkBions  and  Corrupt 
tion  after  Elections ;  becaufe  the  People,  v^rhen 
left  to  themfelves,  would  naturally  chufe  the 
chief  and  beft  Sort  of  the  Gentry  to  reprefent 
them. 

But  I  propofe,  as  I  faid  before,  to  purfue 
thefe  Kind  of  Remarks  no  farther  than  thofe 
two  Reigns.  I  will  only  add,  that  if  any  Part 
of  thefe  good  Laws,  which  ilill  fubiift,  and 
were  form'd  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Free- 
dom  of  Parliaments,  have  not  their  due  Force, 
by  Reafon  of  fome  conceal d  Evajions,  which 
in  Length  of  Time  may  have  been  found  out ; 
what  can  be  more  reafonable  than  to  apply  an 
eifedtual   Remcdv  ?    Is  it  not  of  a  hundred 
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Times  more  Confeqiience  to  prevent  fuch  E- 
'vqjioris  and  any  little  Frauds  in  the  Cujioms  ? 
If  the  Laws  formerly  contrived,   for  fecuring 
to  us  free  Par  lime/its  and  frequent  Ele5liG?2S^ 
have  been  repeal'd  ;  it  is  natural  to  defire  that 
a  proper  Opportunity  may  offer  itfclf  for  re- 
covering  what    jve   once  enjoy 'd  by  exprefs 
Law,  as  well  as  by  the  Nature  of  our  Conjli- 
tution.     And  farther,  if  ihtpublick  Debts  arc 
fuch  an  Incumbrance  and    Embarafsment  to 
us,  that  we  could  not  engage  with  Vigour  in 
a  War,    even  upon  our  ow?i  Account^  and  for 
our  own  immediate  Interejls,    if  Occalion   re- 
quired, or  if  they  are  fo  circumftanced,  that 
they  may   render  our  Liberties  lefs  fecure; 
wiat  can  be  more  fit  and   reafonable  than  to 
make  Ufe  of  the  Means  we  have  in  our  Hands 
to  leffen  thefe  Debts,  by  managing  the  national 
Expence  with  all  poiiible  Frugality,  and  fhun- 
ning  all  Occafions  of  Increafing  them  ?     Sure, 
v\o good  Ally  can  expert  that  wx  fliould  adl  for 
his  Intereji^  with  lefs  Caution  than  wc  ufe  for 
our  own  ;  or  that  we  iliould  be  more  quick  in 
making  Reprifals  upon  the  Aggreffors  againft 
kirn,  than  we  are  upon  thofe  againft  ourfehes! 
If    the    miftijlerial  Ad^'cocates  would    be 
thought  to  have  any  Senfe  of  Liberty,  or  Re- 
^oolution-'Principles,  left  unextinguifli'd  in  their 
Breafts,  let  them  come  fairly  to  thefe  Points y 
without  Sophiftry,   or  Prevarication ;  but  if, 
mftead  of  this,  they  are  refolved  to  diudge  on 
in   their  old  Road    of  calling  Jacobite  and 
"Republican^  they  mufl  expcdl  to  continue  in 
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the  fame  Contempt  they  are  at  prefent,  and 
only  make  their  Patron  ridiculous,  as  well  as 
themfelves. 

/  am^,  S  I R^   &c. 

The   Freeholder's 

Political     Catechifm. 


I  have  lately  read  a  little  Piece,  intltlcd^  the  Fres^ 
holders  political  Catechifm'^  and  as  the  Difty 
to  our  Country  is  next  to  our  Duty  to  God,  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  fprcad  into  as  many 
Hands  as  poffiblc,  at  this  Jundure.  I  iliall 
prefent  my  Country  Readers  with  thofe  Parts 
of  it,  which  relate  immediately  to  the  British 
Couftitiition  and  the  Liberty  of  the  SiibyM, 

Extraasfrom  the  FREEHOLDER'^  Political 

Catechism. 

Qjj  E  s  T  I  o  N. 

Pf/" HO  are  Toil? 

Anfiver,  I  am  T!  M.  a  Freeholder  cf 
Great-Britain,     • 

Q^^  What  Privilege  enjoy  ft  thou  by  being  a 
Freeholder  of  Great- Britain  ? 

A,  By  being  a  Freeholder   of  Great-Bri- 
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tain^  I  am  a  greater  Man  in  my  civil  Capa- 
city than' the  greatefl  Subjedl  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince  ;  becaufe  I  am  govern'd  by  Laws,  to 
which  I  give  my  Confent ;  and  my  Life,  Li- 
berty, and  Goods  cannot  be  taken  from  me, 
but  accordino;  to  thofe  Laws.     I  am  a  Free- 


man. 


Q^  Who  _g;a've  thee  this  Liberty  ? 

ji.  No  Man  gave  it  me.  Liberty  is  the 
natural  Right  of  every  human  Creature.  He 
is  born  to  the  Exercife  of  it,  as  fcon  as  he 
has  attain'd  to  that  of  his  Reafbn  ;  but  that 
my  Liberty  is  preferved  to  me,  when  loft  to 
a  great  Part  of  Mankind,  is  owing  under 
God  to  the  Wifdom  and  Valour  of  my  An- 
ceflors,  Freeholders  of  this  Realm. 

Q^  Wherein  does  this  Liberty,  which  thou 
enjoy  fi^  confijl  ? 

A.  Li  Laws  made  by  the  Confent  of  the 
People,  and  the  due  Execution  oi  thofe  Laws. 
I  am  i^c^  not  from  the  Law^  but  by  the  Law. 

CX^Wilt  tiooii  Jland  fajt  in  this  Liberty, 
whercimto  thou  art  born  and  entitled  by  the 
Laws  of  thy  Country  ? 

A,  Yes  veril)^,  by  God's  Grace,  I  will ; 
and  I  thank  his  2;ood  Providence  that  I  am 
born  a  Member  of  a  Community  governed  by 
Laws  J  and  not  by  arbitrary  Power. 

Q^  What  do  ft   thou  think   incujnbent  upon 
thee^  tofecure  this  BleJJing  to  thy/elf  and  Po- 
flerity  "^ 

^.  As  I  am  a  Freeholder^  I  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  believe  aright  concern- 
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ing  the  fundamental  Articles  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  which  I  am  fubjedl ;  to  write,  fpeak, 
and  adl  on  all  Occafions  conformably  to  this 
orthodox  Faith ;  to  oppofe,  with  all  the 
Powers  of  my  Body  and  Mind,  fuch  as  are 
Enemies  of  our  good  Conftitution,  together 
with  all  their  fecret  and  open  Abettors,  and 
to  be  obedient  to  the  King  the  fupreme  Magi- 
ftrate  of  the  Society. 

Q^i^Rehearfe  unto  me  the  Articles  of  thy 
political  Creed  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  the  fupreme,  orlcgiflative 
Power  of  this  Realm,  refides  in  the  Kijigy 
Lords^  and  Commons ;  that  his  Majefty  King 
George  the  fecond  is  Sovereign,  or  fupreme 
Executor  of  the  Law ;  to  whom,  upon  that 
Account,  all  Loyalty  is  due  \  that  each  of  the 
three  Members  of  the  Legijlature  are  endow'd 
with  their  particular  Rights,  and  Offices ;  that 
the  King,  by  his  royal  Prerogative,  has  the 
Power  of  determining  and  appointing  the 
Time  and  Place  of  the  Meeting  of  Parlia- 
ments; that  the  Confent  of  King^  Lords ^ 
and  Comfnons  is  neceffary  to  the  Being  of  a 
Law,  and  all  the  three  make  but  one  Law- 
giver ;  that  as  to  the  Freedom  of  Confent  in 
making  of  Laws,  thofe  three  Powers  are  in- 
dependent i  and  that  each  and  all  the  three  are 
bound  to  obferve  the  Lav^^s  that  are  made. 

Q^  Why  is  the  legiflative  Fower  fupreme  ? 

A,  Becaufe  what  gives  Law  to  .all,  mufl; 
be  fupreme. 

Q^  What  meanfi  thou  by  Loyalty  to  the 
Kins;  ?  A.  \  have 
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'A.  I  have  heard ' that  L^^'  fignljfies  Law; 
and  Loyalty  Obedience^  according  to  Law  j 
therefore  he,  who  pays  this  Obedience,  is  a 
loyal  fubjecl ;  and  he,  who  executes  the  King^s 
Commands,  when  contrary  to  Law^  is  dif- 
loyal  and  a  Tray  tor. 

Q^/f  it  720t  VI  the  Law,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  Wrong  ? 

A.  It  is  ;  for  fince  Kings  do  not  adb  im- 
mediately by  themfelves,  but  medic? tely  by 
their  OJpcers^  and  inferior  Magijtrates;  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Law  provides  fufficienily  a- 
gainft  any  undue  Exercife  of  their  Power, 
by  charging  all  illegal  Adts,  and  all  Kinds  of 
Male-Adminiftration  upon  their  Minijiers-^ 
by  the  great  Regard,  which  is  paid  to  the 
King  by  this  Maxim,  laying  hirn  under  an 
indifputable  Obligation  not  to  fcrccn  his  Mi- 
nifters  from  publick  Juftice,   or  publick   En- 


quiry. 

Q^  What  ddjl  thou  mean  by  the  royal  Pre- 
rogative ? 

A.  A  dlfcrctionary  Pov/er  in  the  Ki?7g  to 
tide  for  the  Gocd  of  the  People^  where  the 
Laws  QiVt  filent,  n^^^x  contrary  to  Law^  and 
always  fubjed:  to  iht  Limitations  of  the  Law. 

Q^/-f  not  then  the  King  above  the  Laws? 

A.  By  no  Means;  for  the  Intention  of 
Government  being  the  Security  of  the  Lives, 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Members  of 
the  Compiunity,  they  never  can  be  fuppofed, 
by  the  Law  of  Nature,  to  give  an  arbitrary 
power  over  their  Perfons  and  Eilates,     King- 

is 
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IS  a  Title,  which,  tranflated  into  fevcral  Lan- 
guages, iignifies  a  Magiftrate  with  as  many 
different  Degrees  of  Power,  as  there  are  King- 
doms in  the  World ;  and  he  can  have  no 
Power  but  what  is  given  him  by  Law  ;  yea, 
even  the  fupreme^  or  legiflative  Power  is 
bound,  by  the  Rules  of  Equity,  to  govern 
by  Laws  enafted,  and  publiili'd  in  due  Form; 
for  what  is  not  legal  is  arbitrary, 

Q..  How  comes  it  that  thofe^  who  endeavour 
to  dejlroy  the  Authority  and  Independence  of 
aJiy  of  the  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  fub- 
'urr/  the  Conjiitution  ? 

A,  By  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Con- 
flitution,  the  free  and  impartial  Confent  of 
each  of  the  three  Members  is  neceffary  to  the 
Being  of  a  Law ;  therefore  if  the  Confent  of 
any  of  the  three  is  wilfully  omitted,  or  ob- 
tain'd  by  T!error  or  Corruption^  the  Legiila- 
ture  is  violated;  and  inftead  of  three  there 
may  be  really  and  effedtually  but  one  Branch 
of  the  Legiflature, 

Q^  Canji  thou  illujlrate  this   by  any  Ex- 


ample? 


A.  The  royal  Authority  and  that  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  v/ere  both  deftroy'd  by  the 
lioufe  of  Comfnons^  and  by  a  fmall  Part  of 
that,  in  the  late  civil  War ;  fo  that  the  very 
Form  of  Government  was  annihilated. 

Q^jCan  you  give  me  an  Injiance^  where  the 
FcM'm  of  Government  may  be  kept,  ajid  yet 
//?^  Conftitution  dejiroyd? 

A.  Yes.     The  Forms  of  the  free  Govern- 

men 
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ment  of  Rome  were  preferved  under  the  ar- 
bitrary Government  of  the  Emperors,  There 
v/as  a  SeJiate^  Confiih^  and  tribunes  of  the 
People ;  as  one  might  fay  King^  Lords,  and 
Commons ;  and  yet  the  Government  under 
the  Emperors  was  always  defpoticky  and  often 
tyrannical  %  and  indeed  the  worft  of  all  Go- 
vernments is  Ityranny  fanftify'd  by  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Law. 

Q^  By  what  Means  fell  that  great  People 
V2to  this  State  of  Slavery  ? 

A.  I  have  read  the  Roman  Hillory,  and 
by  what  I  can  judge,  it  was  by  Fa5tio7t,  Cor~ 
ruttion^  andjianding  Armies, 

Q:^All  tbe/e  Tubings  might  happen  to  Ro- 
mans 5  but  did  ever  any  Parh'ament  of  this 
Nation  give  up  the  Liberty  of  the  People  ? 

A.  Yes.  A  pack'd  Parliament,  in  Richard 
the  feconds  Time,  eftablifh'd  by  a  Law  the 
Kings  arbitrary  Power,  and  with  Leave  to 
name  a  Commiffton  with  Parliamentary  Au- 
thority. Parliaments,  in  Henry  the  eighth's 
Time,  were  Slaves  to  his  Paffions,  and  One 
gave  the  King  a  kgiflative  Authority.  And 
there  are  many  In  fiances  of  Parliaments 
making  dangerous  Steps  towards  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Liberty  of  the  People.. 

(^  Who  were  the  E^tglifd  Monarch s,  who 
were  the  moft  indulgent  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
People  ? 

A.  The  great  King  Alfred,  who  declared 
that  the  Englifli  Nation  was  as  free  as  the 
Thoughts  of  Man ,  the  glorious   Monarchs, 

Edward 
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Edward  the  firji^  Edward  the  thirds  and 
Henry  xhtjifth^  who  would  not  let  his  Peo- 
ple fwear  to  him  till  he  had  an  Opportunity 
of  fwearing  to  them,  at  his  Coronation  ;  and 
the  immortal  Queen  Elizabeth^  who  de- 
clared it  by  Law  High  T!reafon^  during 
her  Life,  and  a  Premunire  afterwards,  to  de- 
ny the  Power  oj  Parliament  in  limiting  and 
binding  the  Defcent^  or  Inheritance  of  the 
Crown ^    or  the  Claim  to  it, 

Q^^When  were  tho/e JlaviJJ:  Maxifjis  ^he- 
reditary, indefeazable  Right,  and  Preroga- 
tive, fuperior  to  Law,  jfr/?  introduced  ? 

A,  In  the  Time  of  ya?nes  i\iQ Jirji-,  who, 
by  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  them,  laid  the 
Foundation  of  all  the  Miferies,  which  have 
fince  happen'd  to  his  Family ;  and  it  is  the 
greateft  Security  to  the  prefent  Branch  of  it, 
x\\2it  fiich  Do5h'i7ieSy  which  fow  the  Seeds  of 
Jealoufy  between  the  King  and  his  People^ 
are  by  the  prefent  Eftablifhment  quite  ex- 
ploded. 

Q^Fhat  ddjl  thou  learn  from  thofe  Hljlo* 
ries  ? 

A.  That  a  King  of  this  Realm,  in  the 
full  Pofleffion  oi  the  Affections  ■  of  his  Peo- 
ple^ is  greater  than  any  arbitrary  Prince ; 
and  that  the  Nation  can  never  be  effedually 
undone  but  by  a  wicked  Parlia?nent  -,  and 
laftly,  to  be  thankful  to  God  that,  under 
our  prefent  moft  gracious  King,  our  CoJifii- 
tiition  is  preferved  entire,  though  at  the  fame 
Time  there  are  many  Circumftances,  which 
call  loudly  for  Vigilance,  Q^Fhaf 
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Q^  What  are  thofe  ?  ^ 

A.  Such  as  have  been  the  Fore-runners 
and  Caufes  of  the  Lofs  of  Liberty  in  other 
Countries ;  Decay  of  Virtue  and  publick 
Spirit,  Luxury  and  Extravagance  in  Ex- 
fence,  Venality  and  Corruption,  in  private 
and  publick  Affairs. 

Q^Hcw  comes  there  to  be  a  Decay  of  pub- 
lick Spirit,  ivhen  there  is  more  than  ujual  a 
Dejire  to  ferve  the  Publick  ? 

A.  If  a  Defire  to  live  upon  the  Publick  be 
a  publick  Spirit,  there  is  enough  of  it  at  this 
Time ;  when  Extravagance  makes  People  | 
crave  more,  and  the  Adminiftration  0^2.  pub-  " 
lick  Revenue  (  perhaps  treble  what  it  v/as  be- 
fore the  Revolution)  enables  the  Crown  to  give 
more  than  formerly. 

(^Xi^What  doji  thou  fear  from  this? 

A,  That  fuch  as  ferve  the  Crown  for  Re- 
gard may  in  Time  facrifice  the  Intereft  of 
their  Country  to  their  Wants-,  that  Greedinefs 
of  publick  Money  may  produce  a  flavifh 
Complaifance,  as  long  as  the  Crown  can  pay; 
and  Mutiny,  whenit  cannot ;  and,  in  gene- 
ral, that  Motives  of  Self-Jntereft  will  prove 
an  improper  and  weak  Foundation  for  our 
Duty  to  our  King  and  Country. 

Q^What  woudf  thou  do  for  thy  Coun- 
tr\  ? 

A,  I  would  die  to  procure  its  Profperity ; 
and  I  would  rather  that  my  Pofterity  were 
cut  off,  than  that  they  (hould  be  Slaves ;  but 
as  Providence  at  prefcnt  requires  none  of  thefe 

Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices,  I  content  myfelf  to  difcharge  the 
ordinary  Duties  of  my  Station,  and  to  exhort 
my  Neighbours  to  do  the  fame. 

Q^  What  are  the  Duties  of  your   Station  ? 

\d.  To  endeavour,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to 
preferve  the  publick  Tranquility ;  and,  as  I 
am  a  Freeholder^  to  give  my  Vote  for  the 
Candidate,  whom  I  judge  moft  worthy  to 
ferve  his  Country ;  for  if  from  any  partial 
Motive  I  fhould  give  my  Vote  for  one  un- 
worthy, I  fliould  think  myfelf  juftly  charge- 
able with  his  Guilt. 

Q^  l^hou  hajl  perhaps  hut  one  Vote  of  five 
hundred^  and  the  Member  perhaps  07te  of  five 
hundred  7?2ore  3  then  your  Share  of  the  Guilt 
is  but  frnall. 

A.  As  he,  who  affifis  at  a  Murder^  is 
guilty  of  Murder^  fo  he,  who  ads  the  loweft 
Part  in  the  e?2fiaving  his  Country^  is  guilty 
of  a  much  greater  Crime  than  Murder, 

Q^Zf  enflaving  one's  Country  a  greater 
Crime  than  Murder  ? 

A,  Yes ;  inafmuch  as  the  Murder  of  hu- 
man Nature  is  a  greater  Crime  than  the  Mur- 
der of  a  human  Creature  ;  or  as  he,  who 
debafeth  and  rendereth  miferable  the  Race  of 
Mankind,  is  more  wicked  than  he,  who 
cutteth  off  an  Individual. 

(X^^JVhy  is  enflaving  Mankind  murdering 
human  Nature  ? 

A.  Becaufe  Mankind  in  a  State  of  Slavery 
and  Freedom  is  a  different  Sort  of  Creature ; 
for    Proof  of  this  I   have  read    what    the 
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,  Greeks  were  of  old,  and  what  they  are  now 
in  a  State  of  Slavery. 

Q^  What  is  become  of  the  Heroes^   Thih^ 
fofhers^  Orators^  and  free  Citizens  ofGi'ttct  ? 

^.  They   are  now    Slaves   to  the  great 
7'urk. 

Q^What   is  become  of  the   Scipio'i,   and 
Cato'^  of  Rome  ? 

Jl,  They  iing  now  on  the  Efiglijh  Stage. 

CX^Does  not  the  Tranquility^  occafond  by 
abfolute  Monarchy  make  the  Country  thrive? 

A,  Peace  and  Plenty  are  not  the  genuine 
Fruits  of  abfolute  Monarchy  ^  for  abfolute 
Monarchies  are  more  fubjed:  to  Convulfions 
than  free  Governmoits^  and  Slavery  turneth 
the  fruitful  Plains  into  a  Defart ;  whereas 
Liberty^  like  the  Dew  from  Heaven,  frudi- 
fieth  the  barren  Mountains.  This  I  have 
learn'd  from  Travellers,  who  have  viiited 
Countries  in  both  Conditions  j  therefore,  as  I 
faid  before,  I  (hould  reckon  myfelf  guilty  of 
the  greateft  Crime  human  Nature  is  capable 
of,  if  I  were  any  Ways  acceffary  to  the  en- 
Having  my  Country.  Though  I  have  but 
mie  Vote^  many  Units  make  a  Number  j  and 
\{  every  Elecior  fl:iould  Reafon  after  the  fame 
Manner,  that  he  has  but  one^  what  muft  be- 
come of  the  whole  ?  A  Law  of  great  Confe- 
quence,  and  the  Eledion  of  the  Member^ 
who  voteth  for  that  Lar^v^  may  be  both  car- 
ry'd  by  one  Vote,  Great  and  important  Servi- 
ces for  the  Liberties  of  their  Country  have 
been   done   by  ordinary  Men,    I  have  read 
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that  the  Inftitution  of  the  Uribimes  of  Ro?ne, 
or  the  whole  Power  of  the  Commons,  was 
owing  to  a  Word  fpoke  in  Seafon  by  a  co?n^ 
rnon  Man, 

Q^  h  it  not  lawful  then  to  take  a  Bribe 
from  a  Perfon  otherwife  worthy  to  ferve  his 
Country  ? 

A,  No  more  than  for  a  Judge  to  take  a 
Bribe  for  a  righteous  Sentence ;  nor  is  it  any 
more  lawful  to  corrupt,  than  to  commit  E^oil 
that  Good  may  come  of  it.  Corruption  con- 
verts a  good  Aftion'  into  Wickednefs.  Bri- 
bery of  all  Sorts  is  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
God ;  it  is  a  heinous  Sin,  often  punifli'd  with 
the  fevereft  Judgments;  it  involves  in  it  the 
Sin  of  Perjury,  as  the  Law  ftands  nov/;  and 
is  befides  the  greateft  Folly  and  Madnefs. 

Q^  How  is  it  contrary  to  the  Law  of  God? 

A.  The  Law  of  God  faith  exprefly,  Thou 
Jhalt  not  wrejl  Judgement-,  Thou  fialt  not 
take  a  Gift.  If  it  is  a  Sin  in  a  Judge,  it  is 
much  more  in  a  Law-giver,  or  an  EleBor ; 
becaufe  the  Mifchiefs  occafion'd  by  the  frji 
reach  only  to  Individuals ;  That  of  the  lail 
may  effeft  whole  Nations,  and  even  the  Ge- 
nerations to  come.  The  Pfalmifi,  defcribing 
the  Wicked,  faith,  his  Right  Hand  is  full  of 
Bribes.  The  Prophet,  defcribing  the  Righ- 
teous, tells  us,  he  faketh  his  Hands  fro?n 
holding  a  Bribe,  Samuel,  juftifying  his  Inno- 
cence, appeals  to  the  People,  of  whofe  Hands 
have  I  taken  a  Bribe  .^  Then  as  to  divine 
Vengeance,  holy  y^?^  tells  us,  that  God  JJjall 
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iejlroy  the  T'abernacle  of  Bribery,  Achan'^ 
Avarice,  who  had  appropriated  to  his  own 
Ufe  the  Golden  Wedge  and  the  BabyloiiJJj 
Garment,  brought  the  Judgment  of  God  up- 
on the  whole  People,  lb  that  they  fled  before 
their  Enemies,  till  the  Criminal  was  difcover'd 
and  ftoned  to  Death.  The  Leprofy  adhered 
to  Gebazi  (the  Servant  of  EliJJja)  and  his 
Houfe  for  ever,  for  taking  a  Bribe  from  Naa- 
vian^  a  rich  Miniftcr  of  a  great  Prince. 
Therefore  he,  that  taketh  a  Bribe ^  may  juft- 
ly  expcfl:  what  is  threaten'd  in  holy  Writ; 
He  Jhall  not  projper  in  his  Way^  neither  Jl:> all 
his  Subjlance  continue ;  his  Siher  and  Gold 
jloall  not  be  able  to  deliver  him  in  the  Day  of 
the  Wrath  of  the  Lord. 

Q^  JVhy  is  he^    that  taketh  a  Bribe,  guilty 
of  the  Sin  of  Perjury? 

A,  Becaufe  he  fweareth, 

I  A.  B,  ^  do  fwear  (  or  being  one  of  the 
People  call'd  Quakers,  7  A.  B.  do  jblemn- 
ly  affirm)  I  have  not  received^    or  had  by  my- 
Jelf^  or  any  ether  Perfon  whatfoever  in  T^rnfl 
for  7?te^  or  for  my  UJe  or  Benefit^  direBly  or 
indireBly^   any  Su?n  or  Sums  of  Money ^  Of 
fice^  Place  or  E?7iployme?7t,  Gift  or  Reward^ 
or  any  Promt fe  or  Security  for  any  Money ^ 
Ofice^  Employment  or  Gift^   in  order  to  give 
try  Vote  at  this  EleBion  ;  and  that  1  have  not 
before  been  pcird  at  this  EleBion. 

*  ^kis  Oath  is  e':jsin*d  by  the  Lite gJerious  ASf,  for  freventinZ 
Bribery  and  Ccrruption  at  EleilUns, 
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Q^  What  thinkejl  thou  of  thofe^  who  are 
bribed  by  Gluttony  and  Dnmkennefs  ? 

j4.  That  they  are  viler  than  Efau,  who 
fold  hi.  Birth-right  for  a  Mefs  of  Porridge. 

Q^  IV hy  is  taking  a  Bribe  Folly ^  or  Mad- 

A,  Becaufe  I  muft  refund  Ten-fold  in 
T^axes  oi  what  I  take  in  EleSions,  and  the 
Member,  who  bought  me,  has  a  fair  Pre- 
tence to  fell  me  ;  nor  can  I,  in  fuch  a  Cafe^ 
have  any  jufl  Caufe  of  Complaint. 

Q^  What  wilt  thou  fay  then  to  the  Candi^ 
date^  that  cffers  thee  a  Bribe  ? 

A.  I  will  fay,  thy  Money perifi  with  thee  ! 
As  thou  art  now  pur  chafing  thy  Seat  in  Par^ 
liament,  Ihavejuji  Reafon  to  jufpeB  thou  re- 
folvejlto  fell  thy  Vote.  What  thou  ofereft, 
and  what  thou  fro?nifeth  may  be  the  Price  of 
the  Liberties  of  my  Country.  /  %vill  not 
only  rejcB  thy  Bribe  with  Difdain^  but  will 
vote  agai?ifi  thee, 

Q^  Is  not  the  Juftice  of  a  King  fujjicient 
Security  for  the  Liberty  of  a  People  ? 

A.  The  People  ought  to  have  more  Secu- 
rity for  all  that  is  valuable  in  the  World,  than 
the  Will  of  a  mortal  and  fallible  Man.  A 
King  of  Britain  may  make  as  many  Peers, 
and  fuch  as  he  pleafeth  ;  therefore  the  laft 
and  beft  Security  for  the  Liberties  of  the 
People^  is  a  Hoiije  of  Commons  genuine  and 
independent. 

Q^What  mednefi  thou  by  a  genuine  Houfe 
of  Commo  ns  ? 

T  A.  One, 
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A,  One,  that  is  the  lawful  Iflue  of  the 
People^  and  no  Baftard. 

Q.  Hew  is  a  Bafiard  Houfe  of  Common^ 
produced  ? 

A.  When  the  People  by  Terror^  Corrup-- 
iion^  or  other  iitdire^i  Mea7i5^  chufe  fuch  as 
they  other  wife  would  not  chufe  >  when  fuch 
as  are  fairly  chofen,  are  not  returned  ;  when 
fuch  as  are  returned,  are  turn'd  out  by  par- 
tial Votes  in  controverted  Eledions,  and 
others  not  fairly  chofen  fet  in  their  Places. 

Q^How  may  a  Houfe  of  Commons  be^ 
come  dependent  ? 

A.  When  the  Freedofnvfvoting  is  deftroy'd 
by  Threatnings,  Promifts,  Puniftiments,  and 
Rewards;  by  the  open  Force  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  the  Infults  of  the  Populace ;  but 
above  all  by  private  Influence;  for  they,  who 
are  arm'd  with  the  Power  of  the  Crown^ 
have  many  Ways  of  gratifying  fuch  as  are 
fubfervient  to  their  Defigns,  and  many  Ways 
of  oppreffing  fuch  as  oppofe  them,  both 
within  the  Bounds  of  the  Law, 

Q^Can  a  King  ha'-oe  a  more  faithful  Coun^ 
ell  than  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  fpeak^ 
eth  the  Senfe  of  the  People  ? 

A.  None ;  for  they  will  not  only  give 
him  impartial  Council,  but  will  powerfully 
and  chearfully  affift  him  to  execute  what  they 
advife. 

Q^What  are  the  Marks  of  a  Perfon,  wor^ 
thy  to  ferve  his  Country  in  Parliament  ? 
A.  The  Marks  of  zgood  Ruler  given  in 
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Scripture  will  ferve  for  a  Parliafnenf-man ; 
Such  as  rule  over  you  JJoall  be  Men  of  Truths 
hating  Covetoufnefa  ^  they  fiall  not  fake  a 
Gift ;  they  fiali  not  be  afraid  of  the  Face  of 
a  Many  Dsut.  xvi.  Therefore  I  conciade, 
that  the  Marks  of  a  good  Parliament'  man  are 
Riches  with  Frugality ;  Integrity;  Courage; 
being  weli-afFed:ed  to  the  Conftitution ; 
Knowledge  of  the  State  of  cbe  Country;  be- 
ing prudently  frugal  of  the  Money,  careful  of 
the  Trade,  and  zealous  for  the  Liberties  of 
the  People  ;  having  ftuck  to  the  Intereft  of 
his  Country  in  perilous  Times,  and  being  af- 
fiduous  in  Attendance. 

Q.  Who  is  moft  likely  to  take  a  Bribe  ? 

A.  He,   who  offereth  o?2e, 

Q^  Who  is  likely  to  be  frugal  of  the  Peo^ 
pie's  Money  ? 

A.  He,  who  puts  none  of  it  in  his  own, 
Pocket. 

Qvj  Toufeem  by  this  to  be  averje  from  chu^ 
fingfuch  as  accept  Places  and  Gratuities/r^//^ 
the  Crown.      What  is  your  Reafon  for  this 
Partiality  ? 

A.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  a  Man 
may  not  ferve  his  King  and  his  Country 
faithfully  at  the  fame  Time.  Nay,  their 
Interefts  are  infeparable.  Mr.  Such  an  one^ 
my  Lord's  Steward,  is  a  very  honeft  Man  ; 
and  yet  if  I  had  any  Affairs  to  fettle  with  my 
Lord,  I  would  chufe  my  Neighbour  for  a  Re- 
feree rather  than  my  Lord's  Steward. 

T  2  (^Why 
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Q^  Why  is  Frugality  of  the  People's  Money 
fo  necejjary  at  this  Time  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  have  run  out  much,  and 
are  ftill  much  in  Debt.  My  Father  and  I 
have  paid  our  Share  of  one  hundred  Millions^ 
and  I  have  heard  there  are  w^^x  fifty  7nore  to 
pay.  I  grudge  not  this  prodigious  Expence, 
as  far  as  it  has  been  the  neceflary  Price  of  Li- 
berty ;  but  as  it  would  grieve  me  much  to 
fee  this  Blefling  ravifh^d  from  me,  which  has 
coft  me  fo  dear  5  fo  on  the  other  Hand  I  think 
it  expedient  to  fave,  now  the  Aftair  is  over, 
and  the  Government  fettled. 

Q^Who  are  thofe^  who  are  fo  careful  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation  ? 

A,  Such  as  are  willing  to  keep  it  from  all 
vexatious  Interruptions  by  InfpeBions^  enter- 
ing into  HoufeSy  Seizures^  Suits ;  and  the 
Opprefion  of  Tax-gatherers^  as  much  as  poC- 
fible ;  fuch  as  are  willing  to  take  off  the 
biirthenforne  Duties^  which  encreafe  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Workman,  and  confequentlj 
the  Price  of  the  Manufacture. 

Q^,  But  as  you  have  a  Freehold,  would 
you  not  be  wiUing  to  be  excufed  from  faying 
two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  by  laying  Ex- 
cifes  upon  other  Parts  of  our  Confumption  ? 

A,  No  doubt  but  every  landed  Man 
would  be  glad  to  be  free  from  paying  two 
Shillings  in  fhe  Pound:  but,  at  the  fame 
Time,  I  would  not  raife,  by  another  Tax^ 
two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  nor  one  Shilling 
in  the  Poundyir  a  Perpetuity  ;  for  Parlia- 
ments^ 
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ments^  who  have  no  more  to  give,  may  be 
dilappointed  for  the  Redrefs  of  their  Grie- 
vances, Befides,  I  v^ould  not  be  deluded  by 
an  Impoffibility ;  for  if  my  Tenant  has  any 
new  Tax  laid  upon  him,  I  am  afraid  he  will 
not  pay  me  fo  much  Rent ;  fo  that  the  7iew 
^ax  muft  ftiil  affed:  Land,  Then  it  is  utter- 
ly impoffible  to  raife  by  Excijes  what  ftall  be 
equivalent  to  two  ShUlings  in  the  Pounds 
without  the  Ruin  of  Trade  -,  for  the  Excijes^ 
which  are  fetded  already,  generally  ipeaking, 
raife  double  the  Duty  on  the  People^  of  wh'At 
they  bring  in  to  the  Government. 

Q^  How  can  ft  thou  prove  that  ? 

Jl,  By  Experience  oi  fever al  Excifes^  as 
of  Leather^  Candles,  Soap,  &c.  Whatever 
is  brought  into  the  Publick  by  thofe  Excifes 
is  raifed  double  upon  the  People ;  therefore 
if  a  Million  of  Money,  or  what  is  equivalent 
to  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  were  levv'd  by 
Excife,  it  wr-uld  be  two  Millions  upon  the 
excifed  Commodities,  which  muft  deftroy 
every  Subjcdt  of  Trade  in  Britaiji* 

CX^Why  dopL  thou  infijl  that  a  Knowledge 
of  the  State  of  the  Country  is  a  7ieceJJary 
Salification  for  a  Parliarnent  Man  ? 

A,  Becaufe  this  is  a  Qualification,  of  late, 
very  much  unheeded.  I  have  heard  thnt 
there  are  many  Corporations,  which  never 
faw  their  Members. 

Q^  Jf  then  a  Writ  of  Parliament  only  a 
Conge  d'  Elire  for  a  Bifiop,  where  the  King 
nominates  ?  ^ ' 

T  ^  A,  God 
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A^  God  forb'^d !  Tiie  Crown  Is  never  to 
meddle  in  an  EleSllon. 

Q^JVhy  is  affiaaous  Attendance  fo  necef- 
ary  ? 

A,  Becaufe  a  Parliament-man  is  intrufted 
with  the  Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  of 
the  People,  which  have  often  been  endan- 
gered by  the  Non-Attendance  of  many  Mem- 
bers ',  becaufe,  if  Reprefentatives  do  not  at- 
tend, I  may  have  a  Law  impofed  upon  me, 
to  which  I  had  no  Opportunity  of  giving  my 
Affent. 

Q^  T'hou  haft  prudently  and  jiijlly  refolved 
to  promote^  to  the  utmoji  of  thy  Power ,  the 
fublick  'tranquility.  What  are  the  Advan^ 
tages  thou  propofejlfrom  that  ? 

A.  All  the  Advantages  refulting  from  po- 
litical Society  depend  upon  the  publick  'Tran- 
quility,  Befides,  by  publick  Tranquility,  Ar- 
mies,  which  are  a  Mark  of  Diftmft  of  the 
Affeolions  of  the  People^  may  be  diftanded. 

Q^Why  ddfi  thou  not  love  Armies,  in 
Time  of  Peace  ? 

A,  Becaufe  Armies  have  overturned  the 
Liberties  of  moft  Countries  ;  and  all,  who  are 
weil-affeded  to  Liberty,  ever  hated  them  > 
becaufe  they  are  fubjedl  to  an  implicit  Obe- 
dience to  their  Officers^  and  io  2.  Law  of  their 
own ;  becaufe  they  are  fo  many  lufty  Men 
taken  from  V/ork^  and  maintained  at  an  ex- 
travagant Expence  upon  the  Labour  of  the 
reft  ;  becaufe  they  are  many  Ways  burthen- 
fome  to  the  People  in  their  garter Sy  even 
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under  the  beft  Difcipline,  efpecially  in  dear 
Countries  -,  becaufe  there  are  fo  many  Prefer- 
ments in  the  Hands  of  dejigni?7g  Minijlers ; 
and  laftly,  becaufe  the  King  will  never  be  de- 
ny'd  an  Army  as  great  as  he  pleafcth,  when 
it  is  necejjary, 

ON 

Bribery    and    Corruption. 


CICERO,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  his 
Offices,  highly  commends  a  wife  and 
handfome  Rebuke,  which  Philip  of  Mace  don 
gave  his  Son  Alexander,  for  foohflily  attempt- 
ing to  gain  the  Affeftions  of  the  Macedonians 
by  Bribery.  He  wrote  his  Son  a  Letter 
upon  it  in  thefe  Words.  "  Qus  te,  ma- 
**  lum!  Ratio  in  iflam  fpem  induxit,  ut  eos 
''  tibi  fideles  putarcs  fore,  quos  pecunia  cor- 
"  rupiffes  ?  An  tu  id  agis,  ut  Macedones  nou 
"  tc  Regeni  futim,  fed  Minijirum  &  Prcebito- 

'*  rem  (pcYcnt  fore?  'Tully  makes  this 

Remark  upon  it. —  "Bene  Minijirum  & 
*^  Prabitorem  ;  quia  fordidum  Regi.  Melius 
*'  etiam  quod  hargitionem  Corru^telam  effc 
*^  dixit.  Fit  cnim  deterior,  qui  accipit,  at- 
"  que  ad  idem  femper  expeftandum  paratior. 
Philip  was  undoubtedly  the  greateft  Prince 

T4  of 
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of  his  Time.  He  was  wife,  artful  and  forta- 
nate.  The  Advice  of  fuch  a  King,  while 
he  was  forming  the  Mind  of  a  young  Prince 
who  afterwards  gave  Law  to  the  World,  de- 
ferves  our  Regard.  This  wife  King  had  ob- 
fcrved  in  his  Son  many  noble  Principles,  the 
Seeds  of  Greatnefs,  but  ill  conduced  through 
Youth  and  Inexperience.  AlexaJider  was 
young,  valiant  and  generous;  but  aft  Excefs, 
or  Mifapplication  of  Valour  and  Generofity, 
often  leads  to  the  greateft  Inconveniencies. 
That  his  Generofity  might  take  a  good  and 
ufeful  Turn,  he  writes  him  this  (hort,  but 
important  Epiftle.  "  What  Notion  is  thie, 
fays  He^  that  you  have  got  in  your  Head  ? 
Can  you  imagine  the  Fidelity  and  Affedlion 
of  the  Subjedl  are  to  be  acquired  by  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption  ?  Or  is  this  your  Mo-- 
tive,  that  the  Macedonians  may  not  con- 
fidcr  you  as  one,  who  is  to  be  their  So^ue- 
reign^  but  a  Minifter  to  their  Extrava- 
gance  and  Corriiption, 
T'ullys  Obfervation  is  equally  fine.  *^  'TIs 
fordid  and  mean,  fays  he^  below  the  Dig- 
nity of  z  great  King,  to  court  the  Affec- 
tion of  his  People  with  bafe  Bribes,  True 
Love  and  Efteem  are  built  on  a  quite  diffe- 
rent Foundation.  "  Largeffes^  or  the  giv- 
'  ing  of  Money,  as  the  fame  Author  ob- 
'  ferves,  is  Corruption  itfelf ;  for  the  Re- 
*^  ceiver  becomes  a  worfe   Man,  and  is  al- 

*'  ways  apt  to  encreafe  his  Demand?/* 

This  Maxim  of  Philip  is  certainly  one  of 
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the  wifeft  in  the  whole  Syftem  of  Politicks, 
•and  likewife  confident  with  the  ftrideft  Rules 
of  Morality;  thit  2.  Ki72g  giving  Bribes  to 
his  own  SiibjeBs  renders  himfelf  mean  and 
fordid;  that  he  never  gains  the  true  Aited:ioii 
of  one  Perfon  by  it ;  that  he  fubjedts  himfelf 
to  the  arbitrary  Will  and  fantaftical  Govern- 
ment oi  fiich  Proftitutes%  and.  that  his  very 
Crown  is  at  their  Difpofal  to  the  *  higheft 
Bidder, 

The  Immorality  of  it  is  likewife  evident ; 
for  fuch  Proceedings,  when  generally  known, 
debauch  the  Morals  of  a  whole  People.  The 
fame  Depravity  and  Corruptio?i  foon  find 
their  Way  from  a  Court  to  a  Cottage ;  and, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Diftance,  is  to  be  traced 
in  a  greater  or  lefs  Degree  through  every  pri- 
vate Family ;  fo  that  in  a  fliort  Time  the 
very  Name  of  Virtue  may  come  to  be  loft  in 
fuch  a  Kingdom.  It  is  very  probable  that 
Philip  might  not  regard  this  Maxim  in  the 
moral  View ;  for,  if  we  may  credit  the  Greek 
Hijlorians  and  Orators^  he  was  not  apt 
to  guide  his  Aftions  by  the  Rules  of  a  nice 
Morality,  He  is  generally  drawn  by  them 
as  cunning  and  defignijigy  and  though  a  war- 
like Prince,  no  Man  knew  the  Weight  of 
Money  more  than  he,  as  well  as  how  and 
and  where  to  apply  it.  Flis  ufual  Method  of 
Bribery  was  to  buy  an  Eriemfs  General^  and 
fometimes  a  convenient  7*ozvn  or  Fortrefs ; 
by  which  Means  he  artfully  avoided  riiking 

his 

*  Sst  Wolfius  <?/7^Gi;svius  upon  this  P^'£age  of  Cicero. 
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his  own  Glory,  and  the  Lives  of  his  Sub- 
jects. He  carried  it  fo  far,  that  juft  before 
the  decifive  Vi(3:ory  at  Chceronea^  the  very 
Prieftef^  of  Apcllo  at  Delphi  was  ftrongly 
fufpeded  to  have  been  tampered  with  by  that 
Prince  for  the  confederate  Army,  who  were 
then  going  to  engage,  for  the  common  Li- 
berties of  Greece^  couid  get  no  Manner  of 
Encou'  agement  from  her ;  fo  that  Demojihe- 
nes^  WHO  wdl  knew  the  Avarice  of  Priefls 
and  their  jugr;lii)g  Tricks,  might  eafily  guels 
t^-jat  Philip  had  fecured  the  Oracle.  At  ano- 
ther Time,  a  grave-looking  Demogoguc  of 
Athens^  who  had  long  bawFd  at  the  exorbi- 
tant Power  of  the  King  of  Mace  don  ^  was  at 
length  prevail'd  upon,  and  took  the  Reward 
of  his  Treachery  with  great  Complaifance. 

Thefe  were  the  fuccefsfui  Arts,  which  he 
ufed  abroad ;  and  by  fuch  Intrigues  he  often 
defeated  the  ftrongeft  Confederacies  of  all 
Greece,  His  Adminiftration  was  wife,dread- 
ed  abroad,  and  refpeded  at  home.  What 
Occafion  could  he  have  to  penjion  his  own 
SubjeBs  ?  Their  Love  and  Efteem  was  found- 
ed upon  the  real  Convidllon  of  the  Excellen- 
cy of  his  Government,  and  not  upon  that 
flippery  Foundation  of  Con  uption.  He  kept 
them  honeft,  by  not  tempting  them  to  be 
otherwife.  Even  in  2ijujl  Cauje^  a  Gift  per- 
verts the  Mind  j  and,  as  J'uUy  well  obferves 
upon  this  Place,  *'  the  Receiver  immediately 
*'  becomes  a  bad  Man,  and  is  always  exped:- 
^^in^  greater  Bribes.*'     The  Plunder  of  a 

whole 
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whole  People  is  fcarce  fufficient.  To  this 
Honefty  of  the  Macedonians,  confirmed  by 
their  King^  is  to  be  attributed  their  true  grcat- 
ncfs  of  Mind  and  perfonal  Courage.  The 
Name  of  Barbarians^  which  the  over-wile 
Greeks  were  too  apt  to  beflow  upon  their 
Neighbours,  now  left  them,  even  by  the 
Confeffion  of  thofe  very  Greeks,  who,  in  a 
general  Affembly  of  their  feveral  confederate 
Republicks,  foon  after  placed  Alexander  at 
the  Head  of  that  grand  Alliance,  which  gave 
him  and  his  Macedonians  the  Empire  of  the 
World. 

From  the  whole  It  is  clearly  evident,  that 
an  unpenjiond  Subjedi  will  give  the  wifeft 
Counfel  to  his  Prince,  and  will  always  con- 
tinue the  moft  faithful  to  him.  It  is  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Prince  to  have  fuch  about 
him,  as  will  not  flatter  him,  and  be  Slaves  to 
his  PaJJions,  for  the  fake  of  his  Money.  The 
greateft  Danger,  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince 
will  arife  from  fuch  of  his  own  Servants,  as 
from  their  own  corrupt  Principles  would  fell 
him  and  his  Counfels  to  the  common  Ene- 
my, ^reafon  is  too  often  the  fatal  Attendant 
upon  Corruption,  A  Government  may  be 
condudted  with  the  grcatefl:  Security,  with- 
out employing  thefe  pecimiary  Arts  at  home ; 
for  a  wife  Adminijlr ation  will  always  ftand 
upon  its  own  Legs,  and  fupport  itfclf  with- 
out the  Afliftance  of  Gold,  It  can  raife  a 
whole  People,  almoft  from  a  State  oiBarba^ 
rity,  to  the  Height  of  Grcatnefs  and  heroic 
Virtue.  O  n 
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ON 

LIBERTY 

And  the   ORIGINAL  COMPACT   between  the 

Prince  and  the  People. 


Saha    Lihertate  JiduSn 

IN  all  Governments  there  are,  either  cx- 
prefly  or  tacitly,  certain  Conditions  be- 
tween the  "People  and  their  Rulers^  which  in 
Confcience  they  are  both  bound  to  preferve. 
In  the  more  arbitrary  Kingdoms,  the  Traces 
of  an  original  CompaB  are  lefs  difcernible ; 
and  by  Length  of  Time,  Dcftrudion  of  Re- 
cords, or  the  Artifice  of  Princes,  the  Monu- 
ments of  antient  Liberty  may  be  deftroy'd  j 
or,  which  is  worfe,  the  Minds  of  the  Peo- 
ple prepared  to  imagine  that  cither  they  ne- 
ver had  a  Right  to  Liberty^  or  that  it  hath 
been  cancell'd  by  Prefcripiion.  T^hefe  Doc- 
trines have  been  always  inculcated,  with 
great  Art,  hy  dejigning  Princes  \  and,  upon 
the  Strength  of  the  Invafion  of  their  Prcdecef- 
fors,  moft  Kings  afterwards  think  thcmfclves 
juftly  entitled  to  the  fame  Powers,  which 
thofe,  who  went  before  them,  had  noto- 
rioufly  ufurp'd.  Tn  order  to  preferve  their 
arbitrary  Sway,  they  are  reduced  to  main- 
tain 
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tain  an  Opinion,  which  draws  after  it  great 
Danger,  and  is  the  ftrongeft  Invitation  to  the 
Attempts  of  their  ambitious  Subjecfts.  This 
Opinion  is,  that  Princes  are  in  themfelves 
SACRED,  when  once  they  mount  the 
Throne,  though  the  Means,  by  which  they 
rofe  to  it,  were  ever  fo  flagitious. 

The  Princes  of  Antiquity,  particularly  the 
heathen  Emperors^  ufed  to  deify  themfelves, 
with  a  View  of  obliging  the  People,  from 
a  religious  Reverence,  to  fubmit  patiently  to 
their  Extravagancies.  The  Jus  divinum^  and 
Sandiity  of  Ferforiy  which  fome  of  our  late 
Monarchs  have  afcribed  to  themfelves,  were 
but  Copies  of  this  Original,  and  calculated  to 
the  fame  Views ;  but  the  People  have  been 
wife  enough,  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  to  explode 
fuch  dangerous  and  iniquitous  Superflitions. 
It  is,  indeed,  amazing  that  they  could  ever 
have  prevailed  at  all  amongft  us. 

Nobody  can  be  fo  weak,  or  fo  wicked, 
as  to  deny  that  the  Profperity  of  Mankind  is 
one  of  the  great  Ends  of  Government.  We 
are  all  obliged  to  promote  it  in  our  private  Ca- 
pacities; but  it  is  a  Duty  more  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent on  the  Governor  of  a  People,  If 
he  therefore  fhould  play  the  Tyrant,  and 
pervert  his  Power  to  the  Deftrudlion  or  Mife- 
ry  of  a  whole  Nation,  his  Crime  is  infinitely 
great,  even  much  the  greatefl,  that  Man  is 
capable  ot  committing ;  and  yet,  according 
to  this  blafphemous  Pofition,  the  woifl  of 
thefe  is  ^i^facred  and  inviolable^ 

In 
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In  whatever  Light  wc  look  upon  thefe  ah^ 
furd  and  dangerous  Sentiments^  we  may 
eafily  difcovcr  their  weak  Foundation,  and 
monftruous  Tendency.  But  it  is  very  hap- 
py for  us  that  there  is  not  the  fame  Occafion 
to  explode  them,  at  prefent,  which  there 
hath  formerly  been  ;  though,  at  the  fame 
Time,  they  are  not  fo  totally  eradicated,  nor 
arc  the  Attempts  to  revive  them  fo  inconfi- 
derable,  as  not  to  deferve  our  Attention  in 
fome  Degree.  The  People  in  general  are 
grown  too  wife  to  entertain  them  ajiy  longer; 
but  it  is  with  Aftonifhment  we  obferve  that 
Princes  have  not  likewife  feen  their  Error  in 
the  Propagation  of  them. 

We  have  already  taken  Notice  of  the  En- 
couragement, which  fuch  DoStrines  have 
given  to  the  Ambition  of  private  Men.  That 
i^'i£;, which  owed  its  Rife  to  the  doubtful  Ti- 
tle of  Henry  the  [event hy  is  fufficient  of  itfelf 
to  ftimulate  hot  Spirits,  without  the  additio- 
nal Incentive  of  a  general  Confcience  concur- 
ring in  the  Opinion  there  made  legal,  l^his 
Law  declares  in  Effeft  a  King  de  FaBo  to 
be  a  King  de  yure^  and  inftantly  annuls  the 
Right  o{  the  precedent  Prince  hy  the  Eftab- 
lifliment  of  the  Perjon,  who  obtains  his 
Seat.  Upon  this  was  grounded  the  Advice, 
given  to  Cromwel  by  fome  of  his  Friends, 
that  he  (hould  declare  himfelf  i^/;2g-;  and 
upon  this  likewife  is  founded  the  Opinion  of 
feveral  Writers  upon  thofe  Times,  who  ima- 
gine that   he  would  have    maintained  the 

Crown 
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Crown  In  his  Family  to  this  Day,  if  he  had 
followed  that  Advice. 

But  there  is  ftill  a  farther   Mifchief  in  it, 

not  only  to  the  People^  ( for  that  is  evident 

enough )  but  to  the  Prince  himfelf.     If  he 

attempts  to  ground  thefe   Sentiments  in  the 

Minds  of  his  Subiedls,  he   muft  cither  fail, 

or  fucceed  in  his  Undertaking.     If  he  fails, 

the  Confequence  muft  neceflarily  be  the  total 

Alienation  of  the  Hearts  of  his  People ;  for 

the  very  Caufe  of  his  Mifcarriage  muft  be  a 

Difcovery  that,  by  giving  Way  to  fuch  Opi^ 

nionSy  they  make  themfelves  his  Slaves  \  and 

at  the  fame  Inftant  that  they  perceive  the 

Confequence,  they  v^lll  difcover  the   Caufe 

to  be  an  arl?ifrary  Intention  in  him,  which 

will  always  make  them  jealous  of  him. — But 

if  he  {hould  fucceed,  it  will  only  make  himi 

prefume  too  much  upon  that  Succefs,  and 

lead  him  on,  by  the  paffive  Principles  ot  his 

Subjedrs,  to  pufli  fuch  Meafures  as  will  bring 

Ruin  upon  his  own   Head ;  for  Confciencey 

when  hardly  prefs'd,  will  rebel  againft  Pri?!^ 

ciple-y  of  which  we  have  had  Inftances  enough 

in  our  own  Hiftory, 

It  was  the  Dependence  upon  thefe  Princi- 
ples^ ftrongly  inculcated  and  artfully  fpread 
in  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  jirji^  and 
propagated  with  the  fame  Affiduity  by  his 
Son,  that  brought  King  Charles  to  fo  tragical 
an  End.  It  was  a  Prefumption  upon  the 
Patience  of  the  People ^  that  engaged  him  in 
fo  violent  an   Exercife  of  the  Prerogative. 

It 
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It  was  this,  which  induced  him  to  govern 
fo  long  without  Parliaments ;  to  raife  Money 
upon  the  People,  contrary  to  Law ;  and  to 
fupport  an  evil  Admimjl ration^  however 
odious  to  the  People,  from  a  very  wrong 
Perfuafion  that  they  were  ufeful  to  him- 
felf.  Thus,  I  fay,  he  fell  a  Sacrifice  to 
that  Principkj  which  he  had  fo  large  a 
Share  in  railing  himfelf,  and  proved  a  me- 
morable Example  of  this  great  Truth,  that 
Princes  generally  find  their  Ruin  in  that, 
which  they  fondly  think  their  ftrongeft 
Security.  We  cannot  but  lament  the  cruel 
Deftiny  of  that  unhappy  Prince,  and  wc 
know  how  to  acknowledge  his  private  Vir- 
tues ;  but  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  at  the  fame 
Time,  that  he  owed  his  Misfortune  to  his 
Fault,  and  that  he  had  never  fuffer'd,  if  he 
had  never  afpired  to  more  than  was  agreeable 
to  the  Conjlitution,  over  which  he  prefided. 
If  he  had  expedled  the  Allegiance  and  Duty 
of  his  SubjeBs  from  no  other  Motive  than 
that,  from  which  it  is  only  due,  a  Return 
of  ProteBion  and  a  juji  Admi?iiJlration,  he 
might  have  lived  and  died  in  Peace.  Nay, 
he  might  even  have  gone  fome  Lengths  with 
Safety.  But  endeavouring  to  force  their 
Confciences  to  Submiffion,  he  only  ripen'd 
the  popular  Difcontents.  If  thefe  Difcontents 
had  been  kept  under  by  no  other  Force  than 
that  of  Convenience,  they  would  have  fhewn 
themfelves  fooner,  and  the  Caufes  of  them 
might  have  been  early  removed  ^   but  the 

long 
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long  Forbearance  of  the  People,  upon  thefe 
Principles^  encouraged  him  to  proceed 
farther  in  the  fame  Steps,  till  he  had  four'd 
the  Minds  of  the  whole  Nation ;  and  thus 
the  Poifon  became  univerfal,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  the  Difeafe  was  intolerable. 

King  James  the  fecond  had  a  better  Fate, 
though  his  Conduft  deferved  a  worfe.  The 
Calamities  of  his  Father  could  not  deter 
him  from  walking  in  the  fame  dangerous 
Path.     That    defperate    Example    was   too 

weak  to  bridle  his  Luft  of  Power. May 

this  be  a  Leflbn  to  all  fucceeding  Princes 

not  to  defire  the  Temptation  !- May  it  be 

an  everlafting  Inftruftion  to  all  People  never 
to  give  it  to  their  Prince  ! — This  Temptation 
was  the  fame  that  had  undone  his  Falbfr, 
It  was  an  Adherence  to  the  fame  falfe 
Opinion^  which  bis  Brother  and  Himfelfhoid 
labour'd  to  encourage  from  the  Reftoration 
to  that  Time.  They  v/ere  carry'd  higher, 
at  that  iEra,  than  they  had  ever  run  before* 
He  rely*d  fo  much  upon  them,  that  when 
thofe,  who  were  Friends  both  to  him  and 
the  Publick,  advifed  him,  in  the  Career  of 
his  arbitrary  Meafures,  to  adl  with  more 
Caution  ;  he  told  them  that  he  knew  the 
Confcience   of  the   People  nvould  keep   them 

quiet,-- How  far  he   was  miflaken,    and 

how  fatal  his  Error  hath  proved  to  himfelf, 
if  not  to  the  Nation,  the  Experience  of 
what  hath  fince  happen'd  fufficiently  de- 
monftrates.       It   would    be  unneceflary   to 
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bring  any  other  Examples  of  the  Diftreffes 
occafion'd  to  Princes  themfelves  by  a  Thiril: 
of  imlimited  Power,  There  cannot  be  a 
Truth  more  fully  verify *d  by  a  continued 
Series  of  Inftances,  in  all  Ages.  I  have  here 
particularly  mention'd  but  one  of  the  Means ^ 
which  are  ufed  to  attain  that  unwholefome 
kind  of  Sovereignty  ;  but  the  fame  Hazard 
attends  all  other  Methods^  by  which  the 
fame  E7id  is  to  be  purfued.  The  Danger 
lies  not  fo  much  in  the  Manner  of  the 
Attempt,  as  in  the  Attempt  itfelf  It  lies 
in  the  Manifeftation  of  a  Defign  to  invade 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  ;  and  if  once 
they  difcover  fuch  a  Defign,  unlefs  they 
are  funk  into  the  loweft  State  of  Corruption 
an4  Pufillanimity,  they  will  endeavour  to 
fhake  off  an  Authority,  fo  plainly  levelled  at 
their  antient  Rights,  and  fo  contrary  to  its 
original  Defign. 

Moft  Princes  are  inclined  to  imagine,  and 
taught  from  the  Cradle  to  believe  that  thofe^ 
who  argue  in  this  Manner,  arc  Abettors  of 
FaBion  and  Enemies  to  them.  No;  they 
are  Enemies  to  the  Growth  of  Prerogative 
and  arbitrary  Power  ;  but,  by  being  fo, 
they  prove  themfelves  the  beft  Friends  to 
the  Crnftitiition  of  their  Comitry^  and  con- 
fequently  the  foundeft  Subjedls  to  a  Prince, 
who  hath  no  Defigns  againft  the  Liberties 
of  his  People. 

The  whole  Tendency  of  thefe  Difcourfes 
is  to  inculcate  a  rational  Idea  of  the  Nature 

of 
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of  our  Government  into  the  Minds  of  my 
Countrymen,  and  to  prevent  the  fatal  Con- 
fequence  of  tho^Q  JlaviJJi  Principles ^  w^hich 
arc  induftrioufly  propagated  through  the 
Kingdom  by  wicked  and  dejigning  Men.  He,- 
that  labours  to  blind  the  People,  and  to  keep 
them  from  all  Inftrudtion,  may  be  juftly 
fufpedled  of  bad  Intentions  j  but  he,  who 
makes  it  his  Bufinefs  to  open  the  Under- 
{landings  of  Mankind,  cuts  up  all  FaBion  by 
the  Roots ;  for  it  is  effential  to  Wifdom  and 
Knowledge  to  fupport  an  equal  and  good 
Government, 

Having  juftify'd  our  Endeavours  in  this 
Manner,  we  may  venture  to  fpeak  with 
Freedom  upon  that  original  CompaSi  between 
the  Prince  and  the  People,  which  we 
mentioned  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Paper; 
but  to  infifl:  much  upon  that  Head  would  be 
more  neceffary  in  Countries,  where  Liberty 
is  totally  loft,  and  its  Footfteps  erafed,  than 
in  this,  where  that  Compadi  hath  been  fo 
lately  renewed  with  the  prefent  Royal  Family. 
Yet  it  is  fometimes  proper  even  here  to  touch 
upon  this  original  Right  of  the  People^  that 
no  Man  may  think  the  late  ContraSi  we 
have  mention'd  unjuftly  framed;  but  our 
principal  Bufinefs  is  to  ground  our  Arguments 
upon  the  known  Conditions  of  onv  prefent 
Monarchy, 

Our  Conjiitiitiony  as  now  eftabllili'd,  is 
founded  on  a  moft  excellent  Model.  We 
have  all  the  Advantages  of  a  brifk  Execution 
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from  the  monarchical  Fart,  From  tlie 
arijlrocattcal  all  the  Conveniencies,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  that  Form  of  Government ; 
and  the  Mifchiefs,  which  ufually  attend  it, 
where  it  is  abfolute  and  uncorifined,  are  in 
a  great  Meafare  blunted  by  the  Power  of 
the  Commons.  This  is  the  democratical  Part 
of  our  Conjlitiition,  Their  Share  in  the  Bal- 
lance  is  vaftly  great,  as  it  muft  be  in  all 
good  Eftablilhments ;  and  thus  we  partake 
of  all  the  Benefits  and  Securities  to  Liberty^ 
which  refult  from  thefe  different  Kinds  of 
Government. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  indeed,  that  our 
Work  was,  in  fome  Meafure,  left  imperfefl: 
upon  the  laft  great  Change  of  Affairs ;  nor  is 
it  furprizing  that  in  a  Time  of  fuch  Confu- 
iion,  and  from  the  Variety  of  Opinions  upon 
thefe  Points,  fome  Errors,  or  Omiffions, 
might  have  happen'd.  Yet  we  may  with 
Pleafure  affirm  that  befides  the  Advantages, 
then  procured,  we  likewife  obtain'd  the 
Power  of  redreffing  '^uy  farther  Grievances 
and  Abufes^  which  might  be  then  overlook'd, 
or  might  hereafter  arife  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  Government.  Our  Princes  are  now  made 
fenfible  that  they  are  exalted,  not  for  their 
own  Convenience  only,  but  for  the  Advantage 
of  the  People,  and  therefore  will  never  refufe 
their  Confent  to  any  Laws,  which  may  be 
found  necelTary  for  the  Happinefs  and  Secu- 
rity of  their  Subjects.  As  they  know  that 
their  Prerogative  was  fetded  only  with  that 

View^ 
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View,  there  can  never  again  happen  a  Con- 
teft  between  us,  upon  that  Foot;  nor  can 
they  entertain  the  Thought  of  preferving 
any  Branch  of  it,  which  may  in  future 
Ages,  by  various  x^ccidents,  be  rendered  re- 
pugnant to  the  End,  for  which  it  was 
created. 

The  Dufy  of  the  People  is  alfo  now  fettled 
upon  fo  clear  a  Foundation,  that  no  Man 
can  hefitate  how  far  he  is  to  obey,  or  doubt 
on  what  Occafions  to  reiift.  Conjcience  can 
battle  no  longer  with  the  Uftderfiaitding,  We 
know  that  we  are  to  defend  the  Crow?i  with 
our  Lives  and  our  Fortunes,  as  long  as  the 
Crown  proteds  us,  and  keeps  ftricflly  to  the 
Bounds,  within  which  we  have  confined  it. 
We  likewife  know  that  we  are  to  do  it  no 
longer.  The  Part  we  have  all  to  ad:,  on 
every  publick  Occaiion,  is  plainly  laid  down 
before  us  -,  and  as  the  Bleffings  of  Peaoe, 
Plenty,  and  Liberty  will  always  fecure  to 
his  Majefty  the  Allegiance  of  his  Subjeds; 
fo,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Dangers,  which 
conftantly  attend  all  Advances  to  arbitrary 
Power,  will  I  hope  preferve   us   from  any 

fuch  Attempts  for  the  future. In  iliorr, 

as  we  have  the  Happinefs  to  live  under  an 
excellent  Conjlitution^  fo  it  is  very  much  in 
our  own  Power,  by  a  proper  Condud,  to 
fecure  the  Enjoyment  of  it  to  Ourfelves,  and 
to  tranfmit  it  to  the  lateft  Pofteritv. 
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THE 

Caie  of  DUNKIRK, 

CONSIDERED. 

IT  is  of  fo  great  Importance  to  this  Nation 
that  Dunkirk   {hould  continue  in    that 
demolilh'd,  ruin'd  Condition,  to   which    it 
was  reduced   in  Confequence  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht^  that  we  cannot  be  furprized  at 
the  great  Uneafinefles  and  Complaints,    fince 
the  Publick  became  acquainted  with  the  Pro- 
grefs  the  French  have  been  fufFer'd  to  make 
towards  reftoring  that  Fort  and  Harbour. 
^    The  Confideration  of  this  AfEiir  hath  been 
brought  into  Parliament ;  where,  tho'  it  has 
not  met  with  Cenfure,  it  has  not  met  with 
Approbation.  The  Wifdomof  the  Commons 
did  nor  think  fit,  in  a  Ccnjundure,  rcpre- 
fented  to  be  fo  critical,  to  fpeak  in  Form  on 
what  has  pafs'd.      They   contented    them- 
felves,  for   the   prefent,  with   thanking   his 
Majefly  for  the  Inftances  he  made  to  France. 
The  Iflue  of  this  important  Affair  is  ftill 
depending,    and   may  probably   occafion  a 
farther  Enquiry. 

In  the  mean  Time,  it  muft  be  of  Service 
to  inform  the  Publick,  more  particularly 
than  has  been  yet  done,  of  the  whole  Tranf- 
^iftions  hitherto  relating  to  it.    My  Intention 

there- 
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therefore  is,  agreeably  to  the  Title  prefixed 
to  thefe  Papers,  to  ftate,  as  exadlly  as  I  am 
able,  the  Sum  of  what  has  pafs'd  in  the 
Difputes  about  the  DemoUtio?t  of  Dunkirk y 
frorri  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  the  lafl  Seffion 
of  Parliament;  and  to  make  fuch  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Condud:  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  France,  as  feem  to  my  beft  Judgment 
obvioufly  and  undeniably  to  refult  from  the 
Series  of  Fads. 

I  do  not  fit  down  to  write  with  a  Defign 
to  flatter  or  to  afperfe  any  Perfon  whatfoever. 
But  I  (hall  follow  the  Matter  before  me,  and 
according  as  I  am  led  by  it,  I  fliall  commend 
or  blame  with  all  that  Freedom,  which  the 
Subjefts  of  this  Kingdom  are  Hill  in  PofTef- 
fion  of,  and  which  I  hope  we  fliall  never 
refign,  as  long  as  there  remains  a  Tongue  to 
fpeak  and  an  Hand  to  ad:  in  Great  Britain. 

He,  who  attacks  a  Minifter,  or  any  other 
Man,  without  fufficient  Foundation,  is  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  a  very  great  Crime.  But  he, 
who  attacks  with  Fad  and  Reafon  on  his 
Side,  is  fo  far  an  honeft  Man  and  a  good 
Subjed.  His  Writings  are  no  Libels.  That 
odious  Term  belongs  to  thofe,  which  are 
publi{h*d  againft  him. 

Who  I  am  that  undertake  this  Tafk  may, 
perhaps,  be  the  Objed  of  fome  Peoples  Cu- 
riofity.  But  that  is  a  Matter  of  no  Impor- 
tance to  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe.  Let  them 
examine  the  Fads  I  advance,  and  weigh  the 
Arguments  I  employ  and  the  Obfervations  I 

make. 
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make.  If  the  firft  are  not  founded  in  Truth, 
and  the  others  in  Reafon,  let  them  triumph 
in  my  Defeat,  whoever  lam.  But  if  the 
firft  will  bear  the  Touchftone,  and  if  the 
others  preponderate  in  the  Scale,  let  them 
not  fubmit  to  me,  but  let  them  fubmit  to 
Truth  and  Reafon,  by  whomfoever  prefented 
to  them. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  of  our  poH-^ 
tical  Writers  will  be  in  the  Cafe  of  triumph- 
ing on  this  Occafion ;  and  I  am  very  fure 
that  many, of  them  will  not  fubm.it  even  in 
the  other  Cafe.  When  Argument  fails,  they 
have  recourfe  to  their  ufual  Topicks  of  Ri- 
baldry and  Adulation.  I  fhall  very  probably 
be  a  Iquat^  fair  Gentleman  in  one  Paper  ;  a 
petit  Mai f re  of  Fifty  in  another  ;  and  Some- 
body  elfe  in  a  Third  ;  for  each  of  thefc 
Authors  fjppofes  the  Man  he  writes  againft 
to  be  the  Perfon  he  has  the  moft  a  Mind  to 
rail  at,  or  is  beft  paid  for  railing  at.  Our 
Minifters  will  be  Heroes  in  all;  the  pro- 
foundeji  State/men  ;  the  moft  difmterejied  Pa- 
triots', and  ow\  fionri flying  Condition  at  Home^ 
as  well  as  the  noble  Figure  we  make  Abroad ^ 
will  be  the  Subjed;  of  much  Declamation. 

Now  all  this  will  do  little  Hurt  and  little 

Good,  either  to  the  Perfons  fcratch'd  or  to 

the  Perfons  tickled.     But  it  would  do  a  great 

deal  of  Hurt  to  the   Publick,  if  it  fliould 

divert,  in  any  Degree,  that  national  Spirit, 

with  v/hich  the  Cafe  of  Dunkirk  ought  to 

be  confider'd. 

Among 
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Among  all  the  Artifices,  which  are  em- 
ployed to  keep  Mankind  from  feeing  and 
embracing  the  Truth,  no  one  is  more  grofs, 
and  there  is  but  one  more  prevalent,  than 
that  of  turning  their  Eyes  from  Things  to 
Perfons.  If  a  falfe  Heart,  a  foul  Tongue, 
and  a  Front  of  Brafs  can  create  Prejudices 
againft  the  moft  innocent  Man  alive,  the 
bare  Sufpicion  that  fuch  a  Man  is  of  an  Opi- 
nion, (hall  be  urged  as  an  Argument  againft 
it,  and  on  that  folid  Foundation  it  iliall  be 
eftablifh'd  that  Two  and  Three  are  not 
equal  to  Five.  But  this  is  not  all  -,  for  as 
Prejudices  are  applied  to  this  Purpofe,  fo  are 
Partialities.  In  Cafes,  where  private  Honour 
and  publick  Juftice  are  both  concern'd,  the 
Confequence  of  hurting  a  Man,  in  whofe 
Favour  we  have  been  made  to  entertain  an 
habitual,  though  groundlefs  Partiality,  is 
fometimes  prefs'd  as  a  Reafon  for  complying 
with  neither.  Thefe  Mifchicfs,  like  many- 
others,  arc  chiefly  to  be  found  where  Parties 
have  long  prevail'd ;  and  it  often  happens 
that  they  continue  to  have  fome  Effed:,  even 
when  the  Parties  fubfift  no  longer,  and 
among  thofe,  who  have  all  the  fame  Views, 
becaufe  they  have  all  the  fame  Interefts. 

Whether  any  Attempts  like  thefe  have 
been  lately  made  to  influence  particular  Men 
in  the  Cafe  oi  Dunkirk,  I  Aall  not  deter- 
mine. But  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  warn  againft 
them  at  all  Times,  and  efpecially  v/hen  we 

fee 
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fee  fo  much  Pains  taken  to  keep  thefe  Pre- 
judices and  thefe  Partialities  alive. 

I  have  now  done  w^ith  my  Preface,  which 
may  be  thought  perhaps  too  long.  I  wifli 
it  could  be  thought  unneceffary. 


WHether  the  DemoIitio?t  of  Dimkirk 
does,  in  a  great  Meafure,  fecure  ex- 
actly *  Seven-ninths  of  the  Trade  oiEnglajtd 
from  the  Power  of  France  at  Sea,  as  it  has 
been  afferted,  I  {hall  not  trouble  myfelf  to 
calculate,  neither  fhall  I  examine  nicely  how 
far  this  Port  may  juftly  be  deem'd  our 
Rival  in  Time  of  Peace,  by  fupporting  fome 
confiderable  Branches  of  the  French  Manu- 
fadures,  and  by  carrying  on  a  Trade  to  the 
Wejl-Lidies^  which  has  been  infifted  upon 
likewife.  In  general  it  will  not  be  denied, 
that  the  French  have  annoy 'd  our  Trade, 
and  promoted  their  own  extreamly,  by  the 
convenient  Situation  and  other  Advantages 
of  the  Port  oi  Dunkirk. 

To  make  therefore  a  true  Judgment  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  it  is  fufficient  to  lay  a  Founda- 
tion, which  few  Men  will  attempt  to  con- 
trovert, and  which  no  Man  can  controvert 
without  expofing  himfelf  to  Ridicule,  or  to 
fomething  worfe  than  Ridicule,  to  the  Abhor- 
rence of  every  honeft  Heart. 

The 

*  Vide  Sir  PJchard  Steele'^  Wiitings  about  Dunkirk  in  the 
laie  Quesn'i  Reign. 
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The  Foundation  I  mean  to  lay  is  contain'd 
in  thefe  Propofitions. 

Firjly  T\\t  declared  Senfe  of  the  BritiJJ:> 
Nation,  at  the  Time  of  making  the  laft 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  France^  was  that  Dun^ 
kirk  fhould  be  no  more  either  2,  fortified  Cit)\ 
2l  fortified  Forty  or  even  an  unfortified  Har-- 
hour. 

Secondly y  France  confented  to  the  Demo- 
lition of  Dunkirk  in  this  Senfe,  and  engaged 
never  to  reflorc  it  again  in  any  one  of  thefe 
Refpefts. 

Thefe  Propofitions  arc  fully  proved  by  the 
9th  Article  of  the  I'reaty  of  Utrecht  -,  by 
which  Great  Britain  required,  and  France 
confented,  that  all  the  Fortifications  of  the 
City  of  Dunkirk  fhould  be  razed -y  thoje 
towards  the  Sea  in  two  Months,  thofe  towards 
the  Land  in  three  Months,  Thus  far  the 
Article  ftipulates  the  Detnolition  of  Dunkirk 
as  a  fortified  City  and  as  2i  fortified  Forty  and 
if  no  more  had  been  intended  no  more 
would  have  been  faid ;  but  the  Article  fays 
a  great  deal  more  ;  it  fays  exprefly  that  the 
Harbour  fijall  be  filled  upy  and  that  the 
Sluice <:  or  Moles,  which  ferve  to  cleanje  the 
liabour^  fijatl  be  levelld.  The  naked  Har^ 
bour  itfelf  was  therefore  to  be  deflroy'd  as 
well  as  the  Fortifications  towards  the  Land 
and  towards  the  Sea.  After  all  thefe  Stipu- 
lations follows  this  exprefs  Conditiony  That 
the  faid  Fortifications,  Harbour y  MoleSy  or 
Sluices  be  never  repair  d  again.    So  that 

France 
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France  has  never  had,  fince  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  nor  can  have,  while  that  Treaty 
fubfifts,  any  more  right  to  open,  or  by  Re- 
parations to  help  to  open  the  Harbour  of 
Dunkirk^  than  fhe  has  to  rebuild  the  For- 
tifications of  that  City,  and  to  render  it  in 
every  Refpedl  what  it  was  before  the  Demo- 
lition. 

The  late  Queen  Anne  was  fo  folicitous  to 
have  this  principal  Part  of  the  Article,  for 
fuch  it  was  then  ejfteem'd,  eifecftually  per- 
formed, that  when  (he  fent  her  Commiffio- 
ners  to  Dunkirk  to  fee  the  Demolition  of  that 
Place  executed,  (he  gave  them  the  moft  parti- 
cular Inftrudions  imaginable  on  that  Head. 
They  were  not  only  to  fee  theM^/^j,  and  'Jet- 
tees^  and  Keys^  and  Sluices  demolifh'd,  but 
they  were  to  fee  the  Stones  belonging  to  them, 
even  the  Stones  of  the  Keys  for  fjipping  and 
iinJJnpping  Goods,  thrown  into  the  Canal  or 
Harbour,  the  more  effeBually  to  f'^oil  the  fajne 
and  re7ider  it  impraBicable  for  the  future. 
They  were  to  fee  the  Channel  of  each  Sluice 
filfd  up  with  Earth  from  the  next  Rampart., 
till  it  was  made  level  with  the  Streets.  Nay 
ihey  were  to  fee  the  Road,  which  lies  before 
ihe  Entrance  of  the  Harbour,  fpoifd-  as 
much  as  pojjihle^  and  the  Reafon  for  this  par- 
ticular Inftrudion  is  there  given,  to  prevent 
£s  much  as  pojjible  any  Ships  coming  in  for 
the  fifure. 

The  late  King  of   France  had  tried,  by 
his  Miniixers  at  Utrecht j  and  even  by  a   di- 

redl 
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refl:  and  flrong  Application  from  himfelf  to 
the  late  Queen,  while  the  Treaty  was  in  Ne- 
gotiation, to  have  the  Rigour  of  the  Ninth 
Article^  in  fome  Degree,  foften'd.  He  did 
not  defire  that  any  Thing,  v/hich  had  been, 
erected  to  fortify  the  Town,  or  make  and 
preferve  the  Harbour,  fhould  be  fpared,  but 
hoped  and  prefs'd  that  the  ^een  would  allow 
07ie  Sluice  to  be  left,  which  had  been  ereded, 
as  it  was  then  pretended,  by  the  People  of 
the  Country,  before  he  fortified  the  Place, 
to  carry  off  the  Waters,  and  fave  the  Low 
Lands  from  Inundations.  Even  this  Appli- 
cation proved  fruitlefs.  The  Article  was  in- 
filled upon,  and  was  accordingly  pafs'd  with- 
out any  Exception. 

Not  difcouraged  by  this,  the  Inhabitants 
of  Dunkirk  fent  over  a  Deputy,  who  was 
warmly  fupported  by  the  Ambaflfador  of 
France.  Several  frefh  Inftances  were  made, 
and  all  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  move  the 
Queen's  Compaflion,  by  defiring,  as  a  Grace, 
what  they  pretended  no  Right  to  by  Treaty, 
that  the  Sluice  of  Furnes  at  leajl  might  be 
preferved^  to  carry  the  Walters  off  from  the 
Country,  and  to  preferve  the  Town  from 
Filth,  Stench,  and  the  Confequence  thereof. 
Infection. 

But  the  Queen,  who  was  refolved  that 
Du?2kirk  (hould  have  neither  2i  fortified  Port^ 
nor  even  a  naked  Harbour^  knew  by  the  Re- 
ports of  her  Commiffioners,  that  Mr.  Arm- 
firong^  one  of  their  N  umber,  abfolutely  de- 
nied 
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nied  theNcceffity  of  preferving  thofe  Sluices^ 
in  order  to  difcharge  the  Waters  of  the 
Country.  She  was  informed  likewife,  by  the 
Report  of  the  fame  Commiffioners,  that  if 
any  of  the  Sluices  remain  d^  it  "would  be  im^ 
f  off  hie  to  pre'vent  the  Harbour  from  being 
kept  open ;  whereas  if  they  were  all  deflroyd^ 
ajinall  Space  of  I'ime  would  eff equally  fill  up 
the  Harbour,  She  continued  therefore  in- 
flexible, and  befides  feveral  other  Anfwers  to 
the  fan>e  EfFeft,  given  to  the  French  Ambaf- 
fador,  and  to  the  Deputy  of  Dunkirk^  up- 
on thefe  Occafions,  a  Secretary  of  State  was 
order'd,  upon  one  of  them,  to  \\tite  to  the 
Britifj  Minifler  at  PariSy  to  acquaint  that 
Court,  that  the  ^een  will  infifl  that^  by  the 
treaty ^  allTbings  are  to  be  defirofdy  qus 
eluendo  Portui  inferviunt,  which  ferve  to 
cleanfe  the  Harbour. — That  710  Difiiidiion  is 
therein  made  of  what  contributes  accidentally 
and  what  direBly  to  this  Purpofe.*'  T^hat 
the  French  Mimjlers  had  infified  at  Utrecht 
to  ha'-oe  fuch  an  Exccpticn  ifferted  in  the 
Treaty;  that  it  was  poftively  refufed^  and 
that  they  fiibmitted That  under  a  chari- 
table Pretence   of  facing  the   Country^    the 

French  would  fave  the  Harbour hi  fort  ^ 

that  he  fjiuft  let  Mo?fieur  de  Torcy  feel,   and 
hyhi^nthe  King,  that  the  Ci^tn  fees  plainly 
the  Correfpondence  between  his  Oncers  and  the 
Teople  of  the  Town^  who  are  unwilling  to^ 
lofe  their  Harbour. 

I  might 
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I  might  defcend  into  more  Particulars;  but 
thefe  are,  I  think,  fufficient  to  eftablifli  the 
two  Propofitions  advanced  above.  The  In- 
tention of  the  late  Queen,  and  of  thofe  who 
negotiated,  by  her  Orders,  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht y  was  to  deftroy  Dtmkirk  for  ever, 
not  only  as  a  Fortrefs  but  as  a  Sen- Port. 
To  this  the  Fre?jch  fubmitted,  though  with 
mucliReludancy;  and  in  this  at  leaft  the 
Minifters  at  that  Time  were  feconded  by  the 
Voice  of  the  whole  Nation.  Even  thofe, 
who  oppofed  that  Adminiftration,  were  a- 
iliamed  of  fome  weak  Attempts  made  to 
depreciate  this  Important  Article  of  the 
Utrecht  Treaty.  They  foon  took  the  other 
Part.  They  founded  high  the  Confequence 
of  it,  and  the  Neceflity  of  executing  it  with 
the  utmoft  Rigour.  They  were  fo  far  from 
thinking  the  Demolition  of  the  Fortifications 
to  the  Land  and  to  the  Sea  fufficient,  that 
the  Mole  and  Harbour  were  call'd  by  them, 
and  I  think  rightly,  the  Terror  of  the  Britifli 
Nation,  In  a  Word,  they  aflerted  boldly, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  total  Deftrudlion 
of  the  Harbour ^  as  well  as  the  Demolition  of 
the  Fortifications  could  anfwer  the  Expec- 
tations of  the  Britifi:)  Nation. 

Such  was  the  Ifliie  of  the  firfl  Difputes  a- 
bout  Dunkirk,  a  little  before  the  Death  of 
the  late  Queen.  The  French  were  obliged 
to  proceed  to  a  total  Deflrudion  of  it,  after 
having  in  vain  employed  a  Multitude  of  Ar- 
tifices and  a  Multitude  of  Pretences  to  avoid 

the 
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the  ftrid  and  full  Execution  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  in  this  Point. 

They  turn'd  themfelvcs  therefore  to  ano- 
ther Method,  and  began  to  cleanfe  and  widen 
the  Canal  of  Mar  dyke.  The  Pretences  for 
doing  it  were  the  fame  as  had  been  urged  in 
order  to  fave  the  the  Port  of  Dunkirk^  under 
Colour  of  favin.g  the  Country  from  Inunda- 
tions. But  the  plain  Defign  of  this  Work 
was  to  open  a  new  Harbour  at  Dimkirk^  and 
a  new  Communication  with  the  Sea. 

As  the  Work  proceeded,  this  Defign  be- 
came every  Day  more  evident,  by  the  Breadth 
and  Depth  which  wxre  given  to  the  Canal  of 
Mar  dyke  ^  and  by  the  enormous  Size  of  the 
new  Sluice,  larger  than  that  at  Dimkirk^  and 
vaftly  beyond  any  Proportion  that  could  be 
pretended  neceilary  for  carrying  oif  the  Wa- 
ters, or  even  for  receiving  Fifher-VeflelSj 
and  other  fmall  Craft. 

As  the  Defign  became  more  evident,  the 
Reprefentations  againfl:  it  became  more  fre- 
quent and  ftrong.  But  the  French  drew  the 
Affair  into  length,  by  the  common  Arts  of 
Negotiation,  and  in  the  mean  Time  purfued 
their  Enterprize  with  all  the  Vigour  and  Dif- 
patch  imaginable  ;  till  the  late  King,  refolv- 
ing  not  to  fuffer  fo  manifeft  a  Violation  of 
the  Ireaty  of  Utrecht  ,  fent  the  Earl  of 
Stair  to  the  Court  of  France^  foon  after  bis 
Acceflion  to  the  Crown. 

This  Minifter  proceeded  on  the  Principle 
cflablifli'd  at  firft^  and  hitherto  not  once  de- 
parted 
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parted  from.  The  trice  Sefife  of  the  T'rectty 
of  Utrecht^  lays  he,  in  one  of  hi£  Memo- 
rials, and  the  Intention  of  Great  Britain  /j, 
that  Dunkirk  floall  never  have  a  Port  again. 
Froni  whence  he  argues,  that  fince  the  Port 
of  Mardyke  is  in  its  Ufe  a  Port  to  the  City 
of  Dunkirk,  as  much  as  the  old  one  was, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  would  have  liked 
as  well  to  have  had  this  fubfift,  and  onlv 
the  Name  of  it  changed,  as  to  ke  another 
Port,  larger  and  more  convenient,  open'd  at 
a  League  to  the  WeHward. 

The  Anfwers,  which  the  Coui  t  of  France 
made  to  all  thefe  Reprefentations,  were  very 
far  from  giving  Satisfaction,  but  the  Firm- 
nefs  which  the  Earl  of  Stair  fliew'd,  and 
perhaps  the  declining  State  of  Lewis  the 
XlVth,  prevailed  on  the  French  Councils  to 
flop  the  carrying  on  thefe  Works ;  probably 
with  the  lame  Views  as  they  have  adled 
fince,  to  quiet  the  prefent  Clamour,  and  to 
begin  again  upon  the  tirft  Occafion. 

Such  was  the  }fliic  of  the  fecond  Difpute? 
about  Dunkirk,  when  the  late  King  of 
France  died.  The  French  neither  departed 
from  their  Pretenlions,  ground  lefs  as  they 
were,  nor  ruin*d  the  Works  they  had  made 
at  Mardyke,  They  kept  out  alive,  and  only 
fufpended  tlie  other. 

The  late  King,  therefore,  inflead  of  drop- 
ping this  Affiiir,  continued  to  pufli  it,  and 
to   (hew  that  he  was   determined,  at   any 
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Rate,  to  have  another   fort  of  Satisfaftion 
than  he  had  yet  received. 

This  Satisfaction  he  obtain'd  foon  after, 
by  a  Provijional  Agreement  made  udth  the 
Minifter  of  France  at  H amp  ten- Courts  in 
the  Month  o{  September^  1716,  and  inferted 
in  the  Triple  Defenf-ve  Alliance  concluded 
at  the  Hague  between  Great-Britain^  France^ 
and  the  States-General \n  'January^  '^7^7- 

The  Duke  oi  Orleans  was  now  Regent  of 
Fra?ice»  His  political  Interefts  led  him  to 
defire  the  Friendfliip  of  the  late  King.  This 
Difpofition  was  cultivated  and  improved  on 
our  Parts,  and  the  Union  between  the  two 
Courts  grew  to  be  extreamly  intimate.  But 
as  Great-Britain  and  France  acled  in  con- 
cert like  Friends^  fo  they  afled  together  in 
thofe  Days  like  Equals.  If  w^e  ufed  their 
help,  we  lent  them  ours.  The  Dependence 
was  at  leaf!:  mutual,  and  when  our  feparate 
Interefts  came  into  Competition  with  theirs, 
far  from  fearin^g  to  affert  our  Right,  left  we 
fhould  difoblige  our  Friends,  we  treated 
with  them  like  an  independent  Nation^  who 
knew  that  it  is,  or  may  be  always  made  the 
Intereft  of  France  to  keep  Meafures  with 
Great  Britain^  as  much  as  it  can  become, 
at  any  time,  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain 
to  keep  Meafures  with  France. 

This  appeared  very  remiarkably  on  the 
Occafion  we  were  mentioning.  The  Regent 
was   not,  I  fuppofe,  more  fcrupulous  than 
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the  late  King  of  France^  nor  lefs  defirous  of 
regaining  any  AdvantagCj  which  had  been 
loft,  or  given  up ;  and  yet  he  was  forced  to 
yield  to  all  that  we  infifted  upon,  for  the 
efteilual  Execution  of  the  Ninth  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 

His  late  Majefty  did  indeed  at  this  Time 
Confent,  that  the  Canal,  open'd  at  Mardyke^ 
fliould  fublift,  for  carrying  off  the  Waters, 
and  for  the  little  Commerce  neceflary  to 
fupply  that  Part  of  the  Country  with  Pro- 
vifions.  This  was  a  Conceflion  which  had 
not  been  made  before,  and  which  the  French 
had  not  ftridlly  any  Right  to  exped:.  But 
furely  it  was  wife  to  make  it  in  the  Manner^ 
and  on  the  Conditions,  on  which  it  was  made. 

As  long  as  a  King  of  France  had  the  plau- 
fible  Pretence  of  faving  his  Subjcfts  from 
drowning,  or  ftarving,  to  cover  his  Deligns^ 
it  was  obvious  enough,  by  all  that  had  pafs'd^ 
that  the  Deiign  of  reftoring  Dunkirk^  under 
this  Pretence,  would  never  be  laid  afide« 
The  L\te  King,  therefore,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  Defign  once  for  ali,  refolved  to  take  the 
Pretence  entirely  awMy. 

By  the  fourth  Article  of  the  Triple  AU 
liance^  the  great  new  Sluice  made  at  Maf-. 
dyke,  and  all  the  Jettees  erecled  along  the 
Strand,  are  to  be  deftroy'd,  and  not  to  be 
made  ufe  oi for  any  Port,  Haven  or  Sluice 
at  Dunkirk  or  at  Mardyke,  or  at  a?2y  other 
Place  within  two  Leagues  Diftance  of  either 
of  thefe  ;    the   Intention   of  the  contraciing 
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Parties^  and  the  End^  which  they  propofe 
to  thef?2jehes  by  this  'Treaty,  being  that  no 
Port,  Harbour,  Fortification,  Sluice,  cr 
Bafon,  Jl:aU  be  fnade  or  built  at  Dunkirk, 
at  the  Sluice  y^Mardyke,  cr  at  any  other 
Place  whatfoever  upon  the  Coafi,  within  the 
Di/iance  before  mention  d. 

By  the  fame  Article  it  was  ftipulated 
likewife  that  the  Digues  or  Jettees,  on  both 
Sides  of  the  old  Canal  or  Port  .of  Dunkirk^ 
iliould  be  entirely  demolifh'd  down  to  the 
Strand,  and  that  fome  other  Things  fhould 
be  farther  done,  which  might  be  necelTary 
to  the  more  compleat  Deftruftion  of  the 
Harbour, 

This  being  confented  to  on  the  Part  of 
France,  his  Majefty  confented  that  the  little 
Sluice,  on  the  Canal  of  Mardyke,  fiiould 
remain,  provided  the  Breadth  of  it  was 
reduced  to  fixteen  Foot. 

All  thefe  Stipulations  were  made  with  the 
greateft  Clearnefs  poffible ;  and  the  mofl 
exafl:  Specifications  of  every  thing  neceifary 
to  render  them  effedlual,  are  contained  in 
the  Treaty. 

Such  was  the  Ifllie  of  the  Difputes  about 
Dunkirk,  in  the  Time  of  the  late  King; 
and  lurely  there  was  good  Reafon  to  hope, 
after  the  Settlement  then  made,  that  we 
fhould  hear  of  them  no  more.  The  French  \  i 
were  gratify'd  in  two  Points,  for  which  alone  j  o 
they  contended,  at  leafi:  avowedly;  andM 
Dufikirk  was  reduced  to  be  no  more  ^for-\ 
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tified  T^own,  a  fortified  Pcrf^  or   even  an 
unfortified  Harbour. 

But  to  the  great  Detriment  and  Misfor- 
tune of  our  Nation,  fo  it  is,  that  we  have 
greater  Reafon  than  ever  to  renew  thcfe 
Dilputes.  What  the  French  were  not  fuffcr'd 
to  attempt  by  that  Adminiflration^  which 
Sir  Richard  Steele  call'd  the  Freiich  Admi- 
Jiifiration^  they  have  been  lately  liaffer'd  to 
do.  Inftead  of  not  executing  one  Treaty 
fully,  they  have  publickly  violated  Tnxo. 
They  adually  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  Canal 
oi  Mardyke,  which  was  indulged  to  them, 
that  there  miglit  remain  no  Colour  lor 
ever  opening  that  of  Dunkirk-,  and  in  the 
midft  of  this  Enjoyment,  they  have  open'd, 
they  have  repair'd  that  of  Dunkirk^  and 
contrived  their  Work  fo,  that  whenever  they 
fliall  think  proper  to  finifli  it,  'Dunkirk  will 
be  at  once  a  better  Harbour  than  it  was, 
when  it  flood  the  Glory  of  France  and  the 
Terror  of  Britain, 

I  proceed   to  the  particular  Fads,  which 
Kipport  thefe  general  xA.llegations. 

Col.  Lafcelh^  one  of  the  Commiffaries 
appointed  to  fee  the  fourth  Article  of  the 
Treaty  oi  ^JiJ-,  fully  and  eftedually  exe- 
cuted, continued  at  Dunkirk  till  the  Year 
1725,  that  memorable  a^ra,  when  the  Treaty 
of  Hanover  was  made,  and  from  whence 
fo  many  things,  which  will  not  be  eafily 
or  foon  forgot,  are  to  be  dated.  How  this 
Officer    came  to   be  recalled,   jufl    in  that 
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critical  Point  of  Time,  has  not  been  ex- 
plained. Perhaps  we  may  begin  to  guefs  at 
the  Reafons,  when  we  have  gone  a  little 
farther  in  the  prefent  Enquiry. 

It  is  agreed  ion  all  hands,  that  whilft  he 
continued  at  Dunkirk^  the  old  Port  and 
Harbour  remain'd  imprafticable,  as  by 
treaty  they  are  to  remain  ;  and  that  the 
little  peddling  Trade,  which  the  French  had 
there,  was  carried  on  by  very  fmall  Veffels, 
and   through  the  Canal  of  Mardyke  alone. 

About  two  Years  after  he  had  been  re- 
calTd,  Rumours  began  to  fpread,  that  the 
Port  of  Dunkirk  was  open'd  again.  Thefe 
Rumours  were  confirm'd  by  fcveral  Perfons, 
who  had  pafs'd  that  Way  ;  and  our  M/- 
niftersy  even  without  receiving  any  Intelli- 
gence from  Abroad,  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  Truth  of  the  Fad:,  fince  it  appear'd 
by  the  Entries  at  the  Cuflum-houje^  that 
Ships  were  continually  going  and  coming 
from  the  Port  of  Dunkirk, 

As  the  Works  for  repairing  this  Port  ad- 
vanced, the  Trade  of  the  Place,  and  the 
Noife  about  it  encreafed.  Nay,  thefe  Works 
were  carried  forward  in  fo  publlck  a  Manner 
at  laft,  that  it  became  impoffible  any  longer 
to  forbear  concluding,  either  that  our  Mi- 
nifters  had  not  been  able  to  prevail  on 
thofe  of  France  to  ftop  this  Violation  of 
the  T'reaty,  or  elfe  that  they  connived  at  it. 

In  this  State  of  Things,  and  under  fuch 
Apprehenlions  as  thefe,  fome  Members  of 
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the  Houfe  cf  Commons  refolved  to  lay  this 
Matter  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Houfe^  appointed  to  take  into  Confideration 
the  State  of  the  Nation,  The  Importance 
of  it  did,  in  their  Opinions,  deferve  the 
moft  folemn  Proceedings,  and  the  Nature 
of  it  required  that  no  more  Time  iliould  be 
loft  in  flopping  the  Growth  of  an  Evil, 
which  became,  by  every  Day's  Dehiy,  greater 
and  harder  to  cure.  They  got  therefore  fuch 
Evidence  oi particular  FaBs^  as  they  judged 
fufficient ;  and  they  conceal'd  their  Enquiries 
with  all  the  Care  they  could,  left  the  Wit- 
nefies  might  be  prevented,  by  Power  or 
Artifice,  from  appearing  ;  or  when  they  did 
appear,  from  fpeaking  as  plainly  and  fully  in 
publick,  as  they  had  done  in  fri^'oate.  This 
Precaution,  which  is,  or  ou2;ht  alwavs  to  be 
taken  in  Cafes  of  this  Kind,  was'  furely  as 
neceffary  as  ever,  on  the  Occafion  we  fpeak 
of;  and  the  Complaints,  which  have  been 
made  of  it,  are  indeed  below  Animad- 
verfion. 

When,  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Meafures, 
it  was  moved  in  the  Cominittee  of  the  whole 
Houfe^  that  fome  Perfons,  attending  at  the 
Door,  fhould  be  cali'd  in,  to  give  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Condition  of  the  Port  and 
Harbour  of  Z)/<f;/>^/r/{^,  ^^  *  ^  ■*  *  attempted 
at  firft  to  hinder  this  Motion  from  paffing  ; 
but  the  Senfe  and  Inclination  of  the  Com- 
mittee running  ftrongly  againfl  him,  this 
attempt  fail'd  of  Succefs, 
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The  WitJtelJes  were  call'd  in  ;  and  they 
ave  clear  and  diftindt  Accounts  to  the  fol- 
lowing Effect ; 

That  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk, 
which  had  been  demolilli'd  in  purfuance  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  fo  that  the  fmallefl 
Fifl^ing-Boat  could  not  go  into  them  a  few 
Years  ago,  are  now  made  capable  of  re- 
ceiving great  Numbers  of  Ships   of  confi- 

derable    Burthen- — That  ixom  fixty   to 

eighty  Ve[]els  are  frequently  to  be  (ten  there 
at  a  Time  ;  and  that  the  Port  ie  capable  of 
containing    more    than    one   Hundred    and 

Fifty That,  in  order  to  make  it  fo,  the 

Sluice  of  Ff/r;2^J  has  been  re-eflabliili'd,  and 
the  Piles  of  the  Damme,  raifed  at  the  Time 
of  the  Demolition    acrofs  the  Entrance   ot 

the  Harbour,  have  been  pull'd  up That 

feveral  Works,  in  which  the  Soldiers  as  well 
as  other  Perfons  were  employ 'd,  have  been 
carried  on  from  Time  to  Time,  for  cleanfing 
the  Harbour ;  for  hindring  the  Mud  and 
Sand  from  coming  in  to  it ;  foi?  repairing  the 
yettees ;  for  preventing  the  Tides  from  flow- 
ing acrofs  the  Channel,  and  thereby  keeping 
it  choak*d  up ;  for  making  Keys  where  Goods 
are  loaded  and  unloaded  as  commodioufly 
as  before  the  Demolition,  and  for  procuring 
to  this   Port   many   other  Conveniences   of 

Trade  and  Navigation That  an  E7igHJJj- 

built  Ship,  which  trades  from  Dunkirk  to 
St.  Domingo,  w^as  adlually  in  the  Harbour 
lyiiig    at   the   Keys,    befides  feveral  Dutch 
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and  other  Ships,  which  trade  to  the  Wejl- 

Jj2(iies That  Ships  of  Force  h^d  been 

built  and  launched  there  lately,  and  one  par- 
ticularly in  January  laft,  which  fail'd  out 
cf    the    Harbour    with    tic e?ity 'four    Guns 

viDiinted,  and  is  able  to  carry  thirty-Jix 

In  a  Word,  that  lome  of  the  many  Works, 
which  have  been  made  for  reftoring  the 
Harbour  of  Dunkirk^  are  already  put  into 
as  good  a  Condition  as  ever  ;  that  the  Trade 
of  the  Town  is  by  thefe  Means  very  much 
encreafed  within  thefe  two  Years;  and  that 
the  Pilots,  who  lie  upon  the  Coafl,  refufe  to 
carry  Veflels  any   longer  into  the  Canal  of 

Mardyke^  leaving  Orders  not  to  do  it. 

That  the  Canal  oi  Mar  dyke  is  brought  fo 
near  to  the  great  Sluice,  that  by  removing  a 
fmall  Quantity  of  Earth  more,  the  whole 
Body  of  Water,  which  is  at  prefent  carried 
into  that  Canal  from  thofe  of  Berg  and  the 
Moere,  may  be  carried  into  the  old  Bafin, 
and  into  that  Part  of  the  Harbour,  where 

the  Men  of  War  formerly  lay upon  the 

whole  Matter,  that  the  Port  of  Dunkirk 
may  now  very  foon,  and  at  no  great  farther 
Expence,  be  render'd  as  good,  and  perhaps 
better  than  it  was  before  the  Deil:ru(^lion  of 
it,  in  all  refped:3,  except  as  to  the  Fortijica^ 

tions, The  Witnejjcs  added  that  thefe 

Works,  which  had  been  carried  on,  at  firft, 
with  fome  kind  of  Privacy,  were  afterwards 
continued  without  Difguife,  and  fince  laft 
Aiigtijl  with  more  Vigour  than  before  \  nay, 
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that  they  were  adtuallv  carrying  on,  not- 
withfianding  the  Badnei's  of  the  Seafon,  in 
January  and  February  laft^ 

The  WitnelTes,  who  proved  thefe  Fadls, 
were  Majlers  of  Veffels  and  ethers^  who  make 
frequent  Voyages  to  Dimkirk^  and  who 
fpoke  to  nothing  but.  what  they  had  had 
frequent  Occafions  ofobferving  ;  fo  that  their 
Evidence  was,  upon  a  v^vy  JiriB^  to  ufe  no 
harfher  a  Word,  Crofs-Exa7ni?iafic7z^  con- 
firni'd  in  every  Part,  and  fupported  in  the 
ftrongeft  Manner. 

As  clear  as  it  was,  and  as  unqueftionaWe 
as  the  Truth  of  it  appeared  to  be,  Reafons 
were  urged  v/hy  no  Rejbbitions  fbould  be, 
nt  that  Time,  taken  upon  it.  The  Chief  of 
thefe  Reafons  were,  that  Col.  Armjlrong  had 
been  lately  fent  to  France ;  that  his  Pre- 
fence  would  be  neceflary  in  a  farther  Exa- 
mination of  this  Matter ;  and  that  a  Time 
ought  therefore  to  be  allowed,  in  which  he 
might  be  able  to  return  ;  that  feveral  Papers 
would  like  wife  be  call'd  for,  to  fliew  what 
had  been  lately  tranfafted  and  what  Care 
lh(t.  MtJiiJlers  had  taken  about  this  Affair; 
and  that  the  getting  thefe  Papers  ready  for 
the  Houfe  would  reauire  Time  alfo.  Thefe 
Reafons  were  acquiefced  in,  tho'  it  was  not 
hard  to  forefee  what  might  be  effefted  by 
Delay. 

The  Cofrunittee  was  adjourned ;  Papers 
were  call'd  for  ;  the  Committee  was  again 
putoff on^the  fame  Pretences  for  a  Fortnight; 
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ieveral  Papers  were  brought ;  and,  the  Day 
before  it  was  to  fit  again,  there  were  com- 
municated to  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty^s 
Command,  Copies  of  a  ^'  Letter  fro?n  the 
D.  ofN,  to  Mr,  Pointz;  of  an  Anfwer  from 
Mr.  -f  Pointz;  and  of  the  following  Order 
obtain'd  from  the  Court  of  France, 

By  the  KING, 


THE  Sleur— Capt.  of  his  Majeftys 
Ships,  is  order  d  to  repair  immedia- 
tely to  the  Port  of  Dunkirk^  there  to 
draw  up  an  exacft  State  of  the  prefent  Con- 
dition of  the  Chenal  and  Port  of  the  faid 
Town,  and  to  make  his  Report  thereof. 
His  Majefty  enjoins  the  faid  Sieur  to  caufe 
to  be  demoiifh'd  all  the  Works  that  may 
have  been  erefted  in  Contravention  to  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  of  the  Hague^ 
Copy  whereof  he  will  find  hereunto  an- 
nex'd.  His  Majefty  commands  and  orders 
the  Governor  Commandant  of  the  Place, 
the  Intendants,  Engineers,  and  all  other 
his  Officers  and  Subjects  to  give  all  the 
neceffary  Afliftance  in  the  Execution  of 
the  prefent  Order,  in  Cafe  of  Need.  Done 
at  Verfailks  the  27th  ci  February ^   ^73 o- 

^"  Sign'd 


*  The  Duh^s  Letter  to  Powtz  and  Armjirong  was  dated 
Tebrunr'ij  the  12th,    1729  30. 

f  Pointz  and   JrmJlrong\  Letter   to  the  Duke  was  from 

I*arii  '  rh  Februarj^  1729-30. 
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^'  Sign'd    Lewis,    and   underneath    Phely- 
*'  peaiix. 

Our  Minijiers  feem'd  to  applaud  them- 
felves  very  much  on  the  Succefs  of  their  laft 
Application  to  the  Fre?7ch  Court;  and  it  was 
talked  of,  in  a  triumphant  Stile,  as  if  there 
remained  no  Pretence  for  proceeding  to  any 
farther  Examination  of  the  prefent  State  of 
Dunkirk.  But  furely  this  was  unreafonable 
on  all  Accounts ;  fince  if  there  was  any 
Merit  in  obtaining  this  Piece  of  Paper  from 
Fra?2ce^  the  Merit  belong'd  to  thofe  worthy 
Gentlemen^  who  brought  this  Affair  before 
the  Houje  of  Comjnons,  and  in  no  fort  to  the 
Minijiers,  Befides  which,  even  upon  the 
Suppofition  that  France  had  now  given  us 
full  Satisfaftion,  and  a  full  Security  that 
Dunkirk  iliould  be  once  more  demolifli'd, 
according  to  the  Terms  of  the  'Treaties  of 
Utrecht  and  the  Hague^  it  was  ftill  proper 
and  neceffary  too  that  the  Committee  fhould 
proceed  ;  becaufe  it  was  proper  and  neceifary 
to  difcover  how  it  had  come  to  pafs  that  the 
Harbour  of  Dunkirk  had  been,  for  fo  long 
a  Time, , repairing  without  any  effeflual  Op- 
pofition  on  our  Parts.  No  honeft  Man,  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  Conftitution  of  Par- 
liament, and  who  knows  what  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  been 
in  the  bejl  Times,  will  contradicft  me  in  this. 
Permit  me  to  add,  that  the  Facihty  and 
Expedition,  with  which  the  French  con- 
fented,    upon    this  Occafion,    to  their  lafi 
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Or^^r,  ad  mi  nifter'd  more  than  ordinary  Caufe 
to  fufpeft  that  they  had  never  been  prefs'd 
much  upon  this  Head  before. 

When  this  Houfe  can\e  again  into  the 
Committee  of  the  State  of  the  Nation^  they 
had  before  them,  befides  the  tivo  Letters  of 
our  Minifters  and  the  Anfvver  juft  procured 
from  France^  feveral  of  the  Papers,  which 
had  been  calFd  for,  and  the  Evidence  of 
fome  frej}:>  Witneffes  produced  by  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who  had  produced  the  former. 

I  {2iy  feveral  of  the  Papers^  which  had  been 
call' d  for 'y  becaufe,  altho*  the  Papers  cail'd 
for  by  *-*-**  were  all  brought  in  ;  yet 
of  thofe,  which  had  been  call'd  for  by  others^ 
fome  were  kept  back,  under  a  Pretence  that 
they  could  not  be  found  in  the  Offices  \  and 
others^  it  was  faid,  would  require  a  great- 
deal  of  Time  to  copy. 

The  Papers  calFd  for  by  *  ^  *  ^  and 
delivered  in,  were  generally  Extracts  oi  Let- 
ters 'y  fo  that,  if  one  were  to  fuppofe  an  In- 
tention to  conceal  any  Circumftances  from 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Houfe^  this  Method 
would  give  a  fufficient  Opportunity  of  doing 
it ;  notwhichftanding  which,  thefe  very  Pa- 
perSy  imperfed:  as  they  were,  confirm'd  and 
ftrengthen'd  all  the  Evidence  given  2.I  the 
Bar, 

In  order  to  be  m.ore  clear,  and  to  ftate  the 
whole  Matter  as  fairly  as  I  am  able,  I  fhall 
take  Notice,  in  the  firft  Place,  of  fuch  Par- 
ticulars as  appear'd  in  the  Papers,  c>r  were 
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proved  by  freJJ:)  Witnejfes^  in  Addition  td 
and  Corroboration  of  what  had  appear'd  in 
xh^  preceding  Exa?nination;  for  nothing  con- 
trary to  it  appea  'd  any  where.  In  the  next 
Place,  I  fliall  give  an  Account  of  the  Con-' 
du6t  of  our  Minifters  through  all  thefe 
Tranfadtions ;  for  the  Exadlnefs  of  which,  I 
fhall  appeal  to  their  own  Papers^  as  I  fhall 
appeal  to  the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind  for 
the  Juftnefs  of  the  Obfervations^  which  I 
propofe  to  make  as  I  go  along. 

It  appear'd  then  by  thefe  Papers^  that  in 
March  1727-8,  according  to  our  Stile,  the 
eld  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  was  fo  well  re- 
paired, that  the  Canal  of  Mardyke  was  no 
longer  made  ufe  of;  that  the  Inhabitants 
worked  at  thefe  Reparations  by  Mmn-light ; 
that  the  Trade  of  Dunkirk  had  been  carried 
on  there  as  formerly  for  eight  Alonths-,  and 
that  a  Frigat  of  40  Guns  was  fitting  in  that 
Harbour,  which  is  faid  to  be  in  as  good  a 
Condition  as  formerly,  except  as  to  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Fortifications^  Other  Advices, 
very  little  pofterior  to  thefe,  fpeakof  a  Sluice 
built  in  1727,  on  the  Conal  of  Fumes ;  of 
a  new  Sluice  preparing  for  the  Canal oi  Berg  ; 
of  Engi?2eers^  who  direfl,  and  the  King  of 
France's  Trocps,  who  carry  on  thefe  Works. 
,  As  thio  Account  from  the  Papers  agrees 
with  the  Acconnto  given  by  the  firfi  Wit- 
nefes  5  fo  the  Evidence  of  the  fecond  Wit- 
nejfes  agrees  perfeclly  with  hcth  y  for  they 
faid  that   *he   Sluice  of  Fi:n2es  had   been 
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dpcn'd  about  Augitji  1727^  that  is,  about 
eight  Mo?iihs  before  the  Montli  of  Marcl\ 
ijij-Z^  Old  Stile  ',  that  about  OBoher^  ^T^7^ 
the  Piles,  which  barr'd  the  Harbour,  had 
been  drawn,  and  that  there  was  Water 
enough  in  it  for  a  Ship  of  400  Tons.  They 
coniirm'd,  that  Numbers  of  Men,  moftly 
Soldiers^  were  employ'd  on  thefe  Works. 

Mr.  Arm[irong  was  fent,  in  172-8,  with 
Mr.  Crcnfiromi  to  'Dunkirk^  and  his  Report 
is  dated  from  tlience  in  September.  This 
Report  is  in  nothing  repugnant  to  the  other 
Accounts,  On  the  contrary,  it  enteis  minu- 
tely  enough  into  the  Particulars  of  Works, 
which  the  Report  agrees  to  be  cont?'a?j  to 
the  exprcfs  I'erms  of  the  l^reaty. 

There  are,  among  the  Papers,  other  Ad- 
vices of  the  Month  oi  May,  1729.  concerning 
7tew  Works  carried  on  at  Dunkirk,  and  Ac- 
counts of  what  w^as  done  upon  thefe  Advices ; 
but  the  Papers  are,  from  May  and  July  1729, 
entirely  filent  as  to  this  whole  AfTair;  and 
yet  it  appeared  plainly  by  the  Evide?ice  at 
the  Bar,  w^hich  was  not  con  trad  idled,  that 
from  July,  to  the  Time  of  bringing  this 
Enquiry  into  the  Hcuje  of  Commons,  the 
French  continued  to  repair  and  mend  the 
Port  ol  Dim  kirk  with  more  Application  than 
ever.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder  if  the  IVit- 
neffes  fpoke  to  fome  more  Particulars  than 
are  to  be  found  m  the  Papers, 

Thus  have  I  related  the  Subftance  of  what 
appeared,    concerning  the  prefent   State   of 
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Dunkirk,  as  well  as  concerning  the  IVorks 
carried  o\\  by  the  French  at  that  Place,  fince 
Mr.  Lafcclls  was  recalled  from  thence.  Some 
Circumflances,  which  I  may  have  omitted, 
to  avoid  Prolixity  and  Confufion,  will  occur 
more  properly  in  the  Secojid  Part ,  where  I 
propofe  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Condudl 
of  our  MiiiiJlerSy  thro'  all  thefe  Tranfaftions, 
out  of  their  own  Papers, 

Firft,  it  appears,  by  their  own  Papers^ 
that  the  very  firft  Notice,  which  they  took 
of  what  th^  French  were  doing  at  Dimkirky 
proceeded  from  a  Reprefentation  made  by 
the  Penjionary  of  Holland^  on  Advices  he 
had  received  from  France ^  and  which  were 
dated  the  26th  oi March  1728.  N.  S.  Now 
the  French  had  been,  at  this  Time,  many 
Months  working  at  the  Harbour  of  Dun- 
kirky  and  the  Trade  of  that  Place  had  been, 
during  this  Time,  carried  on  as  formerly. 
Did  cur  AI'mifters  knoiv  of  this,  and  do 
nothing  againft  it  till  the  Mini  ft  er  of  the 
States  caird,  in  a  Manner,  upon  them? 
This  would  be  Connrcance  in  the  higheft 
Degree.  Did  they  notkno%v  it  fooner?  They 
took  then  no  Care  to  be  inform  d  of  what 
pafs'd  at  Dunkirk,  for  two  Years  t.ogether, 
after  they  had  recalled  Mr.  La  fells,  whofe 
Prefence  had  been  a  Check  upon  the  French. 
This  would  be  Negkcf  iu  the  higheft  Degree. 
The  Dutch  Minifer  at  Paris  fent  this  Ad- 
vice to  the  Pen/icnary.  How  came  our 
Minifter^  nt  the  fam^   Ccurt^  ncx  to   have 
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as  good  Intellige?2ce,  or  having  it,  not  to  fend 
it  hither  ? 

But  there  is  another  Confideration  flill 
behind  ;  for  \i publick  Reports  did  not  de- 
ferve  their  Attention  ;  yet  they  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  the  Fort  of  Dunkirk  was 
open'd,  becaufe  they  muft  know,  at  lead 
one  of  them  mufl  know,  and  from  him  the 
reft  might  have  known,  by  the  Entries  at 
our  Ciijioin-hoiife  *,  that  Ships  went  daily 
to  it  and  came  daily  from  it,  NegleB  might 
keep  them  ignorant  of  the  particular  Works, 
by  means  whereof  this  Harbour  had  been  re- 
ftored.  But  even  N^gledi  could  not  hinder 
them  from  knowing  that  it  was,  in  fome  De- 
gree, reftored  ;  and  that,  by  Virtue  of  two  fo- 
lemn  Treaties,  over  the  Obfervation  of  which 
it  was  their  Duty  to  watch,  Dunkirk  was 
never  to  be,  in  any  Degree,  an  Harbour  again. 

Secondly,  as  the  latter  'Part  of  the  fore- 
going  Obfervation  bsars  particularly  on  the 
elder,  fo  I  apprehend  that  the  Obfervation 
I  am  about  to  make  will  be  found  to  bear  as 
hard  on  \\\^  younger  of  that  Pair  of  Brothers^ 
who  have  had  fo  long  the  Diredion  of  the 
Affairs  of  this  Kingdom  ;  for  the  Advices, 
which  the  Penfonary  had  communicated  to 
our  Courts  were  fent  to  the  Britifi  Minifter 
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at  Paris  by  the  Secretary  of  State ^  on  the 
4th  of  u4pril  1728,  with  Orders  that  he 
il^ould  inform  himfelf  about  them,  and 
make  the  proper  Reprefentations  to  the 
Cardinal^  if  he  found  them  true ;  though  it 
was  not  poflible  fcr  us  to  have  any  Doubt 
of  the  Truth  of  thofe  Fads;  concerning 
which,  they  might  have  had  certain  In- 
formation from  fo  many  Hands,  if  their 
Attention  had  not  been  wholly  employed 
in  the  neceffary  Eftablifhment  of  t)on 
Carlos, 

Walpole\  Anfwer  is  dated  the  29th  of 
Aprils  N.  S.  and  it  is  a  curious  one  indeed. 
He  fends  over  an  Information,  which  agrees, 
in  the  main,  with  the  Advices  received  from 
the  Penfionary ;  but  adds,  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Dunkirk  had  feen,  fome  T^ime  agOy 
with  equal  Surprize  and  Pleafure^  that  in 
one  Night  their  Port  was  ope7id  at  once^ 
by  the  Force  of  an  extraordinary  Tide,  which 
they  loolid  upon  as  a  kind  of  Miracle. 
In  this  French  Miracle  his  Excellency  feems 
to  believe  ;  and  therefore  moft  cautioufly 
propofes  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  that  a 
Perfon  may  be  fent  to  Dunkirk  to  fee  whe- 
ther what  has  been  done  there  be  any  thing 
more  than  the  pure  Confequence  of  the 
lideSy  before  he  fpeaks  to  the  Cardifialin 
purfuance  of  the  Orders  fent  by  the  D.  of 
N,  to  him. 

On  the  30th  oi  Aprils  \}^t  Secretary  v^x\X.t% 
t6  the  Ambaffador  again,  and  fends  him  an 
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Account,  ivhich  his  Majejly  has  received y 
fays  the  Letter,  oj^  the  Works  'which  have 
been  carrying  on  at  Dunkirk  for  the  Efta- 
blifldment  of  the  Port  and  Harbour  there^ 
from  a  Perfon  of  undoubted  Credit  and  Skill 
in  thoje  Affairs.  The  Advices  of  the  Pen^ 
fionary  are  own'd  to  be  true ;  and  every  flep, 
which  has  been  taken  at  Dunkirk^  is  declared 
to  be,  a  dire5t  Breach  of  the  treaty  ^Utrecht 
and  of  the  T^riple  Alliance,  Walpole  is  directed 
therefore  to  infift  with  the  Cardinal^  that  im- 
mediate Orders  be  fent  to  Hop  thefe^Vorks, 
and  a  Confidence  is  exprefs'd  that  the  Car^ 
dinal  will  take  effecSual  Care  that  every 
Thing  be  reftified  according  to  the  treaties 
abovemention'd.  All  this  is  enforced  by  fomfe 
Reafonings,  which  would  incline  one  to 
imagine,  that  our  Miniflers  at  honie  might 
think  it  necellary,  at  that  Time,  to  infift 
upon  the  Obfervation  of  the  Treaties, 

But  our  Minifler  abroad  did  not  appear 
much  convinced  of  any  fuch  Neceffity  ;  for 
his  Excellency  s  Anfhver  to  this  Difpatch  is 
more  extraordinary  than  the  lajl^  and  even 
than  the  miraculous  Tide^  which,  it  is  pre- 
tended, opened  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk, 
lie  writes  on  the  30th  of  Mav;  that  is,  a 
Month  afterwards  to  the  D.  of  AT.  fends  him 
fome  Papers^  received  from  the  Cardinal^ 
relating  to  our  Complaints  about  Dunkirk -, 
takes  no  Notice  of  any  Reprefentations  made 
by  him,  in  obedience  to  the  Orders  fent 
him  ;  but  fays  very  coolly  and  very  tenderly, 
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that  he  ts  no  competent  'Judge  of  this  Affair 
and  can  fay  nothing  to  it. 

His  Excellency's  'Temper  would  aim  oft 
make  any  honeft  Man  lofe  his  Temper  ;  but 
let  us  examine  thefe  PafTages  with  all  the 
Indifference  poffible. 

Walpole\  Information,  which  he  fent  the 
D.  of  A^.  agreed  with  that  of  the  F enfionary ^ 
which  the  D.  of  iY.  had  fent  him.  He  knew 
then,  by  repeated  Advices,  that  it  was  not 
the  Tides^  but  the  inceffant  Labour  of  the 
French^  vvhich  had  open'd  the  Port  and  re- 
ftored  the  Trade  of  Dunkirk^  with  all  the 
Circumftances  already  mention'd.  He  knew, 
or  he  might  have  known,  that  this  mira- 
culous Tide  had  happened  eight  Years  before, 
long  before  Mr.  Lafcels  was  recalled  from 
Dunkirk^  and  neither^had  been,  nor  could 
be,  of  itfelf,  efft^dlual  to  the  opening  that 
Port.  This  being  the  Cafe  (and  it  is  fo  moft 
exadlly)  on  what  Principle  (hall  we  account 
for  Walpole\  Doubts,  Delays,  and  the  Weight 
he  feems  to  lay  on  that  impertinent  Story  of 
the  Tide  ? 

But  this  is  not  the  worft.  He  holds  much 
the  fame  Conduct,  after  he  has  received  a 
third  Information^  confirming  the  two  former ^ 
coming  from  a  Perfon  of  undoubted  Credit 
and  Skill,  believed  by  the  King,  and  made 
the  P'oundation  oi pofitive  Orders  to  him  to 
infift  on  having  an  immediate  flop  given  to 
thefe  Works.  He  was  no  Judge  in  this 
Jlffair.     His  Orders  were  not  coiiditional  in 
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Ais  -Cafe,  as  in  the  former.  Nothing  but 
the  greateji  Certainty^  that  the  Advices^ 
which  the  Kiw?'  had  received,  were  untrue^ 
and  that  his  Majefty  had  been  deceived  in 
them,  could  juilify  him  for  delaying  one 
Moment  the  Execution  of  his  Orders,  Now, 
inftead  of  this  Ccrtaijity^  what  had  he  ?  Why 
he  had  a  Faper^  drawn  up  by  the  Intendant 
of  the  Mari?ie  at  Dunkirk  3  for  which,  by 
the  way,  he  had  ftay'd  about  a  Month  ;  and 
-it  happens  very  unluckily  that  this  Paper,  as 
inconfiflent,  as  fliuffling,  as  evafive,  and  as 
impertinent  as  it  is,  owns  not  only  the  Truth 
of  fome  Particulars,  contained  in  the  Advices^ 
which  were  the  Grounds  of  Complaint,  but 
acknowledges  exprefly  that  fome  Works  liad 
been  made  to  prevent  the  Sands  from  choaking 
up  the  liar  hour.  Need  I  go  about  to  prove 
that,  in  Confequence  of  the  Treaties,  the 
Harbour  is  to  remain  choakW  up  for  ever-, 
and  that  every  thing  done  to  prevent  that  is 
an  Infrad;ion  of  thefe  Treaties  ? 

I  proceed,  in  the  third  Place,  to  take 
Notice  of  Mr.  Armj}rong\  "Report.  This 
Report  is  dated  at  Dunkirk  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember,  1728,  near  four  Months  after  the 
Tranfacflions  lafh  mentioned,  and  confirms 
fufficiently  the  Truth  of  the  Advices  re- 
ceived.-  It  takes  Notice  of  an  E^^traor- 

difiary  Tide,  which  had  demolifli'd,  in  tlie 
Month  of  December,  1720,  the  great  Ba^ 
fardeau  or  Digue ;  but  it  obferves  that  the 
breaking  of  this  Digue  w^s  far  from  opening 
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the  Harbour,  fince  the  Sand  and  Earth  of 
it,  being  fpread  by  the  Flux  and  Reflux, 
had  fiird  the  Port,  Bafin,  and  Channel,  fo 
that  a  Boat  could  not  get  in  from  the  Sea- 
ward  -It  attributes  very  juftly  the  opening 

the  Harbour  to  the  rebuilding  the  Sluice  of 
Fumes y  and  augmenting  it  with  a  fecond 
Flood-Gate It  then  proceeds  to  particu- 
larize the  feveral  other  Works,  which  had 
been  made,  and  aflerts  that  they  are  all  con- 
trary  to  the  exprefs  ^ernn  cf  the  ?2Jnth  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  alfo  to 
the  fourth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance 
made  at  the  Hague  the  fourth   c/ January, 

17 1 7. -It   afterwards   propofed    diiSferent 

Methods  for  reftoring  Things  to  the  State 
they  were  in,  before  the  French  had  opened 

and  repair  d  the   Harbour Thus  far  all 

is  well ;  but  then  thefe  Engineers  (for  Cron- 
fir 00m  joyns  in  the  Report  with  Armflrong) 
turn   Politicians ;    and  having  offer'd  what 
they  judged  neceffary  for  an  effectual  Com- 
pliance with   the    ireatieSy    they   take   on 
them  to  offer  what  they  judge  may  be  ex- 
pedient, and  not  repugnant  to  the  Intention 
of  the  Tireaties ;  and  that  is,  that  the  little 
Rigolle  or  Gut  (fo  they  are  pleafed  to  call  it, 
and  fuch  it  might  be  then,  in  Comparifon  of 
what  it  is  now)  fliould  be  left  to  the  French-^ 
and  in  order  to  preferve  it  to  them,  that  the 
Sluicey  which  they  had  built  on   the  Canal 
cf  Fumes y   in   Violation  of  their  Treaties^ 
fliould  be  left  to  them  likewife» 
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This  muft  appear  a  very  odd  Opinion  ;  ef- 
pecially  when  it  comes  from  Mr.  Annjlrong^ 
who  was  fo  pofitive,  in  the  late  Queen's 
Time,  that  the  Sluices  at  Dunkirk  were  not 
7iecejja?j  to  be  preferved,  in  order  to  dif- 
charge  the  Waters  of  the  Country ;  and  that 
if  any  of  thefe  Sluices  remain'd,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  prevent  the  Harbour  from 
being  kept  open  ;  whereas  if  they  were  all 
dejlroyd^  a  fmall  Space  of  Time  would  ef- 
fectually fill  up  the  Harbour,  But  fince 
that  Time,  he  feems  to  have  been  enlighten'd 
by  Ricouarty  the  Intend  ant  of  the  Marine 
at  Dunkirk  •  who,  in  the  Paper  abovcmen- 
tion*d,  to  which  this  Report  refers,  had  un- 
dertaken to  do,  in  three  Month's  Time,  in 
War  or  Peace,  at  the  Expence  of  ten  thou- 
fand  Livres,  and  with  one  hundred  Work- 
men,  more  than  he  own'd  had  been  done  at 
Dunkirk  in  four  Tears, 

It  was  right,  perhaps,  in  Ricouart  to  ad- 
vance this  extravagant  Propofjtion^  becaufe 
it  was  his  Bufinefs  to  furniili  the  Cardinal 
with  Arguments  to  oppofe  to  cur  Co?nplai?2tS', 
but  furely  it  was  not  our  Bifnejs  to  build,  on 
this  Foundation,  fuch  Maxims,  as  are  efta- 
blifli'd  in  Mr.  Armftrongs  Report,  and  as 
have  had  too  much  Prevalency  fince. 

France,  it  is  argued,  may,  in  Cafe  of  a 
Rupture  with  us,  rebuild  Sluices,  and  open 
thereby  the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  and  the 
Channel,  as  deep  and  as  wide  as  formerly. 
But  this  Harbour  will  be  of  no  Advantage 
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to  them,  till  the  Fortifications  to  the  Sea  arc 
rebuilt ;  becaufe  all  Ships  of  War  or  Burthen 
were  ever  obliged,  when  this  Place  was  in 
the  befl  Condition,  to  go  out  into  the  Roady 
where  they  may  be  attack'd,  as  long  as  the 
Strand  remains  unfortified^  and  there  take 
in  their  Guns,  Provifions,  Gfr.  Therefore 
let  us  permit  them  to  open  their  Harbour 
now  ;  that  is,  becaufe  France  will  probably, 
in  Cafe  of  a  War^  reftore  and  fortify  the 
Fort  of  Dunkirk  again,  let  us  allow  them 
to  Ao  part  of  their  Wok  beforehand;  becaufe 
they  will  not  obferve  the  Treaties^  when 
they  are  no  longer  bound  bv  them^  let  us  con- 
nive at  their  breaking  thefe  Treaties,  whilil 
they  are  bound  by  them. 

But  I  muft  not  difmifs  this  Point  ludl- 
croufly. 

Mr.  Arfn/lrongs  reafonino^,  which  was 
very  bad^  when  he  firfl:  made  Ufe  of  it,  and 
which  is  grown  much  ivorfe  by  what  has 
happened  fince  (  though  there  are  Men  who 
ftill  infift  upon  it )  is  entirely  built  on  fup- 
pofing  what  is  in  Dijpute^  or  rather  what  is 
fully  difpro'-oed, 

Yovfirft^  it  is  taken  for  granted  that,  in 
Cafe  of  a  Rupture ^  the  Fre?2ch  will  be  able, 
in  a  fliort  Time,  to  reftore  this  Harbour^ 
notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  done,  or 
can  be  done  to  deflroy  it.  Now  this  is  abfo- 
lutely  denied  by  feveral  very  knowing  Men  % 
and  was  fo,  in  a  particular  Manner,  by  one^ 
whofe  Knotvledge  can  be  no  more  difputed, 
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than  his  Vdlou7\  or  his  Integrity  ;  and  who 
faid  in  the  Houfe  that  he  would  undertake 
the  Digue  or  Damme  might  be  fo  made,  as^ 
not  to  be  deftroy'd,  in  two  Tears  'Ti?ne^  with 
all  the  Expence  France  could  beftow   upon 

Butbefides,  how  could  it  efcape  Mr.  Arm- 
flrong^  when  he  took  his  Hint  from  the 
French  Intendant^  or  thofe  who  have  been 
Mr.  Annftrongs,  Ecchoes,  that  their  own 
reafoning  turns,  in  this  Cafe,  agaijift  them? 
Let  it  be  allowed  them,  for  Argument's  Sake, 
that  no  Ship  can  take  its  Departure  from 
Dunkirk  without  {topping  fometime  in  the 
Road ;  let  it  be  allowed  that  we  can  attack 
and  deftroy  them  there,  as  long  as  the 
Strand  \^  not  fortified  -y  nay  let  it  be  allow'd 
that,  in  Cafe  of  a  War,  we  fhould  be  able 
from  ih^Road  to  hinder  the  French  from  /ir- 
tifving  the  Strand,  From  all  which  they 
co;. elude  that  a  naked  Harbour  cannot  be  of 
much  Advantage  to  France,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  they  affert  that  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  hinder  that  from  being  done  now 
which  France  can  and  certainly  will  do  in  a 
few  Months,  w^henever  a  JVar  (hall  hap- 
pen. 

But  furcly  'tis  very  plain,  upon  this  Foun- 
dation, and  in  Contradiction  to  what  is  af- 
ferted,  that  nothing  can  be  more  worth  our 
while,  than  to  hinder  the  Yitwchfrom  reflor- 
ing  this  Port  and  Harbour  in  ^'ime  of  Peace; 
fmce  they  cannot  poiiiblv  reftore  it  in  Time 
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of  War.  The  fame  Force,  which  it  has 
been  allowed  would  deftroy  their  Ships  in 
the  Roady  and  even  hinder  them  from  for^ 
tifying  the  Strand  again,  would  equally 
hinder  them  from  refloring  their  Channel  to 
the  Sea,  by  making  Jettees  down  to  the 
low  water  Mark,  to  prevent  the  Flux  and 
Reflux  of  the  Tides,  which  fet  acrofs  the 
Channel \  from  choaking  it  up  v/ith  Mud  and 
Sand  as  faft  as  the  Sluices  by  their  Effed:  can 
clear  it.  Now  it  is  undeniable,  that  if  we 
can,  in  Time  of  War,  command  the  Road 
and  even  hinder  the  Strand  from  beingyir- 
tijied ;  we  can  likewife,  by  the  fame  Means, 
liinder  the  Jettees  from  being  carried  to 
low-water  Mark.  From  whence  it  follows, 
on  the  reafoning  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  that 
if  we  do  not  fuffer  the  French  to  do  this 
Work,  by  Stratagems  in  Time  of  Peace^ 
they  never  can  do  it  by  Force  in  Time  of 
War ;  and  by  Confequence,  if  ever  it  is 
done,  it  muft  be  owing  to  the  Folly,  Neg- 
lect or  Treachery  of  the  Minifters  of  Great 
Britain, 

Secondly^  it  is  afferted  to  be  publickly 
known  that  all  Ships,  whether  of  War  or 
Burthen^  were  ever  obliged,  when  the  Ha- 
ven was  at  its  befl,  to  go  out  into  the  Road^ 
and  their  take  in  their  Guns,  &c.  Now  it 
is  publickly  known,  that  all  Ships  of  War 
or  Burthen  were  not  formerly,  and  are  not 
even  now  under  any  fuch  Neceffity.  There 
is  at  prefent  Water  enough  in  the  Harbour 
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for  a  Ship  of  400  I'ons,  and  the  Witneffes  had 
{ttn  a  Ship  fail  out  of  it  with  2461103  moun- 
ted. The  largeft  Men  of  War,  which  were 
kept  formerly  on  that  Station,  might  be 
obliged  to  go  light  into  the  Road^  and  there 
take  in  their  Guns^  &c,  but  it  is  evident  that 
Ships  of  Force  fufficient  to  annoy  the  Trade 
of  Great  Britain  and  to  carry  on  that  of 
France^  did  formerly  and  may  now  fail  out 
and  in,  without  being  obliged  to  Hop  in 
the  Road, 

'T'hirdly,    the    opening  this    Port^  m  the 
Manner  it  has  been  done,  and  the  erecting  a 
Sluice  on  the  Canal  of  FunteSy  tho'  allow'd 
to  be  contrary  to  the  exprefs  Terms,  is  fup- 
pofed  not  to  be  repugnant  to  the  Intention  of 
the  Treaties^  and  to  the  Ends  propofed  by 
them.     Now  furely  the  direcfl  contrary  is  de- 
monftratively  plain  ;  fo  plain,  by  the  ^ernn 
of  the  treaty-,  by  the  Principles  over  and  over 
laid  down  ;  by  the  Arguments  over  and  over 
employ'd  in  the  Difputes  and  Negotiations 
about   this  Affair,  and  finally  by  Mr.  Arm- 
jlrong^  own  Opinion  fonyierly  deliver  d^  and 
followed,  that  it  is  inconceivable  he  fliould 
report  in  Contradidion  to  all  this;  unlefs  a 
Report  was  to  be  made,  on  this  Occafion,  in 
Confequence  of  a  Me  a  fur  e  refolved^  inftead  of 
determining  the  Meafure,  i?i  Confequence  of 
the  Report ;  which  I  apprehend  has  been  the 
Cafe,  on  many  Occafions. 

When  the     French   made  the   Canal  of 
Mard}'ke^  they  cover'd  themfelves  under  the 
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Letter  of  the  treaty ;  and  becaufe  they  did 
not  rebuild  the  fame  individual  Moles^  yet- 
tees  or  Fortifications^  as  had  been  demoHth'd, 
they  would  have  had  it  underftood  that  they 
did  not  adl  againft  the  Words  of  the  Ninth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  -,  which  are, 
7ie  diBa  Munimenta^  Moles,  aiit  ageres  de- 
nuo  unqiiam  rcficiantiir.  Now  when  they 
have  rebuilt  one  of  the  fame  Sluices ;  are 
repairing  the  very  fame  yettees\  and  are,  in 
a  Word,  reftoring  \ht  fame  individual  Port ^ 
Hai  boiir^  Bafji  and  Channel ;  we  argue,  in 
their  Favour,  that  they  do  not  adl  againft 
the  Spirit  or  Intention  of  the  Treaties^  pro- 
vided they  do  not  renew  the  Fortifications 
on  the  Strand.  Mr.  Armjirong.,  in  this  Re- 
port, does  not  indeed  allow  the  repairing 
the  Jcttees',  on  the  contrary,  he  infifts 
flrongly  on  the  Neceffiry  of  dejlroying  them^ 
even  to  the  Level  of  the  Strand-,  but  we 
fliall  lee  tisat  he  does  little  lefs  than  allow  it 
in  a  fuhfequcnt  Report  \  and  the  fame  Argu- 
ment, drawn  from  the  fuppofed  Intention  of 
the  Treaties,  has  been  equally  infilled  upon, 
fince  the  Jet  tees  have  been  /;;  part  repair  d 
and  other  Works  done,  which  anfwer  the 
fame  Ends. 

But  to  conclude  this  Obfervation  ;  if  there 
could  have  been,  before  the  Treaty  of  171 7, 
any  Doubt  concerning  the  Intention  oj  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  there  certainly  could 
not;  and  as  his  late  Majefty  inffted  very 
juilly  and  very  fuccefsfully  that  there  could 
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not ;  yet  to  urge  this,  after  the  T'reaty  of 
17 17,  is  to  chicane  about  the  Spirit  of 
Treaties^  in  Favour  of  the  French^  more 
grofsly  tl^an  they  did  themfelves  in  their 
own  Favoar,  when  they  accepted  the  //^/// 
of  the  late  }Ling  of  Spain ^  notwithftanding 
all  the  Engagements  they  had  taken  by  the 
T'reaty  of  Partition,  The  fourth  Article 
of  the  Treaty  of  1717.  is  a  Commentary  on 
the  ninth  Article  of  that  of  Utrecht.  If, 
after  that,  we  are  ftill  at  Liberty  to  talk  of 
the  Spirit  or  Intention  of  the  firjl  Treaty, 
nothing  can  be  ever  determined  by  any 
Treaty.  The  Treaty  of  17 17  leaves  the 
Canal  oi  Mar  dyke  in  fuch  a  State  as  might 
fuffice  for  carrying  off  the  Waters,  and  ad- 
mitting oi  fmall  Vefels,  that  there  might  be 
no  Excufe  left  for  openings  in  any  Degree, 
the  old  Channel^  which  by  the  fame  Treaty 
is  to  be  nwre  efeBually  demoliJlSd  than  ever^ 
m  order  to  the  intire  choaking  of  it  up  ; 
How  can  it  be  faid,  after  this,  that  the 
Intent  and  End  of  this  Treaty^  as  well  as 
of  the  former,  is  not  difappointed  by  opening 
this  fame  old  Channel  and  the  Harbour 
anew  ?  I  grow  afhamed  of  infifting  fo  long 
on  a  Point  fo  very  clear,  and  fliall  fini(h  it 
by  faying,  that  nothing  could  furprize  or 
afflid:  me  more  than  to  hear  fome  Perfons^ 
from  whom  better  Things  might  have  been 
exped:ed,  argue  for  keeping  open  the  Harbour 
of  Dunkirk  upon  any  Principles  and  efpec'- 
ally  on  fuch  as  thefe;  that  it  is  not  againft 
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the  Treaties,  nor  againft  the  Inter  efl  of  Great 
Britain,  To  exciije  Minijiers,  who  have 
committed  Faults,  may  be  allowed  to  Friend- 
fit  p,  and  to  particular  Obligations ;  but 
there  can  hardly  be  a  more  melancholly 
Symptom  in  zfree  Government,  than  that  of 
exci/Jing  and  even  jujiifying  the  Con  dud:  of 
Miiiijlers,  by  explaining  av^^ay  the  moft  im- 
portant, national  Advantages, 

Having  made  thefe  Obfervations  on  Mr. 
Armftrongs  Report,  I  proceed,  in  the  fourth 
Place^  to  take  Notice  of  what  our  Mmijters 
did,  in  Confcquence  of  it. 

What  they  did  was  in  fhort  This.  They 
folio w'd  his  Advice,  as  far  as  it  went  in 
Favour  of  France  y  and  there  do  not  appear 
any  Footfteps,  that  they  followed  it  in  taking 
effeBual  Care  of  thofe  few  Things^  which 
he  recomm.ends  in  Favour  of  Great  Britain. 

They  approved  his  Report  in  all  its  Parts. 
They  directed  the  Minijier  at  Paris  to 
infift  that  Things  might  be  redified  according 
to  it ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  writes  that 
this  "will give  entire  SatisfaBion,  Nay  they 
would  not  fo  much  as  try  whether  France 
would  be  contented  with  lefs  than  Mr.  Arm- 
Jirong  propofed  ;  for  Walpole  having  given 
the  Hint,  by  alking  whether  he  fhould  com- 
municate the  iiohole  Report  to  the  French^ 
or  only  fuch  Parts  of  it  as  related  to  the  In- 
fraBions  of  the  Treaties,  he  is  ordered  to 
communicate  the  ^jchole  Report  to  the  Car^ 
dinaL     That  is,  he  is  crder'd   to  fhew  the 
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Fre72ch  at  once,  that  we  were  willing  to 
givt  up  to  them  what  had  never  been  given 
up  from  the  T^reaty  of  Utrecht  to  this  Time ; 
and  leave  them  a  Harbour^  under  xho^JIjam 
Pretences,  under  which  they  had  fo  long 
prefs'd  for  it  in  vain. 

What  is  the  Return  made  to  this  noble 
Franknefs  and  Generolity  of  ours  ?  Why, 
the  Cardinal^  iays  he,  has  put  the  Report 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Secretary  for  Ma- 
ritime jiff  airs ;  and  that,  in  order  to  hinder 
an  Eclat.  Diredion  will  be  f>:iven  for  com- 
plying  with  it  by  Degrees. 

Who  does  not  fee  the  Meaning  of  this 
Anfwer  ?  The  Eclat ^  that  is  the  Noife,  was 
already  made  in  Great  Britain,  and  in 
Holland  too.  It  was  publickly  known  in 
both,  and  publickly  complain'd  of,  that  the 
French  had,  in  great  Meafure,  rejlored  the 
Fort  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk.  Surely 
there  could  have  been  no  Hurt  in  letting 
it  be  as  publickly  known,  that  they  were 
dejiroying,  at  leaft,  a  Part  of  what  they  had 
done  in  Violation  of  the  treaties.  This  muft 
have  help'd  to  hinder,  inilead  of  making 
any  farther  Eclat.  This  muft  have  done 
Honour  to  that  Court,  and  have  given  fome 
Colour,  if  any  Thing  can  give  Colour  to 
fo  improbable  a  Story,  to  what  has  been 
fo  often  faid,  and  is  faid  even  now,  that 
the  French  Minifters  knew  nothing  of  the 
Works  carried  on  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
Dunkirk, 
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But  the  Meaning  of  this  Anfwer  was 
plainly  to  gain  Ti?7ie,  We  had  fhcwn  too 
much  Hafte  in  giving  up,  at  once,  a  great 
Part  of  what  they  wanted  to  gain  upon  us  ; 
and  they  were  willing  to  try  iFthey  could, 
by  Delay,  evade  performing  the  fmall  Part 
of  what  we  required  of  them. 

I  pafs  to  vdy  fifth  Obfervation,  which  will 
prove  that  this  is  no  unreafonable  Refine- 
ment, or  raili  Judgment.  What  I  have  juft 
related  pafs'd  in  Nov,  1728.  From  that 
Time  it  does  not  appear  that  the  FreJ2ch  de- 
molifli'd,  according  to  Mr.  Armfirongs  Re- 
port ^  any  of  the  Works  they  had  made,  or 
that  our  Minijlers  prefs'd  them  once  to  it. 
But  though  they  did  not  demolijh,  it  appears 
that  they  built ;  for  in  the  Month  of  May 
following,  a  new  Alarm  comes,  and  our 
Minijlers  are  once  more  called  upon  by  the 
Pe?2fionar)\  who  fends  them  Accounts  of 
farther  Works  carrying  on  at  Dunkirk,  for 
the  Improvement  of  the  Harbour.  Thefe  Ac- 
counts were  fuch,  that  my  Lord  Chejlerfield 
fays,  in  his  Letter,  the  Fenfionary  gave  great 
Attention  to  them.  Let  us  fee  what  At- 
tention We  gave  to  them. 

They  are  fent  to  the  Minifer  at  Paris, 
He  communicates  them  to  the  Cardinal, 
-  The  Cardinal  knov/s  nothing  of  the  Mat- 
ter J  but  gives  general  Afjurances  that  noth- 
ing, contrary  to  the  treaties,  ihall  be  done. 
Our  Complaints  are  tranfmitted  fr(jm  Court 
to  Dunkirk,  and  from  thence   an  Anjhsjer 
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13  returned  by  the  Intendant^  acknowledging 
in  the  main  the  Fa6ls  complain'd  of,  but 
giving  Turns  to  them,  which  one  would 
hardly  imagine  could  pafs  even  with  thofe^ 
who  have  fo  much  Faith  in  their  Miracles, 
Such,  for  Inftance^  as  this;  that  a  certain 
Floodgate  had  indeed  been  repair'd,  but 
that  it  was  one^  which  had  not  been  de- 
molifh'd  at  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk ; 
which  is  true  for  this  Reafon,  that  it  w^as 
not  /;/  being  at  the  Time  of  that  Demoli- 
tion, but  hath  been  built fince  ;  fo  that  the 
French  Argument  flands  thus.  We  do  not 
break  the  Treaties  by  repairing  this  IVork^ 
though  we  broke  them  by  building  it. 

This  Anfwer  was  refer'd  to  Mr.  Arm-- 
jlrong^  who  ^without  any  Examination^ 
whether  the  French  httendant  had  not  pal- 
liated and  difguifed  Matters)  makes  as  im- 
plicit and  favourable  a  Report^  as  the  other 
could  have  defired. 

A  few  Months  ago,  it  was,  in  his  own 
Opinion,  neceflary  to  deftroy  the  JettceSy 
newly  ere(fl:ed,  and  the  Heads  of  the  old 
Ones^  which  had  been  leit,  and  that  even 
down  to  the  Level  of  the  Strand,  Now, 
the  PileSy  driven  at  the  Head  of  the  old 
Channel^  and  pretended  to  be  defign^d  only 
for  Beacons  and  Moorings^  may  be  allow'd  ; 
provided  Care  be  taken  that  they  do  not 
ferve  for  the  Foundations  of  Batteries.  The 
new  Magazines  and  the  new  Key  are  not 
thought  of  any  Inconveniency,      All   that 
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France  Is  doing,  and  which  the  Fenjlonary 
laid  fo  much  Weight  upon,  is  allowed.  The 
Mintiier  at  Farts  hath  Orders  to  fay  fo; 
but  he  is  to  hint,  at  the  fame  Time,  that 
Care  be  taken  that  no  farther  Works  are 
carried  on.  He  may  fpeak  out  in  making 
thefe  Conceffions  to  France  \  but  he  muft 
meafure  his  Words,  and  not  fpeak  plain, 
when  he  mentions  what  we  required  in 
Return;  though  what  we  required,  in  Re- 
turn, was  nothing  more  than  a  'verbal  Af- 
furance  that  Batteries  fliould  not  be  made 
on  the  Heads  of  the  yettees^  which  we 
allowed  them  to  eredt  at  the  Entrance  of 
the  old  ChaJineL 

My  fixth  Obfervation  is  this.  Though 
we  were  now  brought.  Step  by  Step,  to  fee 
and  own  a  manifeft  Danger,  that  the  French 
might  not  only  repair,  but  fortify  the  Fort 
of  Dunkirk  ;  yet  from  the  Month  of  July 
laft  the  Works  were  carried  forward  there 
till  the  Enquiry  begun  in  Parliament,  with- 
out the  Knowledge^  or  with  the  Connivance 
of  our  mojl  knowing  Minijlers, 

It  appeared  by  the  concurring  Evidence  of 
the  Witnefles,  that  they  were  carried  for- 
ward, during  this  Time,  with  greater  Ap- 
plication and  lefs  Referve  than  ever  ;  that 
the  Soldiers  of  the  King's  T'roops  work'd  at 
them  ;  and  that  Ships  were  prefs'd,  by  the 
King's  Orders^  to  carry  Stones  for  this 
Service, 
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After  this,  it  is  impoffible  to  read,  without 
fome  Surprize,  that  when  Mt.  Pointy  and 
Mr.  Armjlrong  made  the  Reprefentations, 
which  they  were  order'd  to  make,  to  the 
French  Minifler^y  both  the  Cardi?2al  2iX\A.  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  aflured  them,  that  if 
any  Thing  had  been  done  towards  refloring 
the  Harbour  of  Dufikirk  to  its  former  State, 
or  in  Contravention  to  the  Treaties  o^.lJtrecht 
and  the  Hague^  it  had  been  done  without 
their  Knowledge  and  contrary  to  the  French 
King  s  exprefs  Commands,  They  feem,  by 
this  Proteftation,  as  ignorant  as  our  M/;2/y?^ri 
were,  of  Things  done  in  their  own  Country, 
and  with  all  the  Rclat  poffible ;  but  even 
Ignorance,  in  this  Cafe,  is  not  very  excufe- 
able  in  either  -,  for 

Fir  ft  y  as  to  the  French  Mlnijlers,  Taking 
what  they  fay,  in  their  own  Behalf,  for 
granted,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  'Dunkirk 
have  been  principally  active  in  what  hath 
been  lately  done  there,  contrary  to  Treaties \ 
yet  can  it  be  fuppos'd,  with  the  leaft  Appea- 
rance of  Probability,  that  Works  of  fuch 
Importance  could  be  carried  on,  for  above 
two  Years  together,  without  any  Authority, 
or   Connivance,  or  even  the  Knowledge  of 

the  Fre7ich  Court  ? Is  it,  in  any  Degree, 

credible  that  the  Subjedls  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince  would  dare  to  make  \Jk  of  his 
Troops,  or  to  prefs  Ships  into  that  Service, 
by  pretended  Orders  and  without  any  real 
Licence?— Can  we  imagine  that  This  could 

Z  2  be 
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be  done  under  the  very  Nofe,andyet  without 
the  Privity  of  the  Gover7iour  Commendant^ 
the  Intendants  and  divers  other  Officers  of 
the  Marine,  wJio  are  obHged  to  hold  a  con- 
ftant  Correfpondence   with  the  Mimjlers  at 

Tarts  t or,  laftly,  can  it  be  pretended, 

without  putting  the  greateft  Violence  on 
common  Senfe  and  common  Reafon,  that 
even  Curicjity  itfelfj  the  lowejl  Principle  of 
all  our  Enquiries,  would  not  have  prevail'd 
on  the  Minijiers  of  France  to  examine  into 
this  Affair  and  gain  the  beft  Informations 
about  it,  after  it  had  made  fo  great  an  Eclat 
in  E?2gland  diud  Holland? 

I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  find,  in  this  Conduft, 
any  Proof  that  they  carry  their  Fidelity  even 
to  a  Nicety  y  for  it  was  cc  tainly  incum.bent  on 
them  to  be  fo  inform'd ;  fince  it  was  from 
the  French  Court,  and  not  from  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Dunkirk  that  we  were  to  expert 
and  require  the  ftri(ft  Obfervance  of  the 
Treaties.  When  the  French  Minijiers  there- 
fore would  impofe  on  us  an  Affurance  of  this 
Kind,  fo  void  of  all  Probability,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  give  us  another  AlTurance  of  their 
doing  every  Thing  agreeably  to  Treaties ; 
will  not  the  notorious  Improbability  of  the 
one  juftify  our  ftrongeft  Sufpicions  about  the 
Performance  of  the  other  ?  When  there  are 
fuch  convincing  Reafons  to  queflion  their 
Veracity^  can  we,,  without  expofing  our 
felves  to  the  Contempt  of  the  whole  World, 
depend  intirely  on  their  Sincerity  f 

Secondly. 


C    341    ) 

Secondly,  As  to  the  inaBlve  Condu(5l  of 
our  Mini/iers  from  July  to  February  laft  y 
and  in  order  to  fet  this  Matter  in  a  full  Light, 
kt  us  recal  very  (hortly  and  place  their 
whole  Proceedino;  in  one  View. 

If  we  lo  k  no  farther  back  than  the  Year 
1727,  when  the  ?iew  Sluice^  on  the  Canal  of 
Fur?7es,  was  built,  it  is  now  about  3  Tears 
fince  the  French  have  worked  at  the  Refto- 
ration  of  Dimkirk.  In  this  Time,  our  Ml- 
nijlers  have  made  three  Complaints^  and  not 
one  of  thefe  Complaints  hath  been  made  ori- 
ginally on  their  own  Motion ^  and  upon  AtU 
vices  of  their  own.  The  two  firji  lUmes^ 
they  were  call'd  on  by  tlie  Fenfionary^  and 
the  lojl  TiniCy  they  were  puflVd  on  by  the 
Parliament.  The  Proceedings  on  i\\t  Jirjl 
Complaint  ended  by  allowing  to  the  French 
fome  Infractions  of  the  Itreaties^  and  by 
defirins:  that  others  midit  be  redined.  This 
h  promifed ',  but  the  Promife  is  7iot  kept.  In- 
flead  of  reBifying  what  had  been  done,  new 
Works  2iXQ  carried  on.  The  Proceedings  on 
the  fecond  Complaint  end  in  our  acquiefcing 
to  thefe  new  Works,  provided  they  are  ex^ 
tended  no  farther.  Even  this  Fronufe  is  not 
kept.  The  Works  are  extended  farther.  All 
Mankind  know  it,  and  complain  loudly  of 
it  for'feven  Months  together.  An  Enquiry 
begins  in  Parliament.  Our  Minifters  are 
furprized  and  know  nothing  of  the  Mat- 
ter,    Although  they  had  been  difappointed 

23  a 
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zfir/l  Time,  they  took  no  Care  not  to  be  io 
a  Jecond^ 

I  think  that  I  need  not  explain  or  enforce 
this  any  farther  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  ob- 
ferve,    Jthl)\    that  as   there    may   be  fome 
Reafon,  arifing    from  their  pa /I  CcnduB,  to 
apprehend  that  the  French  Court  may  not 
be  quite  lo  exadt,  nor  fo  expeditious,  as  we 
are  made  to  hope,  in  fulfilling  even  the  lajl 
Fromife^  which  they  have  given  us,  to  de- 
moUJh   all  the  Works  ereBed  contrary  to  the 
Ti'reaties ;  fo  there  is   great  Reafon  likewife, 
arifing  from  our  pall  ConduB^  to  apprehend 
that  they  do  not  underftand,  on    that   Side 
of  the   Water,    by   Works  contrary  to  the 
^reatiesy  what  we  do  and  always  mufi:  un- 
derftand,   on  this   Side   of  the   Water,  by 
thofe  Words ;  from  whence  it  will   follow 
that,    by   dextrous   Management ^    we   have 
brought  the  cleareft  Point  in  Nature  to  be 
the  moft  intricate ;  and  that  whereas  there 
never  could  have  been  Room  for  the  leaft 
Difpute,  if  the   T'reaty  of  17 17  had  been 
obferved,    in   Explanation  and  Moderation 
of  that   of  Utrecht^  cur  departing  from  it 
may  and  mufl  open  a  Source  of  inexhau- 
ftible  Chicane. 

I  have  already  fliewn  how  the  Treaty  of 
17 17  explains  the  Intention  and  moderates 
the  Conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  fo 
as  to  leave  the  French  no  Colour,  either 
from  the  Letter  or  Intention  of  the  Treaties, 

for 
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for  doing  or  adling  any  Thing  more  than 
what  is  xkiftx^fpeci fie  ally  expref^d\  no,  not 
even  on  Account  of  difcharging  the  Canals  % 
draining  the  jlat  Country  ;  or  carrying  on 
their  Fiflnng  or  any  other  Tirade, 

Upon  this  Foot,  therefore,  the  Senfe  of 
thefe  Words  (Works  contrary  to  the  Treaties  3 
or  Works  done  in  Cojttravention  to  the  Trea- 
ties ;  )  is  exadly  and  invariably  determined. 
But  the  French  have  been  artful  enough  to 
improve  our  Complaifance  for  them,  fo  as  to 
fet  the  Cafe  of  Dunkirk  on  quite  another 
Foot ;  with  our  Miniflers  I  mean ;  for  with 
the  Nation  I  hope  and  believe  that  impoflible 
to  be  done. 

On  the  former  Foot,  every  Thing,  which 
hath  been  done  at  'Dunkirk^  is  directly 
againft  the  Letter  of  both  treaties,  and 
againft  the  Intention  of  that  of  Utrecht^  ex- 
plained by  that  of  1717.  The  RigoUe  or 
Guty  which  Mr.  Armftro7ig  and  our  Mi- 
nifters  allow  the  French^  by  virtue  of  their 
difpenjing  Power^  and  the  Sluice  on  the 
Canal  of  Fur?ies,  to  keep  this  Rigolle  or  Gut 
open,  are  as  diredtly  and  as  plainly  againft 
the  Intention  of  the  Treaties^  as  even  forti- 
fying the  Town,  the  Harbour  and  the  Strand 
would  be. 

Bur,  on  the  other  Foot,  there  is  Room 
for  Chicane.  The  French  may  fay  (and,  no 
Doubt,  they  will  fay)  that  the  Intention  of 
treaties  ought  to  be  determined  by  the 
Senfe,  in  which  the  contracting  Parties  have, 

by 
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by  mutual  Agreement,  executed  them  5  that 
as  the  late  King  allow'd  them  to  have  a 
Communicatkjn  from  Dunkirk  to  the  Seay 
by  the  O^nal  of  Mardyke  5  fo  they  have 
been  allow'd,  at  prejhit^  to  have  the  fame 
Communication  by  the  old  Channel ;  that  we 
did  indeed  once  infift  on  demolifhing  their 
Reparations  of  the  old  Jettees-,  but  that, 
fince  that  Time,  and  on  Occafion  of  Com- 
plaints about   other  Works ^    made  for  im- 

/ proving  this  Harbour,  we  have  not  only 
exprefly  approved  their  making  thefe  latter 
WorkSy  but  have  tacitly  confented  to  their 
repairing  and  fupplying  the  old  "Jettees^  by 
taking  no  Notice  of  their  not  deflroying 
them,  nor  of  their  maaking  othjcr  Works  to 
hinder  as  efkdlually  the  Flux  and  Reflux  of 
the  Tides  from  choaking  up  the  Channel^ 
as  the  yettees  are  defign'd  to  do;  that  all 
this,  together  with  our  Approbation  of  the 
new  Key  they  have  made,  and  the  new  Ma- 
gazines they  have  built,  fliew  it  very  evi- 
vently  to  have  been  our  Senfe,  as  well  a? 
theirs,  that  the  Intention  of  the  treaties  is 
not  to  deprive  them  of  a  naked  Harbour  at 
Dunkirk^  but  only  to  hinder  them  from 
having  a  fortified  Harbour  there  ^  that 
they  are  far  from  entertaining  any  fuch 
Thoughts ;  that  they  carry  their  Fidelity 
even  to  a  Nicety  and  hav^  not  yet  raifed  o?2e, 

jingle  Battery  on  the  Strand;  till  they  at- 
tempt which,  we  have  not  the  leaft  Reafon 

to 
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to  afiirm   that  they  a(5l  in  CoJitraventiofi  to 
ibe  'treaties. 

This  and  much  more,  to  the  fame'Effed, 
may  the  French  fay,  whenever  they  are 
preis'd  in  good  earneft  to  fulfil  their  lafl 
Promife,  agreeably  to  the  juft  Expecfbations 
of  the  Britijh  Nation,  Nay,  they  certainly 
will  infift  in  this  Manner,  if  they  were  fo 
prefs'd ;  becaufe  whatever  Reafons  they  may 
have  to  defire  that  our  prejent  Minifters 
Jhould  continue  in  Power^  I  can  hardly 
perluade  my  felf  that  they  will,  for  the  Sake 
of  the  two  illuflrious  Brothers^  undo  intirely 
what  they  have  done  at  Dunkirk  and  fairly 
lay  afide  the  Hopes  of  reftoring  that  Port^ 
by  Degrees  and  without  Eclat^  to  its  former 
Greatnefs  and  Splendor. 

That  there  is  Reafon  to  apprehend  fuch  a 
Condudl  from  them,  we  may  judge  by  what 
we  have  lately  heard  from  Dunkirk  ;  for  it  is 
faid  that  Mr.  Lajcels,  with  fome  French  Of- 
ficers, had  been  to  found  the  Water  in  the 
Harbour  and  Channel,  Now,  to  what  Pur- 
pofe  can  this  be  ?  If  we  are  to  (land  to  the 
"treaties,  we  muft  infift  that  there  be  7io  Wa- 
ter ;  at  leaft,  no  navigable  Water  at  all  in 
the  Harbour  and  Channel,  If  we  depart 
from  the  treaties^  to  what  Purpofe  do  we 
difpute  about  a  Foot  or  two  of  Water ^  more 
or  lefs  ? 

The  Qoeftion  does  not  turn  on  fuch   Cir- 
cumftances  as  thefe  ;  whether  the    Port   be 
capable  of  receiving  50  or  100  Ships;  whe- 
ther 
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ther  Ships  of  50  or  500  Tons  go  into  it,  or 
out  of  it ;  whether  the  Depth  of  Water  be 
14  or  18  or  20  Foot,  and  the  like;  but 
iingly  on  this,  whether  it  be  made  a  Port  to 
diiy  Purpojey  or  in  any  Degree  whatfoever. 

Perhaps,  we  may  hear  oi  Jome  Jettees,  or 
ether  Works  i.t{\.roy  Ay  and  a  few  Appearan- 
ces of  a  Demolition  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered 
that  nothing  can  be  a  juft  Satisfadion  and 
real  Security  to  us,  but  the  reducing  Dunkirk 
once  more  to  that  Condition,  into  which  it 
was  put  by  V  irtue  of  the  T^reaties^  and  fol- 
lowing them  as  the  ftated  Rule  between  iis^ 
and  France y  on  this  Head.  Let  it  be  re- 
member'd  likev/ife  that  whatever  SatisfaBioTi 
we  may  obtain,  be  it  more  or  lefs,  will  be 
owing  to  the  Parliamentary  Enquiry^  and 
not  to  the  Care,  Vigilance  and  Spirit  of  thofe^ 
who  are  employed  in  the  Adminiftration. 

After  having  made  fo  many  Obfervations 
on  the  Condudl  of  om  M in ijlers  in  this  Af- 
f AW  of  Dunkirk,  lam  obliged,  in  Juft  ice,  to 
take  fome  Notice  of  the  chief  Argument,  by 
which  their  Creatures  endeavour  to  excufe 
them ;  for  though  many  concur  to  fcreen 
them  from  Cenfiire,  few  there  are,  I  think, 
even  amongft:  thefe,  who  prefume  entirely 
to  juftify  their  ConduB, 

It  hath  been  faid  then  that  different  Titnes 
and  different  Situations  of  Affairs  require 
different  Ways  of  adling ;  which  is  a  moft 
undeniable  Truth.  But  as  Common-place 
Wit  diverts  nobody,  who  hath  any  Wit^  fo 

CommoU" 
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Common^pldce  Maxims  impofe   on  nobody, 
who  hath  Senfe  and  Knowledge. 

It  is  true  that  di^erent  Times  and  Situa- 
tions require  that  Miniders  of  State  fhould 
both  fpeak  and  aS  in  different  Manners-^ 
but  they  are  never  to  lofe  their  ObjeB^  al- 
though they  change,  in  fome  Meafure,  the 
Manner  of  purfuing  it.  This  Objedt  is,  or 
ought  always  to  be,  the  greateji  ?taticnal 
Good.  To  wife  and  honeji  Servants  of  the 
Publick  all  Countries  will  be  abfolutely  in- 
different, except  their  own ;  and  by  Confe- 
quence  they  will  neither  lean  to  nor  from  any 
foreign  Interefi^  but  as  thai  Inter efi  is  brought 
nearer  to  the  Intereft  of  their  own  Country ^ 
or  placed  in  a  greater  Oppoftion  to  ity  by  the 
Courfe  of  Accidents, 

Now,  let  us  apply  the  Maxim,  thus  ex- 
plained, to  the  Condud:  of  our  Minijiers  m 
the  Cafe  of  Dunkirk. 

That  we  have  feen  and  do  ft  111  fee  Times 
and  Situations,  with  refpedt  to  Great-Bri- 
tain and  France,  very  different  from  thofe, 
which  our  Fathers  or  we  beheld,  during  forty 
Years,  is  true.  It  is  true  therefore,  that 
fince  this  Alteration  oi  Times  and  Situatio7is^ 
a  different  Manner  of  [peaking  and  aBing 
towards  France  hath  been  requifite  on  our 
Part,  But  our  general  Interefi,  with  Re- 
fpedt  to  France,  is  only  thus  far  changed. 
Formerly,  it  was  our  Intereft  to  oppoje  all 
her  Meafures,  and  to  defy  her  mofl  exorbitant 
Power,     It  is  7iow  become  our  Intereft  to 

have 
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have  a  Communication  of  friendly  MetJ fares 
and  Intercourfe  oi friejidly  Officis  with  her; 
and,  inftead  of  defying  her,  reduced  Power ^ 
to  be  only  jealous  of  lis  growing  again. 

In  cuhivating  therefore  the  Friendfhip  of 
Fraiice,  and  even  in  avoiding  all  Appeara'Kes 
of  diftiufting  her,  or  being  jealous  of  her^ 
our  Minijiers  have  aded  according  to  the 
Rules  ot  good  Policy,  The  French  have 
held  the  fame  Condud:  toward  ^/j;  and  this 
mutual  Confidence  and  Amity  might  certain- 
ly have  been  productive  of  much  fublick 
Goody  without  any  particular  Inconveniency 
or  Mifchief.  It  hath  been  fo  to  France -y. 
but  it  hath  not  been  fo  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  Reafon  of  this  Difference  is  plain. 
The  French  have  folio w'd  the  Maxim  above- 
mention'dj  but  without  once  lofing  Sight  of 
their  national  Interejl.  Whenever  this  hatb 
come  into  Queflion,  thev  have  infifted  ami-^ 
cably,  but  they  have  infifled  as  ftrongly  as 
ever  ;  witnefs  the  Cafe  of  Santa  Lucia,  that 
of  the  *  Honours  at  Sea,  and  many  others. 
Nay,  whenever  they  could  acquire  fuch  a 
Pretence,  as  feem'd  confident  with  the  Terms 
ci  Friendjhip^  they  have  artfully  enough  en- 
deavour'd  to  diminiJJj  our  Power,  and  to 
wrefl  from  us  thoje  Advantages^  which  they 

know 
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kno^v  may  fome  Time  or  otlicr,  Jn  our 
Hafidsj  be  of  Detrinient  to  the'm  \  witnels 
the  Part,  which  oar  intimate  Friend,  the 
late  Duke  of  Orleans^  aded  in  fupporting 
the  Claim  of  Spain  to  the  Reftitmion  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca. 

But  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found  that  our 
Minifters  have  fuffer'd  the  Tranfports  of 
Friendfliip  to  carry  them  too  fir  in  Favour  of 
France ;  particularly,  in  the  Cafe  now  be- 
fore ^us  ;  for  which  they  muft  be  contefs'd  in- 
excufeable,  notwitliftanding  the  wi/e  y^po- 
tkegm  quoted  in  their  Behalf;  unlcfs  they 
can  fliew  that,  by  departing  from  a  ftricl: 
Obfervation  of  the  T^reaties^  with  refpedt  to 
Dimkirky  they  have  avoided  ^greater  Evil, 
than  the  Danger  of  feeing  tbis  Port  rejlored 
is  and  mull:  be  reputed  3  or  clfe  that  they 
have  procured  to  their  Country  a  greater 
Good  than  that  of  keeping  Dunkirk  in  the 
State,  to  which  it  was  reduced,  and  in  which 
It  y^^i^io  C0J7ti?iue,  according;  to  the  Treaties. 

If  thisyS/^  Excuje,  which  can  be  iliade 
for  our  MiniJUrs,  will  avail  them  little, 
when  it  comes  to  be  tried  by  the  Rules  of 
Reafon\  it  will  be  quite  exploded,  when  we 
have  Recourfe  to  Experience,  and  compare 
the  Condud:,  which  was  held  by  our  Mini- 
Jiers,  in  the  Years  1716  and  17 17,  with 
that  which  has  been  held  for  thefe  three  or 
Jour  laji  Ttars,  as  well  as  the  Situation  of 
Affairs,  at  that  Time,  v/ith  the  Situation  of 
Affairs,  durino;  the  latter  Period.  . 

The 
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The  Purport  of  the  Provijional  jigree- 
merit  V£i'^^^\n  1716,  which  was  inferted  in 
the  fourth  Article  of  the  Alliance  made  in 
17 17,  hath  been  ah"eady  mention'd.  The 
trench  were  far  from  confenting  eafily  to 
make  this  Step  ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  the 
Firmnefs,  which  we  then  fhew^d,  could 
have  forced  them  to  it.  I  doubt  not  but  they 
would  gladly  have  deftroy'd  entirely  the  Ca- 
nal of  Mar  dyke  ^  if  they  might  have  been 
permitted  to  have  had  that  Rigolle^  or  Gut 
( for  there  appears  an  Affedlation  in  calling 
it  any  Thing  but  what  it  is,  a  Channel) 
which  hath  been  allowed  them  fince.  The 
Harbour  of  Dunkirk  is  a  Tide-Harbour ^  and 
therefore  liable  to  much  Inconveniency ;  but 
this  Inconveniency  was,  in  great  Meafure, 
remedied  by  the  Situation  of  the  old  Channel^ 
now  refloredy  which  runs  flrait  down  to  the 
Sea  from  the  Harbour  ,  and  hath  the  Road 
before  it,  in  which  Ships  may,  at  all  Times^ 
get  into  the  Port, 

The  Canal  of  Mar  dyke  runs  a  great  Way 
about  and  makes  an  Elbow,  before  it  can 
defcend  to  the  Sea-,  and  when  it  comes 
there  hath  no  Road  acrofs  the  Entrance  of 
it;  for  which  Reafon,  Dunkirk  can  never 
be  of  that  Advantage  to  Fra?ice^  and  of  that 
Danger  to  us,  with  this  opening  to  the  Sea, 
as  with  the  other. 

The  late  King  therefore  confented,  as  is 
obferved  above,  to  leave  the  Canal  of  M^^r- 
dyke^   reduced   according  to  the  Terms  of 

the 
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the  Provifional  Agreement ;  but  he  was  (o 
far  from  giving  the  leaft  Way  to  any  Thing, 
which  might  tend  to  open  the  old  Channel^ 
that  he  expreily  ftipulated  the  doing  of  every 
Thing  neccflary  for  the  Jartber  and  more 
compleat  Deflruclion  of  it.  Thus  we  fee  the 
Difference  between  omx  forjner  and  our  late 
Condti5i,  Let  us  confider  how  we  flood, 
at  that  Time,  with  France^  and  what  was 
the  general  Situation  of  our  Affairs, 

We  were  then  as  clofely  united  with 
France  as  we  are  now ;  and  the  Maxim  of 
cultivating  this  Union  prevail'd  as  ftrongly 
in  our  Councils.  A  Storm  from  the  North 
was  then  much  more  to  be  fear'd  than  now. 
The  late  Czar's  Grandfather  was  then  alive 
likewife.  How  we  flood  with  thoje  Princes^ 
and  what  we  had  to  apprehend  from  their 
Arms^  I  need  not  explain.  At  Home  there 
were  fome  Remains  of  a  Rebellion  nottotallv 
extinguifh'd,  and  a  Jacobite  Party  flill  ia 
being.  The  Swedijl:>  Plot  again  ft  the  Go- 
vernment was  carrying  on  at  that  Time. 
Alberoni  was  ripening  his  form.ickble  Schemes, 
which  be  began  to  execute  in  1717,  and  we 
were,  in  Concert  with  France^  taking  Mea- 
fures  to  oppofe  them. 

Let  me  afk  now  any  Man,  of  common 
Ingenuity,  whether  an  Argument,  drawn 
from  the  Situation  of  Affairs^  to  excufe 
fome  Compliances  with  France^  might  not 
have  been  urged  with  a  better  Grace  at  that 
Time^  than  it  could  be  urged ,  far  the  fame 

Purpofe 
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Fiirpofc^  now  ?  He  will  certainly  anfwer 
that  it  might  ;  and  yet  it  is  urged  720W^  not 
to  excufe  fome  little  Compliances^  but  to 
excufe  what  hath  been  done,  in  direB  Con- 
tradition  to  the  l^reaties,  and  for  giving  up 
to  France  a  great  Part  of  the  Adijantage  and 
Security^  which  we  were  in  Poffeffion  of 
by  them. 

This  Differe7tce  of  CofiduB  h  therefore  not 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Difference  of 
^imes  aJid  Situations,  It  is  to  be  accounted 
for  by  nothing,  but  by  the  Difference  oi Men, 
We  had  then  ether  Mini/iers  at  Home  Xo 
give  Inftrudlions,  and  another  Miiiijler  at 
Paris  to  execute  them.  The  T^imes  and  cur 
Situation,  in  the  Years  I7i6and  1717,  were 
not  more  favourable  to  us,  than  the  Times 
and  our  Situation  in  the  Years  1727,  1728 
and  1729;  and  om  national  Litereji,  with 
Refped;  to  Dunkirk,  hath  been  exadly  the 
fame  in  both-y  but  our  Miniflers  had  not  then 
negotiated  themfelves  into  an  abfolute  De- 
pendance  on  France,  nor  Icarn'd  perhaps  a 
Leffcn,  that  it  is  much  more  eafy  and  pro- 
fitable to  evade  or  defeat  a  Farliamentary 
Enquiry,  than  to  govern  "well  at  Home,  and 
to  fupport  the  Interejls,  the  Honour,  and  the 
Dii^fiitv  of  tlie  Nation  Abroad, 
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A    Final 

AN    S    W    E    R 

To  the  Remarks  on  the  CR  J FTSMJN's 
Vindication;  and  to  all  the  Libels^ 
which  have  come^  or  may  come  from  the 
fame  garter  againfl  the  PERS0N,/^y?;;;^;/- 
tion'din  the  Craftfman  of  the  22d  of  May 

i73^- 

T  T  is  impoffible  to  have  read  the  Papers, 
■■•  which  have  been  publifli'd  againft  the 
Writings  of  the  Craftfman y  and  not  have  ob- 
ferved  that  one  principal  Point  hath  been 
laboured  with  conftant  Application,  and 
fometimes  with  a  little  Art.  The  Point  1 
mean  hath  been  This ;  to  make  all  the  Dif- 
putes  about  national  Affairs,  and  our  molt 
important  Interefts,  to  pafs  for  nothing  more 
than  Cavils,  which  have  been  raifed  by  the 
Pique  and  Refentment  of  one  Man,  and  by 
the  Iniquity  and  dangerous  Defigns  of  another. 
Nothing,  which  could  be  faid  or  done  to 
inculcate  this  Belief,  hath  been  negledted. 
The  fame  Charges  have  been  repeated  almofi: 
every  Week,  and  the  Publick  hath  been 
modeftly  defired  to  pay  no  Regard  to  unde- 
niable Fads,  to  unanfwer'd  and  unanfwer- 
able  Arguments,  becaufc  thefe  Fafts  and 
thefe  Arguments  were  fuppofcd,  by  the  w/- 
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nijlerial  Writers^  to   come  from   Men,  to 
whom  thefe  Hirelings  afcribed,  againft  all 
probability,  the   worft  Motives,  and  whofe 
Characters  they  endeavour'd  to  blacken  with- 
out Proof.     Surely  this  Proceeding   rendered 
it  neceflary,  at  leafl   not  improper,  at  the 
Conclufion  of  thofe  Remarks,  which  were 
to  conclude  the  Colleftion  of  the  CraftfmaUy 
to  fay   fomething  concerning   the  PerfofjSy 
who  had   been   fo  particularly   attack'd  on 
Account   of  the    Part,    which   they,    who 
rail'd  at  them,  were  pleafed  to  fuppofe  that 
thefe  Gentlemen   had  in  the  Writings,  con- 
tained in  that  Colledlion.     This,  I  fay,  was 
neceifary  5  at  leaf!;  proper ;  not  in  order  to 
raife  a  Spirit^  as  it  is  impertinently  fuggefled 
in  the  Libel,  which  lies  before  me ;  but  to 
refute  Calumny^  and  to  remove  at  leaft  fome 
of  thofe  Prejudices,    which  had  been  raifed, 
or  renew'd,  on  theOccafion  oitheje  Writings ^ 
and   which  were  employed  to  weaken  the 
Effedt  of  them ;  an  Effed:,  which  may  be 
faid  with  Truth  to  have  been  aim*d  at  the* 
noble  Pair  of  Brothers ;  fince  it  keeps  up  a 
national  Spirit  of  Enquiry  and  Watchfulnefs, 
which  it  is  the  Interefl  of  the/e  Perfons,  as  it 
hath  been   their  Endeavour,  to  ftifle ;  and 
which  it  is  the  Interefl  of  every  other  Man 
m  Britain  to  preferve  in   himfelf,  and  to 
nourlfh  in  others  -,  an  Effedt,  which  cannot 
be  faid,    without  the  greatefl  Untruth,  to 

have 
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have  been  aim'd  againft  the  prefent  Settle-' 
merit ;  fince  the  higheft  Infolence,  which 
can  be  offered  to  his  Majefty,  is  to  attempt 
to  blend  his  Intereft  and  his  Caufe  with 
thofe  of  his  unworthy  Servants^  as  the  Tools 
of  thefe  u72Worthy  Servants  are  every  Day 
employed  to  do,  and  probably  at  his  Maje- 
fty's  Expence. 

Something  was  faid  therefore  by  the  Craftf- 
man^  in  his  Journal  of  the  2  2d  of*  May^  to 
the  Purpofe  I  have  mentioned.  If  he  went 
out  of  his  Way,  (for  he  ought  moft  cer- 
tainly to  Confine  himfelf  to  things,  and 
meddle  with  Perfons  as  little  as  poffible)  he 
went  out  of  it  on  great  Provocation.  He; 
carry 'd  Truth  and  Reafori  along  with  himi 
and  he  ufed  a  Moderation  and  a  Decency,  to 
which  his  Adverfaries  are  Strangers. 

To  fet  this  Matter  in  a  full  Light,  let  us 
confider  what  he  faid ;  let  us  confider  how 
he  hath  been  anfwerM  ;  and,  by  fairly  com- 
paring both,  let  us  put  the  whole  Merits  of 
this  Caufe  upon  one  fhort  biit  decifive  Ifiiie. 
It  will  be  Time  afterwards  to  make  a  few 
Obfervations  on  the  Clamour  raifed ;  on  the 
Reafons  and  Defigns  of  it ;  in  a  Word,  to 
detedl  the  mean  Artifice  and  filly  Expedi- 
ents, to  which  the  two  honourable  Patrons  of 
the  Remarker  are  reduced.  In  doing  this^ 
I  {hall  neither  affedl  to  declaim,  nor  to  in- 
veigh, though  I  have  before  me  an  inex- 

Aa  2  haufl:ible 
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liaufllblc  Fund  of  Matter  for  both,  and  the 
Law  of  Retaliation  to  bear  mc  out.  As  I 
am  perfuaded  the  Men^  I  have  to  do  with, 
can  raife  no  Paffion  in  the  Terfon  concerned, 
fo  have  I  no  Need  of  endeavouring  to  raife 
the  Paffions  of  others.- ^But  to  proceed. 

The  Craftfman  took  Notice  of  thofe  Ac- 
cufations,  which  are  brought  againft  the 
Ge?itkman\\t  mentions  in  ihtfecoiid Place. — 
I  meddle  not  with  the  Defence  of  the  other, 
which  hath  been  undertaken  by  an  abler 
Pen. — Some  of  thefe  he  anfwer'd  in  general 
only  ;  and  yet  he  anfwer'd  them  as  particu- 
larlv  as  he  ouo;ht  to  have  done  for  Reafons  of 
Hoiioiir^  which  are  touched  upon  by  him,  and 
which  fliall  be  a  little  more  opened  by  me. 

But  there  were  other  Points,  not  at  all  af- 
fedled  by  thefe  Reafons,  on  which  no  Ex- 
planation was  neceffary  to  be  given  by  the 
Accujed^  and  on  which  the  Craftfman  had  a 
Right  to  demand  Proofs  from  the  Accufers. 
They  were  Points  of  a  more  determined 
Nature  ;  fuch  as  admitted  of  no  different 
Conflrudtions ;  fuch  as  could  not  be  altcr'd 
by  Circumftances.  They  were  of  a  more 
publick  Nature  ;  fuch  as  the  Men,  who 
brought  the  Accufations,  mull  have  it  in 
their  Power  to  prove,  if  they  were  true; 
and  fuch  therefore  as  mufl:  be  falfe,  if  the 
Men,  who  brought  the  Accufations,  were 
not  able  and  ready  to  prove  them. 

On  thefe  the  Craftsma7i  infilled.  He 
affirmed  Propofitions  direftly  contrary  to  the 
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Accufatlons  brought.  He  appeal'd  to  un- 
queftionable  Authority  for  the  Truth  of  what 
he  affirm'd  ;  and  to  one  in  particular,  which 
fliould  have  been  treated  with  more  Rcfped: 
by  the  Remarker^  fince  it  will  outweigh,  at 
home  and  abroad,  a  thoufand  fucli  Autlio- 
rities  as  thofe  of  his  Patrons,  He  chul- 
lenged  all  Mankind  to  produce  one  Jingle 
Proof,  in  Contradidiion  of  an^y  one  of  the  ge^ 
neral  Affirjnations, 

Was  there  any  Thing  unfair,  or  indecent 
In  this  Proceeding  ?  Was  there  any  Thing  in 
it,  which  could  provoke  the  Choler  of  thofe, 
who  are  Friends  to  Truth  and  Juftice  ?  If 
they,  who  brought  thefe  Accufations,  had 
been  fuch,  an  Opportunity  was  prefcnted  ta 
them  of  convidting  the  guilty  Man  at  the 
very  Tribunal,  before  which  his  Caufe  had 
been  pleaded.  By  producing  Proof  on  thefe 
Heads,  they  had  it  in  their  Power  to  con- 
•  demn  him  upon  all  the  Reft  ;  and  if  this 
Part  of  the  Charge  was  made  good,  the 
Opinion  of  Mankind  would  have  been  faiily 
'  enough  decided  as  to  the  other, 

Iffue  being  joined  therefore  in  this  Man- 
ner, the  acciifed  Perfon  muft  be  found;  guilty 
of  all  the  Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge ;  or  his 
Accufers  muft  be  found  guilty  of  Slander,  of 
Calumny,  and  of  the  worft  Sort  of  AfTafli- 
nation. 

Thus  the  Craft fman  left  the  Matter.— Let 
us  fee  what  hath  been  faid  in  Anfwer  to  him. 

I  pafs  over  the  many  fcurrilous  Froduflions^ 
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of  thofe  weekly  minijierial  Scolds^  who  arc 
hired  to  call  Names,  and  are  capable  of  little 
more.  The  elaborate  Libel,  intitled  Remarks 
on  the  Craft  [maris  Vindication^  feems  to  be 
the  utmoft  Effort  oi their  and  their  Patrons 
colled:ed  Strength;  and  tho'  I  have  waited 
feveral  Days  to  fee  if  they  had  any  more 
Scandal  to  throw  out;  yet  I  never  doubted 
an  Inftant  from  what  Quarter  this  remarkable 
Piece  came  into  the  World, 

The  whole  Pamphlet  is  one  continued 
Invedlive,  and  defervfes  no  more  to  be  calFd 
Remarks  on  the  Craft/man^  or  a7i  AnjhiLer  to 
bim^  than  the  Railing  and  Raving  and 
throwing  of  Filth  by  a  Madman  deferve  to 
be  caird  an  Anfwer  to  thofe,  who  unwarily 
pafs  too  near  his  Cell.  All,  that  Malice 
could  ever  invent,  or  the  Credulity  of  Par- 
ties^ inflamed  by  Oppofition,  receive,  is  af- 
fembled.  Truth  is  difguifed  by  Mifrepre- 
fentation,  and  even  many  Things,  which  the 
noble  Pair  know  to  be  falfe,  are  affirm'das  true. 

But  you  will  alk,  perhaps,  whether  the 
Challenge  is  not  accepted,  and  whether 
Proofs  are  not  brought  to  contradidl  the 
plain  and  pofitive  Affirmations  made  by  the 
Craftfman  ?  I  anfwer,  the  Challenge  is  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Remarker  afTures  us  that  he 
hath  brought  Proof  in  numerous  In/lances 
againft-  thefe  Affirmations  ;  which  is  the 
more  generous,  becaufe  the  Craftfman  ex- 
acted bat  one  ftngle  Proof  in  Contradi^ion  of 
any  of  them. 

The 
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Tht  Jirjl  of  thefe  Affirmations  was,  that 
the  Gentleman  concern  d  never  eiiter'd  into 
Engagements^  or  any  Co7nmerce  with  the 
Pretender,  till  he  had  been  attainted  and 
cut  off  from   the  Body  of  his  Majejlys  Sub- 

je6ls, Let  us  examine  the  Fafts,  which 

we  find  fcatter'd  up  and  down  in  the  Re* 
marks,  v>^hich  may  be  apply'd  to  prove,  ia 
Oppofition  to  this  Affirmation,  what  hath 
been  fo  often  afferted,  that  this  Gentleman 
was  a  zealous  Jacobite  and  an  Agent  of  the 
Pretejider^  even  in  the  Reign  of  the  late 
^eem 

Thz  firjl  FaB  of  this  Kind  Is  this.  He  left 
the  Kingdom.  His  high  T^reafon^  amofig  other 
Crime s^  ivas  confefsdhy  hisJJjamefil  Flight. 
^  Had  the  Libeller  proved  this  high  Treafon^ 
I  might  agree  that  the  Gentlernans  leaving 
his  Country  was  a  Confequence  ;  but  I  can 
never  admit  that  it  is  a  Proof  of  his  Guilt, 
Could  no  other  Reajhn  for  leaving  his  Coun- 
try be  given,  except  his  Guilt,  his  leaving 
his  Country  would  be  a  ftrong  Prefumption 
againft  him.  But  many  other  Reafons,  will 
foon  occur  to  thofe,  who  remember  the 
Paflages  of  that  Time ;  and  Reafons  there 
are  of  a  more  private  Nature  ftill,  which 
would  be  very  far,  to  fay  no  more,  from 
refleding  DiQionour  on  a  Step,  which  is 
caird,  by  thefe  Joul-fnouthed  Advocates  of 
Power ^ Jldarneful 2>.n^ig7iomi7iious.  One  Thing 
it  may  be  proper  to  affure  them  of,  that 
they  may  pretend  to  miilake  the  Craftfman^ 

and 
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and  to  mifapply  his  Words  no  more.  It  is 
this.  The  Gentleman  never  declined  a  Con- 
teft  with  the  two  honourable  Patrons  of  this 
LibeL  One  of  them  was,  in  thofe  DaySj, 
below  his  Notice;  and  he  never  found,  upon 
Trial,  that  he  had  Reafon  to  apprehend 
being  foil'd  by  the  other.  But  we  mufl  not 
yet  difmifs  this  Article. 

If  the  Proof  we  are  examining  proved 
any  thing,  it  would  prove  too  much.  If  to 
decline,  in  certain  Circumftances,  a  Trial; 
if  to  go  into  voluntary  Exile,  either  before 
a  Trial,  or  even  after  Condemnation,  were 
abfolute  Proofs  of  Guilt,  the  Condud  of 
many  greater  and  better  Men  than  the  Fer^ 
Jon  now  accufed  would  deferve  our  Cenfure, 
and  that  of  Calumniators,  as  vile  as  thej'e 
Libellers^  would  merit  our  Approbation. 
Metellus  and  Rut  Hi  us  muft  be  condemned. 
jipuleius  and  Apicius  muft  be  juftified. 

This  fort  of  Proof  therefore  not  appearing 
fufficient  to  make  good  the  Charge,  that 
this  Gentleman  was  engaged  with  the  Fre- 
tender  before  his  Attainder^  great  Pains  are 
taken,  and  much  Rhetorick  is  employed  to 
ihew,  what  we  fhall  not  prefume  to  con- 
tradicl:,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  engaged 
in  that  Caufe  after  his  Attainder,  Neither 
did  the  Craftfman  infift  on  this  Circum- 
ftance  as  a  Defence  of  the  Per  Jon  accufed. 
He  fix*d  this  Date  of  the  En  easements 
mention'd,  in  Contradiftion  to  Thofe ^  who 
had  fdlfely  afiirm'd  that  thefe  Engagements 

were 
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were  much  more  antknt.  But  he  neither 
urged  it  as  a  Defence^  nor  pleaded  it  as  an 
Excufe ;  and  yet  I  am  perfuaded  that  this 
very  Circumftance  had  fome  Weight  with 
his  late  Majejiy^  when  that  excellent  Prince, 
the  Mildnefs  of  whofe  Temper,  and  the 
Clemency  of  whofe  Nature,  would  have 
rendered  him  amiable  in  the  moll  private 
Station,  and  made  him  almoft  adorable  in 
that  great  Elevation,  to  which  the  Providence 
of  God  had  raifed  him  j  when  that  excellent 
Prince,  I  fay,  was  pleafed  on  his  owai  Mo- 
tion, and  without  any  ^Application  from  the 
Perfon  here  fpoken  of,  to  extend  his  prefcnt, 
and  promife  his  future  Favour  to  him. 

Tho'  the  Craftfman  did  neither  fay  nor 
intend  what  has  been  objeded  by  the  Re^ 
marker  to  him,  yet  he  might  perhaps  mean 
fomething  more  than  hath  been  obferved; 
and  if  he  did  mean  it,  he  meant  to  inculcate, 
upon  this  Occafion,  a  very  ufeful,  general 
Truth.  Let  us  grant  that  the  Man,  who 
engages  againft  his  Country,  even  when  he 
has  been  opprefs*d  in  it,  or  driven  out  of  it 
by  Violence,  is  not  to  be  defended  ;  that 
thefe  are  Occafions,  wherein  we  ought  to 
kifs  the  Rod,  which  fcourges  us,  and  reve- 
rence that  Authority,  which  we  think  has 
been  unjuftly  exercifed  againft  us.  But  then 
let  it  be  granted  likewife,  that  human  Pa/Jiofis 
are  fo  ftrong,  and  human  Reafon  fo  weak, 
that  Men,  who  fuffer  Perfecution  or  who 
imagine  they  fuffer  it,  are  feldom  able  to 

keep 
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keep  Within  thefe  Bounds  oi  heroicalMode^ 
ration.  They  will  be  apt  to  feize  the  Op- 
portunities, which  may  be  offer'd,  of  re- 
iifting,  or  of  attempting  to  repair  the  Injuries 
done  them.  They  will  flatter  themfeh^es, 
that  they  do  not  'vow  their  Revenge  againjl 
the  People^  the  innocent  and  collective  Body 
of  their  Countrymen^  nor  go  about  to  fub- 
vert  the  Conjiitiition  of  the  Government,  They 
will  perfuade  others,  nay  they  will  perfuade 
themfelves,  that  they  do  not  feek  Reve?ige^ 
but  Redrefs ;  nor  aim  to  deflroy  the  Law^ 
which  punifhes,  but  to  prevent  the  Abufe  oi 
it,  which  perfecutes.  Thus  will  Men,  who 
^dually  fufFer,  be  apt  to  reafon  ;  and  if  the 
Cafe  be  common  to  Numbers,  they  will  be 
apt  to  proceed  from  reafoning  on  fuch  Prin- 
ciples, to  aft  upon  them.  Wife  Govern- 
ments therefore  have  been  careful  to  diflin- 
guifh  between  Pimijl:ment  and  Perfecution  ; 
have  never  fuffer*d  the  former^  however  jiift, 
neceffary,  or  fevere,  to  carry  the  leaft  Ap- 
pearance of  the  latter,  Ludlow  was  juftly 
punifl:i'd.  My  Lord  Clarendon^  whom  the 
Remarker  hath  fo  ilrongly  yoak'd  with  the 
Regicide^  w^as  unjuftly,  ungratefully  and  cru- 
elly perfecuted.  We  may  pronounce,  with- 
out Uncharitablenefs,  that  ihtfor?ner  would 
have  taken  any  Opportunity  of  fubverting  a 
fecond  Time  the  Conftitution  of  his  Coun- 
try 'y  not  from  Refentment  alone,  but  from 
Principle,  The  latter  would  have  been 
moved  by  no  Refentments  to  difturb  that 
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Frame  of  Government,  which  he  had  con- 
tributed fo  much  to  reftore.  The  former 
EiXample  therefore  hath  nothing  to  do  ia 
this  Place,  and  if  I  admit  the  latter^  it  will 
only  ferve  to  fliew  us  how  Men  JJmild  ^J?, 
not  how  they  do  aB,  It  will  be  one  Example 
of  Virtue^  oppofed  to  innumerable  Inftances 
of  Frailty,  Innumerable,  indeed,  are  the 
Inftances  of  Men  in  all  Ages,  who,  having 
been  driven  out  of  their  Country  by  Vio- 
lence, have  endeavour'd,  ev'n  by  Violence, 
to  return  to  it.  This  is  the  general  and 
known  Courfe  of  Nature;  depraved  ind^Qd^ 
but  human  -,  and  fince  it  is  fo  -,  if  we  allow 
that  they^  who  difturb  a  Government,  be- 
caufe  they  think  themfelves  perfecuted,  de- 
ferve  no  Excufe,  we  muft  allow  that  thofe^ 
who  give  Occafion  to  this  Difturbance  by 
Perfecution,  deferve  very  little. 

I  hope  I  may  deferve  fome  for  this  Di- 
greflion,  into  which  the  Remarker  led  me; 
and  I  return  to  my  Subject,  by  faying  that 
neither  the  Craftfmaji  hath  pretended,  nor 
do  I  here  pretend,  to  excufe  the  Engage- 
ments, which  this  Gentlema?i  took,  after  his 
Attainder,  and  which  his  late  Majejiy  fo 
gracioufly  pardon'd  ;  but  that  his  taking  thefe 
Engagements,  after  his  Attainder^  is  no 
Proof  that  he  was  under  them  before  ;  and 
that  his  going  out  of  the  Kingdom,  in  the 
late  King's  Reign,  is  no  Proof  that  he  was 
a  zealous  "Jacobite,,  a?id  an  Agent  of  the 
Pretender  in  the  late  Queen's  Reign. 

The 
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The  Libeller^  finding  himfelf  unable  to 
make  this  Charge  good,  leffens  the  Charge 
that  he  may  fuit  his  Proof  to  it.  If  he  can- 
not prove  that  the  Gentleman  was  in  the  In- 
terclls  of.  the  Pretender^  before  his  Attain-'' 
der^  he  will  prove  at  leaft  that  he  had  a  flrong 
PTOpe7i/io72  io  ihofe  Interejis-,  and  how  does 
he  prove  even  this  ?  He  afferts  that  in  the 
Tear  1702,  this  Gentleman  was  one  of  the 
.  'virtuous  1 17,  ivho  gave  their  Votes  to  throw 
cut  the  Bill  for  fettling  the  protefant  Sue- 
cejjion^  &:c.  Falfe  and  impudent  Affertion  ! 
A  few  Pages  before  he  pretends  to  have  the 
'journal  Book  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be- 
fore him.  Had  he  it  before  him  now  ?  If 
he  had,  how  can  he  affirm,  in  diredl  Con-? 
tradition  to  it  ?  If  he  had  not,  how  'could 
he  venture  to  affirm  any  thing,  concerning 
this  Matter  ?  The  Bill  for  fettling  the  pro- 
left  ant  Succeffon^  i?i  the  prefent  royal  Fami- 
ly^ pafsdthe  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  Month 
oi  May  1701,  not  in  1702;  and  it  pafs*d 
nemine  contradicente^  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  farther  Security  of  his  Majefiys  Perjon 
and  the  Succefion  of  the  Crown  in  the  pro- 
tejiant  Line^  and  extinguijlnng  the  Hopes  of 
the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  all 
ether  Pretenders^  and  their  open  and  fecret 
Abettors.  This  Billwds  accordingly  brought 
in,  and  the  Perfons  who,  by  Order  of  the 
Houfe,  prepared  and  brought  it  in,  were 
Sir  Charles  Hedges  and  one  Mr.  St,  JOHN. 
In  the  Progrefs  of   this  Bill  through  the 
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Houfe,  it  appears  that  there  were  fome  De- 
bates and  Divifions  about  particular  Claujes 
and  Amendments-^  but  the  Bill  was  pals'd 
without  any  Z)/i;^J(?;2  j  fo  infamoufly  falfe  is 
the  AiTertion  made  by  this  Libeller^  that 
there  was  no  Dlvifion  of  117,  or  of  anv 
other  Number,  for  throwing  out  either  the 
Billwhichjettled  the  SiicceJJion',  or  the  Bill ^ 
which  ivas  made  for  the  farther  Security  of 
it.  There  was  a  Diviiion  indeed,  of  117 
againft  118,  upon  a  Claufe  added  by  the 
Lords  to  a  Bill  for  inlarging  the  T^ijue  for 
taking  the  Oath  of  Abjuration^  &c,  and 
this  happened  in  the  Year  1702;  but  what 
Relation  hath  this  FaB  to  the  Fad  afferted  ? 
Whether  the  Gentleman  voted  againft  this 
Clauje,  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  fay ;  and  it 
is  to  no  Purpofe  to  enquire ;  for  the  Claufe 
regarded  only  fuch  Per  fans  as  hadnegleBed  to 
take  the  Abjuration  Oath  in  Time^  and  pro- 
1)1  ded  that  if  fuch  Perfons  had  forfeited  any 
Office^  Benefice^  &c.  to  "which  any  other  Per- 
Jons  had  been  prefrrd^  the  former  JJjould  ?7ot 
be  rejlored  by  taking  the  Advantage  of  this 
AB.  If  this  pretended  Proof  is  not  ano- 
ther Inftance  of  the  vHefl  Calu?nniafion^  the 
Libeller  himfelf  confeffes  that  the  Craftf- 
mans  Challe?ige  was  properly  made  ;  and  that 
there  is  not  one  Proof  in  the  V/orld  againjl 
his  general  Affirmations, 

Another  Facl^  which  is  advanced  and  moft 
pathetically  declaim'd  upon,  for  Reafons 
not  hard  to  be  difcover'd,  is  likewife  applied 
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tbrnaihtain  the  fame  Charge.  This  Genthnan^ 
lays  the  Libeller^  bad  the  Impudeiice  to  op- 
pofe  bis  prejent  moft  facred  Majejiy^  when  he 

demanded  a    Writ  of  Right T^he  Writ  of 

Smnmons  to  Parliament,  He  afterwards 
can  fed  the  EleBor  of  Hanover's  Minifter  to 
he  forbid  the  Court  y  for  no  other  Crime  than 
havi77g  demanded  that  Writ,  And  did  this 
Gentleman  oppofe  this  Writ  ?  Nay,  did  any 
other  Servant  of  the  late  Queen  oppofe  it  ? 
Falfe  and  impudent  is  the  Affertion.  It  was 
ordered  to  be  made  out  the  very  Day  *  it  vvas 
demanded.  If  the  Minijier^  who  demanded 
the  Writ,  was  forbid  the  Court,  was  this 
Genthman  the  Caufe  of  it  ?  1$  every  difagree- 
able  Circumftance  to  be  afcribed  to  him  in 
an  Affair,  which  was  too  important  not  to 
be  laid,  by  the  proper  Minijier^  that  is  by 
the  Chancellor y  not  the  Secreta?^^  before 
her  late  Majefty  and  her  Council  3  and  in 
which  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  her  Majefty 's 
Refentments  were  alone  fufficient  to  deter- 
mine fuch  a  Refolution?  Belides,  if  the  M/- 
nijler  received  the  Affront  mentioned,  was  it 
lingly  and  abftradledly  for  demanding  the 
Writ ;  or  was  it  founded  on  the  Mamter  of 
demanding^  and  on  many  other  Circumftan- 
ces,  fome  exprefs'd  and  fome  hinted  at  in 
the  Letter Sy  writ  foon  afterwards  by  the  late 
^een  to  her  late  TLkBoral  tlighnefs  the 
Princefs  Sophia  and  to  Iiis  prefent  Majefy^ 
which  lye  before  mc  in  the  printed  Annals 

of 
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of  ^een  Anne\  Reigii?  Was  the  Recep- 
tion, given  by  his  late  Majejiy,  then  Elecfor^ 
to  the  Minijler^  who  made  this  Demand,  at 
his  Return  home,  fuch  a  one  as  {hew*d  his 
Majefty's  Approbation  of  this  Meafure,  and 
his  Difappfobation  of  what  had  happened 
here  upon  it  ?  —  I  fay  no  more. 

We  have  now  gone  through  all  I  can  find 

in  thh  Libel,  which  feems  not  fo  much  as  to 

aim  at  making  good  ihtjirft  Head  of  Accu- 

fation,    on  which  the  Craftfma?i  made   his 

Challenge. 

On  tho^  fecond  Head,  the  Craft  (man  af- 
firmed that  the  fame  Gentleman  ne^-oer  had  anf 
Commerce  either  dire5i  or  indireB,  inconjifle7it 
with  the  Engagements  he  took  after  his  At- 
tainder,  whilji  he  continued  in  them.  Now, 
this  Affirmation,  inflead  of  being  difproved, 
is  evaded.  It  is  foreign  to  me,  fays  the  Re- 
marker — Is  it  fo  ? -Have  not  all  YAsfcrib" 

hlifig  Afociates  charged  this  Gentleman  ovef 
and  over  for  being  treacherous  to  the  Pre- 
tender ;  for  being  engaged  with  him  ;  and  2Lt 
the  fame  Time  a  Spy  and  a  Fart  if  an,  fuch 
is  the  Language  they  ufe,  of  the  late  King  ? 
Is  not  the  flat  Contradiction  given  to  this 
Lye  a  Part  of  the  Challenge  made  by  the 
Craftfman  ?  Hath  not  this  Libeller  accepted 
the  Challenge?  Hath  he  not  call'd  it  a  weak^ 
a  foolifi  and  a  flavifj  Defence?  May  he 
evade  it  after  ail  his  boailing  ?  Is  he  not 
bound  to  make  it  good  in  every  Part,  or  to 
own  the  Charge  of  Calumny,  which  I  make 

on 
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Oh  htmy  en  the  whole  fcribbling  Crew,  and 
on  fbo/e,  who  pay  them  ?  What  he,  or  they 
will  own,  I  neither  know  nor  care.  What 
the  Publick  will  determine  is  evident. 

On  a  f/6/r^  Head  of  Ac cuj at i en  againjl  this 
Gentleman^    the    Craftfma?i    affirmed,    that 
fince  he  wasc^/^  of  the  Engageme?2ts  laftmen- 
tion'd,  he  hath  had  no  Commerce^   either  di- 
reti   or  indireB^  in  favour   of  that    Caufe. 
Kow,    upon  this  Head^  though  the  Accufa- 
tion  be  not  given  up  in  Terms,   yet  is  it  as 
little  maintained,   or  fupported   by   Proof  as 
the   laji.    The  Libeller^  indeed,    calls   the 
Gentleman  a  Leviathan  of  ^reafon  ;  difplays 
the  terrible  Dangers,  which  would  have    at- 
tended the  reinftating  him;  prefumes  to  call 
it  a  Libel  on  the  late  Kings  Memory  to  fay 
that  he  had  fuch   Intentions  %  and    yet  dares 
not  deny  that  his  Majefty  fignified  his  having 
fuch  Jntentio7is.     In  iliort,  with  much  Bom- 
baft,   he  makes  the  Panegyrick  of  his  Fa- 
trony    for  defeating  thefe  Intentions,     I  fhall 
not  condefcend  to  make  one  fingle  Remark 
on  this  Raplody  of  Scurrility  and  Adulation^ 
Such  Poyfon  carries  its  Antidote  along   with 
it  into  the  World  ;  and  no  Man  will  be  at  a 
lofs   to  judge    whether  publick  or  private 
Motives  determined  the    Servant^    in   this 
Cafe,   to  defeat  the  Intentions  of  the  Majler. 
Which  ever  they  were,    he,  who  can  believe 
that  the  Gentleinan  fo  often  mentioned  has 
upon  him  any  of  that  Obligation^  which  the 
Craftfman  difclairns  for  him,  deferves  to  be 
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pity'd ;  and  he,  who  can  bring  hlmfelf  up 
to  affirm  it,  deferves  to  be  deipifed.  But 
before  I  leave  this  Article^  it  may  not  be 
improper,  nor  unfeafonable  to  enquire,  by 
what  Criterion  good  SubjeBs  to  his  Majejly 
and  faithful  Friends  to  the  prefefit  EJlabltfj^ 
merit  are  to  be  diftinguifh'd  and  known*- 
Are  all  thofe  to  be  reputed  fuch,  who  at- 
fumed  the  greateft  Zeal   for  the  proteftant 

Siicceffion   formerly  ? This  cannot   be  -, 

for  many  of  the  Tories  have  this  Title-, 
and  all,  who  ever  wore  that  Name,  are  pro- 

fcribed  by  the  Syjlem  we  have  advanced. 

Are  all  thefe  to  be  reputed  iuch,  who  were 
alike  zealous  for  the  Proteflant  Succefjioriy 
and  who  have  befides  made  conftant  Pro- 

feffion  of  the  Principles  of  Whiggifm  ? • 

This  cannot  be  neither ;  fince  marry  fuch  as 
thefe  are  daily  ftigmatized  with  the  re- 
proachful Names  of  Maleco?2tents  and  Incen^ 
diaries  \  and  fince  Endeavours  are  ufed,  by 
falfe  Deduftions  and  by  arbitrary  Interpreta- 
tions, to  prove  them  'Enemies  to  the  Govern- 

ment^  and   in    EfFedt  arrant  Traitors,^ 

What  is  this  Criterion  then  ?  I  am  able  toi 
difcover  but  one,  and  it  is  this ;  being  for, 
or  being  againft  the  noble  Pair  of  Brothers^ 
the  t'joo  honourable  Patrons  of  the  Remarker. 
Without  the  Merit  of  approving  their  Co?U 
duB^  no  Man  is  to  be  reputed  a  faithful 
SubjeB^  or  a  Friend  to  his  Country,  .  With 
this  Merit,  and  with  that  of  a  blind  Sub- 
miffion,   even  they^  who  have  been  the  moji 
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ohioxmiSy  may  be   received  -^  and  the^jf^  who 
have  been  calVd  Enemies'  to  the  Government ^ 
as  loiadly  as  any     others,    may  he  inroU'd 
among  its  Friends,     This  Pradice   of  en- 
deavouring to  confine  the   Intereft   of  the 
Government  to  as  narrow  a  Bottom  as  that 
of  two  Minijlers,  has  been  of  kte  moft  au- 
dacionfly  ptirfued.     It  has  been  faid  in  di- 
rect Terms  ^  that  if  his  late  Majejiv  had' 
put  the  Adminijlration  into  any  other  Hajids^ 
he    tvouM  have  been  iinjufl  to  thofe  brave 
Men^  'Who  had  done  and  fufferd  much  to 
ferve  him- ;  and  that  he  would   not  have  de^ 
ferved  to  wear  the  Crow7ry  if  he  had    mi 
employ  d  the  Men^  whom  he   did  employ,' 
Here,  again,  there  might  be  room  for  fomc 
particular  Reflections,  if  I  was  difpofed  to- 
make  them.     But  I  avoid  this  invidious  Part 
as  much^  as  my  Subjeft  will  allow  me  to  do  5 
and  fhall  therefore  content  my  felf  with  de- 
firing  thefe   bold  WriterSy    their   hifpeBors- 
and  Patrons,  to  con  fid  er  what  the  neceffary 
Confequences  of  fuch  Pofitions  are.    If  they 
dare  to  afl'ert    that   his  late  Majejiy  would 
have  been  zmjujiy  that  he  would  not    have 
defer ved  to  wear  the  Crown  ^  if  he  had  not 
employ  d  the  Men  he  did  employ  \  what  might 
they  not  aflert  if  his  pre/hit  Majefty  (h  )uldy' 
at  any  Time,  think  fit,  in  his  great  Wifdom 
and  Goodnefs  to  his  People,  to  remove  fome 
ef  thofe  very  Men,  whom  his  royal  Fatb.er 

did? 
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did  employ  ?  The  AfTertion  is  riot  even  ex- 
tended to  Party,  It  would  have  been  ftill 
indecent  if  it  had.  But  it  is  confined  to  a 
certain  ISl  umber  of  parti  ailar  Men  ;  as  if  the 
Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  SiicceJJion  in  the  pre-- 
fent  Royal  Family  had  not  been  diredted,  as 
it  mofl  certainly  w^as,  to  the  national  Ad' 
*vantage^  but  had  been  intended,  as  to  be 
fure  it  was  not,  for  the  Advantage  of  par  ^ 
ticiilar  Men^  and  to  perpetuate  the  Admi- 
niftration  in  a  private  Family,  This  is  fuch 
Language,  as  I  believe  was  never  held  be- 
fore, and  as  no  Man  would  prefume  to  hold 
now,  if  the  Encouragement  to  it  did  not 
proceed  from  thofe^  by  whom  it  fliould  be 
difcounterianced  and  puni(h'd. 

T\\ttt\%  another  Fa6i^  which  I  muft  not 
onlit  io  take  Notice  of  in  this  Place ;  be- 
caufe  though  it  is  not  one  of  thofe,  on 
which  the  Craftfman  made  his  Challenge, 
yet  it  hath  been  pofitively  aflerted  by  him, 
and  half  of  it  at  leaft  as  pofitively  deny'd  by 
the  Remarker. 

The  Craftfman  faid  thai  the  Mercy  of  the 
late  King  was  extejidedto  the  Gentleman y  we 
fpeak  of,  ttnaslid  and  itriearnd.  That  it  was 
nnearnd  the  Remarker  thinks  probable;  and 
in  thinking  fd  he  gives  the  Lye  to  all  his 
Fellow-ScribblerSy  who  have  fo  often  af- 
firm'd  the  contrary.  That  it  was  unaslid^ 
he  fa^^s,  is  a  downright  Falfliood.  He  hath 
the  Journal-Book  of  the  Houfe  of  Co??imons 
before  him;    and  there  he  finds  that    the 

Bb  2  Houfe 


(     37^)^ 

Hoafe  was  acquairited^  by  his  late  Majejly^ 
Commajid,  in  April  1725,  /i;^/ this  Gentle- 
man had^  about  feven  Years  before^  made  bir 
humble  ^application  and  Submiffion^  &c,  which- 
his  Majefty  fo  far  accepted  as  to  give  Ejicou- 
ragement  to  hope  for  fome  future  Mark  of  his- 

Majefys  Favour  and  Goodnefs. In    thi& 

he  exults  j  but  here  again  the  Effrontery 
and  FalJJjGod^  which  he  charges  on  others,- 
will  recoil  on  himfelf.  Who  drew  this  ?ni^ 
nijierial  Mefjage  I  know  not ;  nor  how  far 
the  Style  of  it  may  be  neceflary,  according" 
to  the  Forms  ufual  on  fuch  Occafions ;  buf 
the  Remarker  might  have  known,  if  he  hai 
confiilted  even  his  Patrons,  that  his  Maje- 
fty's  Mercy  had  been  extended  to  this  Gentle^ 
man  two  Years  before  xhtjeven  there  meii- 
tion'd  ',  and  that  this  Mercy  did  not  confiit 
in  E?icouragement  to  hope  for  fome  future 
Mark  of  his  Majejiys  Favour  and  Goodnefs^ 
but  in  a  gracious  and  abfolute  Promife  of 
his  Favour  in  the  full  Extent y  which  the 
Circumjlances  of  that  Gentleman  required.  I 
may  be  the  more  bold  in  affirming  this  Facft, 
becaufe  the  noble  Lord,  who  delivered  the 
Meffage  I  quote,  is  ftill  alive,  as  fome  other 
Perfons  are,  to  whom  his  late  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  own  that  this  Mefjage  had  been 
deliver'd  by  his  Order,  and  to  exprefs  his 

gracious  Intentions  conformably  to  it. 

But  to  ;roceed. 

It  appears  moft   undeniably  that  of  the 
three  Heads^  on  which  the  Craftjman  gave^ 
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and  the  Remarker  accepted,  the  Challenge, 
Che  Remarker  hgth  fliewn  himfelf  unable  to 
prove  ihcjir/l  by  any  true  Fa5fs,  and  hath 
icandaloufly  attempted  to  do  it  hy  fa Ife  ones; 
that  he  hath  given  up  the  Jko^id ;  and  that 
he  hath  not  fo  much  as  attempted  to  prove 
the  //;/r^. 

Let  us  aflc  now,  fnall  Men,  thus  plainly 
convicted  of  Calumny  on  Accufations  brought 
fo   often    and    charged   fo  peremptorily  by 
them,  exped  Belief,  when  they  endeavour 
to   defame  in   any  other  Cafe  ?  Shall  they, 
who   are   convifed    of  ac\:ufing  fallely  in 
Cafes,    which   are    plain   in   their    Nature, 
where  no  Proof  can  be  wanting,  and  where 
RO  Pretence  can  he  alleged  for  not  produ- 
cing it,  expedl  that  the  Publick  ihould  con- 
demn any  Man,  and  efpecially  a  Man,  who 
h  under  fomany  Circumftances  of  DUadvan- 
tage,  peculiar  to  his  fingular  and  unexampled 
Situation,  hecaufe  they  affirm  him  guilty  in 
Cafes,  which  are  intricate  in  their  Na.ure, 
and  where  Reafons  of  Honour,  of  Prudence 
and   of  Decency  may  all  concur  to  impofe 
Silence  ?  Hpw  often  have   the  ncik   Pair 
defended    themfelves,    and  been    defended 
by   others,  on  this  Principle ;  that  no  Man 
ought  to  charge  another,  unlefs  he  is  able 
and  ready  to  prove  the  Charge  ?  How  often 
have  they  call'd  for  Proof  on  this  Principle, 
and  triumphed  that  it  was  not  imme<^iately  . 
brought  ?  Now,  although  this  Defence  may 
not  be  fufficient  in  every  Cafe,  where  Mat- 
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ters  of  prefent  ^ranfa^ion  are  concern'd 
and  where  the  Perjbns  attacked  2,kq  in  actual 
Pofleffion  of  the  greateft  Power ;  yet  furely  it 
may  be  thought,  with  Reafon,  to  be  a  futR- 
cient  Defence,  when  Matters  long  ago  tratif- 
aBedy  and  long  ago  cenjured  too,  are  coor 
cern*d;  when  the  Perfofis^  who  attack,  are  in 
aflual  Pofleffion  of  the  greateft  Power;  and  the 
Perfojty  who  is  attacked,  hath  none  of  thofe 
offenfive,  or  defenlive  Weapons  at  his  Com- 
mand, which  Power  furniflies  in  fo  abua- 
dant  a  Manner. 

The  Remarker  thinks  that  no  Keafom  of 
Honour y  Prudence^  or  Dece?2cy  ought  tojhut 
the  Mouth  of  Innocence ;  that  Shame  and 
Guilt  alone  arefilent  in  the  Day  of  Enquiry 

' ?When  this  Day  of  Enquiry  is  to  come, 

and  who  is  to  be  the  Subject  of  it,  I  know 
noi ;  but  let  him  learn  that  there  are  manv 
Cafes,  whereii'  it  is  not  hone/I,  and  many 
others  may  occur  wherein  it  is  not  prudent, 
to  fay  all  that  might  be  faid  either  in  Defence 
or  in  Excufe;  that  is,  when  the  Defence 
or  Excufe  of  oirfehes  muft  affedl  others^  nor 
concerned  in  the  Debate.  In  fuch  Cafes  the 
moft  Innocent  will  rather  bear  the  Imouta- 
tion  of  i  aaginary  Crimes,  by  keeping  Silence, 
than  be  g'^'ilty  of  a  real  Crime,  by  breaking 
it ;  and  to  carry  this  as  far  as  it  can  be  carry *d, 
Inflances  might  be  produced  of  Men,  who 
have  died,  rather  than  accufe  others,  whofe 
Blood  was  thirfted  after  more  than  theirs. 

Much  bath  been  faid,  and  great  Com- 
plaints 
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pkints  have  been  made,  of  the  torture ^  as 
it  is  call'd  in  this  Lihcl^  given  to  another 
GentlemoM  s  A<Sions.  If,  by  this,  be  meant 
ranilicking  into  all  the  private  and  publiclv 
Paflages  of  his  Life,  and  wrefting  every  one 
into  a  Crime  5  far  be  it  from  me  to  approve 
in  hh  Cajl\  what  I  abhor  this  Libeller  for 
doing  in  the  Cafe  of  another.  But  is  it  real- 
ly fo  ?  Have  we  {^t\\  Accufations  of  T^re ar- 
chery and  Ingratitude  towards  feveral,  who 
are  dead,  and  towards  any,  who  are  Hving, 
infifted  upon,  in  the  former  Cafe?  Has  it 
been  reproach'd  tq  the  Fatrons  of  the  Re- 
marker^  that  they  worm'd  out  of  Power  a 
PerfoUy  to  whom  they  were  nearly  ally'd  and 
ought  to  have  been  firmly  attach'd  by  Gj  ati- 
tudeand  Friendfliip?  and  yipt  k  that  a  Sub- 
ject:, which  aftbrds  nothing  to  1^^  laid?  Are 
there  no  Circumftances,  which  might  be 
a^o;ravated  at  lea  ft  ?  Are  there  no  ftrong;  Co- 
lours,  which  tiiight  be  laid  ?  Even  I  fliould 
not  be  at  a  Lofs  to  do  k,  if  I  thought  it 
fair  to  do  it ;  if  I  thought  it  honeft  to  pufli 
any  Man  to  a  Silence,  of  which  I  might  take 
a  feeming  Advantage,  or  to  a  Necelfity  of 
juftifying  or  excuiing  himfelf  by  faying 
what,  fuppoling  him  innocent,  he  ought  not 
to  lay.  Are  there  no  Fa^ts  relating  to  for- 
mer ^ranfaBions  of  great  Importance  not 
commonly  known,  and  yet  not  abfolutely 
Secrets,  which  remain  ftill  unmention'd  ? 
"■  In  (liort,  is  it  not  apparent  that  there 
are  Men,  who  accufe,  indeed,  ithen  the  im- 
mediate 
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media fe  Subje5f  of  Debate  leads,  and  pro^ 
i)okes  them  necejfarily  and  unwillingly  to  ity 
whilft  there  are  others,  who  wait  for  no  fuch 
Neceffity,  but  accufe  meerly  to  defame. 

It  would  be  tedious,  not  difScalt,  to  go 
through  this  whole  Inveclive  ;  to  deny  with 
Truth  many  Things,  which  are  fahely  iif- 
firm'd ;  and,  by  giving  a  juil  Turn  to  others, 
to  fet  them  in  a  very  different  Light  from 
that,  wherein  the  Author  expofes  them  to 
publick  View  ;  to  explain  what  he  perplexes ; 
to  diftingqifli  what  he  confounds.  But  I 
ihall  not  take  this  Tafk  upon  me,  for  the 
Reafons  1  have  given  and  for  others,  which 

1  am  going  to  give. 

As  to  the  Conduft,  which  the  Terjon^ 
againft  whom  fuch  Torrents  of  Ribaldry  are 
pour*d  forth,  held  towards  thofe,  who  were 
at  the  Head  of  Affairs,  whilfl:  he  was  in  Bu- 
finefs,  I  fhall  only  add  to  what  hath  been 
iaid  already,  what  no  Man  of  Candour  will 
deny  ;  that  the  Heat  and  Animofity,  which 
-perpetual  Contejls  and  frequent  ^urns  of  Par- 
ty raife,  have  carry 'd  many  ( perhaps,  the 
Perfon^  who  is  blamed ;  perhaps,  the  Per- 
fom^  who  blame  him )  to  do,  what  in  any 
other  Situation,  or  Temper  of  Mind,  they 
would  carefully  avoid  5  in  a  Word,  that  the 
juft  Man  hath  been,  on  fuch  Occafions, 
fometimes  unjuft ;  the  good-natured  Man 
ill-natured ;  and  the  friendly  Man  unfriend- 
ly.    Few  there  are,  I  fear,  who  could  with 

2  fafc  Confcience  take  up  the  iirfl  Stone  upon 

fuch 
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iiich  a  Trial.  Few  there  are,  who  are  blamc^ 
icfs.  But  here  is  the  Diftcrence.  The  juft, 
the  good-natured,  the  friendly  Man  returns 
tp  the  Charader,  out  of  which  he  ftarted. 
The  unjuft,  the  ill-natured,  the  unfriendly- 
Man  perlifts.  The  Jirji  refleds  with  Sorrow 
on  what  the  la/i  refleds  with  Triumph ;  and 
whilil:  o?ie  wifhes  undone  what  the  Heat  of 
Party  carry'd  him  to  do,  tlie  other  is  glad  of 
the  Excufe  of  Pa^ty,  llich  as  it  is,  to  in- 
dulge the  Vicioufnefsof  his  own  Nature,and 
to  repeat  unjuft,  ill-natured  and  unfriendly 
Adions  to  the  Living  d,nd  even  to  the  Dead* 
There  is  an   Example  before  us,  which 

may  ferve  to  illuftrate  what  I  have  faid. ^ 

Great  Advantage  is  taken  of  a  Memorial  fent 
to  the  late  Queen,  by  the  late  Earl  of  Oxford^ 
wherein  many  hard  Reflexions  are  made  on 
others  ',  but  the  hardefl  of  all  on  the  Perfon 
here  refen'd  to.  He  is  painted  in  the  worft 
Colours,  and  accufed  to  the  ^een  of  the 
greatefl  Faults.  Should  I  defcend  into  the 
Particulars,  1  might  (liew  that  the  Accufa- 
tions  were  groundl;^fs,  and  point  out,  per- 
haps, the  unjuft  Caufes  of  Sufpicions,  which 
were  taken,  as  well  as  the  Motives  to  the 
writing  that  Memorial^  which  I  wifh  had 
never  been  written  for  a  Reafon  very  diffe- 
rent from  that,  which  the  Remar'ker  would 
be  ready  to  affign.  But  I  (liall  not  defcend 
into  any  fuch  Particulars,  nor  give  a  double 
Advantage  to  the  Malicious^  who  would  be 
juft  as  well  pleafed  to  have  any  Handle  given 

them 
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them  by  the  Living  of  inveighing  againft  th^ 
.Dead,  as  they  are  ready  to  ftize,  on  every 
Occafion,  that  which  v^as  given  them,  fq 
k^any  Years  ago,  by  o?2e,  who  is  now  dead^ 
of  inveighing  againft  the  Living, 

The  Per/onSy  who  had  the  Honour  to 
ferve  the  late  ^een,  in  the  la  ft  Period  of 
her  Life,  have  been  thefe  twenty  Years  the 
Subjeds  of  great  Clamour.  If  the  Diffe- 
rences, which  happened  amongft  them  {q 
long  ago,  gave  in  fome  Meafure,  as  I  ap- 
prehend that  they  did,  both  Occafion  and 
Force  to  this  Clamour,  it  would  be  ftrange 
Condudt,  indeed,  in  thofe  of  them,  who 
remain  alive,  and  in  the  Relations  and 
Friends  of  thofe  of  them,  who  are  dead,  tq 
preferve  the  Spirit  of  Difference,  and  to 
affift  in  reviving  this  Clamour. 

The  Day  will  come,  when  authentich 
Hijiory  will  relate  the  Pafiages  of  thofe 
Times,  without  Regard  to  the  partial  Views 
of  any  Party,  or  the  particular  Defence  of 
any  Man.  'Till  this  Day  does  come,  every 
one  muft  decide,  or  fufpend  his  Judgment, 
as  he  fees  Reafon  to  do,  and  they,  who  may 
fuffer  by  thefe  Judgments,  muft  bear  it  with 
that  Temper  and  Refpeft,  which  is  due 
from  every  private  Man  to  pubiick  Cen-^ 
fiires ;  nay,  even  to  pubiick  Prejudices. 

But  what  hath  all  this  to  do  with  the 
Charadlers  and  Condudt  of  the  72oble  Pair  ? 
Suppofe  the  Men  in  Power,  two  Reigns  ago, 
to  have  been  Angels  of  Darknefs -,  will  it 

follov/ 
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follow  that  the  t-ivo  honourable  Patrorts  of' 
the  Remarker  are  Angeh  of  Light  ?  What 
then  is  the  Meaning  of  fo  great  a  Clamour, 
affwdledly  raifed  on  (o  ilender  an  Occafion  as 
the  Craftfinan  of  the  2 2d  of  May  gave  ; 
wherein  little  was  laid,  and  that  little  with 
much  Moderation,  after  much  Provocation? 
Why  are  fo  many  Pens  employ'd,  and  fo 
great  Pains  taken,  to  divert  the  Attention  of 
the  Pubhck  {i-om  pre /hit  xo  paji  ^ranfadtions\ 
from  Jiational  Confide  rat  ions  to  perfonal  Al- 
tercations ? rThe  Reafon  is  obvious ;  and 

no  other  Reafon  in  Nature  can  be  atlign'd. 
The  noble  Pair  have  been  hard  pufli'd,  on 
their  Management  of  publick  Affairs^  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  Not  only  their  Errors 
have  been  pointed  out ;  grofs,  palpable  Er- 
rors ;  but  a  long  Series  of  Error ;  a  w^holc  ^ 
Syftem  of  cool,  deliberate,  conducted,  de- 
fended, expenfive  Error  hath  been  laid  open 
to  publick  View.  What  I  believe  never  to 
have  happen'd  before,  hath  happen'd  on 
thefe  Occaiions.  The  noble  Pair  have  been 
admonifli'd  in  Time,  and  fhewn  the  Pre- 
cipice, into,  which,  whoever  led,  they  were 
both  falling.  The  Confequences  of  their 
Meafures  have  been  foretold  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  and  even  whilft  the  Caufcs  were 
laying.  Surely  this  Conduct,  on  the  Part 
of  their  Adverfaries^  favours  more  oi publick 
Spirit  than  oi private  Refentment ;  and  yet, 
when  they  have  taken  Advantage  of  it,  they 
have    ftopt   fhort   and   triumph'd   in  their 

Efcape 
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Efcapc,  as  they  did  in  the  Cafe  of  the  IrtJJj 
Recruits,  Thefe  very  Adm.onitions,  which 
gave  them  Time  and  Opportunity  to  do  fo, 
have  been  modeftly  attributed  to  private 
Kefentment  alone;  though  nothing  can  be 
more  manifeft  than  this ;  that  private  Re- 
J'entment  would  have  found  its  Account  bet- 
ter in  Silence  ;  would  have  preferr'd  Accu^ 
jations  to  Admonitions^  and  would  have 
waited  longer  to  have  ftrnck  more  home. 

Sometimes,  inftead  of  flopping  fliort,  they 
have  gone  on,  anfvvering  for  and  being  an- 
iwer'd  for,  till  the  Events  have  juftify'd  the 
PrediBio?2S\  till  the  Inconveniencies,  Dif- 
advantages  and  Difficulties,  againft  which 
the  72oble  Pair  had  been  warn'd  in  vain, 
have  followed  and  increafed  upon  them ; 
till  even  their  Apologifis  have  been  forced  to 
allc  vy  feme  Errors,  and  till  they  themfelves 
have  confets'd  their  boajled  Syjlem  to  be 
wrong,  by  changing  it,  and  by  boaflihg  of 
the  Change,  Even  after  all  this,  they  have 
compkin'd  of  C/^;;;^^r  ;  and  they  ftill  com- 
plain, as  if  there  had  never  been  the  leaft 

Occafion  for  it   given  by  them. How 

their  72ew  Schemes  are  plann'd,  and  how 
they  will  be  purfued  ;  whether  thefe  able 
Men  have  fail'd  hitherto,  becaufe  they  fet 
out  on  mifiaken  Principles  of  Policy,  or 
whether  they  have  fail'd  for  want  of  Skill 
to  condufl:  the  rightejl^  we  fliall  foon  fee. 

Bat  thefe  are  not  the  only  Circumftances^ 
which  have  borne,  and  flill  bear  hard  upon 

them. 
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tliem. In  the  Courfe  of  thefe  and  otner 

Difputes,  it  feems  to  have  been  plainly  and 
fully  proved  thsiX.  fiich  Principles  have  been 
eftabliflVd,  and  fuch  BoBrines  have  been 
taught  by  the  ?nini/ierial  H  r iters ^  as  tend 
manifeftly  to  deftroy  the  Freedom  of  the 
BritiJI)  Government,  Such  are,  the  Depen- 
dency ( I  mean  the  corrupt  Dependency ) 
cfParliame?tts  on  the  Crown  ;  the  Nece/jtt'f 
of  /landing  Armies^  notwithdanding  the 
Danger  of  them  to  Liberty  ;  and  fome  other 
Points^  which  I  need  not  recapitulate.  Ic 
is  fufficiently  know^n  how  much,  and  with 
how  much  Reafon,  the  far  greater  Part  of 
Mankind  have  been  alarm'd  at  thefe  At- 
tempts; which,  if  they  fucceed,  mu ft  hurt 
not  only  the  inferior  and  temporary  In terelts, 
but  the  greateft  and  moft  permanent,politicaI 
Intereft,  which  a  Briton  can  have  at  Heart ; 
that  of  the  Conftitiitiofi  of  this  Governme?it. 
As  thefe  Things  have  been  objecfted  ftrong- 
ly  on  one  Side^  fo  Endeavours  have  been 
ufed  on  the  other^  to  difguife  and  to  palliate 
them,  or  to  evade  the  Confequences  drawn 
from  them.  But  thefe  Endeavours  have  not 
fuccccded.  How,  indeed,  fliould  they  fuc- 
ceed ?  As  well  might  thofe,  who  make  them^ 
expe6l  to  perfuade  Mankind  that  Slavery 
and  Beggary  are  preferable  to  Liberty  and 
Wealth,  as  to  make  the  World  believe  that 
thefe  Bleffings  can  be  preferved  to  Britain 
by  the  very  Means,  by  which  they  have 
been  loft  in  lo  many  other  free  Countries. 

Since 
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Since  this  therefore  cannot  be  impofed  ; 
fince  the  Minds  of  Men  cannot  be  convinced 
of  fuch  Abfurdities^  they  hiuft  be  diverted, 
if  poffible,  from  the  Subjeft.  A  new  Cry 
is  therefore  raifed,  or  an  old  one  rather  is 
revived.  Difputes,  which  inflamed  the  Minds 
of  Men,  whilft  the  Affairs  they  relate  to 
were  tranfadting,  and  the  Conflict  of  Parties 
was  the  moft  fierce,  are  renew'd  at  a  Time, 
when  they  can  be  of  no  Benefit  to  the  Pu- 
blick,  and  when  the  fame  Motives  oi Party 
fubfift  no  longer.  One  Maii^  in  particular^ 
is  made  the  Subjed:  of  new  Inveftive.  No- 
thing, which  Malice  can  fuggeft,andill  Na- 
ture and  ill  Manners  utter,  is  omitted  to 
render  his  Perjbn  odious^  and  to  reprefent 
his  Dejigns  as  dangerous.  In  the  fame 
Breath,  We  are  told  that  this  odious,  this 
dangerous  Man  is  endeavouring  to  come  into 
Power  once  more.  He  flands  again  a  Can^ 
didate  for  Grace  and  Trtiji,  tie  ivoidd  agam 
admini/ier  the  Publick^  abandon  its  jellies, 
^nd  facrijice  its  Hojionr.  Nothing  ivill  Ja- 
tisfy  hi?n  but  the  Power ^  which  he  once  abufed 
4xnd  would  again  abuje\  the  ^ruflsy  which 
he  once  betrafd  and  would  again  betray^ 
Thefe  are  reprefented,  with  equal  Modefty 
and  Fairneff^  to  be  his  P.cquejis ;  and  the 
Hero  of  the  Retnarkery  that  is  the  Remar- 
hers  PaymaJIer^  who  adminill^rs  the  Pub- 
lick  fo  righteoufly  ;  who  never  abandoned 
its  Jellies ;  neither  the  Emperor  nor  France  y 
who  never  facrificed  it?  Honour  to  onc^  nor 

it^ 
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its  Iritereft  to  l?oth ;  who  never  atufed  his 
Power,  nor  betrayed  his  Trull:,  through  Am- 
bition, through  Pride,  through  private  In- 
tereft,  or  private  Pique ;  this  Per/brt  is  ap- 
plauded for  hi.^  Oppofition  to  iiich  Requefls 
for  h'l^  J uji  a?id fdtal  Refentmerit, 

What  Fatality  there  may  be  in  his  Dift^ 
c eminent^  I  knoAv  not ;  but  furely  there  is  a 
Fatality^  which  attends  thofe^  who   indulge 
themfelves  in  fpeaking  and  writing,  without 
any  Regard  to  T^ruth.     How  could  it  happea 
elfe  that  the  Remarker  fliould  fo  egregioufly 
Contradict  himfelf,  and  deftroy  in  his  40th 
Page  the   whole  Drift  of  his  39th?   This 
bold  and  rafi  Sa^ibbler  takes  upon  him  to' 
marflial  and   to  charadlerize  infolently  the 
Friends  of  the  Man  he  rails  at.     If  I  was 
not  of  that  Number  my  felf,  I  fliould  pro- 
bpbly  fay  more  on  the  Subjedl.     This  how- 
ever I  am  under  an  Obligation  to  fay;  that 
the  Friends  of  ibis  Gentleman  muft  be  fucli 
to  his  Per  [on.     They  cannot  be  fo  to  his 
Rower.     That   he  takes  it  as   the  greateft 
Compliment,  which  can  be  made  to  him, 
io  have  a  Sympathy  of  Nature  and  a  Con  for- 
mity  of  Prificiples  and  Defegm  with  them 
attributed    to    him ;    that    he   thinks  their 
Friendfliip  an  Honour  to  him ;  fuch  an  PIo- 
nour  as  the  warmeft  of  his  Enemies  have 
Caufe  to  envVj  and  do  envy ;  fuch  an  Ho- 
nour as  th^  higheft  of  his  Enemies  would 
be  heartily  proud  to  obtain,  and  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain^ 


.The  Friends  now  of  this  Ge72tle7Jia?i^  whotti' 
he  is  fometimes  faid  to  le^d,  and  who  are 
fometimes  faid  to  einploy  him  as  their  T^ooiy 
juil:  as  it  fuits  the  preient  Purpofe  of  Scandal 
to  fay ;  thefe  very  Friends,  it  feems,  the 
very  Men,  who  defend  him,  ii^otild  nevef" 
raife  him  above  his  prejent  low  CmiditioJi^  nor 

make  him  the  Partner  of  their  Succefs, ^ 

However  they  7nay  employ  him^  the  Remark'er 
and   bis   "Patrons  know  how  they  mean  to 

reward  him.- Since  this  is  the  Cafe,  fince 

thev  know  it  to  be  fo  ;  for  what  Reafon,  in 
the  Nariie  of  Wonder,  is  all  this  Buflle  made 
about  fo  infignificant  a  I'ool'?— — Why  fo 
many  Endeavours  to  raife  a  Jealoufy,  and 
give  an  Alarm,  as  if  this  Man  was  aiming 

again  at   Power  ? -Why  fo  much  Merit 

afcribed  to  the  7ioble  Pair^  for  keeping  him 

out  of  it?' His  own  Friends  would  net 

raife  him  to  it. — --How  ridiculous  then  is 
the  Affectation  of  his  Enemies,  who  value 
themfelves  on  their  Oppofition  to  him  ? 

Let  the  noble  Pair  ftand  or  fall  by  their 
own  Merits,  or  Demerits.  I  dare  anfwer  to 
them  and  to  the  World,  upon  better  Foun- 
dations than  thofe  of  the Remarker  shy ingy 
that  their  Continuance  in  Power  will  never 
break  the  Spirit  of  this  Man,  nor  their  Fall 
from  it  excite  his  Ambition.  His  Ambition, 
whatever  may  have  been  faid  or  thought 
about  it^  hath  been  long  fince  dead.  A 
Man  muft  be  dead  himfelf,  who  is  utterly 
infcnfible  of  all  that  happens,  either  to  the 
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Piihlick  or  to  hlmfelf  \  but  he  who  feeks  no^ 
thing  but  Retreat^  and  that  Stability  of  Si- 
tuation, which  is  effential  to  the  Quiet  of  it, 
hath  furely  no  Ambition.  Now  that  this  is 
the  Cafe,  and  hath  been  long  the  Cafe  of  the 
Gentleman^  concerning  whom  I  fpeak,  I 
know  to  be  true,  and  I  affirm  boldly.  He 
never  had  the  leaft,  I  fay  more,  he  never 
"would  have  the  greateft  Obligations  to  any- 
Country,  except  his  own ;  and  yet  fo  defi- 
rous  was  this  Man  of  Reft  and  Quiet,  that 
he  was  contented  to  enjoy  them  where  For- 
tune had  prefented  them  to  him.  A  little 
Franknefs  might  have  kept  him  abroad  all 
his  Life,  without  Complaint,  Much  Art 
has  been  employed  to  confine  him  at  homey 
and  to  teaze  him  there.  If  forgetting  all  for- 
mer Perfecutions,  he  refented  the  lajl^  would 
he  be  much  to  blame  ? 

I  am  not  confcious  of  having  faid,  in 
this  Paper,  a  Word  againft  the  Truth  -y  and 
I  am  fure  that  I  have  the  fame  Truth  on  m33C 
Side,  when  I  aflert  that  thh  Man^  whom 
the  Libeller  reprefents  to  be  fo  turbulent,  fo 
outragiouSy  and  of  fuch  pertinacious  Ambi- 
tion, however  he  might  have  been  willing 
formerly  to  have  had  the  Obligation  to  the 
^^^Z^*  P^/>  of  enjoying,  by  their  Affiftance, 
the  full  Meafure  of  his  late  Majefty*s  in- 
tended Goodnefs,  would  decline  with  Scorn, 
after  all  that  has  pafs'd,  to  be  reinftated  in 
his  former  Situation,  at  the  intolerable  Ex- 
pence  of  having  the  leaft  Appearance  of  an 
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Obligation  to /^^w.  Neither /^^y,  nor  their 
Advocates^  can  be  half  fo  follicitous  to  keep 
himout  of  P^-ze^^r,  and  even  out  of  a  State 
of  afpiring  after  Power ^  as  he  is  determined 
againft  the  Jirfty  and  indifferent  about  the 
laji. 

I  am  fenfible  that  all  this  may  appear  a 
little  improbable  to  the  Perjbns  I  oppofe.  It 
will  be  hard  for  them  to  conceive  that  the 
Man,  who  has  once  tafted  Power,  can  ever 
renounce  it  in  earneft.  No  wonder  they 
ihould  think  in  this  Manner.  Thofe^  who 
iind  nothing  in  themfelves  to  reft  upon  with 
Satisfaction,  mufi:  lean  on  Power,  on  Riches, 
or  dothy  and  on  other  external  Objefts.  Nay, 
thofe,  who  have  of  the  two  Vices,  Ambition 
and  Avarice,  the  meaneft  in  the  moft  emi-^ 
iient  Degree ;  and  who  would  be  glad  to  quit 
their  Power,  and  to  retire  with  their  Gains, 
may  be  afraid  to  quit  it,  becaufe  they  h^ye 
abufed  it.  They  may  be  fo  miferable  as  to 
fee  no  Security  out  of  Power ^  nor  any  other 
in  it,  except  that  precarious,  that  temporary 
Security,  which  is  the  laft  and  ufeful  Re- 
fuge of  defperate  Men ,  the  continuing  the 
fame  Violences  to  maintain,  by  which  they 
acquired  their  Power -^  the  keeping  up  of 
Diffentions,  and  the  embroiling  of  Affairs^ 
thofe  noble  Arts,  by  which  they  rofe. 

But  there  are  Men  in  the  World,  who 
know  that  there  is  fomething  in  Life  better 
than  Power,  and  Riches ;  and  fuch  Men 
may  prefer  the  low  Condition^  as   it  is  calFd 
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the  Remarker^  of  one  Ma?:,  to  the  high  Con- 
ditio?! of  another.     There  are  Men,  who  ^ee 
that  Dignity  may  be  difgraced,  and  who  feel 
that  Difgrace   may    be    dignify 'd.     Of  this 
Number    is  the   Gentleman^  wliom   I    have 
undertaken  to  defend  -,  who  poffefl'es  his  Soul 
without  Hopes  or  Fears,  and  enjoys  his  Re- 
treat without  any  Defires  beyond  it.   In  that 
Retreat^  he  is  obedient  to  the  LawSy   dutiful 
to  his  Prince,  and  true  to  his  Oaths.      If  he 
fails  in  thefe  Refpeds,  let  him  be   publickly 
attacked  ;  let  publick  Vengeance  purfue  and 
overtake  him  ;  let  the  noble  Pair  indulge  for 
once  their  Paffions  in  a  jufi  Caufe.     It  they 
have  no   Complaints,    of  this   Nature,    to 
make  againft  him,  from  whence  does  this 
particular  Animofity  proceed?     Have    they 
Complaints  of  any  other  Kind  to  make,  and 
of  a  private  Nature  ?  If  they  have,    why    is 
\.ae  PubHck  troubled  on  this  Account  r — I 
hope  the  Remarkers  Majk  is  new  taken  off , 
that  the  true  Drift  of  all  this   perfoital  Rail- 
ing is  enough  expofed  ;  and  that  the  Atten- 
tion of  Mankind  will  be    brouglu  back   to 
thofe  more  important  Subjed;s,  which   have 
been  already   ftarted,  and    to  thofe,    vvhich 
every  Day  may  furniili. 

After  what  has  been  here  faid,  the  Gentle- 
man, in  whofe  Defence  I  have  appear'd,  can 
have  no  Reafon  of  Honour  to  enter  by  hi?n- 
felf\  or  his  Fr/tWj,  into  thefe  Altercations, 
and  if  my  Ooinion  can  prevail,  fliould  tli^ie 
Libellers  continue  to  fcold  and  tocall Names, 

thev 
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they  fliould  be  left  to  do  it,  without  Reproof, 
or  T^otice.  The  Anfwer  now  given  (liculd 
ftand  'ds  a  Final  Jnjhver  to  all  they  have /aid, 
and  to  all  they  may  think  fit  to  fay  here-' 
aftC7^* 
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